
CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE AA 

Measure AA is submitted to the voters by the Pasadena City Council and 
would amend the Pasadena City Charter to provide for the election of the 
Mayor and Councilmembers in even-numbered years to align with statewide 
election dates and extend their current terms of office by 19 months on a  
one-time basis. 

Background 

On January 8, 2018, the City Council of the City of Pasadena (“Council”) 
approved submission of an amendment to the Pasadena City Charter for voter 
approval to change the timing of future City elections to occur on statewide 
election dates in even-numbered years, consistent with a California Attorney 
General Opinion that the California Voter Participation Rights Act 
(“CVPRA,”) requires this change. The Council decided to maintain the 
current format of City elections, requiring successful candidates to receive a 
50%  plus 1 majority to be elected. To transition to statewide dates, the terms 
of office for the Mayor and City Council would be extended on a one-time 
basis by 19 months. On February 15, 2018, the Council approved proposed 
language to amend the City Charter, authorized the submittal of this 
amendment to the voters of the City and called the necessary special election. 

The Measure 

If passed, Measure AA would change the timing of the start of terms of office 
for Councilmembers and the Mayor to even years, beginning in 2020 and 
2022, and respectively every four years thereafter, and terms would start at the 
Council’s Organizational meeting held five weeks following the November 
General election. To account for the impact of this change on the sitting 
Mayor and Councilmembers, the Measure would establish a one-time  
19-month extension of terms for the current Mayor and City Council. The 
Measure provides additional time for the Mayor to deliver a thematic budget 
message at the State of the City Address. 

By aligning Council elections with statewide elections, it is anticipated the 
Measure would increase voter turnout, reduce the City’s anticipated increases 
to election expenses, and ensure the integrity of the election process, by 
shifting responsibilities for elections to the Los Angeles County Registrar of 
Voters. 

If Measure AA does not pass, the Mayor and Councilmembers will continue 
to be elected in odd-numbered years per the current Charter, and expenses for 
administering elections will increase. Continuing elections in odd-numbered 
years could be asserted in court to violate the CVPRA for not providing 
opportunity for increased voter participation, and could result in potential 
legal liability on the part of the City for damages, fees and costs. 
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CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE AA (Continued) 

Measure AA requires approval of a majority of voters. A “yes” vote for 
Measure AA will change the City Charter to be consistent with state law and 
would align City elections for Mayor and City Council to occur on statewide 
election dates in even-numbered years. It would result in a one-time extension 
of the current terms of office by 19 months. A “no” vote against Measure AA 
will maintain Mayor and City Council elections in odd-numbered years and 
would not extend the current terms of office. 


