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------------------------ 

To:  Board of Zoning Appeals 

Subject:  Agenda Item 2b.  Special Meeting March 18, 2021 

 HDP #6837 (801 S. San Rafael Ave) COMMENTS 

My name is Suzanne B. Gifford Weiss.  I live at XXXXXX. in Pasadena. 

I.   YOU MUST REQUIRE REASONABLE MITIGATION MEASURES FOR THE 
REQUESTED DEMOLITION 

   I write in a probable futile attempt to convince City staff to properly apply the provisions of the 
existing planning and zoning codes.   A failure to understand the rules and to reasonably exercise 
discretion has already resulted in that carbuncle on the face of South San Rafael Avenue (masked 
as a huge "garage") plopped in the front lawn of the historically significant former John Van de 
Camp home. 

II. THE APPLICANT 'S USE OF THE PROPERTY CANNOT INTERFERE WITH THE
ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER'S USE 

    The right to use one's property as permitted by the Pasadena regulations does not permit this 
proposed activity - which involves jack-hammering and extreme ground disturbances-to 
interfere, permanently or temporarily, with the quiet (and legal) use and enjoyment of the 
adjacent property at 815 South San Rafael owned by Mrs. DeWitt. 

III. ANY DAMAGE TO MODEL TRAINS AT THE DE WITT PROPERTY IS
EFFECTIVELY IRREPARABLE 

    Any demolition activity which would damage or destroy any part of the unique and invaluable 
model train collection in the building adjoining 801 South San Rafael must be prohibited.  The 
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reasonable monitoring and mitigation  measures proposed by Mrs. DeWitt will not interfere with 
demolition.  But they will prevent damage to her property.  Her request must be granted. 

IV. AS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION ITSELF:  AN EXAMPLE OF FAILURE TO
CONSIDER "THE REASON FOR THE RULE"--  THE  SHOWER! 

It is ludicrous to believe that a shower is required in a structure in which sleeping is prohibited (an "office?" a 
"Playroom?") especially when there are so many showers and bathtubs already on the premises.  And the 
shower is, inexplicably, in the office building, rather than in the gym building, where it would at least make 
some sense.  More importantly,  there is no way, realistically,  the covenant prohibiting sleeping in these 
structures can be enforced.  Require removal of the shower. 

 V.    WHY MY COMMENTS ARE CREDIBLE AND SHOULD BE HEEDED 

   I am personally familiar with the train collection, having known Bob DeWitt for some 30 years 
before his death.  I have seen the collection many times and can testify to its rarity and 
fragility.  And, because of my almost 45 years of legal practice, most of which was in the public 
sector--including 36 years as counsel to  public transportation agencies and, in the early years,  as 
a Deputy City Attorney for the City of Pasadena--I am familiar with the dynamics of permitting 
processes.  This process needs a serious course correction.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Suzanne B. Gifford Weiss 

I request that these remarks be placed in the public record. 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

As a neighbor who lives on S. SanRafael Avenue, I would like to voice my objection to the garage that was 
built in front of the house at 801 S. San Rafael and the 3 planned structures that are proposed to be built at the 
rear of the house. 

I object to the garage in front because it is totally out of keeping with the design and appearance of the existing 
house.  In fact, it is an eyesore and diminishes the neighborhood.  Trees have been planted to hide the garage 
and I suppose they will in years to come after they're grown.  But even then, the curb appeal of the house has 
been destroyed.  The garage and trees replaced a beautiful rose garden which was enjoyed by all who passed 
by.  The front facade of the house was lovely with a balcony that stretched across the entire front.  All that is 
now completely hidden, thus diminishing the appeal of the street where three stately homes could once be 
seen.  Now instead of that aesthetic pleasure, the neighborhood has two stately homes with a white block 
structure partially covered by small trees sitting between them. 

I also object to the building of three small structures in the back.  Judging from the inappropriate appearance of 
the garage, I do not have great faith that they will be in keeping with the design of the main house, But apart 
from that, I fear that in the future, they could be rented out.  This would inevitably result in increased noise, 
traffic and congestion in what is otherwise a spacious and serene neighborhood.  In addition, having three small 
structures in the back would destroy what was once a lovely and gracious landmark garden.  This garden was a 
personal project of its last owner, the late John Van de Kamp, who planned its design, sustainability and 
drought tolerance.  I think it would be a shame to see this space, where many Pasadeneans have enjoyed 
community gatherings and charitable events, crammed with small structures.  

In closing, I do not think that the addition that has been done or the ones being proposed add value to the street 
or to the neighborhood and in fact does just the opposite. 

Please do not publish my name.  I do not wish my property to be tampered with. 

Sincerely, y 
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Over the years I have applauded the City's interest in maintaining the integrity of many of our lovely 
neighborhoods (through ordinances such as the hillside ordinance, etc.), especially where there are 
historic homes.    

Our lovely San Rafael neighborhood has been shocked by what has happened at the former Van de Kamp 
home with that new garage which destroys the architectural integrity of the home, plus is just an eyesore 
in design.  And now the developer wants to build 3 small units on the back of the property???  Those of us 
who live in this area chose it because of the "neighborhood feel" of the single family dwellings and the 
gracious architecture of the properties.  With the 3 additional structures in the back, will those be rented 
out?  If so, how will you manage the traffic on South San Rafael?  Where will there be parking?  This plan 
flies in total opposition to everything we hold dear in a single-family residential area.  We are 
RESIDENTIAL, NOT COMMERCIAL and bought into this area for exactly that reason. 

I am shocked that any letters of support were received for what is proposed for this property at 801 South 
San Rafael.  I would guess that those individuals DO NOT LIVE in this neighborhood and have no 
understanding of the neighborhood, or what makes it so desirable.  The viewpoint of people who do not 
live in the area is irrelevant and should not be considered.  What is happening to the Van de Kamp 
property will significantly reduce the property value of the surrounding homes, which is unconsciounable.   

This disdain by the developers for the area and its residents is abhorrent.  This has been a topic of 
conversation among horrified neighbors during the construction of that awful garage.  Under no 
circumstances should the property be further compromised by adding three additional structures in what 
was formerly a wonderful garden....We NEED more green in Pasadena to help diffuse the pollutants --- to 
get rid of so much of that green space on the Van de Kamp property flies in the face of both health and 
good sense. 

The construction of those three structures should be prohibited. The City needs to live up to its 
commitment to maintain the integrity of our neighborhoods. 

I DO NOT authorize you to use my name since in today's world, people with differing views are bullied and 
hounded, and sometimes even have their properties are damaged.   Under no circumstance can my name 
be published. 
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Jennifer…I am the neighbor on the west side of the property at 801 South San Rafael Avenue and am directly 
impacted by the massively  remodeled structure and by the two ADUs permitted to be built in the rear of that 
yard.  

I  have repeatedly asked the owner/developer for a perimeter landscaping plan so i could plan our landscaping. 
She has not answered my requests. 

I have also asked for a construction  schedule update and an anticipated end  date for the project which 
began  with the pool remodel in October 2019. 
I have received no reply to this request either. 

I would appreciate  both of the questions asked at the hearing on  March 18th. 

In the 40 years we have lived in this quiet San Rafael neighborhood,  we have never experienced such an 
intrusive project by such inconsiderate developers.  The massive remodel has been a hideous, 6 -day -a week 
experience  for contiguous neighbors and the neighborhood as a whole.  

Thank you for your confirmation of this email and for asking these questions of the owner/developer. 

Barbara Bice 




