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Varsh, Tess

From: Jeanne Paiz 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 7:54 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer; Van Patten, Jason
Subject: Melrose and Ave 64

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

I want the grass to stay but I am very concerned about parking in the 
area.  Little flower which is important to our neighborhood has 
limited parking as it is and with more cars on the street it could be hurt. 
 
It would cost them more but they should provide some parking.  Pasadena 
is overflowing with other medical buildings  We don't need more. 
 
 
BJ (Jeanne Paiz) 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Scott Chacon 
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 9:04 AM
To: Van Patten, Jason
Subject: Comments Re V #11908

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Mr. Van Patten,  
 
Thank you for the notices regarding the variance applications at 1388 West Colorado Blvd. I'm a nearby 
resident on Glen Summer Rd. I reviewed the plans that were recently posted, and I strongly oppose the parking 
adjustment (removal of all parking).  
 
Among other reasons, I believe this is a great neighborhood because of the commercial area and the park. 
However the two have already created a parking problem. One reason is the park (I'm happy it's such a popular 
park) does not have its own dedicated parking lot - many visitors park on my street. On the busiest days, there 
could be thirty visitors' cars parked on my street. Removing the parking at 1388 West Colorado Blvd would 
make the situation worse. 
 
What if every business on our commercial block of Colorado removed their parking as well?!?! I know this 
question isn't up for debate right now, but I'm also worried about the precedent the approval of these variances 
would set. 
 
I strongly urge you to reject this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott Chacon 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Kaslow, Harvey 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 11:13 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer; Van Patten, Jason
Cc: Madison, Steve; Suzuki, Takako
Subject: 1388 W Colorado Blvd 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Jennifer Paige, Jason Van Patten, 
 
I have learned that the owner of 1388 W Colorado Blvd has applied for a variance so an addition can be built without 
meeting parking requirements in order to spare the green space on the corner.  I live in this neighborhood and 
frequently walk by this corner.  The current structure with this green space is a gift to the neighborhood.  If there is way 
to spare this patch of green please do so.  Once it’s gone it will never return. 
 
I so much enjoy the building and green on that corner – it’s a real landmark for the neighborhood.  Please do what you 
can to spare both. 
 
Thanks, 
Harvey Kaslow 

 Pasadena, CA 91105. 
 
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2021-04-07-Hearing-Officer-A.-V-11908-
Public-Notice.pdf?v=1617307542254 
 
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2021-04-07-Hearing-Officer-
Agenda.pdf?v=1617390073364 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Marianne Lamutt 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 6:29 PM
To: Van Patten, Jason
Subject: Development at Melrose and Colorado

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Please preserve the grassy area at this corner.  We have lost too much beauty in Pasadena already by allowing 
buildings to be built to the edge of properties with little, if any, required setbacks.  The grassy area at this 
intersection needs to be preserved.  Thank you for your help in ensuring this happens!   
 
Marianne Lamutt 
San Rafael resident 
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Varsh, Tess

From: PAULA JOHNSON 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 2:49 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer; Van Patten, Jason
Subject: SAVE THE GRASSY AREA

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

I live close to this intersection and would hate to see construction reducing or eliminating the lawn 
area. We need all the greenery we can get!  
 
Also, exactly where would patients park when visiting a medical building with no parking?  
 
Paula Johnson 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 10:49 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: Medical Building Colorado Blvd. Resident Note

From: Kathryn Nyquist <   
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 10:19 AM 
To: Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Cc: Eric Nyquist <  
Subject: Medical Building Colorado Blvd. Resident Note 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hi Jason,  
 
Thank you so much for speaking to me on the phone. I really appreciate it. It was great to get more context on 
the plans for the building at the corner of Ave 64 and Colorado. Below I'm including our thoughts on the 
request for the no parking variance and how we think it will impact our neighborhood. Appreciate you 
including it in the hearing this week. 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The addition of another commercial building at the corner without dedicated parking is a huge concern for us as 
homeowners on Glen Summer Road. As it stands, customers of Little Flower and The Kitchen, as well as 
families using the San Rafael park use the street to park. As most of these customers are in the area for a short 
amount of time, it creates increased street traffic, 3-point-turns in and out of driveways and speeding on our 
street, which is full of young children. There is also the concern of ever-expanding fire seasons and red flag 
days which impact the residents' ability to park on the street.  
 
Most of the homes on our street were built in the first half of the last century, which means the driveways are 
narrow and residents need to be able to pull their cars out onto the street on Wednesdays to get trash cans out 
before pick-up on Thursdays. Even at a small scale, the addition of another business without dedicated parking 
is a safety concern on several fronts, as this street wasn't designed to be supporting this much commercial 
parking.  
 
I know you mentioned easements on the property, which limit the scale of the proposed building. While these 
cannot be built over, can they be used for parking? Even a single space for patients would undoubtedly alleviate 
spill over into the other commercial lot behind Little Flower and our street.  
 
We appreciate your consideration, transparency, and help, 
 
The Nyquists   
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 1:46 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: FW: 1388 Colorado - Clock Tower

From: Becky Handlin   
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 1:23 PM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net>; Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: 1388 Colorado - Clock Tower 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

We live on Glen Summer and love the Cornerstone Chiro building. Even though the clock has probably never 
had the correct time in the nearly 2 years we have lived on Glen Summer, it is a beloved landmark to us and 
others. My 3 year old knows the building as where we turn to get home and asks about the clock tower and what 
it does. I am surprised this has not been designated a landmark already and do not want to see it go for what I 
presume is a typical medical building, I do not understand why Pasadena would want to destroy a building with 
such character in favor of a medical building that does not seem to fill a void for our neighborhood.   
 
As for parking, while it is not a big deal to me since we can easily walk to Little Flower and the park, I have 
noticed parking has been worse during the pandemic. We live close to the park and just Friday when I got home 
a little early from work, I had to find parking 2 houses down since my driveway was taken. We have a nanny, as 
do many other families, who need to ensure parking is as close to our homes as possible as young children are 
unpredictable and often require a lot of things. While mornings are fine, if our nannies go anywhere and come 
back, there are times where they have to park farther away. This is a huge problem on red flag days where there 
are generally no spots on our side of the street for the length of about 8-10 houses down from the park. 
 
A medical building should always have designated parking. It is not fair to take parking from other businesses, 
customers, and residents without a real plan in place.  
 
Becky Handlin 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Kathleen Goodwin 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 11:29 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Parking variance for expansion of business

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
I am pleading with the city of Pasadena not to allow a parking variance for the expansion and building of a medical office 
at 1388 W. Colorado.  There are two very popular businesses that are in the direct vicinity of the building now and they 
serve the neighborhood community and more, using all the parking  available to those businesses now.  Coupled with 
the very popular San Rafael Park across the street from these businesses, the area is already highly impacted with cars 
and traffic, creating a very unsafe situation if the medical offices take away parking and force people using the park and 
businesses already there to park on streets around the area.  This is a neighborhood and the popular Little Flower Cafe 
and Kitchen for Exploring Foods, as well as the Park,  serve the community and should not be forced to relinquish our 
streets to parking for another business that expands and takes parking away from the area.  It would disrupt the 
neighbors in the apartments that connect to the parking lots and create more bedlam for the traffic flow. 
 
Please!  Please do not allow the expansion to take away the parking area.  The medical offices should be required to 
provide underground parking if they are allowed to expand. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kathleen Goodwin 
 
Kathleen Goodwin 
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Varsh, Tess

From: John Plosay 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 12:11 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: San Rafael-Colorado Development

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Sirs,  
 
I am vehemently opposed to any development that would not provide adequate parking for its customers. 
 
My neighborhood is already becoming too congested and this would dramatically worsen the parking around an 
already busy area. 
 

//John J. Plosay III, M.D., FACEP, CAQSM 
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Varsh, Tess

From: LINDA HUBERT 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 8:48 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: V #11908

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
We reside at 820 Laguna Rd, Pasadena, close to the area considered for variance.  We drive up through Melrose to 
Colorado on a regular basis.  Should the variance be granted, without the necessary parking, the existing congestion due 
to the park and existing businesses would be aggravated to unreasonable limits. There appears to be no basis to permit 
additional commercial activities without the required parking spaces. We do not support the request. 
 
Gus and Linda Hubert 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Valerie Okorocha 
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 8:20 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: proposed building

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

I believe very strongly they should be allowed to build behind the building, saving the grassy area - thank you 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Jeanne's Email 
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 8:23 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Melrose and Colorado

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
City of Pasadena, 
 
Please preserve the grassy area at Melrose and Colorado. My family has been in the neighborhood since the property 
was owned by the Carr family. Changing the space would takeaway charm and history. 
 
Grant Muir 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Varsh, Tess

From: PKH 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 4:19 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Save grassy area at Melrose and Colorado

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
That green space sets the tone for our San Rafael neighborhood. We need green space along that part of Colorado. Save 
the green space! 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Angelica Clark 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 3:56 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Please save grassy area on proposed project at Melrose/Colorado

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Thanks, Angelica Clark 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Florence Lee 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 4:39 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Notice of Public Hearing #11908

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Jennifer, 
 
I am a resident of the San Rafael area and am contacting you regarding the above matter at 1388 W Colorado 
Bl.   
 
I've lived in the area since 1987 and have always enjoyed that character building with its clock which totally fits 
the surrounding neighborhood.  I would hate to see the large grassy area gone as it would ruin its overall 
ambiance.   
 
Regards, 
 
Florence Lee 

 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Lowry Ewig 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 3:13 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Proposed building

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
We are in favor of saving the grassy area. It would be helpful to know what the proposed building would look like, what 
kind of business? The options are a bit confusing as written. 
Lowry & Randy Ewig 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Christine Olsen 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 3:10 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Proposed development

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Paige: 
 
With respect to the proposed development at the corner of Colorado and Melrose, as someone who lives in the area I 
strongly support preserving the grassy area.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christine M. Olsen 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Jack Dibb 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 2:40 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: 1388 W. Colorado

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Save the Grass. 
 
Jack Dibb-  
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Varsh, Tess

From: Adele Levitt 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 4:44 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Grassy area

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Please approve the variance and preserve the grassy area. 
 
Adele Levitt 
 
San Rafael neighborhood resident 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 2:36 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: FW: San Rafael Neighbor Concern

From: Gillian Gough   
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 2:21 PM 
To: Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: San Rafael Neighbor Concern 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hi Jason:  
I am writing to express my concern about the development of the clocktower property on the corner of Melrose 
and Colorado Blvd. I  would hate to see the grass area disappear and lose that neighborhood feeling. The 
building there now is an icon of sorts so I hope the style of the addition/expansion will maintain that design and 
not be a big structure that sticks out and does not blend in. We don't want to be "developed". One of the main 
benefits of living in this San Rafael neighborhood is the intimate feel we've managed to maintain. A shopping 
mall style building would not fit in and not represent the area. 
 
Please help us keep the San Rafael area as lovely and unique as it is. 
Thank you. 
Gillian Gough 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Janet Rose 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 2:59 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Med. B'lding parking

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
I couldn't agree more that the variances applied for are inconsistent with the area, especially that of parking.  The area 
around there hasn't enough parking as it is, without adding more cars with no place to park. Having lived in this 
neighborhood for about 60 years or more, I feel that this whole idea of adding more traffic and cars to this residential 
area is not a good idea, and especially for those who live on Glen Summer. 
Yours truly, 
Janet Rose 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Tom Kosakowski 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 4:20 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Re:  green space at corner of Colorado Blvd and Melrose Ave

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

It is my view that the green space next to the Cornerstone Chiropractic building should be protected. 
 
I have seen people lounging on the grass there waiting for buses. 
 
I can appreciate that because, as a former member of the management team of the Rehabilitation 
Project of Pas City Hall, I used to take many of my lunches at on the grass at Victory Park, frequently 
taking short naps in my suit on the grass with all the other bums. 
 
Best regards, Tom 
 
Tom J Kosakowski 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 5:47 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: FW: San Rafael Neighborhoods Association Calls for Comment on Development in West 

Pasadena – Colorado & Melrose

From: Dipesh Patel   
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 4:42 PM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Fwd: San Rafael Neighborhoods Association Calls for Comment on Development in West Pasadena – Colorado & 
Melrose 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

We would be opposed to this variance. The parking restriction would make it much harder for us to park at our 
local San Rafael park, which is already a difficult location to find parking around (and leads to congestion and 
parking around homeowners residing in the park's vicinity).   
 
Dipesh Patel 

 Pasadena, CA 91105 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

 
https://www.pasadenanow.com/main/srna-calls-for-comment-on-development-in-west-pasadena/ 

San Rafael Neighborhoods 
Association Calls for Comment on 
Development in West Pasadena 

Developer of Medical Center project seeks a variance 
for no onsite parking 

By ANDRÉ COLEMAN, MANAGING EDITOR 
Published on Monday, April 5, 2021 | 5:00 am 
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The San Rafael Neighborhoods Association (SRNA) is calling for comment on 
a proposed development scheduled to go before a city hearing officer at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, April 7. 

The project calls for the construction of a 675 square-foot, single-story medical 
office building at 1388 W. Colorado Blvd., near Melrose Avenue. 

The applicant is requesting several variances including one that would allow no 
onsite parking at the location and two minor variances to adjust setbacks. 

 



3

“The SRNA is seeking feedback on the scope and scale of the commercial 
project at Melrose Avenue and Colorado Boulevard,” said SRNA President 
Robin Salzer in an email to Pasadena Now. “Private property rights and 
neighborhood conformity are the issues at stake and your comments are a vital 
component to the direction of the development process that city staff will 
ultimately decide on.” 

Local residents say that the lack of parking at the new building would lead to 
more parking on nearby streets. 

“My family and I live on Glen Summer (Road) and are extremely concerned 
about the variance application for the above property,” wrote Eric Goldreich.  

 

“In addition to the potential disruption caused by the construction to both 
residents and businesses, the area is already desperately short of parking spots,” 
Goldreich noted. “The popularity of Little Flower, The Kitchen and the San 
Rafael Park already make parking in the area a challenge and drive visitors to 
park in front of our homes on Glen Summer, or on Colorado, a very 
busy street already.” 

According to Goldreich, San Rafael Park is regularly filled with children, and 
cars sometimes park 10 or more in a line on each side of Glen Summer Road, 
south of the park.  

“Adding a new structure while at the same time reducing parking would be 
unsafe as more and more pedestrians would be walking across Melrose from 
parking on Glen Summer [many frequently jaywalk with their coffees from 
Little Flower and the problem would only worsen]. Similarly, the neighbors on 
Glen Summer would be further inconvenienced and disrupted by more cars 



4

parked in front of their homes. We urge you to reject the Variance 
application,” Goldreich wrote.  

 

This is the second time the project has come before a hearing officer. 

On Sept. 16, a similar project was scheduled to be considered.  At that time, city 
staff members received 17 letters in opposition, expressing concerns regarding 
pedestrian and vehicular visibility at the intersection, loss of landscaped open 
space, and loss of the existing clock building and/or visibility of 
the building onsite.  

In response to the community feedback, staff successfully requested that the 
hearing officer continue the item. 

“Based on the feedback from the community, the applicant modified the original 
proposal,” according to a staff report. “In order to preserve the landscaped open 
space and maintain visibility to the existing clock building, the applicant 
relocated the new medical office building to the southeast corner of the site, 
within the existing surface parking lot.”  

According to one nearby business owner, if the variance is granted, customers at 
the medical center will park in her lot and infringe upon her business.  

“He has six spaces now and we are impacted by not enough parking,” Moore 
wrote. “If the current owner builds on his parking lot with zero parking required 
they will all park in my lot and we will have a bigger problem. Once again, I 
strongly oppose zero parking. A medical practice needs parking.” 
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The SRNA is requesting comments be sent by April 6. Comments can be sent 
to  jpaige@cityofpasadena.net  or jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net 

Get our daily Pasadena newspaper in your email box. Free. 

Get all the latest Pasadena news, more than 10 fresh stories daily, 7 days a week at 7 a.m. 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Lakeview" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
lakeviewroad+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/lakeviewroad/8992A3AF-2A3E-
4F8A-A758-84A439C698ED%40gmail.com. 
 
 
 
--  
- Dipesh 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 5:46 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: project at Melrose and Colorado

From: sallybarn@aol.com   
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 5:24 PM 
To: Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: project at Melrose and Colorado 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

 
 
The building on the corner of Melrose and Colorado in West Pasadena is of historic interest and importance to 
the neighborhood.  The tower has been a Pasadena landmark for close to 100 years. Please do not allow new 
construction to remove the building, the tower and the grassy area. Pasadena has lost so much of its historic 
character and appeal in the last 10 years, that this loss would simply make that loss larger and further denigrate 
our neighborhoods that have been the strength of this community. 
 
Do not allow building in the grassy area or destruction of landmark buildings. 
 
 
Sally Barngrove 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Meghan Maro 
Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 8:13 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 - public comment

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hi,  
 
I'd like to formally submit for public comment my opposition to the variance requested for 1388 W. Colorado. 
 
It is vitally important that this business be required to maintain parking and not impose upon the neighborhood.  
 
There are already parking challenges in the neighborhood, and visitors going to this business would be parking 
on residential streets impeding owner access.   
 
Further there are very many children on this block, especially who utilize the park and if this business does not 
have parking it will further traffic around the park and in the residential area endangering the children. These 
cars are often speeding, and not paying attention to cross walks. 
 
There is no good reason that this variance should be granted. 
 
Regards, 
 
Meg Maro (Owner  
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: FW: April 7 Project hearing

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jamie McLaughlin  
Date: April 6, 2021 at 10:11:30 AM PDT 
To: "Paige, Jennifer" <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: re: April 7 Project hearing 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you know the content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263
>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Hi Jennifer, 
 
As residents of the San Rafael neighborhood we are writing to you regarding the property at 
1388 W. Colorardo and the proposed variance. It’s probably no surprise to you that we (and all 
the neighbors we’ve been speaking to) heavily support saving the grassy area in front of the 
business at the corner. Turning it into a parking area would be a huge loss to the charm and 
beauty of the corner and neighborhood. Thanks for your consideration on this matter and we ask 
for your support! 
 
Best, 
 
James and Sharleen McLaughlin 

 
Pasadena 
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Varsh, Tess

From: C T 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 12:35 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: RE: V#11908: 1388 W. COLORADO BOULEVARD –COUNCIL DISTRICT #6 - Proposed 

Variance

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hi Tess, 
 
Good to e-meet you. Thank you for taking the time to consider the following. 
 
A neighbor brought to my attention the proposed variance which will be discussed in the 4/7 meeting. 
Specifically, the proposal "to adjust the parking requirement to allow no parking spaces on-site" at 1388 W. 
Colorado Blvd. 
 
From my POV, this doesn't seem an appropriate proposal for acceptance. Existing parking space count should 
be factored into any approved revisions for this site as a requirement. 
 
Foregoing this requirement will surely result in an undue burden on the surrounding neighborhood, most 
notably, Glen Summer Road. Glen Summer was developed a century ago and reflects it. Signs of those times 
are present in the narrow width of the street as well as the driveways of the private homes. Daily, residents rely 
on street parking in front of their own homes for themselves, their guests, and numerous services. After that, 
parking is always busy for those who come to visit San Rafael Park. 
 
It really doesn't make any logical sense for a private business to suggest shifting the responsibility they have for 
parking their customers to a local neighborhood, where the residents don't even have the freedom to park their 
own cars in front of their own homes overnight without city permits. 
 
So, I think the developer should put together a new proposal. 
 
Best, 
 
Chris Tolle 

 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 12:39 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: Public Comment: 1388 West Colorado Blvd.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 12:24 PM 
To: Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Public Comment: 1388 West Colorado Blvd. 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Mr. Van Patten, 
I am writing to oppose the parking variance for 1388 W. Colorado Blvd. 
 
Why would the City of Pasadena allow the construction of an office building with zero parking in a mostly residential 
area? Where are the employees and clients going to park? 
 
As you probably know, parking is at a premium in that part of the neighborhood, especially with “No Parking” on the 
west side of Melrose between Colorado and Ave. 64. There is limited street parking on Colorado and the lots behind the 
Colorado businesses are used for those businesses only. That means the medical office employees and customers would 
have to park in the surrounding neighborhoods. It also means that it will take limited street parking away from Pasadena 
residents who enjoy San Rafael Park. 
 
I live in the neighborhood and drive through the Colorado/Melrose intersection several times a day. It is a busy 
intersection with many people using Ave. 64 as a fast way to get from the 210 to the 110 (sometimes very impatient, 
non-neighborhood drivers). I fear adding more people crossing Melrose to get to their medical appointments is 
dangerous. 
 
I ask that any new construction of business buildings in the neighborhood comply with existing parking codes. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 
 
Regards, 
Nadine Ono 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Dennis Puno 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 10:55 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Preserving grassy area on Colorado and Melrose

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Good Morning. As a resident of San Rafael neighborhood since 2007, we would be in support on preserving 
this grassy area.  
As a resident we are encourage to save water and power living in the city but yet the City of Pasadena continues 
to.build condos, apartments and so forth. Eventually traffic will be affected and crimes perhaps will go up on 
which we are hoping the contrary.  
 
Regards, 
Emma and Dennis Puno 

 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Norma Danyo 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 11:58 AM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Comment on Development Proposal in West Pasadena

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

We are opposed to any new development in the West Pasadena area that does not require or 
provide adequate parking in compliance with existing codes.  Variances will negatively impact 
public health and safety with unnecessary density increases.  Common sense should prevail.  
Enough already. 
 
John and Norma Danyo 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 2:24 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: FW: Project at  1388 W. Colorado Blvd., near Melrose Avenue.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

-----Original Message----- 
From: Erin Gunn   
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 1:35 PM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Project at 1388 W. Colorado Blvd., near Melrose Avenue. 
 
CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Hi, 
 
I’m a resident of Pasadena who lives on San Miguel Road and I want to write to oppose the idea of building this new 
structure without parking spaces. I’m urging you to not approve this. That particular corner is incredibly crowded already 
with cars lined up along Colorado Blvd, with additional cars spilling onto Glen Summer and Annandale. I cannot imagine 
adding a medical building without proper parking spaces. 
 
Thank you, 
Erin Gunn 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Jean Burns 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 3:30 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: V#11908 1388 W. Colorado Bl.

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Hearing Officer, 
 
I am a resident of Glen Summer Road. I object to the request for variance to remove the parking spaces at the above 
address. There is a public park across the street at the corner of Glen Summer and Melrose that does not have any off-
street parking. Many of the park users are age 5 and under because of the play structure. For everyone who drives to 
the park the most convenient and safest parking is on Glen Summer Road. The park is blocked by a fence (no gate) from 
Colorado Bl.  The play structure is at the Glen Summer end of the park a block away from Annandale Rd. Parking on the 
west side of Melrose is across a highly-trafficked street from the park. There is no parking on the east side of Melrose. I 
live five houses down from the park. Park users often park in front of my house. If the commercial parking spaces are 
removed those users would have to start parking in the residential area. The adjacent commercial parking is already 
over-burdened. I have many times stopped on my way home to visit the commercial businesses adjacent to the subject 
property to find no parking. I would drive home to hopefully park in front of my house and walk back to patronize the 
local businesses. 
 
I am opposed to the proposed building on the lawn of the property. I must turn left from Melrose onto Glen Summer to 
get to my house. At the spot of the left turn, Melrose has only one lane going south. I must block the street if I am 
waiting for oncoming traffic to pass before I turn. I am sometimes anxious that others that are turning from Colorado 
who are accelerating will be surprised that my car is stopped blocking their way. Now, there is a wide open view of my 
car both from those turning from the east and west bound lanes on Colorado. Cars often swerve to the right to avoid me 
as there are rarely cars parked at the curb. If a building is built on the lawn my stopped car will not come into view until 
later leaving a shorter time to react to my car. If there are cars parked because of more visitors to the building there 
would be no room for cars to swerve around me. I believe it would be dangerous to build on the lawn. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jean Burns 

 
 

 



Paul Novak, Hearing Officer Case V #11908, April 7, 2012 

Dear Mr. Novak,  

This building, with its clocktower and corner lawn area, are landmarks to our City and the 

San Rafael area, even if it has yet to be formally designated. No change should be allowed to 

this property that diminishes the historic value. 

 I agree that this property has special issues, such as the utility easements, but they have 

been known to the property owners for over 70 years. The concept of allowing a developer to 

increase the size of his buildings, by moving his required parking onto City streets, is not 

acceptable for any development. This puts an unfair burden on the adjacent commercial 

properties and residential streets. Accessibility Codes prefer on-site accessible parking for 

medical type occupancies. Making all patients find a perhaps distant parking space, since there 

is no street parking adjacent this property, puts an additional burden on them to access the 

building. The proposed design indicates a path of travel, but it is too steep to meet Accessibility 

Codes. A series of ramps would be needed, and they would block the drive aisle.  

This new scheme removes one of the important historic design elements of the existing 

structure, the wood trellis and plaster piers. The concept sketches of the proposed building do 

not even replicate the design elements of the existing building, such as the tile eaves, nor make 

use of the trellis to tie the buildings together.  

And based on all the previous comments from the last submittal in September, a new 

building should not be allowed to be built on the existing lawn. I request that the Hearing Officer 

deny any changes to this site, that will diminish the historical value of the existing building and 

property. There are vacant adjacent buildings that could easily be adapted for the needs of this 

owner.  And, I would like to see the City enhance this corner with new parkway landscaping and 

street trees on Melrose Avenue. 

 

Thank you, Bruce A. Bailey, A.I.A. 

 

Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 4:43 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis
Subject: FW: 1388 West Colorado Blvd, Pasadena

From: Michael Polka   
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 4:22 PM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net>; Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: 1388 West Colorado Blvd, Pasadena 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Dear Ms. Paige and Mr. Van Patten, 
 
The 1388 West Colorado Boulevard building and setting is currently majestic!  
It is a beautiful gateway to our neighborhood! 
 
I hope that they do not change the façade, the view of the skyline when looking at the building from Colorado 
or the grassy area!  
 
I have often thought that the owner should fix the clock on the tower so it is running properly. Perhaps there is a 
rebate offer available from the city to help the owner restore the clock. There is also a window above the clock 
and it looks like it could be illuminated that would further enhance the building.  

Sincerely, 
Mike Polka 

 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Andrea Rawlings 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 5:55 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc:
Subject: Comments for Variance 11908:  1388 West Colorado.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hello Hearing Officer Paul Novak,  
 
My name is Andrea Rawlings and I am a resident of  a few blocks from this site. 
I am oppose to the project’s lack of parking and I think it sets a terrible precedent.  Our small commercial area on 
Colorado has hopes of coming back from the covid lock down. 
During the “before times” there was a careful parking routine for Little Flower café and the former Guitar store.  The 
street paring is highly impacted times with Kitchen for Exploring Food’s delivery trucks loading up for parties.  
Please consider future uses of the building and granting zero paring will impact the neighborhood for a very long time. 
Please reconsider the staff report and deny this variance. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
ANDREA RAWLINGS 
ASSOCIATE 
 

Levin & Associates Architects 
700 S. FLOWER ST. SUITE 700 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90017 

T 213.623.8141 ex 15 | www.levinarch.com 

 

Levin & Associates is following the recommended COVID 19 policies of the 
Governor and federal guidelines and continue to be working remotely, 
except for occasional hours in the office and onsite job meetings as required. 
Our office hours will remain 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.  If you need to speak with me, you can 
reach me at 213-412-1615, which will be directed to my cell phone. 
Stay safe and well! 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Karen Alweil 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 10:13 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: medical bldg on Colorado/Melrose

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

To whom it may concern: 
 
I live in the San Rafael Hills and am very concerned about the proposed project in our neighborhood.  We have a small, 
quaint neighborhood and I am concerned about this increasing traffic and effecting parking.  Traffic and cars drive at 
very high speeds on Colorado and Avenue 64 /Melrose.  With an increase of traffic this would not be good for the 
neighborhood.  We need to encourage small independent businesses that will be beneficial to our neighborhood.  The 
area is family friendly and the neighbors love to walk, exercise, spend time with their families at the park and this will 
crowd the street and take away from our neighborhood.  Please consider that this project will not improve our 
neighborhood.  This project will cause congestion, effect parking, and take away from our beautiful neighborhood.  This 
little area of San Rafael Hills is one of the only places left in Los Angeles that has a small town feeling and we would like 
to preserve this.  The corner of Colorado and Melrose has more than the amount of traffic it can handle and I don’t 
believe the neighborhood can withstand this construction and it will negatively effect the integrity of our beautiful 
zone.  Thank you in advance for considering my thoughts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Alweil 

 cell 
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Varsh, Tess

From: janet johnson 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 4:56 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer; Mary Schaubert
Subject: Re: V #11908  I  oppose Option 1 - please keep the grassy area

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hello again, 
 
I am writing on behalf of neighbor Adrienne Thomas, ,Pasadena, CA 
91105 
Phone:  as she does not have an e-mail or internet access.   
Adrienne opposes Option 1 and supports keeping the grassy area. 
 
Best regards and thank you. 
 
Janet Johnson 
 
On Saturday, April 3, 2021, 05:55:19 PM PDT, janet johnson <janet1414@att.net> wrote:  
 
 

Hello, 
 
I support keeping the grassy area and oppose option 1 totally and completely.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Janet Johnson 

 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Adrienne P 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 5:49 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Historical site

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

 
 
 
Ms.Paige,  
Please save the grassy area. This green grassy area compliments the beautiful historical building sitting next to 
it. 
 
We need more green space not another ugly medical/office building. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
Adrienne Picchi  

  
Pasadena 91105 

 
 

 
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail for iPad 
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Varsh, Tess

From: JosephR Saldana 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 7:18 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Development of grassy land at the corner of Colorado Blvd. and Melrose

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

As a 62 year resident of the immediate neighborhood the grassy area at the corner has always been 
a pleasant sight while traveling across Colorado Blvd.  Sadly, it would be one more example of "over 
development" that Pasadena is currently experiencing if that small green area was removed in favor 
of a structure of some sort.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Respectfully,  Joseph and 
Antoinette Saldana, . Pasadena, 91105 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Erik Anderson 
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 8:47 PM
To: Paige, Jennifer
Subject: Proposed Construction

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
In accordance with the proposed construction, as a resident based at , Pasadena, 91105, I am 
opposed to any construction of such magnitud, especially near a popular park. Aside from the unknown nature such 
proposed medical facility, what other impact it drags are not of benefit namely parking and added congestion. Parking 
for staff is one thing, parking for patrons is another. All in all, I opposed this construction. 
 
Erik & Meaghan Anderson 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 8:47 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: 1388 W. Colorado Blvd

From: Frank Acevedo   
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 8:09 PM 
To: Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net>; Bruce A Bailey  
Subject: 1388 W. Colorado Blvd 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hello Mr. Van Patten, 
 
We suggest a continuance of this matter giving the developer an opportunity to review the community opposition to 
this variance request and meet with members of the community. For his benefit, I believe this is a substantial 
improvement to his first project but it requires additional work.  If the case moves forward please accept this email as 
my opposition to the variance as it appears today.  
 
I write to you again in opposition to the grant of the variance above. I reside on Glen Summer and across the street to 
the property in question. Some of the findings can be made but not all of the findings can be made. All of the findings 
must be made before granting a variance. Most importantly the City has erred or abused its discretion in doing so by 
giving the applicant a variance that focuses on the economic hardship of his project. 
 
First and foremost there has been no alternative plans proposed showing the inclusion of subterranean parking, off-site 
parking leases in lieu of on-site parking, or ride-share contracts for customers as mitigative factors to the lack of parking. 
All of these should be required prior to granting any variance. In fact your other Agenda Item for the meeting in question 
has proper methods of parking mitigation that the City has failed, erred, or abused is discretion. 
 

1. There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable to the subject site that do not 
apply generally to sites in the same zoning district but they can be mitigated in ways other than a variance.  

a. Subterranean parking can be done for the required spaces.  
i. It is expensive but it can be done.  

ii. The easements can remain in place but without evidence showing that it cannot be done. Why 
has the City of Pasadena so quickly bailed out the property owner in their self-imposed 
economic hardship in order to “enjoy” their property right?  

2. Granting the variances are not necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of 
the applicant or to prevent unreasonable property loss or unnecessary hardship 

a. There are local parking facilities the applicant can lease within walking distance of the property. There is 
nothing “hard” about renting parking from a nearby parking lot. You may be frugal for not doing so, but 
the City should not be aiding or abetting this behavior.  

i. There is no evidence that the City of Pasadena has even asked about this lease in lieu of 
providing parking option. Why? 
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ii. There is no evidence that the Applicant has reviewed this mitigative factor to protect the 
community from the impacts of the granting of the variance. Why? 

iii. A cursory check of the parking available would have yielded the following results: 
1. Firefighters First Credit Union has 75 spaces 
2. Living Way Community Church has 120 spaces     
3. Jones and Malhotra has 85 spaces 
4. Los Angeles Relief Fireman’s Association has 140 spaces 

3. Granting the application would be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity of the 
subject site, or to the public health, safety, or general welfare 

a. Customers of establishments on Colorado already park on Glen Summer Road. They cross the street by 
jay-walking straight across the street. During the Covid-19 affected weekends from January 2021 
through March 2021 we recorded 196 individuals parking on Glen Summer (an average of 14 daily 
patrons and employees) and crossing the street illegally…and this was just on the weekends.  

b. The City of Pasadena is informed (through this communication) that this unsafe situation is furthered by 
your planned action here today and any pedestrian incident, accident or god forbid death on Melrose 
will be directly tied to your failure to require as best you can, when you can…parking for patrons. When 
asked by media what can be done to prevent that from happening again I will show everyone this email.  

c. Require the parking spaces, require the applicant to compensate its customers in perpetuity for ride-
sharing, require the applicant to lease-in-lieu of providing required spaces, require the use of a 
commercial use parking lot, private valet operator or deny the variance application. This can be 
mitigated properly and this finding cannot be made.  

4. Cost to the applicant of strict compliance with a regulation shall not be the primary reason for granting the 
Variance.  

a. Cost to the applicant cannot be considered a factor at any time throughout the review of this application 
yet the City of Pasadena has erred or abused its discretion by failing to require a cost for either: 

i. Private Valet Operator 
ii. Commercial Lot/Shared Agreement with local parking lots within walking distance 

iii. Subterranean Parking – There is no evidence that this was reviewed at any time and we know 
that it is costly but possible 

iv. Just two Parkmatic Stackers would resolve the required parking. Did anyone consider that? Why 
not? Costly right? 

a. https://www.parkmatic.com/mechanical/triple-stacker/       
 
Lastly, please note that we reserve our rights to additional requests for information, administrative remedies, publicly 
available information, and should the City of Pasadena proceed with the grant of the variance we will appeal and 
exhaust all necessary administrative remedies to prepare for community-led litigation.  
 
Frank Acevedo 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 1:54 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: Melrose/Colorado Development Hearing 4/7/21

From: Ross Selvidge   
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 1:54 PM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net>; Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Melrose/Colorado Development Hearing 4/7/21 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

I would like to express my opposition in the strongest possible terms to any action (i.e., variance) that would 
permit the construction or development of any additional commercial space on the the subject property without 
providing the full amount of off-street parking for the entire property as required by current Pasadena planning 
and zoning standards.  
 
The subject property is part of a small commercial enclave on the edge of a quite single-family residential 
neighborhood. If additional development is permitted by variance without the currently required off-street 
parking for employees, customers, clients, patients, visitors, etc., the predictable and inevitable result will be for 
the new employees and those others to seek out on-street parking in the adjacent residential area.  
It is a truth universally acknowledged that the use of streets in residential neighborhoods as de facto 
commercial parking lots is a significant inconvenience and degradation of the quality of life to the residents of 
those streets. Pasadena’s planning and zoning recognizes that fact. And it is counter to the wise and long 
established planning and land use principles that make Pasadena such a desirable place to live.  
 
Pasadena already has challenges enforcing commercial parking encroachments by some existing commercial 
users into residential neighborhoods in various parts of the city. Approving a variance for the subject property 
would just build-in, sanction and make permanent an activity (on-street commercial parking in residential 
neighborhoods) that is acknowledged to be undesirable and is contrary to all good planning and land use 
practices.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 
Ross S. Selvidge 

  
Pasadena, CA 91105 

    
 
-- 
Ross S. Selvidge, Ph.D.  
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Varsh, Tess

From: Van Patten, Jason
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 3:28 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Rocha, Luis; Yu, Beilin
Subject: FW: 1388 W. Colorado Blvd.

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 8:23 AM 
To: Paige, Jennifer <jpaige@cityofpasadena.net>; Van Patten, Jason <jvanpatten@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: 1388 W. Colorado Blvd. 
 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  
 

Hello, 
 
I am a resident of San Rafael neighborhood, and am writing in opposition to the proposal of a 675 square-foot, single-
story medical office building at 1388 W. Colorado Blvd., near Melrose Avenue. 
 
When someone told me there are plans to build in the area I couldn't place a spot where there would actually be room. 
And then I walked over and saw the sign for myself. That small piece of grass is not appropriate to build on. Couple main 
reasons 1) San Rafael is a residential community not commercial which is why many of us live here. There are a few 
restaurants and office buildings already in that short block and that's enough. There are so many vacant office buildings 
along Colorado Blvd. east of San Rafael. We should be encouraging the use of empty and existing space not building 
new. 2) There is no parking and I am strongly against building without adequate parking. We live in Pasadena because of 
the small neighborhood feel within LA County. I don't want to live in Santa Monica. 3) It's across from a park where 
children play. Construction brings traffic, pollution, and trash. And that can be tolerated for a must-have project which this 
is not in my opinion. 
 
Thank you for listening. I believe this project is unnecessary, and unfair to neighbors and local businesses who operate on 
the block. I believe we should be building more grass areas not eliminating them for the health, wellness of our 
environment and community, Especially when there are plenty of office spaces available nearby, 
 
Thanks again and stay safe, 
Kelly 




