
 

 

 

July 13, 2020 

Design Commission 
100 North Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
  
Re: 253 South Los Robles 
 
 
In short, the development located at 253 South Los Robles was designed well beyond 
zoning limits, does not advance walkability, is out of character for the neighborhood 
both architecturally and in scale, and is one of six recent developments in the area that 
will have a devastating cumulative impact on traffic in surrounding neighborhoods. 
Adding insult to injury, the developer is asking to remove the last protected tree on the 
block, a 100 ft. canary pine (see attached). The proposed development is so out of step 
with the city that Mayor Tornek called it “outrageous.” And yet, here we are. 
 
The city’s lack of oversight in this case has been astounding. Pasadena has very 
specific goals regarding development of our city, and they are defined in our General 
Plan, which was created to allow successful progress in our city while avoiding 
uncontrolled change. These guidelines are not suggestions—they must be followed. 
And yet the Pasadena City Council and staff have failed to require the developer to plan 
for any neighborhood traffic protections or provide meaningful environmental studies.  
 
Most troublingly, the project is being given an exemption from CEQA (California 
Environmental Quality Act) which, if enforced, would allow the public to see how this 
project, in conjunction with all of the other new developments nearby, will impact quality-
of-life issues including noise pollution, pedestrian safety, and emissions exhaust. 
Residents are understandably concerned that the city is taking neither these 
environmental impacts nor operational aspects of the intensifying traffic volume into 
consideration, or that, at the very least, they are minimizing these challenges. As a 
result, private citizens had to do what city employees and elected officials would not: 
they spent hours evaluating the traffic impacts of this proposed development.  You can 
review the 70 page report here- http://www.prism.engineering/pasadenatrafficvids.html 
 



 

The neighborhood's goal was not to stop the development, and certainly not to stop 
affordable housing, but instead to require the developer to respect and maintain the 
standards set forth in the General Plan. Sadly, the city continues to try to drive its 
agenda without incorporating residents’ valid concerns.  
 
After many long days and nights attending meetings and finding serious discrepancies 
between this project, our General Plan, and Specific Plan, concerned residents were 
able to successfully convince council members that this proposal is not right for 
Pasadena. The council’s failure to gain consensus to approve this development, thereby 
originally denying it entirely, should have been enough to go back to the drawing board 
and start over. 
 
The Mayor says he is afraid that if the city doesn’t approve the project, the state will sue 
Pasadena for failing to provide affordable housing. All we ask is that traffic mitigations 
and environmental studies are completed and taken into account, but the city keeps 
shutting us out.  Why does the developer get a “second bite at the apple,” as Mayor 
Tornek called it, rather than propose some meaningful traffic mitigations to protect our 
neighborhood?  Something has to change and it needs to start with the Design 
Commission.   
 
Thank you,  
 
 
Erika Foy 
  
 



 

 


