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March 15, 2021, 

 

Sent to emails jdriver@cityofpasadena.net, tvarsh@cityofpasadena.net  

 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

City of Pasadena 

100 North Garfield Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

 

 Re: HDP #6837 for 801 S. San Rafael Ave. 

  BZA Agenda March 18, 2021 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals,  

 

I live at  just about 1 mi. away from 801 S. San Rafael Ave. While 

familiarizing myself with Pasadena’s zoning laws and permit policies (for another, unrelated 

project), my friend who owns the property at 815 S. San Rafael brought my attention to the 

matter of HDP #6837. As an informed and concerned citizen who has been following this matter 

for some time now, there are some irregular things about this project that trouble and/or 

confuse me. 

 

In my understanding, the fundamental purpose of a Hillside Development Permit is to ensure 

that a proposed project has minimal impact to both the visual and environmental character of 

the neighborhood. The substantial amount of construction that has already occurred prior to 

this public hearing shows the value of having HDPs – in that the structures relevant to this 

permit visually break from what I have seen elsewhere in the neighborhood, and it would have 

been nice if there was a system of community checks and balances to review the project prior 

to the beginning of their construction.  

 

Supporting this visual inspection with a data-driven perspective, it strikes me as unusual that 

this project has quite the number of substantive, potentially habitable buildings that are being 

constructed on this property within a short period of time. Looking through other public 

commentary on this project and comparing  their accounts to what I have personally seen, both 

in person and from the public records, I have no trouble believing that the discordance of this 

project might have something to do with the piecemeal and potentially incoherent nature of its 

permitting process that others suggest has occurred. 

 

I researched all residences that appear to be within the 500 foot radius of this property based 

on data available from the LA County Assessor’s website and Zillow (attached below).  Out of 71 



residences, I found only 18 that have any detached accessory structures that are not zero-sided, 

open-roofed patio pergolas.  Of the 18, only a single residence (964 Hillside Terrace) appears to 

have more than one such accessory structure.  And that residence has only two such structures.   

 

If my research is correct, then the idea of building three more detached accessory structures – 

totaling 1462 square feet – on a property where a fourth 600 square foot detached accessory 

structure (the front yard garage) is compatible with development in the existing neighborhood 

seems as wrong as it looks. 

 

Admittedly, I am not an architect or city planner. I have only lived here for the past thirty years, 

and only know much of the neighborhood from a street view. However, I believe that if you 

took a walk around my neighborhood and looked at how things are coming along for yourself, 

you might also have some additional concerns about this project – not just what it is doing, but 

what, if allowed, it signals can be done moving forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Whalen 

 

 

 

 



 

500 foot radius 

neighbors Square Feet

# of Apparent 

Detached Accessory 

Structures

Property Value 

per Zillow (Mil)

7732 1 7

7088 1 5.1

6909 0 7

6726 1 6.9

6541 0 5.4

5763 1 4.7

5761 1 6.1

5744 1 7.5

5021 0 4.5

4875 0 3.7

4825 ?? ??

4823 1 4.7

4716 0 4.7

4706 0 4.5

4706 0 3.9

4387 0 3.4

4282 0 3.7

4011 2 3.6

3638 0 3.9

3634 1 3.6

3544 0 3.4

3531 0 3.3

3184 1 3.6

3156 0 2.4

3120 1 3.3

3053 1 2.6

2879 0 1.7

2874 1 3.4

2761 0 2.9

2731 0 2

2688 0 2.1

2688 1 3.2

2667 0 1.6

2633 0 1.9

2599 0 2.4

2576 0 2.4

2422 0 1.8

2410 1 2.3

2396 1 1.9

2375 0 1.9

2303 0 1.6

2300 ?? ??

2255 1 2.1

2235 0 1.9

2208 1 2.1

2193 1 1.9

2174 0 1.6

2107 0 1.6

2060 0 2

2058 0 1.7

2043 ?? ??

2000 0 2.2

1987 0 1.6

1961 0 1.5

1927 ?? ??

1906 0 1.8

1900 0 1.6

1882 0 1.7

1824 0 1.5

1805 0 1.4

1750 0 1.3

1745 0 1.3

870 Laguna 1734 0 1.4

1720 1 1.3

1712 0 1.3

1684 0 1.3

1651 0 1.3

1623 0 1.3

1615 1 1.3

1572 0 1.8

1518 1 1.8

1470 0 1.2

Average 3098.57 0.34 2.8

Total other addresses 71

Houses with detached accessory structures 18

Houses with more than 1 detached accessory structure 1

Average number of accessory structures 0.34

800 San Rafael Terrace

1025 Hillside Terrace

790 San Rafael Terrace

920 Mesa Verde

1011 Hillside Terrace

795 San Rafael Terrace

989 Hillside Terrace

858 Laguna Raod

949 Mesa Verde

880 San Remo

1003 Hillside Terrace

837 San Rafael Terrace

880 Laguna Road

858 San Remo

929 Mesa Verde

755 S. San Rafael

1010 Hillside Terrace

940 Mesa Verde

760 S. San Rafael

981 Hillside Terrace

777 Hillside terrace

725 San Remo

740 S. San Rafael

1000 Hillside Terrace

711 S. San Rafael

787 S. San Rafael

989 Mesa Verde

820 San Rafael Terrace

780 S. San Rafael

976 Hillside Terrace

990 Mesa Verde

960 Mesa Verde

970 Mesa Verde

959 Mesa Verde

855 San Remo

979 Mesa Verde

980 Mesa Verde

800 S. San Rafael

707 Rockwood

808 S. San Rafael

900 S San Rafael

909 Mesa Verde

830 S. San Rafael

765 S. San Rafael

875 San Remo

805 San Rafael Terrace

696 Burleigh Drive

825 San Rafael Terrace

818 S. San Rafael

815 S. San Rafael

720 S. San Rafael

805 San Remo

1020 Hillside terrace

950 Mesa Verde

969 Hillside Terrace

890 San Remo

695 San Remo

775 San Rafael Terrace

969 Mesa Verde

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES WITH APPARENT DETACHED 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES

930 Mesa Verde

870 S. San Rafael

810 Hillside terrace

835 S. San Rafael

901 S. San Rafael

248 S. San Rafael

954 Hillside Terrace

730 S. San Rafael

801 S. San Rafael

710 S. San Rafael

830 Hillside Terrace

964 Hillside terrace



	

 
 
 
March 16, 2021 
 
 
City of Pasadena Board of Zoning Appeals 
Attn: Tess Varsh 
City Hall 
100 N. Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena 91101 
 
 
Re: 801 S. San Rafael Ave. 
 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals: 
  
We believe the John Van de Kamp house qualifies as a landmark, and ask you to consider this 
Hillside Development Permit in light of its eligibility as an historic resource. City staff initially 
identified the house as possibly landmark eligible, and we assumed it was being treated accordingly. 
 
After watching with distress so many changes happening at the property (new 3-car garage in the 
front, total gutting of the interior, demolition of exterior walls except for the front facade, etc.), we 
nominated it as a landmark, submitting the application on July 6, 2020. Due to miscommunication, 
with fault on both sides, we did not receive the city’s determination that the building did NOT 
qualify in their opinion until after the appeal deadline. 
 
Because we could not appeal, and in response to questions raised in the decision letter that we 
eventually received, we submitted additional information on January 15, 2021 that documented 
new information about John Van de Kamp’s continued prominent career and accomplishments 
while living in the house. We believe the additional information we submitted clearly demonstrates 
the property’s eligibility as a landmark. 
 
In January, we specifically requested that our revised landmark application be reconsidered in light of 
the new information submitted, and asked for a determination of eligibility. Apparently that request 
was not clearly understood and, as of last week, no further evaluation of the property’s eligibility or 
consideration of our additional information has proceeded. Therefore all reference to the landmark 
application in the staff report provided to you is entirely based on our first submission and does not 
take into account our request for re-evaluation or the additional information provided. We have 
attached a copy of that additional information for your information. 
 
We ask members of the Board of Zoning Appeals to consider first if the property is eligible to be a 
City of Pasadena Landmark under Criterion B:  “It is associated with the lives of persons who are 
significant in the history of the City, region, or State.” We believe that the property was John Van 
de Kamp’s primary residence during the productive portion of his career. The letters included in this 
packet attest to that fact. If you agree that the property is landmark eligible, we ask you to ask the 
planning staff what would have been different in the review and approval process for the multi-
phased project that has now been largely completed. 
 



	
	

Re: 801 S. San Rafael Ave. | Page 2 

Pasadena Heritage is neutral on the most recent request for two structures in the rear of the house 
that will not be seen from the street. However, we strongly object that the project has been 
piecemealed and that there has been little opportunity for the public to see or evaluate it. Even city 
staff have not been able to consider the project in its entirely since it was presented as a series of 
approvals, one after another, rather than one complete submission. 
 
We respectfully ask you as members of the Board of Zoning Appeals to approve the eligibility of 
this resource as a landmark. We further ask you to reverse or ask staff to reconsider any approval 
for this project that would have been different had the property been considered landmark-eligible 
at the beginning. 
 
Pasadena Heritage has high regard for the Planning staff that we regularly work with and with whom 
we regularly exchange views with on various projects. In this case, however, we believe that a 
mistake was made early in the review process which has been compounded with each additional 
review and approval. Had the property been identified as landmark eligible at the beginning (as a 
staff member initially reported), less historic fabric would have been lost, less demolition would 
have taken place, and there would have been more opportunity for public awareness, review and 
comment. Had the project been considered as a whole, instead of piecemeal, better site planning 
and more consideration of alternatives could have been part of the process. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 



	

 
 
January 15, 2021 
 
David Reyes 
Director of Planning & Community Development 
City of Pasadena 
Hale Building 
175 N. Garfield Ave., 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Re: Supplemental Documentation to Prove Eligibility of 801 S. San Rafael Ave. 
 
Dear Mr. Reyes, 
  
Pasadena Heritage requests that the City of Pasadena reconsider the eligibility of the Van de 
Kamp house and property at 801 South San Rafael Avenue as an historic resource. We have 
compiled additional sources that prove that John Van de Kamp lived at the property during an 
esteemed and productive period of his life.  We were very disappointed to receive the decision 
letter and frustrated that we did not know it had been sent. It was certainly our fault that our 
general mailbox was not monitored carefully enough, but we would have hoped that the letter 
would have been sent directly to our contact person so that it would have received immediate 
attention. The end result was that we regret that we missed the 10 day appeal period to 
respond to your decision. 
 
We do strongly disagree with the decision that the property is not eligible as an historic 
resource under Criterion B, while we agree with the assessment that it does not qualify under 
the other categories.  We find the conclusion that Mr. Van de Kamp did not reside at the 
house during his most productive portion of his life incorrect. We believe the house can and 
should be considered eligible for his many accomplishments during his time of residence. We 
have performed further research and developed with a list of major campaigns and causes 
where he provided pivotal leadership and accomplishment for which he was regionally and 
nationally recognized, from 1987 onward, to substantiate our position. 
 
John Van de Kamp’s accomplishments in the later portion of his life stand on their own. John’s 
career was long and storied, including many significant achievements while living in this house. In 
many ways, it was the most impactful time of his life. Some of his successes have had lasting 
impacts on issues we still face today. For example, he prevented the merger between Southern 
California Edison and San Diego Gas and Electric, as well as worked out deals for several 
supermarket consolidations. The utility merger would have been particularly problematic. In 
recent years California has been attempting to rein in large investor-owned utilities due to their 
direct role in wildfires. A massive utility created by the combination of SCE and SDGE could 
have been more damaging than PG&E has been to in Northern California. John Van de Kamp 
exhibited great foresight in preventing this merger. 
 
John Van de Kamp was a deeply trusted man by regulators and businesses alike. It was for his 
reputation of fairness and reason that he was chosen to oversee and mediate in the scandal-
prone City of Vernon. His role as Independent Special Counsel brought Good Governance 
reforms and steered Vernon out of a period of turmoil. He similarly oversaw efforts to reform 
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the J Paul Getty Trust, one of Los Angeles County’s most important arts institutions. It is a 
testament to his character that he was brought on time and time again to mediate these 
difficult, and politically sensistive, issues. 
 
We have compiled news articles and reports pertaining to these efforts and more, and 
organized them into a Dropbox folder so that they can be studied more closely. We focused 
on achievements from 1987 and later, corresponding to the period of residence at 801 S. San 
Rafael Ave. We also have included two letters from Mr. C. Douglas Kranwinkle and Mr. William 
Bogaard, which provide first-hand testimony on John’s accomplishments, as well as the 
importance of the property as a meeting place for politicians and government leaders. The 
folder can be viewed here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0wetssam4cz092l/AABvsDglF8xilN7nY1PxI8R0a?dl=0  
 
In hindsight, we should have asked for a thorough assessment of eligibility as soon as we 
learned about the project, and we wish we had done so. We were told that an early staff 
review concluded the property was “probably eligible” and relied on that information without 
investigating more directly.  We also did not learn about the project until it was well underway 
because it did not appear on any public meeting agenda, and we were first focused on the 
garage, which we learned was allowable under the Hillside Ordinance. We hope that in the 
future, the strong new changes to the Historic Preservation Ordinance as well as the Hillside 
Ordinance will prevent projects like this from proceeding without more in-depth review and 
that we will be able to learn of them earlier in the process. If eligibility had been explored more 
thoroughly in the beginning, we believe that this project would be significantly different and 
much more preservation sensitive today. With the newly approved code changes, even more 
scrutiny would now be in effect and be brought to bear on a project like this one. 
 
Pasadena Heritage does not intend to pursue with a second landmark nomination of the 
property at the present time, but we still ask that its eligibility as an historic resource be 
reconsidered in light of the information we are providing herewith and hope that staff’s 
conclusion will change. As preservation advocates, we do not support the landmarking of 
historic homes where interiors have been fully gutted, exteriors have been demolished or 
significantly altered, or there has been wholesale replacement of historic fabric unnecessarily. 
We recognize that Criterion B allows some more flexibility for change than Criterion C, which 
should be more stringent to protect the architecture itself.  Because of this, and the fact that 
the primary façade of the building is largely intact, the property can by all accounts be 
recognized as the home of John Van de Kamp. Determining the property eligible as an historic 
resource can still provide some protections and regulation going forward, and we believe that 
the property meets the eligibility standard. 
 
We thank you for your time in addressing this request. Please contact us should you have 
questions or need further information. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 



                   Bill Bogaard

                              

                         


                              January 16, 2021


Susan Mossman, Executive Director

Andrew Salimian, Preservation Director

Pasadena Heritage

651 South Saint John Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91105


Dear Sue and Andrew,


 As you requested, I am pleased to confirm in this letter certain 
information regarding John Van de Kamp, a lifelong resident of Pasadena, and 
believe that his home at 801 South San Rafael Avenue meets the criteria to 
be declared eligible for landmark status as a Pasadena Landmark under 
Section 17.62.040 of the Pasadena Zoning Code.


 Based on my nearly 50 years of friendship and community and social 
interaction with John in Pasadena, there is no doubt in my mind that this 
property meets the requirements of Criterion B as being “associated with the 
lives of persons who are significant in the history” of Pasadena, Southern 
California, and the State of California.  


 For a full statement of the facts and circumstances of John’s residence 
in the South San Rafael Avenue property, reference is made to the Landmark 
Nomination submitted by Pasadena Heritage for the John K. Van de Kamp 
House. John and his wife, Andrea, acquired the house in 1987 and, with their 
daughter Diana, made it their family home from then until John’s death in 
2017.


 When my family and I moved to Pasadena in 1970, one of the first 
families we met were Harry and Georgie Van de Kamp and their son, John, 



who were neighbors three doors away.  From that point on, we had the 
privilege and pleasure of knowing and socializing with John Van de Kamp and 
his family, and standing in awe of his many talents, energy and 
accomplishments.  His interests and activities, his responsibilities and 
relationships, his good judgment and positive impact were truly extraordinary.  
In a word, he was a classic “Renaissance man”!


 In the domain of public service, he served as Assistant U.S. Attorney, 
Federal Public Defender, Los Angeles County District Attorney, and California 
Attorney General, frequently taking courageous and principled positions on 
difficult issues facing California.  His landmark cases included antitrust, 
mergers, legal compliance, and the environment.


 In the pursuit of community service, frequently as a volunteer in the 
public interest,  he served with the Norton Simon Museum, Skid Row 
Development Corporation, the California Conservation Corps, the California 
Historical Society, the Pasadena Education Foundation, St. Andrew Church in 
Pasadena, and the fundraising for the Jackie and Mack Robinson Memorial at 
Pasadena City Hall.


 John was frequently called upon to deal with problems that seemed to 
have no solution, but required the utmost of intelligence, integrity, good 
judgment, and impeccable reputation.  Throughout his long and distinguished 
career, he was dedicated to Pasadena, its many institutions, and its tradition of 
civic engagement and public service.  At the time of his death, the Los 
Angeles described him as “a towering political figure” and a person who “lived 
for the values of justice and opportunity that define the State of California”.


 Among those who saluted John at the time of death were Warren M. 
Christopher, former U.S. Secretary of State,  Governor Jerry Brown, Xavier 
Becerra, California Attorney General, Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer, 
U.S. Judge Stephen Trott,  Mickey Kantor, former U.S. Secretary of Commerce, 
and many others.  It is clear to me that during his lifetime he was the best 
known public and political figure in the City of Pasadena, and a source of 
great pride among the people of this great City.


 John Van de Kamp’s home at 801 South San Rafael Avenue for 30 years 
is surely an eligible landmark in Pasadena and should be recognized as such.  



If there is any way I can be helpful in regard to this historic property, please 
do not hesitate to let me know.


                                   Very truly yours,






         
         
        January 15, 2021 
 
Ms. Susan Mossman, Director 
Mr. Andrew Salimian, Preservation Director 
Pasadena Heritage 
651 South St. John Street 
Pasadena CA 91105 
 
Dear Ms. Mossman and Mr. Salimian: 
 
 I write in support of the application of Pasadena Heritage to have the property located 
at 801 South San Rafael, Pasadena 91105 (sometimes referred to as “the Property”) declared an 
eligible historic resource based on the fact that it was the long-time residence of John K. Van de 
Kamp, a very distinguished legal, political and business leader of Pasadena, Los Angeles County 
and the State of California.  John and his wife, Andrea, acquired the Property in 1987 and, with 
their daughter, Diana, resided in it as the Van de Kamp family residence until John’s death in 
2017. 
 
 John was a personal friend.  My wife and I met John and Andrea before they married.  
We were introduced at a dinner party hosted by John’s parents, Harry and Georgia Van de 
Kamp.  Georgia, herself a force of nature, was an extremely active and effective leader in the 
Pasadena area, traits which she passed on to John.  We became close friends of John and 
Andrea over the years, playing tennis together and dining in one another’s homes frequently.  I 
assisted John in his campaigns for Los Angeles County District Attorney and California Attorney 
General.  He served with distinction in both of those offices and was highly respected 
nationally.  (As an aside, we had as a visitor to our home about 10 years ago former New 
Mexico Governor Bill Richardson who greatly admired John and asked to meet him; I took 
Governor Richardson to the Property where he and John talked about national affairs for 
hours.) 
 
 After his service as California Attorney General, John turned his focus to Pasadena, the 
town in which he had been raised, attended schools and lived while serving as an Assistant US 
Attorney and then the first Federal Public Defender.  It was a frequent occurrence for John and 
Andrea to host events at the Property attended by very distinguished guests.  We had the 
pleasure of being there and meeting, among others, both Governors Edmund G. Brown Senior 
and Junior, then San Francisco Mayor and now US Senator Dianne Feinstein, former US Trade 
Representative Micky Cantor and California Treasurer Jesse Unruh.  The Property was a well-
known site of high-level political gatherings.  When John died in 2017, his funeral attendees 
included a Who’s Who group of local, state and national political and governmental leaders. 
 
  
 



 In addition to his political elder statesman activities while residing at the Property, John 
became increasingly involved in significant local  matters.  He was instrumental in guiding the 
Pasadena Education Foundation, chairing its advisory board, meeting with and providing 
guidance on numerous occasions to the Superintendent of Education and assisting in raising 
funds to improve Pasadena public schools.  He was personally active in the annual Principal for 
a Day Program which he encouraged me and many others to support.  John was also a close 
advisor to Rachael Worby, the founder and continuing leader of Mus/ique, now a widely 
acclaimed cultural success in Southern California.  Ms. Worby was a frequent dinner guest of 
the Van de Kamps at the Property. 
 
 Finally, while residing at the Property, John was a distinguished business leader.  He was 
for many years the full-time Chairman of the Board of Lawry’s Foods, a prominent international 
restaurant and specialty foods company. 
 
 Although this is largely intended to be about John K. Van de Kamp’s prominence while 
residing at the Property, I would be remiss if I did not mention that John’s wife, Andrea, was 
also an active and effective leader in the community during that same time period.   Among 
other activities, she was of central importance in helping the City of Pasadena raise funds to 
restore a different landmark property, The Rose Bowl.   
 
 In short, the Property had a very distinguished period during the residence of John K. 
Van de Kamp and his wife, Andrea. 
 
      Very truly yours 
 
 
 
      C. Douglas Kranwinkle 



OBITUARIES

John Van de Kamp, former California attorney general and L.A.
County district attorney, dies at 81

John Van de Kamp, right, leads a 2007 hearing of the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice at
Loyola Law School. (Carlos Chavez / Los Angeles Times)

By MATT STEVENS

MARCH 15, 2017 | 6:15 PM

John and Andrea Van de Kamp had been married almost a decade when they went to
the Kentucky Derby in 1986.

By that point, Van de Kamp was already a career politician and had garnered a
reputation for being cautious — friends and colleagues saw a measured but

John Van de Kamp, former California attorney general and L.A. Co... https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-van-de-kamp-201...
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thoughtful leader who would routinely defend laws he personally opposed, because it
was his job to do so.

But at Churchill Downs, Van de Kamp and a friend split a $100 bet on a 17-to-1
longshot.

When the horse won, Van de Kamp’s wife was introduced to a side of her husband
she didn’t know. “I’d never heard him yell before,” she said. “… I heard words that I
didn’t know he knew. I must say, he was quite articulate with them.”

A towering political figure who became the top prosecutor in Los Angeles County and
then California before running for governor, Van de Kamp died Tuesday at his home
in Pasadena after a brief illness. He was 81. A family friend, Fred Registrar,
confirmed his death.

One election cycle after that spring afternoon at the racetrack, opponents would
accuse Van de Kamp of being too dull and robotic to take the reins of governor of
California . The criticisms would ultimately help sink the Southland native in the
1990 Democratic primary against Dianne Feinstein, and he would never again seek
high-profile political office.

But by that time, the modestly raised member of a family known for its baked goods
and windmill-themed bakeries had already left a significant mark in public life. In a
career that spanned decades, Van de Kamp helped institute a revolutionary
computerized fingerprint identification program, was instrumental in the push to
“fast track” cases stuck in the state’s civil courts, and pressed a laundry list of
environmental, consumer rights and campaign finance reform cases that chiseled his
public image into that of a liberal lion.
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John Van de Kamp when he was attorney general in 1988. (Los Angeles Times)

“John Van de Kamp lived for the values of justice and opportunity that define the
state of California,” said state Atty. Gen. Xavier Becerra, who once worked for Van de
Kamp. “I will forever be grateful for the confidence he showed in me from my earliest
days of public service under his leadership at the California Department of Justice.”

“John understood the higher calling of public service,” Becerra said. “He performed
for the people of California like few others.”

Gov. Jerry Brown also praised the former attorney general.

“John was a wonderful public servant and had a real sense of justice,” Brown said in a
statement released by his office.

Born in Pasadena to a bank teller and a teacher — and into a prominent family whose
name was synonymous with baked goods — Van de Kamp attended a private school
in Altadena, which thrust him into the outdoors and fostered in him an early
appreciation for nature.

John Van de Kamp, former California attorney general and L.A. Co... https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-van-de-kamp-201...
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The Van de Kamp’s Holland Dutch Bakeries Model T delivery truck in Pasadena in 1924. (File photo / Van de Kamp’s
Holland Dutch Bakeries)

By 16, the precocious student went away to Dartmouth, and after a brief foray into
broadcasting, he graduated from Stanford Law School in his early 20s. He served a
short stint in the military before being appointed an assistant U.S. attorney.

He eventually entered politics, making an unsuccessful bid for a San Fernando Valley
congressional seat, and continued working on campaigns until 1971, when he was
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tapped to head L.A.’s new Federal Public Defender’s Office. The job required him to
switch sides, sometimes standing up to the very agencies he had once fought for.

Five years later, he would reverse roles again, after being selected to replace L.A.
County’s district attorney, who had died in office.

“An extraordinary leader of impeccable integrity, John never backed away from
taking strong, principled stands on tough issues,” Los Angeles City Atty. Mike Feuer
recalled. “John was supremely effective at everything he did — always with a quiet
confidence and devotion to public service that inspired generations of lawyers.”

It was in this role that Van de Kamp came face to face with the infamous Hillside
Stranglers case, which would blotch his public career.

In 1977 and 1978, 10 young women and girls had been strangled, their bodies
dumped on hillsides near downtown Los Angeles. Four years later, Van de Kamp, as
district attorney, had to decide whether to prosecute one of the accused killers.

One suspect, Kenneth Bianchi, had accepted responsibility for five killings in a plea
bargain that spared him the death penalty. He also agreed to be the key witness
against his accomplice and cousin, Angelo Buono Jr.

But Bianchi began changing his story to investigators, and doubt emerged about his
reliability as a witness. Ultimately, senior prosecutors recommended dropping the
murder charges against Buono and instead prosecuting him on lesser sex crimes. Van
de Kamp approved the plan.

Then, in a bold and unusual move, Superior Court Judge Ronald George ordered the
capital case to continue. It was transferred to then-Atty. Gen. George Deukmejian,
whose office eventually secured Buono’s conviction for nine of 10 murders.
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“We made an error in that case,” Van de Kamp told The Times later, during his bid
for governor. “And I take full responsibility.”

Despite the setback, Van de Kamp easily won election to the state attorney general’s
office, where he created special units to handle child abuse, sexual assault and police
shootings. It was there he launched the Cal-ID fingerprint system and, in an
uncharacteristically brash move, strode into the Legislature with an AK-47 to support
an effort to limit private ownership of assault weapons.

But the job of being the state’s top prosecutor would expose him to new problems
that would eventually hamstring his campaign for governor. In his role as attorney
general, for example, he felt compelled to defend the state’s efforts to prohibit the use
of Medi-Cal benefits for abortions — though he disagreed with the law.

It proved to be one of many contradictions. Indeed, as he campaigned against
Feinstein, a somewhat confounding portrait of the longtime politician emerged: a
Roman Catholic who supported a woman’s right to choose; an opponent of the death
penalty who touted sending inmates to death row; a lifelong political insider who
campaigned on “draining the ethical swamp” of Sacramento special interests.

Feinstein won the race, though she went on to lose to eventual Gov. Pete Wilson. Van
de Kamp, meanwhile, came back home, serving as president of the State Bar of
California, representing the thoroughbred owners of California and becoming a
special monitor in beaten-down Vernon.

“He exemplified all that is best about public service,” said Harvey Rosenfield, founder
of the advocacy group Consumer Watchdog. “He was a determined advocate but
always gracious and thoughtful. John represented a golden era of politics, when the
public’s interest was always the priority over partisan gain.”

Van de Kamp is survived by his wife and a daughter, Diana.
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Times staff writer Patrick McGreevy contributed to this report.

UPDATES:

6:15 p.m.: This article was updated throughout with more biographical information
and reaction.

This article was originally published at 12:35 p.m.
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By Richard Sandomir

March 17, 2017

John Van de Kamp, a prominent former prosecutor in Los Angeles who, as California’s attorney general, carried an AK-47 into a State Assembly hearing to demonstrate his opposition to
assault rifles, died on March 14 at his home in Pasadena. He was 81.

Philip R. Recht, a partner at Mayer Brown, the law firm where Mr. Van de Kamp worked until recently, confirmed his death. The cause was not yet known.

As the Los Angeles district attorney, Mr. Van de Kamp formed units that focused on gangs, domestic violence and white-collar crime in the entertainment industry. But he was probably
best known for his decision in 1981 not to pursue murder charges against Angelo Buono Jr., who was accused of killing 10 women in the Hillside Strangler case.

Mr. Van de Kamp felt that he could not rely on the testimony of his key witness, Kenneth Bianchi, Mr. Buono’s accomplice, who had already agreed to plead guilty to five of the murders.
But after Mr. Van de Kamp approved a recommendation from his senior prosecutors to pursue Mr. Buono for lesser sex crimes, a Superior Court judge, Ronald M. George, rejected the
plan, and the case was transferred to the attorney general’s office. After a two-year trial, Mr. Buono was convicted of nine of the 10 murders.

Mr. Van de Kamp regretted his decision. He told The Los Angeles Times in 1989, “As district attorney, my office made hundreds of prosecutor judgments that were accurate and tough-
minded.” The Buono decision, he added, “was also tough-minded, but it was an error.”

His decision became an issue in 1990 when he ran for the Democratic nomination for governor against Dianne Feinstein, a former mayor of San Francisco. In a television ad, the
narrator said: “John Van de Kamp, who still opposes the death penalty and takes contributions from the Hillside Strangler lawyers, finally admits he made a mistake. Make sure you
don’t make one on Tuesday, June 5.”

He lost the primary to Ms. Feinstein by a wide margin. She was then defeated by Senator Pete Wilson, a Republican, in the campaign to replace George Deukmejian, also a Republican,
as governor.

Mr. Van de Kamp, a liberal Democrat, brought philosophical paradoxes to his public service. A Roman Catholic, he opposed abortion but supported a woman’s right to choose. An
opponent of capital punishment, he followed state law that filled death row with condemned men. When he was serving as the attorney general under Mr. Deukmejian, he appealed a
stay of execution for Robert Alton Harris, who had killed two teenage boys, to the Supreme Court and vowed that he would oversee executions if he were elected governor.

“I swore to uphold the law, and we did,” he told the online magazine LA Progressive in 2015. “That’s what you do when you take public office. You have to support measures that you
might not like and try to deal with them as carefully as you can.”

John Kalar Van de Kamp was born on Feb. 7, 1936, in Pasadena, Calif., to Harry Van de Kamp, a bank teller, and the former Georgie Kalar, a teacher. His uncles founded local bakeries
and several restaurants, including Lawry’s Prime Rib.

Mr. Van de Kamp graduated from Dartmouth and then from Stanford Law School. After his Army service, he joined the United States attorney’s office in Los Angeles.

He was appointed acting United States attorney in 1966 but was replaced a few months later by a permanent successor, William M. Byrne Jr. Mr. Van de Kamp remained with the office
as chief assistant United States attorney until he was named deputy director of the office of United States attorneys in the Justice Department in October 1967.

Within a few months, as troop levels during the Vietnam War were reaching their peak, Attorney General Ramsey Clark put Mr. Van de Kamp in charge of a new unit to prosecute
violations of Selective Service laws. He helped prepare the successful case in 1968 against Dr. Benjamin Spock, the pediatrician and antiwar activist, and three others, who had been

John Van de Kamp, Former Prosecutor in California, Dies at 81

John Van De Kamp, right, at a hearing
of the California Commission on the Fair
Administration of Justice at Loyola Law
School in 2007.
Carlos Chavez/Los Angeles Times, via Getty
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Mr. Van de Kamp, left, announcing Johnnie L. Cochran as a new assistant district attorney at
a news conference in 1977 in Los Angeles. Rick Meyer/Los Angeles Times, via Associated Press
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accused of conspiracy to counsel draft evasion. The verdict was eventually reversed.

Mr. Van de Kamp entered politics in 1969, losing a race for a congressional seat in California to Barry Goldwater Jr., a son of the Republican Arizona senator who lost the 1964
presidential race to Lyndon B. Johnson.

Two years later Mr. Van de Kamp returned to government service as the first federal public defender in Los Angeles, shifting his focus from prosecuting criminals to advocating on their
behalf.

“We were able to help real people,” he told Pasadena Weekly in 2015. “People are in trouble, and we helped them to get through this or find a new way of getting on with their lives.”

In 1975 he became a prosecutor again, this time on the local level, when he was appointed district attorney in Los Angeles after the death of the incumbent, Joseph Busch. Mr. Van de
Kamp was subsequently elected twice to the position; during his first term, he was on the short list to become director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a job that went to William
H. Webster.

Mr. Van de Kamp’s signature achievement in two terms as attorney general was setting up a computerized fingerprinting system. But he was also known for his vigorous antitrust
enforcement and efforts at environmental and consumer protection.

On the day he brought the AK-47 to the State Assembly, in February 1989, Mr. Van de Kamp held the rifle to his chest and told legislators that he could kill them all in the time it took to
utter a sentence.

“You are lucky that I am the attorney general and not a nut,” he told them.

He is survived by his wife, the former Andrea Fisher, and a daughter, Diana Van de Kamp.

After losing the campaign for governor in 1990, Mr. Van de Kamp entered private practice. He also served as president of the Thoroughbred Owners of California, which allowed him to
indulge his love of horse racing, and as chairman of his family’s Lawry’s Restaurants chain.

And he pursued the abolition of the death penalty, which he could not while he was attorney general. He supported unsuccessful ballots to end capital punishment in the state in 2012 and
2016 and filed a lawsuit that led the state Supreme Court to stay the implementation of another ballot that was narrowly approved by voters and would shorten the death row appeals
process.
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John Van de Kamp, one of California’s 
most distinguished legal and politi-
cal figures, died on March 14, 2017 at 

the age of 81. Friends, family, clergy, col-
leagues from bench and bar, and official 
Los Angeles, gathered at his home parish 
of St. Andrew Catholic Church in Pasa-
dena on March 30th to remember John.

Van de Kamp’s calm and thoughtful 
manner brought him respect through-
out his career, but the gush of apprecia-
tion and genuine affection expressed by 
several presenters at his memorial service 
were something else again. Father Paul A. 
Sustayta, principal celebrant and John’s 
longtime pastor, called John “my trea-
sured friend,” spoke of his lifetime of good works, and 
said that his pioneering, forward-thinking record placed 
him far ahead of his time in the administration of justice. 

Van de Kamp was the district attorney of Los Ange-
les County for six years, beginning in 1975.1 Judge Ste-
phen S. Trott of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit was a senior prosecutor in the DA’s Office when 
Van de Kamp took charge. In his remarks at the service, 
Trott vividly recalled that many of his fellow prosecu-
tors scratched their heads at Van de Kamp’s appoint-
ment. How could someone who had spent the past five 
years as the federal public defender lead the DA’s Office? 
But in fact, Trott said, Van de Kamp “revolutionized 
and improved every facet, every function” of the office. 

Trott, whom Van de Kamp tapped to be his chief 
deputy, recited a litany of John’s reforms: establishing 
innovative, dedicated units targeted at child abusers, 
career criminals, crime in the entertainment industry, 
sexual assaults, hardcore gang violence, elderly and nurs-
ing home abuse, the unique needs of crime victims, and 
the “Roll-out Unit” which dispatched a specially trained 
team of prosecutors and investigators to the scene of 
police shootings to independently investigate them.2

 “Most lawyers are short on understanding people, 
and that set John apart,” said Trott. “John started as a 
public defender, but he ended as a defender of the public.”

Upon election as state attorney general 
in 1983, Van de Kamp again introduced 
visionary changes including, California’s 
first computerized fingerprint system, 
greatly enhancing law enforcement’s 
effectiveness in crime-solving. He also 
created the Public Rights Division, which 
gave new emphasis to cases in special-
ized fields like antitrust, environmental 
law, consumer protection and civil rights. 
Such accomplishments helped Van de 
Kamp win re-election in 1986.

Los Angeles attorney Kevin O’Connell 
also shared memories of John. Their 
friendship dated back to 1963 when they 
were both young lawyers in the U.S. Attor-

ney’s Office. They shared a love of the law, theater, music, 
and especially boxing fights at the Olympic Auditorium 
where a small group of lawyers would go after work every 
Thursday night. One of their favorite boxers was the famous 
Armando (“Mando”) Ramos, whom they rooted for over 
drinks and cigars. O’Connell also recalled a memorable 
conversation he had with Warren Christopher, then in the 
Carter administration and charged with vetting candidates 
for FBI director. Van de Kamp was on a short list for the post 
and, while he didn’t get the job, Christopher told O’Connell 
that John was “the most honorable person that ever lived.”

Mickey Kantor, former U.S. trade representative and 
Department of Commerce secretary under President 
Bill Clinton, and John’s longtime friend, political ally, 
and law partner, considered Van de Kamp “the perfect 
public servant,” devoted to the public good to an unusual 
degree. Moreover, despite the demands of law practice, 
John “never missed a chance to counsel a younger per-
son,” or to share L.A.’s history. Much of Van de Kamp’s 
career had been spent in the city’s civic center. The Van 
de Kamp family, founders of the venerable Van de Kamp 
Bakeries and Lawry’s Restaurants, was part of that early 
history, opening its very first retail venture — a potato 
chip stand — on South Spring Street in 1915. Kantor said 
John enjoyed taking law clerks on a four-hour walking 
tour of his favorite L.A. landmarks.

“Van de Kamp might have been governor if his prin-
ciples hadn’t gotten in the way,” Kantor said, alluding to 
John’s loss to then former San Francisco Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein in the hotly contested 1990 Democratic guber-
natorial primary election. Feinstein ran blistering TV 
commercials attacking Van de Kamp as “trying to let 

A P P R E C I A T I O N S

John Van de Kamp: Man of Principle
By K at h l e e n T u t t l e*

* Kathleen Tuttle is the deputy-in-charge, Antitrust Sec-
tion, Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office, and author of 
the upcoming book, Lawyers of Los Angeles. She knew John 
Van de Kamp through legal circles and writing projects, and 
as a fellow Pasadenan.
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loose a killer.”3 The ads referred to the prosecution of 
Angelo Buono (called the “Hillside Strangler”), who was 
charged with the strangulation murders of ten women. 
As district attorney, Van de Kamp had agreed to drop 
murder charges against Buono. 

Naturally there is more to that story, left unsaid at the 
service, but its telling fully illuminates Van de Kamp’s 
character. Kenneth Bianchi and his cousin Angelo Buono, 
Jr. committed rape and other crimes against ten women 
before killing them during October 1977 and February 
1978. The men were called the “Hillside Stranglers” because 
many of the victims’ strangled, nude bodies were found — 
one at a time, every several days — along the hillsides in the 
Hollywood-Glendale area. Bianchi was apprehended first, 
and immediately reached a plea agreement, conditioned 
on being the prosecution’s star witness against Angelo 
Buono. Because little physical evidence linked Buono to 
the murders, Bianchi’s testimony was essential.

Bianchi repeatedly flip-flopped concerning his origi-
nal confession and statements to the police, and even 
claimed to have multiple personalities. He wrote an “open 
letter to the world,” reported in the Los Angeles Times,4 
repudiating his initial confession, available for all to see.

Deputies called for a meeting with Van de Kamp. They 
presented a lengthy summary of Bianchi’s inconsistencies, 
describing it as “self-immolation of his own credibility.”5 
For them, this posed “an ethical problem . . . ethical con-
cerns . . . in using a witness they themselves regarded as 
totally unreliable.”6 Van de Kamp evaluated, then ultimately 
concurred in their appraisal, deeming it “our best judgment 
considering the ethical principles that govern prosecutors.”7

In court, the deputies moved to dismiss the murder 
charges. Instead, they would prosecute Buono for the 
remaining non-murder charges as the quickest way 
to keep him off the streets and to protect the public. 
Despite Feinstein’s accusation to the contrary in the 
gubernatorial primary a few years later, prosecutors 
never contemplated “letting [Buono] loose.”

Judge Ronald M. George, then on the Los Angeles 
Superior Court and presiding over the trial, denied the 
People’s motion, declared that in the furtherance of 
justice the murder charges should be decided by a jury, 
and ordered the District Attorney’s Office to resume its 
prosecution.8 After further deliberation, Van de Kamp 
then succeeded in getting the state attorney general to 
take over the case, whereupon its deputies proceeded to 
trial, then the longest in U.S. history, and secured con-
victions in 9 of the 10 counts of first-degree murder.

Van de Kamp’s ethical concerns, his principles, 
drove his approach to the Hillside Stranglers. Regard-
less of what others thought then (or now), he took the 
expressed reservations of his top lawyers to mean that 
they did not believe in their case. It is problematic for 
a prosecutor to harbor reasonable doubt when asking a 
jury to return murder convictions.9 

It was Van de Kamp’s strong conscience that placed 
him in a class by himself. That is why so many people and 
organizations throughout the years sought his advice 
and counsel and why, during his nearly three decades 
in private law practice, he was often asked to represent 
the public interest in complex legal matters. In 2006, the 
California attorney general appointed Van de Kamp 
as the independent monitor of the J. Paul Getty Trust, 
charged with investigating misuse of the Trust’s funds. 
In 2011, the City of Vernon retained Van de Kamp as an 
independent reform monitor to oversee the clean-up of 
its scandal-tainted city government. John also served a 
term as president of the State Bar of California.

John’s daughter Diana, the final speaker at the memo-
rial, spoke movingly of her father, and she too stressed 
his dedication to principle. She urged the assembled to 
“carry on my dad’s torch in your own lives. Celebrate 
him by pushing for what’s right, not popular.”

Van de Kamp will be remembered most as a tower-
ing figure in California law and politics, but he was also 
a devoted family man. He and his wife Andrea were 
married for 39 years. Andrea’s well-recognized accom-
plishments in the arts and philanthropy, and John’s 
focus on law and public service, led them to interests 
and friendships that spanned the cultural and civic life 
of Pasadena and greater Los Angeles.

When the afternoon service concluded, the large crowd 
spilled out onto a sunny plaza for food and drink, including 
huge bowls of potato chips made from the famous original 
Lawry’s recipe. The air was thick with rich conversation 
of bygone campaigns, ballot proposition fights, legal cases 
and causes, and decades-old friendships. Guests — many 
now in their eighth and ninth decades — seemed reluctant 
to depart; so many dear friends had reconnected. 

As I headed to the parking lot it struck me that, while 
we are a region often criticized for lacking social cohe-
sion, depth, and regard for the past, celebrating John, the 
learned, Ivy-League educated scion of a revered century-
old L.A. family, brought out a proud sense of community.

The testimonials to John’s integrity and commitment 
to public service undoubtedly made many feel inspired, 
yet wistful, for we may not see his like again. ✯

E n dnote s

1. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors appointed 
Van de Kamp to complete the unfinished term of L.A. County 
District Attorney Joseph P. Busch, who had died in office. Van 
de Kamp then won election to a four-year term in 1976.
2. The Roll-Out Unit was triggered in part by a shooting in early 
1979. Eula Love was an African-American woman who lived in 
South Central Los Angeles and failed to pay her gas bill. When 
gas company employees came out to terminate service, alleg-
edly there was an altercation that only escalated once police 
were called to the scene. Love threw a kitchen knife toward offi-
cers, and police shot and killed her. Community outrage and 

Continued on page 25 
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10. Ibid. at 545, 550.
11. See ibid. at 547–48, 551. The District Court dealt with the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 163 U.S. 536, 551–52 
— which had (a) held “social equality” to be unprotected by the 
Fourteenth Amendment and (b) countenanced separate but 
equal—by boldly proclaiming, “A paramount requisite in the 
American system of public education is social equality. It must 
be open to all children by unified school association regardless 
of lineage.” 64 F.Supp at 549; see also ibid. at 550 & n.7.
12. Westminster School Dist. of Orange County v. Mendez 
(1947) 161 F.2d 774 (9th Cir.).
13. Ibid. at 781. The Ninth Circuit distinguished Plessy, but 
on narrower grounds than the District Court. See supra, note 
11. The Ninth Circuit acknowledged that amicus parties had 
urged it to “strike out independently on the whole question of 
segregation,” but, instead, the Court held only that (a) lawful 
segregation could not be established by the defendant school 
districts’ “administrative or executive decree” (as opposed 
to legislation), and (b) the districts’ practices were “entirely 
without authority of California law” and therefore deprived 
the Mexican-American schoolchildren of due process and 
equal protection. See 161 F.2d at 780–81.
14. “San Bernardino” refers to Lopez v. Seccombe (1944) 71 
F.Supp. 769, 771–72 (C.D.Cal.), in which the City of San Ber-
nardino had been enjoined from barring Mexican Americans 
from a public pool.
15. Ibid. at 783 (Denman, J., concurring).
16. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 347 U.S. 483, 486, 495.
17. Perez v. Sharp (1948) 32 Cal. 2d 711, 712.
18. Ibid. at 747 (Shenk, J., dissenting).
19. Ibid. at 721 (citations omitted).
20. Ibid. at 731.
21. Ibid. at 729 (citation omitted). The uncertainty of Section 
60’s racial classifications was previously illustrated in Roldan 
v. Los Angeles County (1933) 129 Cal.App. 267. A Filipino man 
applied for a license to marry a Caucasian woman; the Los 
Angeles County Clerk refused to issue the license but the Supe-
rior Court ordered issuance because — at the time — Section 
60 barred a white from marrying, inter alia, “a Mongolian” and 
made no mention of Filipinos (also termed Malays). See ibid. at 
268. The Court of Appeal of California affirmed, finding that 
Malays were not within the definition of Mongolian. Ibid. at 
272–73. “Without delay,” the Legislature amended Section 60 
to additionally bar a white person from marrying a “member of 
the Malay race.” Perez v. Sharp, 32 Cal.2d at 747 (Shenk, J. dis-
senting). The California Supreme Court subsequently viewed 
the term “member of the Malay race” with substantial “uncer-
tainty.” See ibid. at 730.
22. 32 Cal.2d at 730.
23. Ibid.
24. Ibid. at 731–32.
25. Loving v. Virginia (1967) 388 U.S. 1, 2, 11–12.

 questions about what actually occurred ensued. No officer was 
prosecuted. Henceforth, the designated team was to respond 
to the scene immediately, interview witnesses, and objectively 
assess whether any officers present should be prosecuted.
3. “Feinstein Goes for TV Jugular with Hillside Strangler 
Ad,” L.A. Times, June 1, 1990, OCA3.
4. “Bianchi Now Denies Role in Murders,” L.A. Times, Octo-
ber 22, 1980.
5. “Dismissal of Buono Murder Counts Asked,” L.A. Times, 
July 14, 1981, 1.
6. “Memos Cite Holes in Strangler Case,” L.A. Times, July 26, 
1981, 1; “D.A. Asks State to Study Taking on Buono Case,” L.A. 
Times, July 27, 1981, 1.
7. L.A. Times, July 28, 1981, A1.
8. “Judge Refuses to Drop Buono Murder Charges,” L.A. 
Times, July 21, 1981, A1.
9. The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office Legal 
Policy Manual (2017, 24) provides, inter alia, “A deputy may 
file criminal charges only if various requirements are satis-
fied.” Among the conditions: “The deputy, based on a com-
plete investigation and a thorough consideration of all 
pertinent facts readily available, is satisfied the evidence 
proves the accused is guilty of the crime(s) to be charged; and, 
[t]he deputy has determined that the admissible evidence is 
of such convincing force that it would warrant conviction of 
the crime(s) charged by a reasonable and objective fact finder 
after hearing all the evidence available to the deputy at the 
time of charging and after considering the most plausible, rea-
sonably foreseeable defense(s) inherent in the prosecution’s 
evidence.” (Emphasis added.)
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John Van de Kamp addressed the West Pasadena Residents’ Association annual meeting

last week — he sits on their Board — and delivered a brief verbal memoir of his almost-

seven-decades-long residence in West Pasadena.

Van de Kamp was born in 1936 and grew up here. He attended John Muir High School. He

served as Los Angeles County District Attorney from 1975 until 1981, and then as 28th

Attorney General of California from 1983 until 1991

Van de Kamp’s remarks were built around then-and-now comparisons which few people

can make with authority. That is because there are, in fact, few people who have personally

witnessed the city’s evolution as he has.

His remembrances, comparisons and conclusions all were fascinating to hear. We’ve

published his speech below. — The Editors

 

“I’m 79. My first 12 years I lived in Altadena – most of the last 67 I’ve lived in West Pasadena.

[http://www.pasadena.buzz/main/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/JVDK.jpg]

John Van de Kamp as he addressed the West Pasadena Residents' Association on May 6, 2015 at Sequoyah School.
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In my ramblings this evening I want to touch on the past and the present – not a history of

Pasadena but some observations from my life here. You are not going to hear of Don Benito

Wilson or the Indiana Colony. I’m not that old.

The question raised: Have things gone to hell?  Was the past an idyllic past we should aspire

to – and if so, what made it so and what should we concentrate on?

Very simply Pasadena has changed over these years – mostly – but not always for the better.

Public Transportation: Back in the ‘40s we had the Pacific Electric Redcars that would take

us downtown on Saturday morning to hear L.A. Philharmonic, and good bus service as well.

Today, the Gold Line – but [it’s affected by] traffic congestion because failure to go below

grade at major intersections.

Schools: Then and now strong private schools – then a strong public school system – by most

accounts. I was a beneficiary – graduating from John Muir High School when it was a high

school – junior college in 1952.

Today: with a more diverse and larger minority population and budget cuts in our public

schools a struggle to achieve excellence – with the Pasadena Education Foundation providing

outside support among other things to adding computers to our classrooms and making sure

that summer school is available to as many as we can (which otherwise

would be unavailable).

Then: San Rafael, Arroyo, and Linda Vista Elementary Schools. By 2017, no public schools

[will be located] west of Orange Grove.

Culturally: Then Toscannini and the NBC Symphony Orchestra at the Civic – with the San

Francisco Opera coming every year. The Shakespeare Festival at the Playhouse, under the

direction of Gilmore Brown. Richard Lert ran and conducted the Pasadena Symphony.

Today: A reconstituted Pasadena Symphony at the Ambassador College. A revitalized and

out-of-debt Playhouse under Sheldon Epps. The Noise Within—Rachel Worby’s Muse-ique.
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Great artists like my high school classmate, Helen Pashgian who has worked all her life

here in Pasadena.

Then: A number of large movie theatres, the Academy was first run, the Crown (formerly The

Raymond Opera House), and many more. Today, fewer movie houses, but multiplexes

showing more movies than ever before.

Then: The Carmelita 3 par golf course, now – the Norton Simon Museum. And of course we

have the Huntington Library, the Armory for the arts (where I used to serve National Guard

duty) and good number of other local museums.

Homes: Then: mansions on Orange Grove – today condos and multi-unit developments, not

only on Orange Grove but all over the City.

Downtown Pasadena. It once was the bustling center of Pasadena. By 1950 Fair Oaks and

Colorado was Skid Row. Taking my bus transfer to get to John Muir High School was very

exciting. As I waited on the Northwest corner of Fair Oaks and Colorado at age 14 – on

consecutive days I’d be saved by an itinerant preacher on day 1 and on day 2 by an itinerant

prostitute. It was pretty exciting. On the way home I escaped into Bill’s Liquor Store on the

southwest corner for a Pepsi.

Then – you had the Broadway Department Store at Colorado and Los Robles, Nash’s, Welton

Beckett’s Bullocks, and Hertels. All gone except for Bullocks, which is now Macys.

Today after the intrepid leadership of the developers, Douglas Stizel and John Wilson we

have Old Town Pasadena, and later in mid city, El Paseo, and another major retail center

on South Lake.

Then: a great Pasadena Library where I could spend hours in the stacks, and where in the

‘80s I was honored to lead the dedication of its new auditorium in honor of my mentor and

friend, Pasadena’s own Chief Justice, Donald Wright.

Today Myron Hunts 1925 Library is going strong, having adapted to the computer and digital
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revolution. And 10 branches, including our San Rafael Library.

The Arroyo: Then in the ‘40s and early ‘50s we picnicked on the edge of the natural stream

near the La Loma Bridge.

Today: The concrete storm drain from the edge of Devil’s Gate Dam all the way to downtown

Los Angeles with a small diversion near the Colorado Bridge.

Tomorrow: Just maybe – an end to the storm drain and a return to a natural streambed.

Markets: Then: The Model Grocery (where my father worked as a young man) and later

Prebles, on Green. They used to be the gold standard of Pasadena’s Grocery stores. Today

they are gone – and we now have major supermarkets like Vons and Ralphs

and Whole Foods.

Restaurants: Despite the fact that we had a Van de Kamp’s coffee shop near Pasadena City

College (now gone) my Uncle Lawrence Frank (our family has always been in the restaurant

business) once said we should never open a restaurant in Pasadena—it was too tough. In the

‘50s and ‘60s we had the Stuft Shirt – some said it lived up to its name – but restaurants in

general had tough going, particularly in the summer. Today: restaurants galore – and good

ones. It’s still tough but we have new ones opening all the time. Some in unusual places – like

Lincoln across from John Muir High School and on Lincoln.

Athletic Venues: Then: The Rose Bowl and 2 good golf courses at Brookside; Today: a rebuilt

Rose Bowl, those 2 good golf courses, with upwards to 3,000 people using the bike and

walking paths around them.

Then: When I grew up African Americans were permitted to swim in the pool at Brookside

but once a week. The next day it was drained and cleaned. Jackie Robinson never wanted to

return to Pasadena.

Today: The Aquatic Center where future Olympians train. Today: most Private Clubs can no

longer discriminate against minorities. And two statues, honoring Mack and Jackie
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Robinson, in front of City Hall. And Rachel Robinson came to be the Honorary Grand

Marshal of the Rose Parade.

Politics: Then Pasadena was a Republican stronghold. Names like Edgar Hiestand, H. Allen

Smith and Carlos Moorhead were our Congressmen. Today: It’s a Democratic stronghold.

Names like Adam Schiff, Judy Chu and Chris Holden holding State and National offices.

Then: In the early 40’s Santa Anita was a concentration camp where we interned the

Japanese in the stables.

Today: Richard Reeves new book “Infamy” about that dark stain on American life. And the

stables, which haven’t changed much, are housing thoroughbreds.

The air: In the ‘40s it was sulfurous yellow smog. In my high school tennis matches I’d get

smog cough if I happened to get in to the 3rd set of a match. Today: So much better, you can

nearly always see the mountains.

Our highways. In the ‘40s and ‘50s Pasadena was a unified community. Then came the 210

which in many ways divided our City.

Today: We face another divider. The threatened 710 tunnel which WPRA is working

hard to stop.

What does one make of all of this?

Pasadena is no longer a sleepy city, a place where Easterners used to spend their winters, the

subject of Hollywood jokes. It has diversity, vitality – still some great neighborhoods. A lot of

engaged and sometimes enraged citizens. Overall, it’s a good place to live but with issues

confronting us, dealing with size, growth, public services and the needs of a

quite different population.

Going forward I would personally put emphasis on preserving our historic neighborhoods,

protecting against mansionization, and improving our housing stock for middle and lower

income earning families.
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I’d like to see preservation and revitalization of our cultural institutions and our parks and

recreation facilities, maintenance of which is always a problem.

We need to meet the drought with intelligent responses.

We need to address our crime issues using best practices including the type of community

policing where residents, particularly in minority areas look to the police as their friends

rather than their enemies.

And perhaps most important of all we must make our public education system so good that it

draws families from all walks of Pasadena’s life.

Pasadena has changed – mostly for the better. With diversity has come minority

representation in our government, and a better sense of integration – and our lives have been

enriched by it.

But Pasadena will inevitably continue to change – and as citizens we should fight to make the

most of it.”
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The race to succeed George Deukmejian as Governor of California, considered the most
crucial race of 1990 by the Republican National Committee, is already in nearly full swing
a year before the election.
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At issue is not just who is to govern the nation's most populous state, but the makeup of
Congress for 10 years after the 1990 census. California is expected to gain five to seven
House seats, giving it as many as 52 seats, the largest state Congressional delegation in
American history.

Republicans are determined to prevent a repetition of what happened in 1982 after the
last census, when California gained two seats. The Democrats, they complain, ruthlessly
gerrymandered the state and increased their margin by six seats; the delegation, once
about evenly split between the two major parties, now consists of 27 Democrats and 18
Republicans.

''This is the most important race in the entire country,'' said Norman Cummings, political
director of the Republican National Committee in Washington, noting that California will
probably gain 40 percent of the Congressional seats shifting from one state to another.
With little chance of winning either house of the California Legislature, Republicans are
banking on a governor to veto any redistricting plan the Democratic Legislature might
pass. Pete Wilson Is Tapped

The national Republican leadership has tapped as its gubernatorial candidate United
States Senator Pete Wilson, the former Mayor of San Diego, a moderate who won re-
election last November and now finds himself in another grueling two years of fund-
raising and campaigning. ''Republican candidates who just used to nod to me now almost
rush to help me across the street,'' Mr. Wilson said in an interview. He has no Republican
opposition at this time.

On the Democratic side, the contest pits John Van de Kamp, the Attorney General of
California, against Dianne Feinstein, the former Mayor of San Francisco. Mr. Van de
Kamp has dominated the campaign in recent months, seizing the initiative on the
environment, abortion and other issues. Mrs. Feinstein was sidelined with a
hysterectomy in July and less than a month later her campaign director, Clint Reilly,
resigned with a public accusation that she lacked the will to win. Her campaign has
lagged in fund raising, and she has been unable to overcome her chief disadvantage, her
weakness in vote-rich Southern California.

Both Mr. Wilson and Mr. Van de Kamp have lined up behind special initiatives to gain
attention for their campaigns, positions for which Mrs. Feinstein has criticized both men.
Van de Kamp Is Leading
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On Nov. 6, the latest California Poll, an independent statewide political poll, showed that
Mr. Van de Kamp, who trailed Mrs. Feinstein by eight points last April, now leads among
Democrats 53 to 35. In a hypothetical general election between Mr. Van de Kamp and Mr.
Wilson, the result was almost a dead heat, 44 to 43, while Mrs. Feinstein trails Mr. Wilson
50 to 39. The margin of sampling error was 5 percentage points either way for the
Democrats, 3.5 points for the simulated general election.

The race underscores how different politics are in California, where voters seem
detached, where the major candidates are scarcely recognized on the street, and where,
though it was the wellspring of the conservative Reagan revolution, voters tend to be
quite liberal on certain social issues, especially abortion and the environment. All three
candidates support abortion rights, and all vie for honors as champions of the
environment.

Thus the campaign has turned into an elaborate dance around ballot initiatives, the
device used by politicians to get attention and to differentiate themselves. Mr. Wilson
heads a campaign to pass a ''Crime Victims' Justice Reform Act,'' which would speed up
criminal trials and set special penalties for torture. Mr. Van de Kamp has tried to turn the
measure against Mr. Wilson by saying that one of its provisions, meant to make it easier
to use confessions in court by scaling down rights to privacy, could be used to undermine
the broad right to abortion under California law.

Mr. Van de Kamp is leading three initiative drives: a sweeping assault on environmental
problems; an ''ethics'' initiative that would limit state legislators to 12 years in office,
which is really meant, critics say, to portray Mr. Van de Kamp as something other than
the political insider he is; and a third, which he links to the war on drugs, that is identical
to Senator Wilson's crime-victims measure except that it explicitly protects abortion. Mrs.
Feinstein scorns what she calls the ''initiative du jour'' approach, hoping voters will see
her as an alternative to Mr. Wilson and Mr. Van de Kamp, both bland middle-aged white
men who evoke no strong passions. Overtures to Liberals

Mr. Wilson, a 56-year-old lawyer, has adroitly steered through the political shoals of
California, first offending Republican conservatives by endorsing Gerald R. Ford over
Ronald Reagan in 1976, then later becoming one of President Reagan's staunchest
backers in the Senate. More recently he has made overtures to liberals, opposing off-
shore drilling and favoring more spending on AIDS and helping rehabilitate cocaine-
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addicted mothers. He has also fostered strong ties to the entertainment industry and
liberal Jewish voters in Los Angeles, which helped him drub Lieut. Gov. Leo T. McCarthy,
a Democrat, in the 1988 Senate race.

The Democrats have attacked him as a straddler and as a political opportunist and
carpetbagger for running for another office so soon after winning one.

Mr. Van de Kamp, a 53-year-old former public defender and District Attorney in Los
Angeles, is a liberal Democrat who has used the Attorney General's office to champion
consumer and environmental causes. But he is widely regarded as vulnerable on the
crime issue.

Ten years ago, as District Attorney in Los Angeles, Mr. Van de Kamp refused to prosecute
Angelo Buono, suspected as the strangler who was stalking, raping and killing women
and leaving their bodies on hillsides. Saying there was not enough evidence, he moved to
drop all charges. A judge refused and handed the case over to the state Attorney General,
then George Deukmejian, a Republican, who obtained a conviction.

''It's going to be Willie Horton all over again,'' said Professor Bruce Caine, a political
scientist at the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University of California at
Berkeley, referring to the convicted Massachusetts murderer who raped a woman while
on a weekend furlough from prison and who was used in Republican commercials to paint
Gov. Michael S. Dukakis as soft on crime during the 1988 Presidential race.

Mr. Van de Kamp has been trying to inoculate himself against the issue. The Buono case
was a ''mistake,'' he told a breakfast meeting with reporters recently, adding that he
hoped voters would judge his whole record. Even though he personally opposes the death
penalty, he has supervised 20 capital cases and handled about 60 death penalty appeals,
his backers say. ''He filled the prisons that Deukmejian built,'' said Mr. Van de Kamp's
campaign manager, Richard Ross.

Mr. Van de Kamp also points to a computerized fingerprint system he supported that
helped capture Richard Ramirez, the Los Angeles murderer called the ''night stalker,''
who was sentenced to death last week. A Forceful Former Mayor

Mrs. Feinstein, 56, the forceful woman who gained respect for pulling San Francisco
together after the murder of Mayor George Moscone, is seen by some insiders as a
potentially stronger candidate against Mr. Wilson. But she has made a very late start in
cultivating Southern California. She called Nikolas Patsaouras, a major Democratic fund-
raiser here, about three months ago asking for his help. Mr. Patsaouras, who had already
committed to Mr. Van de Kamp, told her it was too late.
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She now spends three or four days a week here, using a rented condominium. She still has
no media adviser or issues director. But her campaign manager, Darry Srago, argues that
Mrs. Feinstein has the strength of personality and the commitment to make government
more active in solving the state's profound problems.

''We have a candidate who fits the profile of the ideal California governor,'' he said.
''Voters are overwhelmingly pro-choice, pro-death penalty, tough on crime, strong
environmentalists. She is viewed as tough. She is not yet another bland white, middle-
aged male. The majority of voters are not white males. The Democrats have to nominate
someone like Dianne to win.''
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In the campaign for the Democratic nomination for governor of the most populous state,
Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp of California is a politician of paradoxes.

Candidate Tries to Unblur His Image
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A Roman Catholic, he unequivocally supports a woman's right to an abortion.
Philosophically opposed to the death penalty, he boasts in his commercials that he has put
or kept 277 murderers on death row. A seasoned establishment politician, he campaigns
as an outsider pledged to drain the ethical ''swamp'' of state government. He calls for a
halt to spraying of the pesticide malathion against Mediterranean fruit flies, but defends
the state's spraying program in court. A man born to wealth and privilege, he is a union-
backed liberal some women call the best feminist in a race against a woman, Dianne
Feinstein, the former Mayor of San Francisco.

Little wonder that less than three weeks before the June 5 primary, California Democrats
are unclear about who the 54-year-old candidate is. A methodical and deliberate gray-
suited lawyer more at home with the fine points of state law and bureaucratic
organization than the bombastics of modern media-dominated politics, Mr. Van de Kamp
is playing the underdog role in a primary race that as recently as last winter he did not
expect to have to run.

Politician and Politics

Admirers say his troubles offer a vivid example of what is wrong with American politics
today, particularly in a big state like this, where interest in electoral politics is low and
political discourse is dominated by 30-second radio and television spots. After 30 years in
public life as an assistant United States attorney, public defender, District Attorney and
now Attorney General, the sad-eyed, boyish-looking Mr. Van de Kamp conceded this week
that Californians had only a blurred image of him.

''You'd think after 30 years in public life, people would get a sense of what this is about,''
he said the morning after his first debate with Ms. Feinstein, last Sunday. ''But apparently
they do not. Repeated 30-second spots are a fact of life.''

In this environment, many friends say, Mr. Van de Kamp has been forced to present
himself as something other than the hard-working, competent and decent - if somewhat
bland and dry -public servant they have long known. His style pales before that of the
more personable, direct and telegenic Ms. Feinstein.

Even some of Mr. Van de Kamp's backers glumly agree that although Ms. Feinstein may
not have as good a grasp of state issues, she is better equipped to battle the expected
Republican candidate in November, Senator Pete Wilson. Many leading California
Democrats, like Representative Mel Levine and Speaker Willie L. Brown Jr. of the State
Assembly, have sided with her, not least because Mr. Van de Kamp has offended them by
running against the political establishment.
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Comeback in the Polls

Trailing by 18 points in the California Poll last October, Ms. Feinstein came within a breath
of dropping out. But she jumped in, and with a powerful television spot stressing her role
in bringing San Francisco together after the murder of Mayor George Moscone, she
surged ahead, though the polls differ.

Earlier this month, The Los Angeles Times put her lead at 13 points (37 percent to 24
percent) and widening, based on a telephone survey of 792 Democrats, with a margin of
sampling error of five percentage points either way. The California Poll, taken about the
same time, had it much closer, 39-36, based on 631 interviews, with a margin of sampling
error of four points. But with a huge number still undecided, the race is considered a toss-
up now.

So, fairly late, Mr. Van de Kamp has begun to try to define himself to voters, to
differentiate himself from Ms. Feinstein. In his most recent ads, he stresses his stands on
the environment, gun control and ethics in politics. ''He's hated by oil companies,
chemical companies, the gun lobby,'' one ad says. ''Measure the man by the enemies he's
made.''

Mr. Van de Kamp has closely linked his campaign to three voter-initiated proposals for
the November ballot: a sweeping environmental protection act to reduce pesticide use
and promote forestation, a measure to limit legislative terms to 12 years and one that
would limit defedants' rights in criminal trials. He also stresses his record as champion of
the consumer, citing his successful fight to block a merger between the Lucky and Alpha
Beta supermarket chains.

Reaction to Feinstein

While Mr. Van de Kamp put Ms. Feinstein on the defensive this week over whether she
fully supported a woman's right to decide whether to have an abortion, he has been off
balance for months. When the polls showed the female vote was leaning heavily toward
Ms. Feinstein, he held a press conference to support introduction of an abortion-inducing
pill, RU-486.

In the days before the United States Supreme Court upheld Robert Alton Harris's stay of
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execution last month, Mr. Van de Kamp held daily press briefings in front of pictures of
death row inmates. In the face of Ms. Feinstein's tough stance in favor of capital
punishment and polls showing heavy majorities of Democrats backing it, Mr. Van de
Kamp was seeking to show how strongly he was arguing against the stay. The execution
would have been California's first in more than two decades.

To some, all this was out of character, off-key, opportunistic. ''This is not the John Van de
Kamp I know,'' said Sherry Bebitch Jeffe, a political analyst at the Claremont Graduate
School who believes he would make the better governor. ''They are responding to her
dynamic. They cannot not respond. She sets the agenda.''

And he has lost backing, and possibly hurt himself in fund raising, by attacking the
Democratic leadership in the State Legislature as unethical. ''His handlers told him he
had to do what Jerry Brown and Ronald Reagan did, run against the system, although he
is the system,'' said Speaker Brown, a longtime backer of Ms. Feinstein. ''I find that
dishonest at best.''

Mistake Is Conceded

Even some of Mr. Van de Kamp's backers feel this was a mistake. ''When his managers
tried to make him a slash-and-burn populist, it did not ring true with people,'' said
Assemblyman Richard Katz of Van Nuys, who has endorsed the Attorney General. ''It
hurts because people ask, Who is the real John Van de Kamp? It is good strategy to talk
about integrity in government, but not running against things he has always been a part
of. He is the consummate insider and respected for it.''

Born to a wealthy Pasadena family that ran bakeries and restaurants, John Van de Kamp
attended the best schools, including Dartmouth and Stanford Law School. Early on he
developed the liberal political sensibilities that dominate his philosophy. In an interview,
he said he wanted to emulate former Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) Brown, who oversaw the
building of California's modern roads and magnificent university systems.

He talked of the need for ''problem solving'' at a time when many see the California
dream fading. ''We've been feeding off our capital for a long time,'' he said. ''The time is
ripe for a leader who is going to tackle specific problems, provide solutions.''

He and his confidants argue that the paradoxes of John Van de Kamp are more apparent
than real. One of his oldest political advisers is Barbara Y. Johnson, a fellow lawyer who is
his campaign chairwoman.

An Adviser's Explanation
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''The oath of office he took to uphold the laws supersedes his personal preferences,'' she
said. ''Where that oath allows him to have independent powers, as in his office of the
environment, he is able to blend personal beliefs with public policy. Where, however, there
was not that discrete power, he did the job he was elected to do. The people have spoken
on the death penalty. He would not act in violation of their will. On abortion, his personal
religious conviction is not pro-choice. But he believes as a matter of policy that women
should choose. Also, on malathion, the law is clear. The governor probably has the right to
continue spraying. He asked the A.G. to represent the state. Were John governor, it would
be different.''

His behavior on the death penalty, in particular, has raised eyebrows. Dorothy Ehrlich,
executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, chided
Mr. Van de Kamp for using the planned Harris execution to gain press attention.

In the interview, the Attorney General said: ''I personally favor life without parole. But as
governor I will carry out the law.'' Under California law, the death penalty can be repealed
only by public vote.

He went on: ''Maybe I was playing to the crowd on that, but the fact is Ms. Feinstein
made it a very real issue, something that had to be dealt with in a fundamental way. The
death penalty is an emotional issue with a lot of people. I could have gone underground.
Here was a major public event, the first public execution since back in the 60's. You're
responsible, so you better explain what's going on. That's exactly what we did. I guess the
answer is in public life that you're damned if you do, damned if you don't.''

Mr. Van de Kamp is acutely aware he is considered a little dull for California television.
After his competent but somewhat stiff performance at last Sunday's debate, he said:
''You are who you are. I cannot make myself into Warren Beatty or Marlon Brando. I do
have a sense of humor, believe it or not.''
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The hotly contested but mostly polite Democratic race for the nomination for governor in
California has finally turned nasty in the closing days of the campaign.

It started Wednesday when State Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp, the underdog

Democrats Take Off Gloves In Major California Contest
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for several months now, began running television commercials accusing his opponent,
former Mayor Dianne Feinstein of San Francisco, of being a tool of the insurance industry
and ''a Republican in Democratic clothing.''

The Feinstein camp responded today with two blistering television commercials, shown
statewide, reminding voters that as Los Angeles County district attorney nine years ago
Mr. Van de Kamp moved to drop murder charges against Angelo Buono, who was later
convicted of killing 10 women as the ''Hillside strangler.''

The exchange provided uncharacteristic sparks in a campaign that thus far seems to
have made little impression on California Democrats. It is a campaign that, on the eve of
the June 5 election, now faces the prospect of being blotted out by the planned visit of
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev of the Soviet Union to California the day before the
primary.

Nader News Conference

The Van de Kamp commercial tries to capitalize on Californians' resentment of the
insurance industry. It is based on a news conference given in Washington on Tuesday by
the consumer advocate Ralph Nader, who backed a successful California ballot measure
in 1988 to roll back automobile and other insurance rates and impose tough new state
controls on the insurance industry.

In the commercial, Mr. Nader said the State Attorney General has ''been very, very
critical of insurance industry excesses and has defended insurance consumer rights.'' He
also notes that Ms. Feinstein supported a competing measure to create a no-fault
insurance system that was ''the No. 1 priority of the insurance industry.''

If Ms. Feinstein were elected, the Van de Kamp advertisement says, ''you might as well
send a check to Aetna and State Farm,'' adding, ''because she really is a Republican in
Democratic clothing.''

With that, Ms. Feinstein's campaign manager, Bill Carrick, pulled out two 30-second
commercials he had prepared some time ago to undermine the Attorney General on the
emotional issue of crime. Last year, in attempt to defuse the issue, Mr. Van de Kamp
conceded he had made ''an error in judgment'' in the Hillside strangler case.
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A Picture of the Killer

The first advertisement opens with news footage of Mr. Van de Kamp announcing he had
insufficient evidence to file murder charges against Mr. Buono. Over a picture of the killer,
a voice says: ''The man who raped and murdered 10 women and terrorized Los Angeles.
And today, almost a decade later, in the midst of a political campaign John Van de Kamp,
who still opposes the death penalty and takes contributions from the Hillside strangler
lawyers, finally admits he made a mistake.''

A judge rejected Mr. Van de Kamp's motion to reduce the murder charges against Mr.
Buono and the case was turned over to the State Attorney General at the time, George
Deukmejian, a Republican who is now Governor. He obtained the conviction.

Mr. Van de Kamp's campaign manager, Barbara Y. Johnson, disputed suggestions that the
insurance commercial was negative. ''This ad is a comparative ad about what John Van
de Kamp has done for consumers and how Dianne Feinstein has sided with insurance
companies,'' she said Wednesday.

Ms. Feinstein did support the no-fault plan, saying it was similar to one that has been
successful in reducing insurance rates in New York State. Mr. Van de Kamp supported yet
another insurance rate-cutting measure on the 1988 ballot, one backed by trial lawyers
and some consumer groups. But once the more drastic Nader-backed measure passed he
pressed for its enforcement in the courts.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section B, Page 5 of the National edition with the headline: Democrats Take Off Gloves In Major
California Contest
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John Van De Kamp Pleads His Own Case : The Attorney
General Tries to Prove He’s Neither Too Liberal Nor Too Dull
to Run California
By JOHN BALZAR

JAN. 14, 1990 | 12 AM

<I> JOHN BALZAR IS A TIMES STAFF WRITER</I>

DOWN THE BACKSTRETCH at Santa Anita, in a trail of dust and sweat and sweet
dreams, the thoroughbreds dig in and come galloping home. In the grandstand,
squinting through binoculars, is a man in a crumpled fishing vest and a polo shirt
open to the chest. He tightens and edges forward on tiptoes. His baritone rises:
“C’mon!”

At the finish, a 2-year-old maiden named Takatranquilizer holds on for the win. The
boyish face of John K. Van de Kamp relaxes into a smile. “Yessss,” he says, whacking
a companion on the back. His winning ticket is worth $7.40.

For a moment, it’s hard to fathom that this is really the staid and solemn attorney
general of California, the very same dry and measured Democrat who hopes to be
elected the next governor. He drops back onto his seat and returns to the Racing
Form as he might to a legal brief. He analyzes the gait of each horse as the field
assembles for the next race; he sips beer from a plastic cup. Here in the sunshine,
John Van de Kamp takes a few rare hours away from the long campaign. Here, for a
few rare hours, is a serious man at play. “OK,” he says with the breezy grin of the $2
bettor, “who do you like this time?”

SOMETIMES, POLITICIANS sneak up on us. They become part of our consciousness,
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slowly, election after election. We learn their names and their faces and their voices
and their jobs. They become part of the civic landscape. And we come to know them.
Or so we think.

John Kalar Van de Kamp is that sort of politician. His Dutch family name is on
cookies and bakery goods in groceries everywhere. Who hasn’t eaten at his family’s
Lawry’s restaurants or seasoned their food with Lawry’s condiments? Or seen his
name over and over again in the news? California has come to know him as a
comfortable, quiet, serious, workaday fellow with a familiar name.

Now, after 30 years in public life, Van de Kamp is hoping to parlay that name and
that reputation into a victory in what will be his first seriously contested election. He
has surrounded himself with some of the most talented campaign advisers available
for hire anywhere, and they have pushed him off to a swift start.

The familiar name and the moneyed talent will come in handy, for there are deep
difficulties in this campaign. The most frequently used word about him is dull. His
very body language bespeaks a bland, utilitarian politics, more activist than the sullen
partisanship of George Deukmejian, the incumbent governor, but a big contrast to
the ideological fireworks of Ronald Reagan as governor or the experimental futurism
of Jerry Brown.

Van de Kamp is a lawyer par excellence , a man who’s made a career of enforcing laws
and carrying out orders. It’s a career with a generous helping of contradictions. He is
a liberal who has made his mark in law enforcement; a former prosecutor who tried
to have charges dropped in the Hillside Strangler sex murder case. He says he
opposes the death penalty but will move expeditiously to carry out executions--
because that is the law. He is a Roman Catholic opposed to abortion, but he defends a
woman’s right to choose. He has long been a favorite of the Establishment, but now
thumbs his nose at it. His opponents and, perhaps, many voters, having seen these
contradictions, are beginning to ask, What does he really believe in?
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In response, he and his brain-trusters have hatched an unusual strategy. They have
linked his candidacy to three sweeping ballot initiatives--on ethics in government,
crime and the environment--that they hope will erase his image as an Establishment
Insider and give him a forward-looking agenda that people can sink their teeth into.
Finally, at age 53, this basically reserved and thoughtful man, whose outlook on the
world has been shaped by adherence to his lawbooks and the cozy comforts of old
Pasadena, has been making waves and making enemies. If he isn’t offering a full-
blown vision for leading California out of a period of retrenchment, at least there is
the illusion of one.

For someone accustomed to serenity in his life and in his politics, the sensation of
such a high-stakes campaign and the peppering of questions from the media “is like
being shot out of a cannon,” Van de Kamp says. In front of everyone. Without a net.

A LAWYER’S STYLE

ASK JOHN VAN DE KAMP what qualities he brings to the political arena and he
talks about civility. Fairness. The workmanlike attributes of a lawyer. “There is the
story I remember of an expedition in the middle of the Arctic winter,” he says by way
of describing his political values. “People are at each other’s throats and living in very
close confines. Cabin fever is setting in.

“Then, the leader of the expedition, a man named Vilhjalmur Stefannson, decides
they are going to have a civilized dinner each night. People have to wear coats and
ties. Now, mind you, this is the middle of the Arctic. Then, the whole attitude of the
expedition changes materially. People are much more civilized with one another. . . .

“You’re going to find everywhere I’ve been, people got along pretty well. They were
not left with ragged emotional highs or lows. They were comfortable with what we
were trying to do; they were goal driven, treated fairly and had some fun.”
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Even in these pious times, when public officials are judged and judged severely by the
straightness of their lacing, Van de Kamp cuts a righteous figure. He is a serious man,
and regarded as serious even by his opponents. But such a reputation comes at a
price. Year in and year out throughout his long career, the official John Van de Kamp
has been a pallid and juiceless public presence.

“I’m not a Willie Brown, and I never will be. Or a Jesse Jackson. That’s not my style,”
Van de Kamp says. “But when I do my thing, I think there’s a sincerity and integrity.
And I think I can make an entirely passable kind of presentation.”

The rap about his lack of imagination goes way back. When he was evaluated for a job
on President Lyndon B. Johnson’s staff in 1967, the White House noted his qualities
of tact, persuasiveness and vigor. Not noted was imagination or firmness, according
to a White House memo prepared from the job interview. Van de Kamp received no
job, but the one-page review deemed him worthy.

These sorts of characteristics are met with glee by his opponents, who hope to make
the case that dullness is deeper than just a matter of style with Van de Kamp. “There
is nothing, absolutely nothing, in his record that shows a vision--there are no
quotations, nothing, all the way back to the 1960s. . . Nothing broader than the
everyday political business,” says Otto Bos, campaign manager for U.S. Sen. Pete
Wilson, the shoo-in candidate for the Republican nomination for governor.

As Van de Kamp analyzes it, a certain dryness and even the lack of personal agenda
are the handicaps that inevitably accompany a long career of being someone else’s
lawyer. “I think that my problem has been over the years that I’ve been talking about .
. . facts and issues and things that really require adherence to written pages,” he says.
“It’s not as if you’re free to get out there and bullshit your way through a speech, you
know . . ."--or to act on convictions that are at odds with the law.

And that, according to those who work with him and presumably know him best, is
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the principle that has governed Van de Kamp’s public life. He has held fast to the
belief that the duty of a lawyer is to represent clients above causes and venerate the
law above all. From 1960 to 1967, Van de Kamp was an assistant U.S. attorney who
was eventually appointed the U.S. Attorney for Los Angeles by President Johnson. He
went on to become an assistant in the Justice Department in Washington under U.S.
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark. He returned to Los Angeles and was appointed the region’s
first federal public defender, serving from 1971 to 1975.

In each post, he defended the law, not any one political point of view. So one major
task of Van de Kamp’s campaign will be to help voters reconcile the seemingly
contradictory positions he’s found himself taking throughout his career.

In 1968, for example, he worked to help the Justice Department speed up the
prosecutions of draft evaders. He helped prepare the government’s highly publicized
and successful case against Dr. Benjamin Spock and four others on charges of
encouraging draft evaders. (Spock’s conviction was eventually overturned.) But later,
as a public defender, Van de Kamp jumped the fence to represent draft dodgers, and
his office was part of the early defense efforts of Daniel Ellsberg’s co-defendant in the
Pentagon Papers case. (To this day, Van de Kamp carries a beat-up leather briefcase
tooled and stitched, hippie-style, by a draft evader he once defended.)

In recent years, he has stressed his crime-fighting record and was recently named
“Attorney General of the Year” by the National Assn. of Attorneys General. He has
held theatrical hearings to take testimony from drug smugglers. And, in one
memorable image from a career that has sparked relatively few, he strode into the
Legislature with an AK-47 to support a drive that resulted in limiting private
ownership of assault weapons.

Perhaps his proudest achievement as attorney general has been the multimillion-
dollar, computerized California Fingerprint System, known as Cal-I.D. Van de Kamp
calls it a “revolution” in fingerprint tracing. With no small measure of satisfaction, he
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notes that the first criminal collared using the computer system was Richard
Ramirez, the so-called Night Stalker--another homicidal sex maniac who terrorized
Los Angeles.

But he’s been on the other side of the law-and-order debate, too. As district attorney
of Los Angeles, Van de Kamp looked over the shoulders of the police, emphasizing
“rollout” teams of investigators that were dispatched to every scene where officers
wounded or killed a person. Conservative law-enforcement leaders such as Culver
City Police Chief Ted Cooke were outraged by his posture: “All of a sudden, the police
officers of this county looked at the district attorney as an enemy trying to get them,
not someone who will assist them.”

The issue of capital punishment is especially telling about the conflicts brought about
by Van de Kamp’s personal views and his role as a government attorney. Here is a
man opposed to capital punishment who is campaigning proudly as the prosecutor
who sent more men to Death Row than anyone else in California history.

In testimony before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee in 1974, he denounced the
death penalty as “barbaric” and “a blot on the American system of justice.” Without
changing his personal views, he now is sponsoring an anti-crime ballot proposition
for November with provisions to expand the number of murderers liable for
California’s death penalty. And by his own words--"I will oversee executions"--he has
convinced both sides in the debate that he will not flinch when the time comes for a
backlog of 300 condemned men to be marched into the gas chamber.

Abortion is the other moral dilemma that raises a question about Van de Kamp’s
convictions. As a Roman Catholic faithful to teachings of the church, he personally
opposes abortion. But as a candidate, he has thrust himself to the front line as
champion of the right to obtain abortions. A woman’s right to choose, he says, “is one
of the most important issues that confronts our society. . . . I, like most Califor nians,
believe the choice must be left to the woman.”
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At the same time, Van de Kamp, the lawyer, defended the Legislature and governor
for five unsuccessful years in their efforts to prohibit the use of taxpayer Medi-Cal
benefits for abortions. All along, he disagreed with the law but said he was doing his
sworn duty as attorney general. (He declined to pursue such appeals the past two
years, saying nothing had occurred to change the legal circumstances. The governor
hired private counsel to press appeals, but they were unsuccessful.)

Likewise, he now defends in court a state law preventing pregnant teens from
obtaining abortions without the consent of their parents. And he has appealed a
ruling sought by women’s groups to restore full state financing for family planning
clinics. In both cases, he says he is simply doing his duty to uphold state laws--even
though he personally disagrees with each of the policies.

As Van de Kamp views it, nothing could show more integrity than standing up as he
has in the name of duty. “If the question is whether I’m so hidebound by this
tradition that I’m paralyzed and nothing is going to happen, that’s just not right,” he
says. “The lawyer training in me, especially the training as a prosecutor, means that I
keep an open mind. I try not to make a snap judgment. I want a range of choices.”

But upholding the law has not precluded a little politicking, even showboating. In
recent years, Van de Kamp the attorney general has been more aggressive in trying to
get out front on a variety of issues. He has taken up a costly antitrust wrangle on
behalf of consumers in opposing the merger of the Lucky and Alpha Beta
supermarket chains. He joined with attorneys general across the country in filing an
antitrust suit against the insurance industry; the industry won. He extracted record
penalties from an oil company for polluting San Francisco Bay and was in the
forefront of a landmark settlement that restricts development at Lake Tahoe. He
fought industry and Gov. Deukmejian, demanding more stringent interpretations of
Proposition 65, the anti-toxics ballot measure passed by voters in 1986.

Still, Van de Kamp’s opponents are convinced that there is too much attorney in the
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attorney general. “There are a lot of lawyers in politics. Some would say too many.
And this is going to be a problem for him,” says Darry Sragow, campaign manager for
rival Democratic candidate Dianne Feinstein, and himself a lawyer. “Voters want
people who stand up for what they believe in. They don’t expect to agree with a
candidate on everything, but they want integrity, not dissonance.”

The Van de Kamp forces say that, as governor, he will no longer be so constrained as
he has been as attorney general. To them, the campaign will be fought out over
actions and agendas, not buzzwords and sentiments. “How he will feel (about
executing those on Death Row when the time comes)? I don’t know. But I do know
what he will do when he gets the call,” says Van de Kamp’s press aide, Duane
Peterson. “He will go over to the bookshelf and pull down the binder on the death
penalty, read it as to the law and the steps that have to be taken.”

THEN AND NOW, THE PRIVATE MAN

EVEN RELAXED, John Van de Kamp’s face is what you might call semi-pooch. Bags
pooch under wide-set, wet eyes. Cheeks pooch out as if beanbags are lodged there.
But the overriding impression is youthful, and just a dash doleful. Time has not made
a deep mark on his face, nor has hardship. There is a feeling that this man has never
had a flat tire--that he’s never been knocked down, or flattened.

“I think there’s some truth in that, in the sense that my life has not had wild swings,”
he says. “Most of the things that were bothersome were fairly small along the line.”
His life, he admits, has always been comfortable, his politics shaped by a form of
noblesse oblige instilled in private schools.

The Van de Kamp family has enjoyed wealth, standing and society-page position
since John was a child but, he is careful to stress, the family’s beginnings were
modest.
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“There!” he says, stopping a huge undercover police cruiser he’s been driving along
the back roads of Altadena. He points to the one-story, tile-roof hillside tract home
that stands today, the house where his family lived in 1936 when he was born. Van de
Kamp is driving without a seat belt and with his Department of Justice parking pass
at the ready for when he stops.

“We played kick-the-can on summer nights,” he recalls. “The war was on, there was
an anti-aircraft battery stationed in back of us in a vacant lot. We used to take our toy
guns and go over and play soldier. . . . The smog was worse then, yellow and sulfuric.”

The family came west from Milwaukee at the end of World War I. Harry, his father,
was a teller at Security First National Bank and the youngest brother of the family
that started the Van de Kamp bakery business. His mother, Georgie, was a third-
grade teacher, a graduate of San Jose State. “This idea John was born with a silver
spoon, it’s just not right,” says Georgie Van de Kamp, still vigorous at 83.

John’s uncles, whose first enterprise was selling potato chips, were pioneers in the
Southern California food industry and remembered chiefly for their bakeries. But
they also founded restaurants, beginning in 1922 with the Tam O’Shanter Inn, still a
landmark on Los Feliz Boulevard. Harry was drawn to the restaurant end of the
family business when Lawry’s The Prime Rib (which the family pronounces Lorrie’s)
was opened in 1939 on La Cienega Boulevard, across the street from its current
location. In the 1940s, these family entrepreneurs blazed the way to a whole new
industry --"convenience foods.”

The bakeries were sold to Pillsbury. Today, only the restaurants, which include the
Five Crowns in Corona del Mar and Lawry’s in Dallas and Chicago, remain in the
hands of his immediate family, his mother and his cousin Richard Frank, who has
managed the business. The family is thinking about expanding overseas, considering
that so many customers here are Japanese tourists with a taste for prime rib.
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As the family moved financially up from the middle class, it moved geographically
down from Altadena into the Arroyo neighborhood of comfortable, pink-stucco,
trust-fund Pasadena. John, his mother remembers, “was a reserved boy without
much of a social life. He was quiet and he read a lot. He didn’t have lots of friends,
but everyone liked him.”

He grew up different from other San Gabriel Valley youngsters in one important
regard. From the fifth grade to ninth grade, skipping eighth, he attended
Trailfinders--a private school in Altadena with 40 other boys. It was an outdoorsy
school, “rough and ready,” he recalls. Lots of camping, rock climbing, skinny dipping
in the icy Sierra lakes.

Van de Kamp traces his liberal roots--back then called “social consciousness"--to the
inspiration and gentle reasoning of the school’s owner, the late Harry James. James
called on the students to study and appreciate the culture of native American Indians
and to read works by Socialist politician Henry Wallace. Van de Kamp’s belief in the
power of the written word came from the teachings of Grace James, who said words
are the “impressions of your mind.” Perhaps that explains why his conversational
vocabulary ranges from mild vulgarity to courtly idiom with words such as equipoise .

After Trailfinders, he returned to public schools, including Pasadena’s John Muir
High School. He went to Dartmouth at 16 and landed on the campus radio station on
the strength of his husky, resonant voice. He interned one summer as a mail clerk at
ABC, grew disillusioned watching the “back stabbing and unpleasantness” of the
broadcasting business and abandoned plans to make it his career.

He went to law school at Stanford and was graduated in 1959. “The dullest period of
my life,” he says of law school. “Thank God for the ’59 Dodgers. That’s the only thing
that kept me alive through the bar exam.”

The bright young lawyer enlisted in the National Guard. In the ways known only to

John Van De Kamp Pleads His Own Case : The Attorney General T... https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-01-14-tm-10-story...

10 of 23 1/14/21, 12:12 PM



the Army, Van de Kamp was made a private first class and trained for six months as a
tank commander at Ft. Knox.

Except for one dreary summer counting crullers in the shipping office, Van de Kamp
had nothing to do with and no direct financial interest in the bakeries. But he shares
the family’s wealth from the restaurants. Van de Kamp estimates his net worth today
at $800,000, and he stands to share with his younger sister, Gretchen, a Northern
California housewife, the inheritance of a trust fund held by his mother. He estimates
its value at $1.5 million. Financial reports filed with the state show the trust is
invested in blue-ribbon stocks in everything from tobacco to department stores.

Not money, but intellectual curiosity and the social connections that come from his
background and his years in public life are the real source of his influence and his
satisfaction. Van de Kamp knows the movie moguls, the television studio barons and
the leaders of The Times--and is up-to-date on the executive-suite comings and
goings of all three. He and his wife, Andrea, are frequently photographed by society
publications. His friends sit on the bench, his friends are the premiere lawyers of the
day; but he also has friends in broadcast journalism, a friend who owns a bookstore,
an artist friend.

Van de Kamp is a conversationalist of uncommon reach and recall. Civic history or
street-corner preachers, morale in the legal profession and the New York Review of
Books, the value of contemporary California artists such as Helen Pashgian,
craftsmanship in woodworking, California mission-style furniture, Toscanini, and
(ahhhhh, yes) baseball--these are his kinds of interests. “A superior set of brains,”
says Assembly Speaker Willie L. Brown Jr.

You like jazz? Yes, he knew the late pianist Hampton Hawes personally, and arranged
a presidential commutation of a heroin possession sentence for Hawes. You like
books? V. S. Naipaul’s 1962 book, “The Middle Passage,” a collection of impressions
about European societies in the West Indies, is what he is reading now. Later, he
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marvels that George Higgins can write such authentic courthouse dialogue in his
crime fiction. Van de Kamp has been in the courthouse and knows how it sounds. He
says he does not watch much TV and has never seen “L.A. Law” from start to finish.
But, according to Andrea, his interest and appreciation of music (he does not play)
are so refined that he can weigh the strength of the violin section against the quality
of the rest of the orchestra. He has a memory that some believe is nearly
photographic. Baseball trivia comes easily; he knows the ERAs of A’s pitchers back to
the 1940s.

His wife says that to grasp John, you must see him at play, and that’s easiest at the
race track. The 1986 Kentucky Derby stands out in her mind. John and a friend split a
$100 bet on a 17-to-1 long-shot, which finished first. “I’d never heard him yell
before,” she says. “And I heard words that I didn’t know he knew. I must say, he was
quite articulate with them.”

Although no longer in the horse business, Van de Kamp still finds the track a
recreational get-away four or five times a year. In the early 1970s, he and two
associates were partners in five race horses. Incongruously, the group’s name was
Free Spirit Stables. Its forgettable contenders included Bold Offset--old B.O., as Van
de Kamp remembers him--and a $12,000 claimer named Deceived. “Our one big
success,” Van de Kamp recalls, laughing, “Eeeeeeecch!” He laughs backward, not on
the exhale but as he draws his breath.

He is not particularly well-traveled, having been only to Europe, Mexico and Israel.
Food and fashion do not seem to interest him. He is so clumsy, he can barely get the
lid on the Tupperware. Tennis and golf are pastimes he rarely gets to these days,
although he was a tournament tennis player in high school.

He’s more likely to spend free time at home, enjoying the family’s broad-fronted, two-
story Monterey colonial, built on what he calls a “fill-in” lot among the gated
mansions south of the Rose Bowl. The yard is vast, the house less so, a property
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worth perhaps $1 million. This home is not the invention of a designer. Mission
furniture is mixed with contemporary pieces in stainless steel and a full-size chair
made out of beer cans; the colors are subdued, the den an open jumble for family
living. It reflects the Van de Kamps and their one child, freckle-faced fifth-grader
Diana. (“Don’t write anything bad about my daddy,” she asks.)

Van de Kamp knows the artists who did the paintings on his walls--which include a
David Hockney print entitled “Tian An Men Square.” “These are basically things that
go through our lives in some way,” he explains about the family possessions.

In truth, the family taste is defined more by Andrea, a fast-track career woman and
former Dartmouth College admissions dean who was recently hired as managing
director of Sotheby’s West Coast auction house. Before that, she was public-affairs
director of Carter Hawley Hale department stores, and has helped raise huge sums
for the Museum of Contemporary Art. Tall, toothsome and utterly confident, she
tackles politics with a 50,000-watt smile and a zest that no spouse in more than a
generation has brought to the California campaign trail.

If Van de Kamp wins the election, it will be the first time a governor has had to face
the contemporary problems of spouses with separate careers in separate cities.
Andrea says there is no question she will continue working. “Why mess up a good
recipe?” But as First Lady, she also would like to champion the arts. “I believe people
do not think bad things or do bad things when they are surrounded by art and
music.”

“If you could just merge the Van de Kamps,” says Joe Cerrell, the dean of California
Democratic political consultants, somewhat wistfully. “If he just had Andrea’s
personality, why, he’d be hell to stop, ever.”

THE CAMPAIGN
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AT VAN DE KAMP headquarters, the political elders smile at the scorn leveled at
their candidate: Let him be painted so dull and insipid that if he just gets through a
speech without putting himself to sleep it’s a pleasant surprise. Anyone who watched
George Bush’s sucker punch on the “wimp issue” in the 1988 campaign understands
this game of artificially low expectations.

A tougher chore will be assembling a 51% constituency in a state that leans so
stubbornly toward the GOP and away from workaday liberals. Equally tough will be
broadening his financial support from a base of trial lawyers and labor unions and
raising the millions of dollars needed not only for a contested June primary against
Feinstein but to match the $20 million or so that Wilson is likely to spend for
November. As he hunts for Democratic support, Van de Kamp’s representation of the
Republican Deukmejian Administration as attorney general is a potential liability on
issues ranging from the environment to the savings-and-loan scandals, areas where
critics say the state has been lax. And not the least challenge is keeping his campaign
from getting entangled in the afterlife of a sensational murder case.

“We’re not going to get into a debate over the past,” says Van de Kamp manager
Richie Ross. “We have moved this campaign into the future.” And no wonder, reply
his opponents. In the past lies one of Van de Kamp’s major vulnerabilities: his
handling of the Hillside Strangler case. It’s an episode that goes to the very heart of
Van de Kamp’s advertised strengths--his judgment, his managerial acumen and his
standing as a law-and-order Democrat.

The facts are not in dispute: In 1981, Van de Kamp, as the district attorney of Los
Angeles, was faced with the most dramatic case of his life, the sex murders of 10
young women whose bodies were dumped on Los Angeles-area hillsides.

One suspect, Kenneth Bianchi, a one-time security guard who dreamed of being a
policeman, accepted guilt for five killings in a plea bargain that spared him the death
penalty. He agreed to be the key witness against his accomplice and cousin, Angelo
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Buono, a Glendale auto upholsterer. Subsequently, Bianchi began changing his story
to investigators. Doubt emerged about his reliability as a witness. So great became
the doubts that senior prosecutors ultimately recommended dropping the murder
charges and prosecuting Buono on lesser sex crimes involving other women for which
there were corroborating witnesses. That would have meant bail at perhaps $50,000.

Van de Kamp approved the plan. Superior Court Judge Ronald George did not. He
boldly ordered the capital case to continue. It was transferred to then-Atty. Gen.
George Deukmejian, whose office ultimately secured Buono’s conviction for nine of
10 murders after a sensational trial. Buono was sentenced to life without parole.

Both Feinstein and Wilson have promised to hammer at this case, and even neutral
Democrats concede that it poses problems for Van de Kamp. “It’s not just a
Republican pipe dream that the Angelo Buono affair is going to be damaging,” says
state Senate President Pro Tem David A. Roberti of Los Angeles, a Democrat. “If you
represent an area like mine that was terrorized during the Hillside Strangler episode,
one wonders how in the world the attorney general is going to answer that.”

“We made an error in that case and I take full responsibility,” replies Van de Kamp.

The simplest explanation of his action is that he relied on trusted aides, who in turn
made their best judgments after studying the available evidence. Plainly, Van de
Kamp did not spot the weakness in their perceptions, and neither did he seek a
broader re-evaluation of the case before making his decision. Deukmejian’s office
took a fresh look at the evidence, including some fabric fibers linking the victims to
Buono, and decided to proceed.

“To this day, it’s hard to understand Van de Kamp and those who were working on
the case,” says Michael Nash, one of the successful prosecutors in the case, who is
now a Los Angeles County Superior Court judge. “It’s hard to see why they thought
the evidence wasn’t strong enough. We felt from the beginning that it was.” But Nash
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is reluctant to single out Van de Kamp for blame, saying: “I think he relied to a
certain extent on the prosecutors on the case, and I think he relied on some bad
information.”

“In hindsight, it is clear I was wrong in my assessment of the strength of the
evidence,” Van de Kamp said in a 1989 letter to the editor of the Sacramento Bee after
a columnist raised the issue. “But any suggestion that this error points to an
unwillingness to aggressively prosecute criminals--including the death penalty
cases--is also wrong.”

Five years earlier, however, Van de Kamp acknowledged his own doubts about the
guilt of the accused. An interview with a Times reporter went like this:

Question: It was your belief at the time of the motion for dismissal that Buono was
guilty?

Answer: Didn’t know; wasn’t sure.

Van de Kamp appeals to the “fair-mindedness” of voters, and asks that they dwell not
just on one notorious case but also consider the other 850,000 cases that went
through the office during his years as district attorney.

Facing this kind of scrutiny is a novel challenge for Van de Kamp, who has managed
to spend two decades in politics without encountering a close race, including his one
electoral defeat. He didn’t come up fighting from the school board or City Hall. He
was drafted into the business. And when that didn’t work, he was appointed to it.

In 1969, some San Fernando Valley Democrats and labor leaders needed a candidate.
They wanted to make sure that Republican Barry Goldwater Jr., son of the famous
senator and presidential candidate, would not get a free ride to Congress. Van de
Kamp was invited to return from Washington to audition, and, without time to pack
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clothes, became a candidate. After a congressional race that lasted 60 days, he lost,
57% to 43%. But he did not lose interest.

In 1975, the liberal-controlled county Board of Supervisors appointed Van de Kamp
as Los Angeles district attorney, a nonpartisan office, filling a vacancy created by the
death of incumbent Joseph P. Busch. The next year, Van de Kamp was reelected, 52%
to 36%, over Vincent T. Bugliosi, prosecutor of the Charles Manson gang. In 1980,
Van de Kamp once again strolled to reelection, over one of his deputy district
attorneys, Sidney Trapp.

In June, 1982, Van de Kamp won the Democratic nomination for state attorney
general, going on to win in November, 54% to 42%. He was reelected in 1986, 66% to
30%, over Bruce Gleason, a Republican lawyer so obscure he had to wear a name tag
to get into campaign events.

By 1987, he had made up his mind to run for governor and started campaigning on a
promise to lead California “into a new decade of action and common purpose.” His
chief rivals, Feinstein, the former mayor of San Francisco, and Wilson, the second-
term U.S. senator from San Diego, followed with their announcements. It looked to
be a conventional race among well-known politicians--gritty and predictable. Only
Feinstein had sparkle.

The top professionals brought in to advise Van de Kamp--national advertising guru
Robert Shrum, Washington strategist David Doak, baby-boomer pollster Paul Maslin,
and brassy Sacramento campaign manager Ross--added up the situation for him:
With a low-profile record like his, and given the ammunition his opponents have in
the Hillside Strangler episode, Ross says, “the only way to win was if he was willing to
risk losing.”

For a couple of months this past spring, Van de Kamp made no news and no
speeches, and the public opinion polls showed him behind. He pondered, and then he
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agreed to the advice of the professionals. “This guy didn’t blink,” Ross says. “He is a
strong man. And strong people can step into new roles.”

So they launched a strategy designed to bring his campaign instant support--with the
added advantage of making instant enemies, something that is helping him break free
of his insider image. At the core of the plan is a simple device: linking Van de Kamp’s
candidacy to three ballot initiatives. Vote for me, vote for my platform, that is the
idea.

“I’m going to run a campaign like none you’ve ever seen before,” he promises. “All my
years in politics I’ve heard people complain that they never really have a choice--
politicians are all alike; they make the same promises and do nothing, Tweedledee
versus Tweedledum. It’s why so many people don’t even bother to vote.”

Plank No. 1, crafted with the help of the activist group Common Cause, is aimed at
“draining the ethical swamp” of special interests in Sacramento and is the one
causing the biggest flap. It would limit campaign spending, offer taxpayer financing
for candidates, impose a broad code of ethics on elected officials and limit statewide
officials to two terms of office and of legislators to 12 years in office. Predictably, it
has legislators fuming.

“He’s the phoniest person I’ve ever met in politics,” says Assemblyman Steve Peace
(D-La Mesa), who sees nothing but raw expediency in a lifelong politician to suddenly
calling for arbitrary limits on public service. And a significant number of Sacramento
legislators believe that there is more than the campaign at stake--that even if he wins,
Van de Kamp has fouled his relationship with those he needs. “I don’t want another
governor who can’t get along with the Legislature. If you run against the Legislature,
maybe you can get elected, but you can’t govern,” Democratic state Sen. Barry Keene
of Benicia told Van de Kamp in a letter. Says Wilson aide Bos: “We haven’t heard a
peep from John Van de Kamp on this issue of ethics. Only now that it’s politically
expedient does he posture as Mr. Outsider while all along he has happily been

John Van De Kamp Pleads His Own Case : The Attorney General T... https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-01-14-tm-10-story...

18 of 23 1/14/21, 12:12 PM



partaking as Mr. Insider. I think frankly the public is not going to buy that.”

“John Van de Kamp has embraced the notion that people want a greater say in their
affairs, and he’s shown that it’s not going to be business as usual in Sacramento,”
replies Ross. “That’s the way it’s been up there for 15 years--like the World Wrestling
Federation: Fat white guys pretending to hurt each other. No more. John Van de
Kamp has entered the ring with a campaign about change. And that means hurting
the guys on the top.”

Plank No. 2, produced in alliance with major environmental groups, is a proposition
to phase out potentially hazardous pesticides, outlaw ozone-eating
chlorofluorocarbons, prepare the state for a possible offshore oil spill and institute
tree-planting as part of California’s development ethic. California Farm Bureau
President Bob L. Vice calls it an “extremely radical” proposal that could jeopardize
food supplies by cutting back on growers’ ability to control pests with chemicals.

Van de Kamp’s third plank addresses drugs, speedy trials and prisons, much of the
content copied from an initiative that is backed by Wilson and by crime victims’
groups and most district attorneys in the state. Van de Kamp says he now supports
efforts to expedite jury selection and preliminary hearings and make it easier to seek
the death penalty by redefining the concept of “premeditation,” actions he formerly
opposed. But his proposal goes further than the one supported by Wilson and
promises $1.7 billion in the coming years to establish an anti-drug “super fund”; 60%
of the money would go to enforcement and prosecution, 40% to treatment and
prevention. Businesses would pay through a loss of state tax deductions.

Abortion rights are caught up in the initiative fight, too. The crime initiative backed
by Wilson modifies the privacy provisions of the state Constitution in criminal cases,
saying they should be construed in accordance with the U.S. Constitution, which
contains no explicit right to privacy. Van de Kamp insists that that initiative could
later jeopardize a woman’s freedom of choice, if the state should make abortion a
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crime. The attorney general’s version specifically protects those rights.

The effect of the overall strategy has been measurable. Polls at the end of 1989 put
him ahead of Feinstein in the primary and dead even with Wilson in the general
election. Because such early polls are often nearly meaningless, perhaps more
important has been the psychological impact: Van de Kamp--for now--is making the
headlines and setting the contours of this early campaigning. It didn’t hurt that
Feinstein was slowed down by surgery and some squabbling over who her top
managers would be.

Nonetheless, Wilson aide Bos says it’s far too early to assess the effect of Van de
Kamp’s propositions, which still must be qualified for the ballot. “They haven’t even
started to be scrutinized yet. At first blush, everyone says, ‘Yeah, great.’ But who
hasn’t seen something climb up in the polls and then tumble down?” he asks. Wilson
has said that the initiatives are a pale substitute for real leadership. “We think they
translate to a confirmation of weakness,” Bos says.

Feinstein, too, has ridiculed Van de Kamp’s trio of initiatives. “John Van de Kamp has
spent more than a dozen years in elective office,” she said, “and the voters of
California have nothing to show for it. The Van de Kamp ‘initiatives du jour’

notwithstanding, they still don’t.”

At the start of this campaign, all three major candidates shared certain assumptions:
After a period of retrenchment, people want the state to forge ahead. The candidates
share similar goals--better schools, improved transportation, less tolerance for crime
and pollution. But, the strategists believe, aside from perhaps abortion and crime,
voters are not interested in hot fights over ideology. Wilson has moved from the right
to the center, leaving behind some of his more conservative constituents. Van de
Kamp has ambled over from the left, and some liberals feel forgotten. Feinstein
hovers close to the middle.
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Although campaigns are tricky to predict, the clashes of this one are apt to be over
questions of character and priorities, tactics and experience, not fundamental
differences of direction or dreams. In the primary, Van de Kamp can claim a strong
base in the huge Southern California media market. This has forced Feinstein to buy
a condominium in Century City so that she can spend more time in Southern
California and gain recognition here. Many strategists, however, feel that Feinstein
ultimately will have a strong natural appeal to women voters, and this has forced the
attorney general into a scramble for endorsements from women’s groups.

With his initiatives strategy, Van de Kamp believes, he has finally shed his role as
someone else’s attorney. The tantalizing prospect of governing California, of piloting
its course into a new decade, seems to be limbering him up. His mother describes
him as “blossoming” under the change. Friends say he is “liberated . . . having the
time of his life.” Barbara Johnson, campaign chair and longtime associate, says the
difference is as easy to grasp as the difference between a lawyer bound to precedent
and a candidate determined to break free of it.

The fact is, Van de Kamp is getting incrementally better on the stump. His
announcer’s voice carries authority. His timing shows practice. He is not one of those
politicians who thinks himself perfect, so he willingly yields to polishing from his
coterie of campaign experts.

He uses a fable to tell audiences about the swerve in his campaign. “A few years ago, a
little girl told her Sunday school that she was going to draw a picture of God,” he says.
“ ‘But nobody knows what God looks like,’ the teacher said. And the little girl
answered, ‘They will after I finish my picture.’ ”

Van de Kamp is now beginning to fill in the picture of his own leadership ability.

Times researcher Doug Conner assisted with this story.
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February 4, 2016 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Fred MacFarlane – (213) 369-8425 
 
John Van de Kamp submits final report as Vernon 
Independent Reform Monitor, says ‘Vernon’s good 
governance is still strong.’ 
 
Vernon, CA – Vernon Independent Reform Monitor John Van de Kamp has issued his 
10th and final biannual report on the city’s good governance policies and practices that 
commenced in February 2011 when he assumed an initial one-year role as the city’s 
independent ethics advisor 
 
In Mr. Van de Kamp’s 41-page January 2016 report, he concluded, “Former [California 
Assembly] Speaker [John] Perez believed Vernon, because of its small electorate, is 
unable to govern itself properly. The city must continue to prove him wrong and live up 
to the expectations of [California Senate President Pro Tem] Kevin De León and others 
who gave Vernon a ‘second chance.’ Hiring a new city administrator [who is] committed 
to ethical and good governance practices is key to meeting the expectations of the 
‘second chance’ Vernon was granted.” 
 
In the preface to his report, Mr. Van de Kamp wrote, “The city has shown consistent 
support for the essential reform measures recommended by Senator De León and me. 
In sum it can be said that Vernon’s good governance is still strong. With the forthcoming 
change of leadership and replacement of key executives, extra effort needs to be 
exercised to make sure the progress made in the past four years continues.” 
 
In addition to chronicling Vernon’s good governance reform progress since 2012, Mr. 
Van de Kamp has provided his independent critique on matters related to Vernon’s 
finance and budget, internal and external audits, housing, city elections, and business 
activity. 
 
Interim City Administrator A.J. Wilson said, “John Van de Kamp played an 
indispensable role as Vernon’s independent reform monitor. When he began his work, 
Vernon was on the brink of dissolution due to the Legislature’s menacing 
disincorporation measure. Mr. Van de Kamp’s involvement with the city showed that 
Vernon was serious about carrying out reforms. In the past five-years, more than 150 
good governance reforms have been implemented in response to Mr. Van de Kamp’s 
recommendations. We owe Mr. Van de Kamp our sincerest gratitude and appreciation 



 

for his stellar work and thorough commitment as Vernon’s independent reform monitor.” 
 
To view the full text of Mr. Van de Kamp’s January 2016 Independent Reform Monitor 
report, go to: 
 
http://www.cityofvernon.org/images/government/JohnVandeKampIndependentRe
formMonitorReport_01_31_16.pdf 

 
# # # 

 
Vernon was founded in 1905 to create jobs in California. Vernon’s 1,800 businesses create more than 105,000 
jobs in the Los Angeles area – including 55,000 jobs within the city’s 5.2-mile boundary. The Los Angeles 
County Economic Development Corporation designated Vernon as California’s ‘Most Business Friendly City.’ 
Vernon generates more than $330 million in state income and sales taxes, $1.1 billion in taxable spending. 
Vernon’s businesses provide more than 4.4 billion is salaries and wages annually for workers in Los Angeles 
County. For more information, go to www.cityofvernon.org. 
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Vernon’s financial problems sour business leaders on the city
By  SAM ALLEN, LOS ANGELES TIMES

JUNE 27, 2012 | 12 AM

Vernon has long been a nirvana for business: Easy access to freeways and rail lines.
Low taxes. Cheap, abundant supplies of electricity.

Manufacturers, chemical factories and even a giant slaughterhouse thrived in
Vernon’s friendly confines for much of the past century, free of the protests about
noise, exhaust and odors that bedeviled neighboring communities. Largely free, too,
of the hordes of pesky residents that can make it so difficult for industry in California
towns.

But these days, the party seems to be ending.

Hit by the recession and a series of ill-fated investments that have cost the city
millions, Vernon has moved to raise taxes and has jacked up its electricity rates by
about 40% in recent years, bringing them much closer to what utilities across the
region charge.

Vernon’s biggest businesses, including Farmer John, Gavina Coffee and Owens
Illinois, have in recent weeks slammed the city and issued dire warnings. Some
business leaders are threatening to move their operations out of the city because they
say the costs of doing business there have become too high. Others have called on city
leaders to consider declaring bankruptcy to get out of Vernon’s bad investments.
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Just a year ago, many of these same businesses were rising to Vernon’s defense when
the state Legislature considered disincorporating the city of just 100 residents after a
series of public corruption scandals. Back then, the companies argued that
disincorportion would ruin the local economy and that Vernon City Hall — while
tainted —was good for business.

Now, business leaders say they feel betrayed.

“John Pérez has to be laughing,” said Doug Rawson, chief executive at a local printing
company, referring to the Assembly speaker who sought to dissolve Vernon last year.
“In retrospect, I think he was right. I think the city is poorly run.... I think we made a
big mistake.”

Peter Corselli, manager at a large Vernon cold storage business, traveled to
Sacramento last year, lobbied legislators and even appeared in a television
advertisement promoting Vernon as “a place where business works.”

“It’s a very ugly feeling,” Corselli said in an interview. “I feel like I was suckered. I feel
like I wasted my time…. At the rate they’re going with these increases, this is just not
a sustainable city.”

The outcome of the dispute could reverberate well beyond Vernon’s borders.

The 1,800 businesses there employ 50,000 people and generate about $1 billion in
taxable sales annually, according to a report commissioned by the city. Vernon also
accounted for 15.3% of Los Angeles County’s food industry employment, 10.7% of its
apparel-related jobs and 5.5% of furniture employment, the report said.

Some of the businesses threatening to reduce operations in Vernon said they might
do more of their work out of state. Farmer John, for example, has suggested it could
move some of its production to the Midwest.
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Vernon officials reject the idea of bankruptcy but say they have no choice but to seek
more revenue. In addition to rate increases, the city has placed a utility user tax on
the November ballot to help balance the budget. Officials said the once-sizable
reserve that the city for years tapped to keep rates low is largely depleted.

“I know it’s painful,” said Michael Ybarra, a newly elected member of Vernon’s
council. “But we need to work on it, and in the short term I don’t know if we have
much of a choice.”

John Van de Kamp, a former California attorney general who works as Vernon’s
ethics advisor, told businesspeople at a council meeting earlier this month that the
city’s finances needed to be “brought into balance” and that all sides needed to
consider what sacrifices they were willing to make.

“The question I think everyone here has to face … is what kind of city do you want to
have? What kind of services do you want to provide and how are you going to pay for
them?” he said.

While all cities have been hit hard by the economic slump, Vernon’s problems have
been compounded by a series of investments made through its Light & Power
Department.

Businesses are particularly angry at a $431-million hedge on a long-term supply of
natural gas that Vernon purchased several years ago. Under the deal, the city locked
in the bulk of its purchases at $7.50 per unit. But prices have fallen significantly since
then, creating huge losses for the city. Last year, the price of natural gas fluctuated
around $4 per unit.

Now, it sits at just over $2.50. A top Vernon official estimated that the city is losing
$25 million to $30 million a year on the agreement.
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Over the last decade Vernon also became heavily involved in the municipal bond
market, issuing more than $1 billion in bonds to pursue new projects and refinance
existing debts.

But the derivative instruments used by the city to try to lower its interest expenses
backfired during the credit crisis, and the recession drove down revenue in its general
fund. The Times reported last summer that Vernon had lost more than $130 million
in net assets over six years. L.A. County auditors who reviewed Vernon’s books after
that article appeared found that the city’s general fund had consistently operated at
deficits of $20 million to $25 million.

During the same period, Vernon increased its spending on employee compensation.
Between 2006 and 2010, four officials took home annual pay of more than $750,000,
including Eric T. Fresch, who made as much as $1.6 million in 2008.

Those same four officials oversaw Vernon’s natural gas hedge, which it entered in
2006. Experts said the investment, which was hailed by a trade publication as the
“deal of the year” at the time, was unusual for the length of time it covered. The
impacts of the hedge and Vernon’s other investments are expected to be addressed in
a state audit of the city’s finances scheduled for release later this week.

Business leaders say the losses on the deal have driven up the cost of power, and they
have questioned the city’s decision to enter it in the first place.

“Who in the world would do this?” said Ebrahim Simhaee, president of Crown Poly, a
large plastic manufacturer in Vernon, at a recent city meeting. Simhaee and others
want the city to look at having Vernon’s power department declare bankruptcy to get
out of the deal.

Carlos Fandino, the head of the department, called the hedge “a bad decision at the
time, if you’re Monday morning quarterbacking.” He said that he’s trying to
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renegotiate the agreement but that bankruptcy is not an option.

sam.allen@latimes.com
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Vernon paid millions to firms connected to relatives of city
officials, records show
By  SAM ALLEN, LOS ANGELES TIMES

JUNE 10, 2011 | 12 AM

The city of Vernon, already under fire for oversized salaries earned by some leaders,
has paid millions of dollars in the last decade to private firms connected to relatives
of top city officials, according to records reviewed by The Times.

In all, Vernon has employed at least a dozen family members of city officials, the
documents show, either directly at City Hall or through companies that have done
business with city. The most prominent cases involved the families of three former
administrators: Bruce Malkenhorst, Eric Fresch and Donal O’Callaghan, who
together had seven relatives working for one of the contractors.

Details of the hirings are contained in thousands of pages of city financial records
obtained from Vernon under the California Public Records Act. The state Legislature
is now debating whether to disband the industrial city with a population of less than
100, which has been mired in allegations of corruption.

Many of the family members were hired by Project Labor Group, a private company
created in 2003 to provide engineering, security and administrative services at the
city’s power plant. When the firm was established, Malkenhorst was Vernon’s city
administrator and Fresch its city attorney. O’Callaghan became head of the city’s
Light and Power Department two years later.
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John Van de Kamp, the former state attorney general hired by Vernon in February to
perform an ethics review of the municipal government, said that he was not aware of
Project Labor Group but that he would consider recommending a new anti-nepotism
policy to prevent city officials from directly hiring relatives.

Van de Kamp said he’s pleased with the city’s recent efforts to enact reforms,
including slashing salaries and imposing term limits, but believes other policies are
also needed to make the city more open. He plans to submit his report to the City
Council next month.

City spokesman Fred MacFarlane declined to comment on Project Labor Group,
saying that “the people who are probably most in the know are no longer with the
city.”

“That was then, this is now,” MacFarlane said. “This is a city that’s turning a corner
on its past and moving in a new direction.”

Malkenhorst and O’Callaghan have both left the city. But Fresch, who in 2008 made
more than $1.6 million as city administrator, continues to work as a legal consultant.
He’s been paid more than $300,000 so far this year, according to city warrant
registers.

Project Labor’s principal was J.D. Hicks, an associate of Fresch who lives near his
home in Marin County.

Fresch’s brothers, Curtis and Patrick, both worked for Project Labor Group before
being hired as contractors at the city’s power department.

Malkenhorst’s daughters, Rachel and Jennifer, were also employed by Project Labor,
along with Jennifer’s husband, Mark McNabb, according to records and multiple
sources. At the time, Malkenhorst’s son, Bruce Jr., was on Vernon’s staff as a city
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clerk and deputy attorney.

Between June 2007 and December 2008, Project Labor Group employees submitted
their time sheets to O’Callaghan’s wife, Kimberly McBride, whose official title was
“administrator of PLG employees.” Among those on the payroll was her brother,
Doug.

The family members were paid between $30 and $60 an hour, and they billed as
much as 70 hours a week, according to time sheets.

Critics have long argued that Vernon is governed like a fiefdom for the benefit of a
small group of leaders who earn large salaries. The city owns nearly all the homes
within its borders, essentially making the City Council the landlord for voters. The
Times reported last winter that more than a dozen friends and family members of top
Vernon officials lived in city-owned residences at below-market rates, including four
nephews of new City Administrator Mark Whitworth. The rents range from $136 to
$472 a month.

One of the reforms the City Council approved recently called for an advisory
commission to take over management of the city’s housing.

Records show that millions of dollars flowed from Vernon’s Light and Power
Department to Project Labor Group and Hicks’ other firm, J.D. Hicks & Associates.
In 2008, for example, more than $3 million was paid to the two companies.

The firms were based in the Bay Area, where Fresch and Hicks both live, but most of
the employees worked out of city facilities. The exact nature of the work was not
detailed in documents reviewed by The Times, and Hicks did not respond to requests
for comment.

Vernon officials said they could not estimate the total amount Project Labor Group
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was paid. But in a Chapter 7 bankruptcy action filed by the company in June 2009, it
listed gross income of more than $4.4 million for the three previous years, including
$2.5 million in 2007 alone.

Over its six-year history, Project Labor Group employed between 10 and 45
individuals at a given time, records show. The staffing levels varied depending on the
status of construction of the city’s power plant, which was its only client.

One of the jobs Project Labor handled for Vernon involved the city’s controversial
effort in 2006 to evict three people who had moved into a warehouse and filed to run
for the City Council.

Project Labor oversaw private investigators who were hired to tail the candidates,
whose campaigns marked the first competitive election in the city in decades. South
Pasadena police accused some of the private eyes, who were hired by Hicks, of
drawing weapons and driving recklessly while following the candidates around that
city.

Project Labor Group was phased out in early 2009 after Vernon sold the power plant
to a private company.

Around the same time, Vernon entered into an agreement hiring O’Callaghan’s wife,
McBride, as a “Contract Services Business and Administrative Accountant” and
tasking her with handling bookkeeping duties for the city’s gas department. She was
paid $40 an hour, the same rate she earned at Project Labor Group.

Vernon’s former city attorney said that the arrangement lasted only three months and
that McBride was paid about $13,000 total.

In early 2010, however, Vernon approved another contract with McBride, through
Tara Energy Inc., a private company formed in her name. Vernon paid $243,000 to
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the company last year. The city placed O’Callaghan on administrative leave last
summer shortly after The Times inquired about Tara Energy and McBride’s work for
the city. O’Callaghan resigned in October and weeks later was indicted on conflict-of-
interest charges.

Curtis Fresch also received a contract at the city’s power department around the time
Project Labor folded. Then, in 2010, the city’s Redevelopment Agency entered into an
agreement with Nevada Renewable Power for consulting services at $160 an hour.
Curtis Fresch was the president of the company and his son was treasurer.

The city has since terminated Curtis Fresch’s various agreements, but Patrick Fresch
remains under contract with its gas department.

Eric Fresch still works for Vernon as well. Last July, he proposed that the City
Council approve a contract with Associated Energy Partners. Fresch was the
president of that company, and the agreement could have paid him a multimillion-
dollar commission on a major energy deal.

The council, however, selected a different company, BLX Group, to handle the
transaction. A memo prepared at the time by Vernon’s city attorney said Fresch was
permitted to work for BLX. But neither Fresch nor the firm would say whether he
actually did.

Malkenhorst, Fresch’s predecessor, pleaded guilty to misappropriation of public
funds last month. Vernon officials said they’ve had no relationship with him since
2006.

Earlier this year, the city retained Chris Lehane, a high-profile political consultant, to
help advise its campaign against the disincorporation bill.

Then, in May, Vernon approved the hiring of Lehane’s sister, Erin, as a consultant to
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its Light and Power Department. She will work on a community outreach plan at a
rate of $250 an hour.

sam.allen@latimes.com

Los Angeles Times staff writers Hector Becerra and Kim Christensen contributed to

this report.
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5 Companies Sued for Violating Prop. 65 : Air pollution: State
Atty. Gen. John Van de Kamp alleges that the firms--two of
them in Orange County--failed to adequately warn residents
near their plants that they emit a cancer-causing chemical.
By MARLA CONE

JULY 19, 1990 | 12 AM

TIMES STAFF WRITER

LOS ANGELES — The state attorney general sued five companies in Orange and Los
Angeles counties Wednesday, alleging that they failed to adequately warn an
estimated 3 million people that their plants emit a cancer-causing chemical.

The lawsuits are the most sweeping allegations against companies so far stemming
from Proposition 65, the groundbreaking anti-toxics measure overwhelmingly
approved by voters in 1986. The law requires companies to give reasonable and
adequate warnings to the public when they release pollutants known to cause cancer
or birth defects.

The lawsuits filed by Atty. Gen. John Van de Kamp target Baxter Bentley
Laboratories in Irvine, the Baxter Pharmaseal division of Baxter Healthcare Corp. in
Irwindale, Sterilization Services in Anaheim, Griffith Micro Science in Vernon and
Botanicals International in Long Beach. The companies own a total of nine plants in
the five cities.

The chemical involved is ethylene oxide, a colorless, odorless gas used widely by the
pharmaceutical and food-packaging industries to sterilize equipment. Exposure to
the toxic gas increases the risks of leukemia and stomach cancer and also has been
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linked to birth defects, state and federal health officials say.

Van de Kamp alleges that the companies give insufficient warnings to nearby
residents and that the ethylene oxide emitted into the neighborhoods around the
plants is as much as 100 times greater than the amount deemed safe under
Proposition 65.

Officials from Baxter Healthcare, which owns the Irvine and Irwindale plants, said
they plan to stop using the chemical in California and instead will sterilize medical
equipment in other facilities, probably in Puerto Rico. The Irvine company makes
oxygenators, devices that serve as artificial lungs during open-heart surgery.

“Bentley Laboratories has been reducing its emissions in Irvine for some years now.
By the end of the year, we won’t use ethylene oxide there at all,” said Geoffrey Fenton,
a spokesman for the Deerfield, Ill., company.

Fenton said Proposition 65 gives companies only a vaguely worded requirement to
warn residents of emissions.

“We have done community and employee warnings. We have posted signs, and we
also have an internal campaign to warn workers. We also publish quarterly ads in
newspapers,” he said. “We feel it is adequate, but there is room for interpretation
under Proposition 65.”

Van de Kamp said he hopes that the lawsuits send a message to companies exposing
communities to toxics that an occasional newspaper ad or bulletin board
announcement “is not enough under Proposition 65.”

The proposition requires “reasonable” public notice--an effort Van de Kamp said
should include radio and television campaigns when such large exposures occur.
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In the suits, filed in Los Angeles and Orange County superior courts, he is seeking
unspecified civil penalties, alleging violations of not only Proposition 65 but also the
state’s air-quality nuisance code.

The five companies release about 295,000 pounds of the toxic gas into the air each
year, according to a May report by the California Air Resources Board. They are five
of the largest sources of such emissions in the state.

Business leaders said Wednesday that the litigation could have sweeping effects on all
industries in California. Thousands of companies that use more than 200 toxic
chemicals might be forced to step up efforts to warn the public of the risks in order to
avoid similar lawsuits.

Like the five companies targeted by Van de Kamp, most industries--including the
state’s major oil and aerospace companies--attempt to comply with Proposition 65 by
posting signs and placing newspaper advertisements several times a year.

“There’s going to be a spinoff,” said Timothy Landis, chairman of the environmental
council of the Orange County Chamber of Commerce. “Other companies will be
calling their attorneys right away to see what they should do.”

Landis said most industrial plants will probably have to start posting large signs on
their front door or fence.

“It could be very serious if you have to put it right on your door, where customers and
employees walk in,” he said. “It won’t cost companies a lot, but what if the workers
see the sign and decide to quit? Companies also may have to change their
manufacturing processes.”

In all, about 800,000 pounds of ethylene oxide are emitted into the air annually by
650 companies in California, mostly hospitals and manufacturers of medical
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products, the report by the Air Resources Board says.

That amount of the chemical carries a risk of causing from 360 to 510 cancer cases in
California over a 70-year period, the report estimates. About 75% of the companies
are in Orange and Los Angeles counties.

California air-quality officials already have acted to reduce the threat posed by
ethylene oxide.

In May, the Air Resources Board adopted a regulation that forces California
industries to virtually eliminate the fumes over time. Within two years, all companies
that use the chemical must cut an average of 98% of the dangerous gases. The largest
companies, including the five sued by Van de Kamp, must cut the emissions by 99.9%
within 1 1/2 years.

Some business leaders complained Wednesday that the estimated cost of $15 million
per year to comply by installing pollution-control equipment will hurt the medical
sterilization industry.

Baxter Bentley Laboratories is one of the largest sources of toxic air emissions in
Orange County, according to reports filed with the federal Environmental Protection
Agency. In addition to ethylene oxide, it releases large amounts of
chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, which destroy the ozone layer.

Fenton said the company has goals of reducing all emissions and wastes--including
an 80% cutback in CFCs by 1996.

He said that ethylene oxide is needed because the company knows of no substitute for
sterilizing medical devices but that the company is working to consolidate its use of
the chemical.
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“We’re making a product that is essential in saving human lives,” he said.

State health officials said no studies have been done to see if excess cancers show up
in the neighborhoods around the plants.

However, Van de Kamp said, if someone did get cancer who “lived within striking
distance of these emitting sources, how could you ever trace it back to the source?”
Such uncertainties make “immediate action” by the companies imperative, he said.

Lindsay Wagner, a 35-year-old mother of two who lives within a few blocks of the
Irwindale plant, said Baxter Healthcare “does a poor job of informing the community
what’s going on as far as chemicals are concerned, and I am worried about the safety
of my family.”

Proposition 65 says a safe limit for the chemical is 2 micrograms per day over an
individual’s lifetime, said Deputy Atty. Gen. Edward Weil. When people are exposed
beyond that level, he said, “you get into the significant risk area” of one death per
100,000 people.

Van de Kamp said Griffith Micro Science in Vernon has exposed nearly 2 million
people to concentrations of the chemical that are 104 times more than the limits set
by Proposition 65.

Officials of Griffith Micro Science, based in Illinois, could not be reached for
comment.

Van de Kamp said that emissions data, obtained from reports the company filed with
the EPA, show that Botanicals International in Long Beach is exposing about
550,000 people to levels 41 times higher than those deemed safe.

Botanicals International officials did not return phone calls from The Times.
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Officials at Sterilization Services in Anaheim and its headquarters in Illinois also did
not return phone calls.

Van de Kamp said the lawsuits are the beginning of a far wider campaign to put
public pressure on toxic emitters within California’s vast industrial complex.

Staff writers Jill Stewart and Ron Smith contributed to this report from Los Angeles.
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pollution of the air Californians breathe, the water they drink and the food they grow and
eat.

The initiative would be presented to voters in November 1990, in the same election in
which the Attorney General, John Van de Kamp, hopes to be the Democratic candidate for
Governor.

If adopted, it would extend current efforts to reduce pollution and protect the layer of
ozone that protects the earth from the ultraviolet rays of the sun; establish a $500 million
fund to prevent and clean up oil spills, and seek to eliminate the use of cancer-causing
pesticides over five years. 'Neglect at Highest Levels'

''The environment of this state has suffered tremendous damage during a decade in
which extraordinary growth has been accompanied by extraordinary neglect at the
highest levels in Washington and Sacramento,'' Mr. Van de Kamp said.

State Assemblyman Tom Hayden, who will head the campaign to place the proposal on
the ballot and win its approval by the voters, said that it was intended to draw on the
growing public support for a cleaner environment and to give the issue political strength
by linking it with the gubernatorial race.

Albert Meyerhoff, a senior lawyer with the Natural Resources Defense Council, a private
environmental organization that is not affiliated with the initiative drive, said: ''The
Attorney General is throwing down the gauntlet to the environmental community and
other candidates. It is the year of the environment. It seems the time is ripe to go to the
ballot.''

To clean the air, the initiative would seek to reduce emissions of gases that contribute to
global warming and gradually eliminate the use of chemicals that deplete the ozone layer.
It would encourage the planting of new trees, which take in carbon dioxide and give off
oxygen, by authorizing the sale of government bonds for reforestation and by requiring
developers to plant trees in return for approval of their projects.

To protect the oceans, it would strengthen rules to prevent and clean up oil spills and to
phase out the dumping of the most toxic wastes in coastal waters.

To produce cleaner food, it would gradually eliminate the use of cancer-causing and other
hazardous pesticides and step up research into safer alternatives.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section A, Page 8 of the National edition with the headline: California Attorney General Calls For a
Statewide Vote on Pollution
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By Edward Wyatt and Randy Kennedy

Oct. 3, 2006

LOS ANGELES, Oct. 2 — Ending a 14-month investigation, the California attorney
general appointed an independent monitor on Monday to oversee reforms at the J. Paul
Getty Trust, one of the world’s richest cultural organizations. The inquiry determined that
the trust’s former president, with the approval of the Getty board, misspent trust money
on his wife’s travel, used employees for personal errands and made improper payments
to a graduate student.

Although the attorney general, Bill Lockyer, found that the former president and the
board violated their legal duties, he declined to take civil or criminal action against them.
The report stated that the misuse of funds did not result from fraud and that the value of a
settlement between the former president, Barry Munitz, and the trust exceeded the value
of the losses from any improper payments.

The Getty, which has adopted several reforms since Mr. Munitz resigned under pressure
in February, expressed satisfaction with the results of the inquiry.

Louise H. Bryson, who took over as chairwoman of the Getty board of trustees in August,
said she was “pleased the attorney general acknowledged the work done by the board to
change the policies and procedures” that resulted in the violations.

After reports of questionable expenses and suspect grants by Mr. Munitz and gifts to
retiring board members began appearing in 2005 in The Los Angeles Times, the Getty
board changed its policies to restrict travel expenses, prohibit the use of employees for
personal ends and forbid gifts from the Getty to its trustees.

In February, the board reached a settlement with Mr. Munitz in which the former
president resigned while repaying $250,000 in cash for improper expenditures and
forfeited more than $2 million in expected benefits.

Notably, the attorney general found that a number of actions by Mr. Munitz that were
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approved by the board were consistent with the trust’s charitable purposes. These
included sending a staff member to Israel to observe an academy for chess, a game that is
one of Mr. Munitz’s favorite hobbies; furnishing the office of a former Getty Trust
executive at another Los Angeles County arts institution; and sponsoring a luncheon at
which Mr. Munitz was given an award.

The attorney general also found that the sale in 2002 of a piece of property in the Los
Angeles suburb of Brentwood to Eli Broad, the billionaire philanthropist and a friend of
Mr. Munitz’s, for $2 million was reasonable. An assessment by an independent appraiser
hired by the attorney general’s office found that the property had a fair market value of
$1.8 million at the time.

The report also found that there were no improprieties in a $3 million severance payment
to Deborah Gribbon, the former director of the J. Paul Getty Museum, who resigned in
2004 after months of disagreements with Mr. Munitz. The attorney general’s report said
that the trust, in paying the money, reasonably based it on damages that Ms. Gribbon
might have received in a wrongful termination lawsuit.

“Indeed, those damages might well have greatly exceeded the amount of the approved
separation payment,” the report found.

Through his lawyer, Mr. Munitz said yesterday: “I'm relieved that this is behind me and
the Getty.” Mr. Munitz stressed the findings in the report that all payments to him had
been authorized by the trust, and that there was no indication that he obtained any
money by making false statements or submitting false bills.

John Van de Kamp, a former state attorney general, is to serve as the independent
monitor of the Getty Trust for two fiscal years, reporting to the attorney general’s office
on whether the trust’s planned reforms are being followed.

The procedure calls for the trust to make reports to the attorney general’s office every six
months; those reports will be reviewed by the monitor, who can then ask for additional
information from the trust. Tom Dresslar, a spokesman for the attorney general’s office,
said the Getty had agreed to provide further information or documentation should the
monitor request it.

In a statement, Mr. Lockyer said that because charitable trusts are subsidized by
taxpayers, “board members and executives have a legal duty” to make sure that
spending is lawful and used to further the trust’s charitable purpose. “With some
expenditures and gifts, Mr. Munitz violated his duty and Getty’s trustees failed to do their
governance job,” Mr. Lockyer said.
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Mr. Lockyer and Mr. Munitz are known to be personal friends, and the attorney general
has acknowledged that they met privately while the inquiry was under way.

Asked about that relationship, Mr. Dresslar said the investigation was conducted by the
attorney general’s charitable trusts division and that it was not influenced by the
friendship.

The report’s conclusions and recommendations were essentially unedited by Mr. Lockyer
before he approved them, Mr. Dresslar added.

It is the first time that the California attorney general has imposed an independent
overseer in an enforcement action against a charitable trust, although the procedure has
been used in consumer settlements, including one this year with Ameriquest Mortgage
Company after an investigation into allegations of predatory lending practices.

Jack B. Siegel, a Chicago lawyer who is an expert on nonprofit law, said he was somewhat
surprised that the attorney general’s findings were not more critical of the Getty. “The
focus seems to be on — I don’t want to say trivial things — but on very specific things like
travel reimbursement,” Mr. Siegel said. “They don’t really seem in this to be addressing
fundamental governance issues, about the overall way things are run.”

Edward Wyatt reported from Los Angeles for this article and Randy Kennedy from New York.
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CALIFORNIA

State Ends Inquiry, Names Monitor for Getty Trust

Marion True, former curator of the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, still faces separate charges of illegally
possessing at least a dozen antiquities found in a raid on her vacation home on the Aegean island of Paros last
year. (Wally Skalij / Los Angeles Times)

By  JASON FELCH, RALPH FRAMMOLINO AND ROBIN FIELDS

OCT. 3, 2006 | 12 AM

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

After a yearlong investigation, the California attorney general’s office has concluded
that the J. Paul Getty Trust’s former chief executive, Barry Munitz, and board of
trustees misused organization funds on lavish travel, gifts and perks.

In a report issued Monday, state officials said they would not seek further penalties
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against the trust because they found no fraud and the misspent money was recouped
when Munitz agreed to repay the Getty $250,000 and forgo more than $2 million in
benefits when he was ousted in February.

Nevertheless, the attorney general took the unprecedented step of appointing an
independent monitor — former state Atty. Gen. John K. Van de Kamp — to make sure
the $10-billion private foundation follows through on a long list of promised reforms.

“It’s not like they’re getting off scot-free,” spokesman Tom Dresslar said. “The
settlement [with Munitz] made the trust whole and then some. The message should
be that you’re going to be held accountable if the organization isn’t made whole.”

Getty officials expressed relief that the investigation was over and said they would
cooperate with Van de Kamp.

“There were some mistakes made. We could have acted earlier and maybe dug a little
farther,” said Louise Bryson, a trustee since 1998 and the current board chairwoman.
As the attorney general’s report acknowledged, she added, the trust has moved
forward on its own to ensure “this will never happen again.”

The state launched an investigation into the Getty’s financial practices in July 2005
after Times stories described how Munitz had used Getty resources to bankroll a
luxurious lifestyle. Subsequent stories revealed that board members had rubber-
stamped Munitz’s expenses without reviewing them and had benefited personally
from trust transactions.

On Monday, Munitz returned a call for comment on the state’s findings, referring a
reporter to an associate who could not be reached.

The attorney general’s office concluded that the trust improperly covered travel
expenses incurred by Munitz’s wife, deeming his justifications for her presence on
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business trips “unpersuasive.”

Trustees also erred in allowing Munitz to use Getty staff to run personal errands “on
many occasions” and to spend more than $20,000 on gifts of artwork presented to
four retiring board members, state investigators said.

The Times reported Munitz regularly sent his driver to Long Beach to pick up taped
episodes of his favorite TV shows, and on one occasion asked a secretary to track
down blood orange juice for his wife, who had enjoyed it on a trip to Europe.

Although state officials determined that the trust “violated no clear rule” in paying for
Munitz to fly first class, stay in luxury hotels and eat at expensive restaurants, they
called the board’s willingness to foot the bills “inappropriate” and, in some cases,
“unreasonable.”

State officials also took issue with consulting fees paid to Iris Mickein, a graduate
student and former Getty intern whom Munitz employed as a senior advisor.

Investigators concluded that Mickein had done insufficient work to earn the funds.

Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and a
vocal critic of excess in the nonprofit sector, said the attorney general’s findings
showed “what can happen when boards of directors aren’t asking enough questions.”

Grassley noted, however, that the attorney general’s office stopped short of criticizing
Munitz’s compensation, which ranked among the nation’s highest for nonprofit chief
executives, or a $300,000 book deal Munitz promised to retired board Chairman
David Gardner.

“It’s important to note that even with the attorney general’s good work, he had to take
a pass in some troubling areas, like executive compensation and business relations

State Ends Inquiry, Names Monitor for Getty Trust - Los Angeles ... https://www.latimes.com/news/la-me-getty3oct03-story.html

3 of 9 1/14/21, 10:53 AM



with trustees, because current law is limited or unclear,” he said. “This tells me we
need to look at changing the state and federal laws in these areas.”

State officials concluded that several other heavily scrutinized Getty transactions
were in accord with California law as well, among them severance payments to
former museum Director Deborah Gribbon and Munitz’s chief of staff, Jill Murphy.

“While the payment may be considered generous, it appears to be reasonably based
on the damages she could have received if she had filed a lawsuit,” the report said of
the $3 million paid to Gribbon. “Indeed, those damages might well have greatly
exceeded the amount of the approved separation payment.”

Grants made to a filmmaker whom Munitz had befriended, to the Clinton White
House and to the Getty’s former chief operations officer to, among other things, help
pay for office furnishings in his new job, were found to fall within the trust’s broader
charitable purpose. State officials also said the sale of Getty property to
philanthropist Eli Broad, Munitz’s close friend, was handled properly and for a fair
price.

The attorney general’s charitable trust division, which carried out the investigation,
has the authority to impose civil penalties, remove trustees or recommend the
revocation of a nonprofit’s tax-exempt status if it discovers gross mismanagement or
fraud.

Dresslar denied that the agency had gone easy on the trust, or on Munitz, whom
Lockyer has described as a close friend.

“They’ve paid some consequences,” he said. “The trust got its money back. We think
it’s an appropriate result.”

In two years of near-constant scrutiny, the Getty’s once-gilded image has taken a
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pounding.

In addition to Munitz, much of the Getty’s senior management has left, as have
several board members, including former Chairman John Biggs, who retired in early
August.

The trust’s troubles reverberated nationally, becoming part of a national debate about
oversight at nonprofits and the sector’s need for reform.

“I think it embarrassed lots of people in the nonprofit world,” said Diana Aviv, the
president and chief executive of Independent Sector, a Washington-based coalition
that lobbies on behalf of nonprofit groups.

As a monitor, Van de Kamp will review progress reports submitted by the Getty every
six months through the end of 2007 and advise the attorney general’s office of the
nonprofit’s progress.

“It’s important to recognize that this report is all about the past,” said attorney
Ronald Olson, whose firm was hired by the Getty board almost a year ago to conduct
an internal review and represent the nonprofit’s interest during the attorney general’s
investigation.

“With the past corrected,” he said, “the trustees have a grand opportunity to rebuild
the reputation of the Getty in a way that hopefully will match its vast resources and
treasures.”

*

jason.felch@latimes.com
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Saying the proposed merger between the San Diego Gas and Electric Company and the
Southern California Edison Company was not in the public interest, Attorney General
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John Van de Kamp of California announced that his office would try to block the merger.
Mr. Van de Kamp cited five reasons for opposing the merger, including contentions it
would violate antitrust laws, thwart public regulation by creating a large and powerful
utility and deprive the San Diego region of local control over its energy destiny.

He said that in the event of the merger, Edison might have to fire up older power plants to
provide extra power for San Diego customers. ''Unfortunately, these older plants lack
modern pollution controls,'' Mr. Van de Kamp said. The $2.5 billion merger was
announced on Nov. 30, 1988. On Monday, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is to
begin hearings on the merger, and in April, the California Public Utilities Commission is
scheduled to hold hearings. SCEd (Southern California Edison)

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 6 of the National edition with the headline: COMPANY NEWS; California Fights
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THE long-proposed merger of two California electric companies into the nation's largest
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investor-owned utility is in question.

Preliminary rulings from state and Federal regulators, whose approval of the merger of
Southern California Edison and San Diego Gas and Electric is needed, have said the deal
should not go through as proposed because it would create an unfairly large and powerful
utility.

And now Southern California Edison executives say they may prefer to walk away from
the deal rather than make new concessions.

"There is always a price at which a business transaction ceases to be attractive," said
Lewis M. Phelps, a vice president at Southern California Edison, the primary subsidiary
of SCEcorp of Rosemead, Calif.

When SCE struck its deal in late 1988 to acquire San Diego Gas, offering 1.3 SCE shares
for each share of San Diego Gas, analysts nodded approvingly. But many now express
uncertainty about SCE's chances of bringing San Diego Gas under its wing. They say the
$2.9 billion deal has no more than a 75 percent likelihood of being completed.

"It is probably still going to get done, but it's not nearly as easy as initially expected," said
John B. Kellenyi, an analyst in New York at County NatWest Wood MacKenzie. "My guess
is the probability of its being completed is 65 percent."

But there is still a chance for investors to place a bet, analysts say. Under terms of the
merger, each San Diego Gas share is worth 1.3 shares of SCE, or $50.21 based on SCE's
closing stock price Friday. With San Diego Gas stock trading at $43, there is room to make
a profit. Should the deal go through, analysts say, SCE will have to issue additional shares,
diluting profits for one year by 20 to 30 cents a share. Investors can hope that will be
offset in the long run by the efficiencies and benefits of the merger.

If the deal collapses, analysts look for San Diego Gas's share price to drop about $3 and
SCE's to rise slightly because the dilution would not occur.

At the time of the deal, San Diego Gas stockholders were offered what seemed to be a fair
price. For its investment, Southern California Edison would save millions by operating a
larger and therefore more efficient power plant system stretching from the Los Angeles
area south to the Mexican border. San Diego, a fast-growing city, also offers SCE strong
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long-term prospects for earnings growth.

To insure quick regulatory approval, SCE offered several incentives and concessions. The
company promised $1.7 billion in savings to its customers during the 1990's and said it
had a plan to reduce overall pollution emissions. People in San Diego were told that job
cuts would come from attrition, not layoffs. And to alleviate concerns that the merger
would be anti-competitive, the company said it would make 400 megawatts of additional
power capacity available to municipal utilities.

SCE executives noted that a similar transmission-sharing arrangement had helped
Pacificorp, an Oregon-based utility, overcome initial opposition when it was acquiring the
Utah Power and Light Company. Like SCE, Pacificorp was rebuffed by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission in a preliminary ruling, but it won approval after it
agreed to open its transmission lines to competing utilities.

But opposition in Utah to the Pacificorp deal was minimal compared with the complaints
raised in California, where politicians in Sacramento and San Diego have tried to block
the SCE deal. John Van de Kamp opposed it when he was the state's Attorney General,
and analysts believe his position influenced the two administrative law judges of the
California Public Utilities Commission who ruled against the deal this year.

For the deal to go through now, analysts say several things must happen. The Federal
commission would have to overrule its initial decision and approve the merger, as
occurred in the Pacificorp deal. The Justice Department's approval of the merger makes
such a reversal more likely. And in California, a negotiated settlement with the Public
Utilities Commission might occur after a public hearing scheduled for March 20.

In their preliminary ruling, the law judges at the commission suggested several more
concessions that Southern California Edison might offer, but the utility has been cold to
them. They include shedding assets held by a non-utility power company in which SCE
has an interest, as well as reducing Southern California Edison's authorized return on
equity by one-quarter of a percent and forcing shareholders to bear the costs needed to
complete the merger instead of taking it out of the savings proposed for utility customers.

Another possible development is that the state's new Attorney General, Dan Lungren,
might weigh in with an opinion on the deal -- perhaps more supportive -- that could sway
the commission to approve it in a final vote.

"I think the merger will ultimately occur," said Barry M. Abramson, an analyst at
Prudential Securities Research in New York. "These issues of anti-competitiveness can
be worked out. But there is nothing forcing these companies to merge; neither one is in a
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position of financial weakness. There has to be something positive about it for
stockholders for this to happen. Management is not going to give away too much."

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 4 of the National edition with the headline: Market Place; California Utilities In
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California's Attorney General, John Van de Kamp, has led inquiries on Asian gangs, drug
peddlers and fraudulent AIDS remedies.

Last week, Mr. Van de Kamp took up a fight over grocery shopping, an effort that puts
him at odds with a Federal agency. The outcome could affect future corporate acquisitions
within the state.

On Friday, a Federal judge in Los Angeles began hearing arguments over whether to
restrain the $2.5 billion merger of Lucky Stores Inc. and the American Stores Company.
Mr. Van de Kamp asserts that consumers will pay an additional $400 million a year for
groceries if American, which owns 254 Alpha Beta markets in California, proceeds with
its purchase of the 340-store Lucky chain, which is based in Dublin, Calif. American,
based in Irvine, Calif., maintains that the merger would save shoppers $50 million
annually. A ruling is expected this week. In May, the Federal Trade Commission approved
American's merger, if 37 stores were sold, a condition that has been met. Mr. Van de Kamp
filed suit on Sept. 5 to block the consolidation of the chains.

''This is part of a broader strategy of aggressive consumer protection,'' said Andrea S.
Ordin, who heads the Attorney General's Public Rights Division, an environmental and
consumer fraud unit that was created shortly after Mr. Van de Kamp took office. The unit,
which employs 110 of the office's 550 lawyers, filed suit in May against the nation's leading
insurers, accusing them of price-fixing, and it is still challenging Texaco Inc.'s takeover of
the Getty Oil Company on antitrust grounds.

Mr. Van de Kamp, a Democrat, had been District Attorney of Los Angeles County. He is
equally well known for his family's food business.

His uncle Theodore co-founded Van de Kamp's Holland Dutch Bakers Inc. in 1915. The
Los Angeles baking company's blue windmill trademark is known throughout the
Southwest. The concern, which once included coffee shops and a frozen food division now
owned by the Pillsbury Company, was sold in 1956. It is now owned by two private
investors.

Mr. Van de Kamp, who is 52, graduated from Dartmouth College and the Stanford
Univerity Law School. He and his wife, Andrea, live in Pasadena with their 9-year-old
daughter, Diana.
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A Federal judge extended his temporary order blocking the purchase of the Lucky Stores
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Inc. supermarket chain by the American Stores Company, which owns the Alpha Beta
grocery chain. Federal District Judge David Kenyon said he needed more time to
consider the merits of a challenge to the merger by California's Attorney General, John
Van de Kamp.

Mr. Van de Kamp has argued that the merger, along with the purchase of 172 Safeway
supermarkets in Southern California by the Vons Companies, would reduce competition
and raise prices. Judge Kenyon issued his temporary order Sept. 7.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 5 of the National edition with the headline: COMPANY NEWS; Grocery Merger
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Justice Sandra Day O'Connor of the United States Supreme Court issued a last-minute
order today blocking the $2.5 billion merger of Lucky Stores Inc. of Dublin, Calif., and the
American Stores Company of Salt Lake City at least until October.

Justice O'Connor granted a request by the California State Attorney General, John Van de
Kamp, to halt the merger, which was to have been completed today, until the full Court
can consider the state's antitrust suit.

American Stores, the parent company of the Alpha Beta grocery store chain, California's
fourth largest, acquired Lucky, the state's largest chain, in June 1988, intending to
combine the 550 stores into a single Lucky chain. Mr. Van de Kamp filed the antitrust suit
in September 1988, contending that the reduced competition after the merger would cost
California customers $400 million a year in higher prices.

United States District Judge David Kenyon of Los Angeles issued a preliminary order to
continue separate operation of the chains, but his order was overruled in March by the
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, which said Mr. Van de Kamp had
waited too long to sue. Judge Kenyon then required Mr. Van de Kamp to post a $16.3
million bond to appeal the decision to the Supreme Court, saying the money was needed
to cover the losses American Stores would incur from the delay of the merger.

The order today by Justice O'Connor, which was not accompanied by a written opinion,
does not require a bond to be posted, said Andrea Ordin, California's Chief Assistant
Attorney General. She said the stay could be extended if the Court decided to grant a
hearing on Mr. Van de Kamp's request for an appeal when it reconvenes on Oct. 2. In the
meantime, the two chains must continue operating separately.

Ms. Ordin said the State Attorney General's office was pleased. ''We think it means, first,
that this merger, which we believe has the potential of costing consumers hundreds of
millions of dollars, will be put on hold until the full court can review the decision,'' she
said. ''Secondly, it indicates that Justice O'Connor feels this is a significant issue.''

A spokesman for American Stores, which contends the merger would save California
customers $50 million to $60 million a year because of the increased efficiency of
operating the two chains together, said the company would not comment.
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California's top law-enforcement official has asked the Federal Trade Commission to
reject the Vons Companies' proposed $408 million acquisition of 172 southern California
Safeway stores because it would decrease competition and increase costs to consumers.
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Attorney General John Van de Kamp said that Vons's proposed purchase and the planned
$2.5 billion merger of Lucky Stores Inc. and the American Stores Company ''represent an
unprecedented consolidation of firms in the grocery industry and raise serious questions
about their effect on competition within the state.''

The F.T.C. has already granted preliminary approval of both mergers, but it sought public
comment before taking a final vote. Mr. Van de Kamp also intends to file comment on the
American-Lucky deal, although a spokeswoman, Andrea Ordin, declined to state his
position. Safeway Stores Holding

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 4 of the National edition with the headline: Company News; Objection Raised To
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A Federal appeals court today overturned a judge's order that had blocked the
consolidation of the Lucky and Alpha Beta supermarket chains, ruling that California had
no right to undo the merger.

The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit acknowledged that there was
evidence that the $2.5 billion buyout would lessen competition in the state, creating a
chain that would control 24 percent of the supermarket business statewide.

Lucky is already the state's largest supermarket chain, with 340 stores. Alpha Beta is the
fourth-largest chain, with 252 stores.

But the court noted that the merger had already been approved by the Federal Trade
Commission and had been completed when California's Attorney General, John Van de
Kamp, challenged it.

''California could have sued several months earlier and attempted to enjoin the merger
before the stock sale was completed,'' Judge J. Clifford Wallace said in the 3-0 ruling.
''The Attorney General chose not to do so. California must accept the consequences of his
choice.''

In his suit in September on behalf of the state, Mr. Van de Kamp said the merger could
cost California shoppers $400 million by lessening competition and driving up prices.

Michael Strumwasser, special counsel to Mr. Van de Kamp, declined to comment on the
ruling.

The court said the state might be entitled to take judicial action short of blocking the
consolidation. But Frank Rothman, a lawyer for the American Stores Company, of Irvine,
Calif., Alpha Beta's parent company, said he did not see the state raising further obstacles.

''Once the merger took place, they did not have the power to create a divestiture,'' Mr.
Rothman said.

Although California had the right to challenge the deal in court, he said, states should take
their cases to the F.T.C. Otherwise, he said, ''when does a company ever know that it's
free of regulation?''

After Lucky's board had approved American Stores' offer in May of 1988, the F.T.C.
intervened and imposed conditions on the merger, including a requirement that American
divest itself of 24 of the 54 Alpha Beta markets in Northern California. The commission
also said the two chains must operate separately until the conditions were met.

Mr. Rothman said American Stores has complied with the F.T.C.'s conditions and is
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prepared to operate the markets as one chain.
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Fierce competition among supermarket companies has prompted a wave of mergers,
making a once highly fragmented business more concentrated. In some major cities, as
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much as 39 percent of all grocery-store business is controlled by a single chain.

Industry analysts say retail mergers are generally considered less likely to raise prices
than industrial mergers, so few retail acquisitions have been challenged in recent years
by the Government.

A surprising exception is the American Stores Company's $2.5 billion merger with Lucky
Stores Inc., which was blocked last week by a Federal judge, who said consumers could
be ''irreparably harmed'' if the deal was completed. He ordered a trial on the merits of the
case but set no date. California Opposition

The American-Lucky merger, which has been approved by the Federal Trade
Commission, is being challenged by California's Attorney General, John Van de Kamp. In
a lawsuit, Mr. Van de Kamp argued that combining the two companies would reduce
competition and drive up supermarket prices $400 million a year.

Mr. Van de Kamp's challenge to the American-Lucky merger comes partly in reaction to
an increasingly concentrated supermarket industry.

John Kosecoff, an analyst with the First Manhattan Company in New York, said the fact
that food retailing is a highly competitive industry in which the most efficient operators
thrive encourages mergers. ''That history drives consolidation,'' he said.

Among the attractions of grocery chains are their high cash flows, often undervalued real
estate and relative immunity to economic downturns.

American Stores, based in Irvine, Calif., has 1,600 supermarkets and drugstores
nationwide, rivaling the Kroger Company of Cincinnati as the nation's biggest market
chain. The combination with Lucky would make American the clear leader.

In California, American Stores' 294 Alpha Beta markets compete with the 354 stores of
the Lucky chain, based in Dublin, Calif. American Stores lawyers had argued that the
merger would save shoppers up to $78 million a year because of the economies of scale
and because Alpha Beta would adopt Lucky's discount pricing. Nearly 25% of the Market

Court papers filed as part of the Van de Kamp suit illustrate the grocery consolidation
within Southern California, a region that had supermarket sales of $21.8 billion last year.
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Since 1982, supermarket sales have increased to 87 percent of all grocery purchases, from
75 percent, court papers show. The number of chain operators has shrunk to 16, from 21.

If the American Stores deal is completed, the company would have 24.7 percent of
California's grocery market. In 1958, the No. 1 supermarket concern held 8 percent.

Food chains have even higher market-share penetration elsewhere in the nation,
according to figures compiled by Progressive Grocer, a Stamford, Conn., trade
publication. Giant Food Inc. holds a 35 percent share in Washington, American Stores'
Jewel chain has a 28 percent share in Chicago, and Kroger has a 39 percent share in
Cincinnati. Altered Competition

In these cities and elsewhere, gross margins and operating expenses among food
retailers are virtually uniform, said Mr. Kosecoff, of First Manhattan.

''The Attorney General has ignored that this is an industry continuing to evolve,'' he said,
referring to new retailing concepts, like warehouse stores, that have altered competition.

The Attorney General's office disagrees. ''The proposed consummation of American's
acquisition of Lucky threatens far more serious and widespread harm to California's
consumers than any prior merger,'' H. Chester Horn, the Assistant Attorney General,
argued in court papers.

In the meantime, the Federal District Court in Los Angeles has ordered American Stores
to operate Lucky and Alpha Beta independently until it rules in the case. American's
lawyer objected to such an order, arguing that the company ''can't unscramble the egg.''

But in his ruling, Judge David V. Kenyon said, ''If the court is to make a determination as
to whether this merger is anticompetitive, the state is correct in its assertion that the egg
must be examined before it becomes an omelet.'' Possible Disruption

The order - and the possible dismantling of the merger - could create considerable
disruption and cost, as the consolidation has already begun. The chains are jointly
operating a San Leandro milk plant and a La Habra bakery and have restocked an Alpha
Beta in Pleasanton with Lucky-branded merchandise. American Stores' second-quarter
earnings were depressed by $48 million in costs related to its Lucky acquisition.

''If American is required to divest Lucky, particularly at the distress prices that would
result under a judicial order to sell, there is no telling how substantial our loss would be,
but it would be very serious indeed,'' L. S. Skaggs, American's chairman, said in court
papers.

Analysts said American Stores, which vowed to appeal the ruling, may attempt to resolve
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its legal dispute by negotiating to sell more stores. Unusual Trend by States

Mr. Van de Kamp's challenge to the American-Lucky merger also has significance beyond
that case. His action is part of an unusual trend in recent years by state law enforcement
officials to attempt to check what they see as a decline in antitrust law enforcement by
the Federal Trade Commission.

''They feel they are co-equal enforcers of antitrust laws,'' said William I. Rothbard, an
antitrust lawyer with the Los Angeles law firm Irell & Manella. ''They've become much
more aggressive because they saw the cop as off the beat.''

Donald C. Klawiter, an antitrust lawyer in Washington for Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, said:
''It's unusual and new to see the plaintiff being the state. This is a result of various state
attorneys general viewing U.S. enforcement as less aggressive than in the past.''

Both lawyers credit Mr. Van de Kamp with being quick to recognize the void and initiate
several high-profile lawsuits. The California Justice Department filed suit in May against
the nation's leading insurers, accusing them of price-fixing. It also continues to challenge
Texaco Inc.'s 1984 acquisition of the Getty Oil Company on antitrust grounds.
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The share price of the American Stores Company rose sharply today, a day after
California's largest supermarket chain agreed to sell most of its Alpha Beta stores to
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settle a state lawsuit challenging its $2.5 billion takeover of Lucky Stores on antitrust
grounds.

The decision by American Stores, based in Irvine, Calif., ends a legal battle with California
authorities lasting one and a half years and follows last month's Supreme Court ruling
that allowed the state to sue the company to overturn the merger.

American Stores admitted no wrongdoing and portrayed the deal as an effort to avoid any
more costly legal battles.

American Stores closed at $69, up $3.50. in trading on the New York Stock Exchange.

''It is evident the time required and disruption caused by further litigation with the
Attorney General would only serve to create great confusion and uncertainty for
employees, shareholders and lenders,'' said J. L. Scott, chief executive of American
Stores.

Called a Victory for Consumers

Attorney General John Van de Kamp, who had contended the merger would hurt
competition in the supermarket business, called the agreement a victory for consumers.

''This is wonderful news for California consumers struggling to stretch their grocery
dollar,'' Mr. Van de Kamp said.

Under the terms of a consent decree, American Stores will continue to operate Lucky but
within the next five years must sell 152 of Alpha Beta's 175 stores in Southern California.
It will also convert nine Alpha Betas into Lucky stores and sell nine Lucky stores.

American Stores will continue to operate only 14 Alpha Betas in the region. Mr. Van de
Kamp said American's operation of those stores would not hurt competition.

American Stores also agreed to pay $550,000 to the Attorney General's office to cover a
portion of the attorneys' fees and other costs.

The agreement was approved by Federal District Judge David W. Kenyon in Los Angeles,
who would have presided over a trial on whether to allow the merger.

The deal puts no restrictions on American Stores' future growth in California and does
not require the Attorney General to approve of the buyer, price or terms of the sale of the
stores.

Mr. Scott said American Stores expected to receive full value for the Alpha Beta stores. In
1989, the 161 stores subject to divestiture earned $32.5 million on sales of $1.8 billion.
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American Stores completed the purchase of Lucky Stores Inc. in May 1988 to create the
state's largest grocery store chain, with more than 500 stores and annual sales of more
than $20 billion.

Four months later, Mr. Van de Kamp sued to block the merger on grounds it was anti-
competitive.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 3 of the National edition with the headline: Price Jumps On American Stores
Stock
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The Attorney General of California, John Van de Kamp, has filed suit to challenge the
American Stores Company's acquisition of Lucky Stores Inc., contending the merger was
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anti-competitive.

The Attorney General contended late Thursday that merging the two chains, which would
create one of the nation's biggest supermarket companies, would reduce competition in
the California food business.

The merger received antitrust approval from the Federal Trade Commission on
Wednesday.

Representatives for American Stores have said the merger would produce greater
efficiencies that would benefit consumers.

American Stores, based in Irvine, Calif., released a statement saying that American and
Lucky, based in Dublin, Calif., would press for a speedy end to the litigation. American's
statement said the Attorney General's challenge was expected.

American's statement said its chairman, L. S. Skaggs, and Lucky Stores' chairman, John
M. Lillie, stood by earlier statements that they intended to extend Lucky's discount-
pricing strategy to American's Alpha Beta chain in California.

Besides Alpha Beta, American owns supermarket chains in several other states and the
27-state Osco drug chain. It completed the purchase of Lucky on May 20.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 2 of the National edition with the headline: Suit Opposes Lucky's Deal
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The California State Attorney General, John Van de Kamp, announced an agreement
today with American Stores to modify a court order blocking the merger of the Alpha
Beta and Lucky grocery store chains while he pursues an antitrust challenge to the

Supermarket Merger Deal
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merger. The United States Supreme Court agreed last month to hear that challenge.

The modifications require the divestiture of 13 Northern California Alpha Beta stores and
permit the integration of others with Lucky. The Attorney General and American Stores
agreed that the modifications do not affect the issues the Supreme Court has agreed to
hear.

American Stores also agreed that for the next three years it will acquire no other
supermarkets in areas where there are now Alpha Beta and Lucky stores.

''The agreement will result in divestitures of 13 supermarkets mainly to other grocery
store operators in Northern California, increasing competition,'' Mr. Van de Kamp said.
The agreement has no effect in Southern California, where most of the supermarkets
owned by the two chains are situated.

American Stores, the parent company of the Alpha Beta grocery store chain, California's
fourth largest, acquired Lucky, the largest chain, in June 1988, intending to combine the
550 stores into a single chain operating under the Lucky name. But Mr. Van de Kamp filed
an antitrust suit in September 1988, contending that the reduced competition that would
result from the merger would cost California customers $400 million a year in increased
prices.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section D, Page 2 of the National edition with the headline: Supermarket Merger Deal
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The State Attorney General today sued 25 manufacturers and eight retailers of
noncigarette tobacco products in an effort to force compliance with a state law requiring

California Sues to Force Tobacco Warnings
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warnings to consumers whenever they are exposed to cancer-causing chemicals.

The suit seeks a court order forcing the companies to issue warnings on cigars, pipe
tobacco and roll-your-own tobacco. Cigarettes are already covered by Federal law and
their packages carry warnings approved by the United States Surgeon General.

The Attorney General, John Van de Kamp, said that even though the defendants had set
up a toll-free telephone line and posted warning signs in some stores, they had failed to
meet the requirements of the warning law, which was overwhelmingly approved by
voters in 1986.

The suit, filed in San Francisco County Superior Court, listed as defendants several major
companies, including Safeway Stores, Albertson's Inc., the United States Tobacco
Company, Lorillard Inc. and the Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corporation.

Four environmental and consumer groups complained in August that the manufacturers
and retailers were failing to comply with the warning requirement, which took effect in
February. The Environmental Defense Fund, the Sierra Club, the Natural Resources
Defense Council and Campaign California claimed the companies could be assessed
damages reaching $1.3 billion. Under the law, failure to provide a proper warning can
result in fines of up to $2,500 per day for each violation.

At a news conference, Mr. Van de Kamp played down the possible damages, saying his
primary reason for bringing the suit was to insure compliance with the law.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section 1, Page 7 of the National edition with the headline: California Sues to Force Tobacco
Warnings
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Most cigars sold in the United States, and possibly some pipe and loose cigarette tobacco,
will soon carry cancer warning labels as a result of an agreement reached today by

Cigars and Pipe Tobacco To Get Warning Labels
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manufacturers to settle a lawsuit filed by the California Attorney General.

Environmentalists and a spokesman for John Van de Kamp, the State Attorney General,
predicted that many tobacco companies, as a practical matter, would voluntarily
distribute their products with the California-mandated warnings within five months.

That prediction was promptly confirmed, as it applies to cigars, by Norman Sharp,
president of the Cigar Association of America. ''Because of the manufacturing and
distribution practices of the national cigar manufacturers,'' he said, ''it would be
impossible for them to label only for California.''

Environmentalists and people active in the anti-smoking movement hailed today's
settlement as a quick victory for Proposition 65, a referendum overwhemingly passed by
California voters two years ago to require ''clear and reasonable warning'' on all products
that expose customers to chemicals known to cause cancer or birth defects. A Threat of
Heavy Fines

Violaters of the law could face fines of up to $2,500 a day for each violation, a penalty that
could have added up to millions of dollars in fines for the tobacco industry.

Packages of cigarettes and chewing tobacco already carry Federal health warnings that
meet the Proposition 65 requirement, but makers of other tobacco products had hoped to
satisfy the law by posting warnings in markets and newspaper advertisements and by
giving consumers a toll-free telephone number to request information.

On Sept. 30 Mr. Van de Kamp sued 25 tobacco companies and 8 retailers, charging that
they had failed to comply with the law. Four days later the Vons Companies Inc., the
largest supermarket chain in Southern California, removed all cigars and pipe tobacco
from its shelves because they lacked warning labels.

Two other large supermarket chains, Safeway Stores Inc. and Lucky Stores Inc., warned
tobacco companies that they would take similiar action if warnings were not added to
cigars and ''loose leaf'' tobacco products, which are used for pipe smoking or ''roll-your-
own'' cigarettes. 'Costly Litigation' Avoided

Mr. Sharp, speaking for the cigar association, said, ''Although labeling is burdensome, the
manufacturers preferred to avoid lengthy and costly litigation.''
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Representatives of companies producing other noncigarette tobacco products could not
be reached for comment.

Vickie Sanders, a spokeswoman for Vons, expressed hope that non-cigarette products
would again be sold at the chain's stores.

Mr. Van de Kamp's spokesman, Duane Peterson, said the manufacturers had agreed to
pay $150,000 in court costs resulting from the suit. Mr. Peterson said the Attorney
General's office was still negotiating a settlement with the retailers.

Mr. Peterson said no fines would be imposed against the tobacco manufacturers and that
current warning signs would satisfy Proposition 65 requirements in the 150-day period
before warnings are required on packages under the settlement. 'Loophole' Closed in 3
Weeks

''This is an impressive early victory for Proposition 65,'' said David Roe, spokesman for
the Environmental Defense Fund, which filed the original complaint under the
Proposition 65 process that led to the lawsuit.

''This loophole for these tobacco products has been in Federal law for 20 years, and
Proposition 65 has closed it in three weeks,'' Mr. Roe added.

In explaining their willingness to drop non-cigarette tobacco products from their shelves,
supermarket officials have said such products represent a small portion of their sales.
''We've had very few complaints,'' Ms. Sanders said. ''It's not as if we weren't selling
cigarettes anymore.''

A version of this article appears in print on , Section A, Page 14 of the National edition with the headline: Cigars and Pipe Tobacco To Get
Warning Labels
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Dear Ms. Varsh:  
 
Would you be so kind as to forward the following information to the members of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  I have included a letter relating to 801 South San Rafael and related materials.  The appeal for this 
property will be held this Thursday. 
 
Thank you for your help. 
 
Claire Bogaard 

 
 

 
  



15 March 2021 

 

Board of Zoning Appeals 

100 North Garfield Avenue 

Pasadena, CA  91101 

 

RE:  Appeal of Hearing Officer’s Decision  
Hillside Development Permit #6837 

801 South San Rafael Avenue, Pasadena 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals: 
 

I am writing in regard to the Appeal of the Hearing Officer’s Decision regarding 801 South San 
Rafael Avenue, the John Van de Kamp house.  A first reading of the staff report for this de 
novo proceeding seems to suggest that the only issues to be considered relate to the addition of two 
600 square-foot accessory structures to the rear of the property.  In fact, there are several other 
issues in this case that this Board of Zoning Appeals should take up before consideration is given to 
the addition of the two accessory units. 
 

In this proceeding, I respectfully request that you consider the following questions: 
 

 Question # 1 - Whether the Hillside Development Permit in this matter was issued in violation 
of City procedures, including the requirement for a public hearing? 

 

 Question # 2 - Whether this property is eligible for historic landmark status based on its 
nomination as an historic landmark submitted by Pasadena Heritage in July 2020? 

 

 Question # 3 - Whether the permitting steps taken by the developer, segmenting the total 
actions taken on the property into a number of projects of limited scope, has resulted in the 
developer’s successful avoidance of doing an environmental impact report? Was not an EIR clearly 
required when the full scope of demolition, new construction, additions and other significant 
construction changes proposed for 801 South San Rafael are taken into account? 

 

 Question # 4 - Whether permits for two additional accessory units structured to convert easily 
into residential occupancy should be granted? 

 

Members of the public have raised these questions in the course of the permitting process for this 
project, but neither the planning staff nor the hearing officer has issued adequate or any responses 
to such questions. 
 

Discussion of Question # 1: 
 

In June of 2019, Rodney and Deborah Rachlin Ross (the “developer”), purchased the Van de Kamp 
property, 801 South San Rafael Avenue, and what followed was extensive demolition, modification 
and new construction, at least some of which was done without necessary permits.  Demolition work 
began on the main structure which included the removal of the interiors and most of the original 
facades on the west, north and south sides of the main house.   
 

At one point in the process, the City issued a stop work order to allow the developer to obtain 
necessary permits.  See Attachment A - Photos of interior of the property following interior 
demolition. 
 

At approximately the same time, City planners approved plans for a garage, without a public hearing, 
which was constructed in the middle of the property with full street exposure to South San Rafael 
Avenue.  The new structure obscured much of the front façade of the Colonial Revival 



house.  According to the Hillside Development regulations, the garage proposal should have 
triggered a public hearing – but it did not.  
 

The neighbors and I respectfully request that a Hillside Development Hearing be scheduled now for 
a review of the entire project before any other approvals are considered. 
 
 

Discussion of Question # 2: 
 

In July 2020, Pasadena Heritage submitted to the City its nomination of the John Van de Kamp 
house, for designation as an historic landmark. As we all know, the Van de Kamp family – especially 
John – played an important role in the history of Pasadena and in the State of California.   
 

In recognition of John Van de Kamp’s many contributions to our City and the State of California, the 
La Loma Bridge was renamed the John K. Van de Kamp Bridge on June 24, 2017.  The decision to 
rename the bridge in honor of John was unanimously approved by the Pasadena City Council. 
 

Evidently, the City staff member overseeing the Van de Kamp property was not aware of the history 
and accomplishments of John Van de Kamp.  City staff rejected the Pasadena Heritage nomination, 
apparently based on an impression that during the years when John was most active, he did not 
actually reside in the Van de Kamp home.   As noted in Attachment B, that information is 
incorrect.  [Andrea Van de Kamp’s message about John’s residence in Pasadena] 
 

Pasadena Heritage then re-submitted the nomination with additional information about the role of 
John Van de Kamp and included two supportive letters from former Mayor Bill Bogaard and C. 
Douglas Kranwinkle. Both of these Pasadena longtime residents knew and worked with John Van de 
Kamp over many years.  See Attachment C. 
 

To date, City staff has not responded to the request from Pasadena Heritage for re-consideration of 
the nomination. 
 

Based on my service on the State Historical Resources Commission for several years, I am able to 
vouch for the eligibility of the Van de Kamp property as an historic landmark.  The Commission 
reviews nominations of buildings, sites, properties, etc., in California for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The nominations come from individuals, counties or cities from 
throughout the State.   
 

With this background, I am able personally to say with certainty that the John Van de Kamp house is 
an eligible property for listing as a landmark based on its connection with John Van de 
Kamp.  Furthermore, our City has thousands of properties across the City with a variety of historic 
designations.  John Van de Kamp’s house -  and the surrounding residences in the San Rafael 
neighborhood -  clearly qualify as eligible for listing on the National Register or the California 
Register or as a local Landmark District. 
 

Discussion of Question # 3: 
 

In this matter, the developer has failed to fully disclose the full extent or scope of the project. Under 
Pasadena permitting procedures, developers are expected to present the full scope of a project in 
seeking a planning permit and to pursue with the planning staff a plan for a proper review.  Since the 
developer acquired 801 South San Rafael Avenue, she has made a series of permit requests each 
covering only a portion of the total project.  
 

Early in her work on the property, the developer planned for the garage, while simultaneously doing 
significant demolition in the main structure, including the removal of large portions of the three 
facades - on the north, west and south sides.  Some of that work was done without necessary 



permits.  A short time later, she applied for another permit to change a number of windows and 
doors on the front façade. As noted elsewhere, she then approached the City for a permit for the two 
600-foot structures in the rear of the property.    
 

This procedure amounts to “segmentation” or “piece-mealing”, which is a way to avoid public 
hearings or environmental studies required for projects of larger size.  It is my understanding that 
this practice of segmentation is not acceptable in the City of Pasadena. 
 

Discussion of Question # 4: 
 

It is premature to make any decision regarding the two accessory structures until there is a public 
hearing to consider the plans for the entire property and to obtain all of the facts relating to the new 
structures.  There is continued confusion as to the intended uses of the accessory structures.  They 
have been referred to as workshops or storage facilities and for office use or for a gym.  What is the 
plan and will they have bathrooms or not?  If they cannot be used at a later point as living quarters, 
who will be monitoring their use? 

 
 

In conclusion, the permitting procedure in this case has not complied with Pasadena regulations and 
best practices which require a full disclosure of the plans for the entire property.   Had City staff 
followed proper procedures, scheduled appropriate public hearings, discussions within the 
neighborhood would have occurred.  Often such public meetings and discussions result in a better 
project, which is then welcomed by the neighborhood.  
 

At this point, the City should immediately impose a Stop Work Order on additional construction work 
on the John Van de Kamp property. Once the appropriate Public Hearings are completed and 
compliance is assured with CEQA regulations, then the construction activities can continue. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Claire w. Bogaard 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 



Attachments: 

A.   photos of the interiors of 801 S. San Rafael – taken from the front door- summer 2020 

B.  Note from Andrea Van de Kamp clarifying that John resided in Pasadena during his years of 
public service 

C.  Letter from Pasadena Heritage re: nomination of 801 S. San Rafael as an historic Landmark 
Letter in support of nomination from former Mayor Bill Bogaard 
Letter in support of nomination from C. Douglas Kranwinkle 
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Attachment: 
Clarification as to where John Van de Kamp lived while in public office. 
Submitted by Andrea Van de Kamp 
 
 
I understand there is some confusion about where John and I lived when John was in public office.  Well, I am proud 
to say John loved Pasadena, and he loved our 801 S San Rafael home.  He kept a small studio apartment in 
Sacramento where he stayed 3-4 nights a month.  The family for years kept a small studio apartment in San 
Francisco where he also stayed maybe 3 nights a month.  When AG, he made LA his headquarters office.  For 
example, when Pat Brown was AG he made SF his main office. The AG -  he or she - can choose SF, Sacramento, 
or LA whatever is best for the person.  John did not want to leave Pasadena.   
I hope this helps clear up any confusion. 
 
Andrea L. Van de Kamp  

Sent from my iPhone 

 



	

 
 
January 15, 2021 
 
David Reyes 
Director of Planning & Community Development 
City of Pasadena 
Hale Building 
175 N. Garfield Ave., 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Re: Supplemental Documentation to Prove Eligibility of 801 S. San Rafael Ave. 
 
Dear Mr. Reyes, 
  
Pasadena Heritage requests that the City of Pasadena reconsider the eligibility of the Van de 
Kamp house and property at 801 South San Rafael Avenue as an historic resource. We have 
compiled additional sources that prove that John Van de Kamp lived at the property during an 
esteemed and productive period of his life.  We were very disappointed to receive the decision 
letter and frustrated that we did not know it had been sent. It was certainly our fault that our 
general mailbox was not monitored carefully enough, but we would have hoped that the letter 
would have been sent directly to our contact person so that it would have received immediate 
attention. The end result was that we regret that we missed the 10 day appeal period to 
respond to your decision. 
 
We do strongly disagree with the decision that the property is not eligible as an historic 
resource under Criterion B, while we agree with the assessment that it does not qualify under 
the other categories.  We find the conclusion that Mr. Van de Kamp did not reside at the 
house during his most productive portion of his life incorrect. We believe the house can and 
should be considered eligible for his many accomplishments during his time of residence. We 
have performed further research and developed with a list of major campaigns and causes 
where he provided pivotal leadership and accomplishment for which he was regionally and 
nationally recognized, from 1987 onward, to substantiate our position. 
 
John Van de Kamp’s accomplishments in the later portion of his life stand on their own. John’s 
career was long and storied, including many significant achievements while living in this house. In 
many ways, it was the most impactful time of his life. Some of his successes have had lasting 
impacts on issues we still face today. For example, he prevented the merger between Southern 
California Edison and San Diego Gas and Electric, as well as worked out deals for several 
supermarket consolidations. The utility merger would have been particularly problematic. In 
recent years California has been attempting to rein in large investor-owned utilities due to their 
direct role in wildfires. A massive utility created by the combination of SCE and SDGE could 
have been more damaging than PG&E has been to in Northern California. John Van de Kamp 
exhibited great foresight in preventing this merger. 
 
John Van de Kamp was a deeply trusted man by regulators and businesses alike. It was for his 
reputation of fairness and reason that he was chosen to oversee and mediate in the scandal-
prone City of Vernon. His role as Independent Special Counsel brought Good Governance 
reforms and steered Vernon out of a period of turmoil. He similarly oversaw efforts to reform 
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the J Paul Getty Trust, one of Los Angeles County’s most important arts institutions. It is a 
testament to his character that he was brought on time and time again to mediate these 
difficult, and politically sensistive, issues. 
 
We have compiled news articles and reports pertaining to these efforts and more, and 
organized them into a Dropbox folder so that they can be studied more closely. We focused 
on achievements from 1987 and later, corresponding to the period of residence at 801 S. San 
Rafael Ave. We also have included two letters from Mr. C. Douglas Kranwinkle and Mr. William 
Bogaard, which provide first-hand testimony on John’s accomplishments, as well as the 
importance of the property as a meeting place for politicians and government leaders. The 
folder can be viewed here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0wetssam4cz092l/AABvsDglF8xilN7nY1PxI8R0a?dl=0  
 
In hindsight, we should have asked for a thorough assessment of eligibility as soon as we 
learned about the project, and we wish we had done so. We were told that an early staff 
review concluded the property was “probably eligible” and relied on that information without 
investigating more directly.  We also did not learn about the project until it was well underway 
because it did not appear on any public meeting agenda, and we were first focused on the 
garage, which we learned was allowable under the Hillside Ordinance. We hope that in the 
future, the strong new changes to the Historic Preservation Ordinance as well as the Hillside 
Ordinance will prevent projects like this from proceeding without more in-depth review and 
that we will be able to learn of them earlier in the process. If eligibility had been explored more 
thoroughly in the beginning, we believe that this project would be significantly different and 
much more preservation sensitive today. With the newly approved code changes, even more 
scrutiny would now be in effect and be brought to bear on a project like this one. 
 
Pasadena Heritage does not intend to pursue with a second landmark nomination of the 
property at the present time, but we still ask that its eligibility as an historic resource be 
reconsidered in light of the information we are providing herewith and hope that staff’s 
conclusion will change. As preservation advocates, we do not support the landmarking of 
historic homes where interiors have been fully gutted, exteriors have been demolished or 
significantly altered, or there has been wholesale replacement of historic fabric unnecessarily. 
We recognize that Criterion B allows some more flexibility for change than Criterion C, which 
should be more stringent to protect the architecture itself.  Because of this, and the fact that 
the primary façade of the building is largely intact, the property can by all accounts be 
recognized as the home of John Van de Kamp. Determining the property eligible as an historic 
resource can still provide some protections and regulation going forward, and we believe that 
the property meets the eligibility standard. 
 
We thank you for your time in addressing this request. Please contact us should you have 
questions or need further information. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 



                   Bill Bogaard

                              

                         


                              January 16, 2021


Susan Mossman, Executive Director

Andrew Salimian, Preservation Director

Pasadena Heritage

651 South Saint John Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91105


Dear Sue and Andrew,


 As you requested, I am pleased to confirm in this letter certain 
information regarding John Van de Kamp, a lifelong resident of Pasadena, and 
believe that his home at 801 South San Rafael Avenue meets the criteria to 
be declared eligible for landmark status as a Pasadena Landmark under 
Section 17.62.040 of the Pasadena Zoning Code.


 Based on my nearly 50 years of friendship and community and social 
interaction with John in Pasadena, there is no doubt in my mind that this 
property meets the requirements of Criterion B as being “associated with the 
lives of persons who are significant in the history” of Pasadena, Southern 
California, and the State of California.  


 For a full statement of the facts and circumstances of John’s residence 
in the South San Rafael Avenue property, reference is made to the Landmark 
Nomination submitted by Pasadena Heritage for the John K. Van de Kamp 
House. John and his wife, Andrea, acquired the house in 1987 and, with their 
daughter Diana, made it their family home from then until John’s death in 
2017.


 When my family and I moved to Pasadena in 1970, one of the first 
families we met were Harry and Georgie Van de Kamp and their son, John, 



who were neighbors three doors away.  From that point on, we had the 
privilege and pleasure of knowing and socializing with John Van de Kamp and 
his family, and standing in awe of his many talents, energy and 
accomplishments.  His interests and activities, his responsibilities and 
relationships, his good judgment and positive impact were truly extraordinary.  
In a word, he was a classic “Renaissance man”!


 In the domain of public service, he served as Assistant U.S. Attorney, 
Federal Public Defender, Los Angeles County District Attorney, and California 
Attorney General, frequently taking courageous and principled positions on 
difficult issues facing California.  His landmark cases included antitrust, 
mergers, legal compliance, and the environment.


 In the pursuit of community service, frequently as a volunteer in the 
public interest,  he served with the Norton Simon Museum, Skid Row 
Development Corporation, the California Conservation Corps, the California 
Historical Society, the Pasadena Education Foundation, St. Andrew Church in 
Pasadena, and the fundraising for the Jackie and Mack Robinson Memorial at 
Pasadena City Hall.


 John was frequently called upon to deal with problems that seemed to 
have no solution, but required the utmost of intelligence, integrity, good 
judgment, and impeccable reputation.  Throughout his long and distinguished 
career, he was dedicated to Pasadena, its many institutions, and its tradition of 
civic engagement and public service.  At the time of his death, the Los 
Angeles described him as “a towering political figure” and a person who “lived 
for the values of justice and opportunity that define the State of California”.


 Among those who saluted John at the time of death were Warren M. 
Christopher, former U.S. Secretary of State,  Governor Jerry Brown, Xavier 
Becerra, California Attorney General, Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer, 
U.S. Judge Stephen Trott,  Mickey Kantor, former U.S. Secretary of Commerce, 
and many others.  It is clear to me that during his lifetime he was the best 
known public and political figure in the City of Pasadena, and a source of 
great pride among the people of this great City.


 John Van de Kamp’s home at 801 South San Rafael Avenue for 30 years 
is surely an eligible landmark in Pasadena and should be recognized as such.  



If there is any way I can be helpful in regard to this historic property, please 
do not hesitate to let me know.


                                   Very truly yours,






         
         
        January 15, 2021 
 
Ms. Susan Mossman, Director 
Mr. Andrew Salimian, Preservation Director 
Pasadena Heritage 
651 South St. John Street 
Pasadena CA 91105 
 
Dear Ms. Mossman and Mr. Salimian: 
 
 I write in support of the application of Pasadena Heritage to have the property located 
at 801 South San Rafael, Pasadena 91105 (sometimes referred to as “the Property”) declared an 
eligible historic resource based on the fact that it was the long-time residence of John K. Van de 
Kamp, a very distinguished legal, political and business leader of Pasadena, Los Angeles County 
and the State of California.  John and his wife, Andrea, acquired the Property in 1987 and, with 
their daughter, Diana, resided in it as the Van de Kamp family residence until John’s death in 
2017. 
 
 John was a personal friend.  My wife and I met John and Andrea before they married.  
We were introduced at a dinner party hosted by John’s parents, Harry and Georgia Van de 
Kamp.  Georgia, herself a force of nature, was an extremely active and effective leader in the 
Pasadena area, traits which she passed on to John.  We became close friends of John and 
Andrea over the years, playing tennis together and dining in one another’s homes frequently.  I 
assisted John in his campaigns for Los Angeles County District Attorney and California Attorney 
General.  He served with distinction in both of those offices and was highly respected 
nationally.  (As an aside, we had as a visitor to our home about 10 years ago former New 
Mexico Governor Bill Richardson who greatly admired John and asked to meet him; I took 
Governor Richardson to the Property where he and John talked about national affairs for 
hours.) 
 
 After his service as California Attorney General, John turned his focus to Pasadena, the 
town in which he had been raised, attended schools and lived while serving as an Assistant US 
Attorney and then the first Federal Public Defender.  It was a frequent occurrence for John and 
Andrea to host events at the Property attended by very distinguished guests.  We had the 
pleasure of being there and meeting, among others, both Governors Edmund G. Brown Senior 
and Junior, then San Francisco Mayor and now US Senator Dianne Feinstein, former US Trade 
Representative Micky Cantor and California Treasurer Jesse Unruh.  The Property was a well-
known site of high-level political gatherings.  When John died in 2017, his funeral attendees 
included a Who’s Who group of local, state and national political and governmental leaders. 
 
  
 



 In addition to his political elder statesman activities while residing at the Property, John 
became increasingly involved in significant local  matters.  He was instrumental in guiding the 
Pasadena Education Foundation, chairing its advisory board, meeting with and providing 
guidance on numerous occasions to the Superintendent of Education and assisting in raising 
funds to improve Pasadena public schools.  He was personally active in the annual Principal for 
a Day Program which he encouraged me and many others to support.  John was also a close 
advisor to Rachael Worby, the founder and continuing leader of Mus/ique, now a widely 
acclaimed cultural success in Southern California.  Ms. Worby was a frequent dinner guest of 
the Van de Kamps at the Property. 
 
 Finally, while residing at the Property, John was a distinguished business leader.  He was 
for many years the full-time Chairman of the Board of Lawry’s Foods, a prominent international 
restaurant and specialty foods company. 
 
 Although this is largely intended to be about John K. Van de Kamp’s prominence while 
residing at the Property, I would be remiss if I did not mention that John’s wife, Andrea, was 
also an active and effective leader in the community during that same time period.   Among 
other activities, she was of central importance in helping the City of Pasadena raise funds to 
restore a different landmark property, The Rose Bowl.   
 
 In short, the Property had a very distinguished period during the residence of John K. 
Van de Kamp and his wife, Andrea. 
 
      Very truly yours 
 
 
 
      C. Douglas Kranwinkle 
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