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Varsh, Tess

From: Martha Bell 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 1:25 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse
Cc: Madison, Steve; Suzuki, Takako; Reyes, David; pasadenaplanning@icloud.com; Rocha, 

Luis; Varsh, Tess; Driver, Jennifer
Subject: Re: HDP#6837

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Board of Zoning Appeal Members and Planning Staff,  
 
I am writing to you about HDP #6837 at 801 S. San Rafael Avenue.  I live directly across the street at .   
 
I have watched the developer’s work on this house since it began in February 2020.  I find it disturbing.  I do not understand how the city allowed a massive 
largely windowless 600 square foot box of a garage to be built in the middle of the front yard.  I see it every day as I pull out of my driveway.   
 
I am aware the developer is now asking for permission to build three more accessory structures in the back yard.  Based on how the front yard garage was 
handled, I have reason to worry, and am worried, that the planning department’s process for approving these additional accessory structures will also be 
flawed.   
 
I urge the City Council to approve the appeal and examine this entire project—what the developer already did, what the developer now wants to do, and what 
the developer clearly plans to do next.   
 
 
 
 
 
-John and Martha Bell 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Walker, Liz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 4:44 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse; Madison, Steve; Suzuki, Takako; Reyes, David; Rocha, 

Luis; Driver, Jennifer; Varsh, Tess
Cc: Walker, Paul
Subject: HDP#6837/801 S, San Rafael Avenue

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------ 

Dear Board of Zoning Appeal Members and Planning Staff, 

I am writing with respect to HDP#6837 at 801 South San Rafael Avenue.  My husband, Paul Walker, and I have lived  at 
 for the past 18 years, and in the San Rafael area since 1990.   When we purchased our 

home on South San Rafael, we did so based on the privacy it afforded, as well as the beauty of the homes on the street. 

One of the homes that was a favorite of ours was that at 801 South San Rafael, previously owned and enjoyed by the 
Van de Kamps.  Since Andrea Van de Kamp sold her home, we have watched as the new developer has obliterated with 
a 600 square foot concrete box building the front yard rose garden so dear to John Van de Kamp.   This was more than 
disturbing. 

To make matters worse, we are informed that the developer is now seeking permission to build three more accessory 
structures in the back yard.  Based on the development of the front yard (which appears not to have been posted with 
the requisite notice for that which was actually built), we are very concerned with the planning department’s process for 
approving the proposed additional accessory structures. 

Separate and apart from the permitting process, this particular developer is creating structures which do not, and will 
not,  enhance the neighborhood  in a manner consistent and compatible with existing structures.   The developer is 
destroying the Monterey Colonial architectural style of the home owned by Andrea and John.  No other owner or 
developer on this street has taken such brazen steps to undermine the character and beauty of the street. 

We expended a great deal of effort in refurbishing our home to ensure that our Roland Coate designed house would be 
brought back to its original integrity and beauty.  And, we complied with what were then very strict requirements 
ensuring that the home was not turned into a “west side” horror.   

In the interest of full disclosure, John was a former law partner of ours.  Andrea has been a good friend for decades. 

We understand that a new owner/developer is not bound by the constraints of the prior owner.  But, what this 
particular developer has done, and proposes to do, is simply not beneficial to the neighborhood and is a blight on it. 

I urge the City Council to sustain the appeal, and examine the entire project.  Something is vastly wrong here. 

Regards, 

Liz and Paul Walker 




