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I know first-hand that in order to go from homelessness to permanent housing, you need bridge 
housing. The street cannot be the waiting room to permanent housing. The draft Housing Element 
does not propose any policy changes to create more interim housing in Pasadena. It mentions rapid 
rehousing vouchers and bad weather motel vouchers; but we know that these existing tools do not 
provide sufficient interim housing to address our homelessness needs. I suggest the following 
policies that would facilitate the creation of interim housing: 
 
Allow for safe parking locations by removing limitations to Pasadena’s overnight parking 
regulations. 
Following the cities of Los Angeles and Baldwin Park, declare an Emergency Shelter Crisis and 
pass legislation that allows for interim housing solutions to bypass the typical zoning and 
permitting processes. 
 
Affordable Housing Creation 
 
According to the city’s RHNA goals, Pasadena needs to allow for the creation of 5,600 new 
affordable housing units. To do this, the city needs to be proactive in implementing policies with 
teeth that incentivize and remove barriers to the creation of affordable housing. USHS suggest the 
following policy solutions: 
 
Allow the creation of by-right motel conversions. We applaud the City’s Motel Conversion 
Ordinance, but we would love to see it used. 
Adopt a congregational overlay zone that allows for the creation of affordable housing on religious 
properties throughout the city. At the July 12th City Council meeting, the Planning Director 
mentioned that this policy would be prioritized. We would like to see this in writing because in the 
draft Housing Element, it currently states that the city has until 2025 to research this zoning 
policy. 
 
Community Engagement 
 
I think that it is great the draft Housing Element addresses the need for community engagement on 
housing issues. Myths and misconceptions around affordable housing and homelessness are so 
prevalent that individuals often believe them to be fact. I would encourage that the Housing 
Element include language around working with community partners, such as USHS, to work 
together to inform the greater community on this important topic. 
 
 
In closing, we must all work together to solve homelessness, and no one can do it on their own. 
For this reason, I am happy to see that the draft Housing Element states that housing policy 
changes must happen city-wide. I personally would love to see more affordable and supportive 
housing in every single Pasadena council district. Because I know that cities are the strongest 
when they are home and provide opportunities to all people regardless of their socio-economic 
background. USHS looks forward to a continued partnership with the City to create a strong 
Housing Element. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lindsay Dennis 
Lived Expertise Advisory Committee Member,  
Union Station Homeless Services 
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CSH Speak Up! Advocate 



 
July 14, 2021 

 

  

Re: The 2021-2029 Housing Element 

 

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members, 

 

My name is Dorothy Edwards, and I am on Union Station Homeless Services 

(USHS) Lived Expertise Advisory Panel (LEAP). As someone with 

homelessness experience, I can speak first-hand for the need for more 

affordable and supportive housing in Pasadena.  

 

I appreciate that the 2021-2029 Housing Element draft clearly states that 

“Housing is a basic human need and right. Every person deserves access to 

decent, affordable homes.” Hundreds of people are living in Pasadena without 

housing, and I implore that the city live up to its ideals and provide housing for 

every person in need of housing in Pasadena. 

 

To end homelessness in Pasadena, the City must address the pipeline of 

homelessness: from homelessness prevention, to the creation and availability 

of interim housing, to the creation of more affordable housing. This whole 

pipeline must be developed and implemented in tandem. Without this work, 

we will not be able to adequately solve homelessness or housing insecurity. 

 

Homelessness Prevention 

 

I appreciated that the draft Housing Element addressed rental assistance and 

homelessness prevention. In the past few years, we have seen an influx of 

renters falling into homelessness. The Housing Department estimates that 54% 

of individuals who are homeless in Pasadena are from Pasadena and have lived 

in the city for 21 years on average. However, the Housing Element does not 

offer new policies to prevent homelessness. We encourage that the Housing 

Element include:  

 

 Legal Right to Counsel. Studies show that tenants who have access to 

free legal services are less likely to be illegally evicted and to then fall 

into homelessness. 

 

Interim Housing Creation 

 

I know first-hand that in order to go from homelessness to permanent housing, 

you need bridge housing. The street cannot be the waiting room to permanent 

housing. The draft Housing Element does not propose any policy changes to 

create more interim housing in Pasadena. It mentions rapid rehousing vouchers 

and bad weather motel vouchers; but we know that these existing tools do not 

provide sufficient interim housing to address our homelessness needs. I 

suggest the following policies that would facilitate the creation of interim 

housing: 

 

 Allow for safe parking locations by removing limitations to 

Pasadena’s overnight parking regulations. 

 Following the cities of Los Angeles and Baldwin Park, declare an 

Emergency Shelter Crisis and pass legislation that allows for interim 
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housing solutions to bypass the typical zoning and permitting 

processes. 

 

Affordable Housing Creation 

 

According to the city’s RHNA goals, Pasadena needs to allow for the creation 

of 5,600 new affordable housing units. To do this, the city needs to be 

proactive in implementing policies with teeth that incentivize and remove 

barriers to the creation of affordable housing. USHS suggest the following 

policy solutions: 

 

 Allow the creation of by-right motel conversions. We applaud the 

City’s Motel Conversion Ordinance, but we would love to see it used. 

 Adopt a congregational overlay zone that allows for the creation of 

affordable housing on religious properties throughout the city. At the 

July 12th City Council meeting, the Planning Director mentioned that 

this policy would be prioritized. We would like to see this in writing 

because in the draft Housing Element, it currently states that the city 

has until 2025 to research this zoning policy. 

 
Community Engagement 
 

I think that it is great the draft Housing Element addresses the need for 

community engagement on housing issues. Myths and misconceptions around 

affordable housing and homelessness are so prevalent that individuals often 

believe them to be fact. I would encourage that the Housing Element include 

language around working with community partners, such as USHS, to work 

together to inform the greater community on this important topic. 

 

 

In closing, we must all work together to solve homelessness, and no one can 

do it on their own. For this reason, I am happy to see that the draft Housing 

Element states that housing policy changes must happen city-wide. I 

personally would love to see more affordable and supportive housing in every 

single Pasadena council district. Because I know that cities are the strongest 

when they are home and provide opportunities to all people regardless of their 

socio-economic background. USHS looks forward to a continued partnership 

with the City to create a strong Housing Element. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Edwards 

Lived Expertise Advisory Committee Member,  

Union Station Homeless Services 

National Board of Directors (Corporation for Supportive Housing) (CSH) 

Enrichment Services Coordinator (Housing Works of California) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
July 14, 2021 

 

  

Re: The 2021-2029 Housing Element 

 

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members, 

 

Union Station Homeless Services (USHS) is the San Gabriel Valley’s largest 

social service agency assisting homeless and very low-income adults and 

families. USHS has been working in Pasadena and the surround community 

for almost 50 years. 

 

Over our tenure, we have seen firsthand the direct relationship between 

housing policies and homelessness. We have seen how past racist and 

exclusionary housing policies have contributed to the rise of homelessness, 

especially amongst African American Pasadenans. And, we have also seen 

good housing policies, such as the city’s inclusionary housing ordinance, 

contribute to homelessness solutions. 

 

For this reason, Union Station is committed to working alongside the City and 

other stakeholders to create a Housing Element that adequately plans to 

address our growing homelessness crisis. We encourage the City to look at the 

pipeline up homelessness from homelessness prevention, to interim-housing 

creation, to affordable housing creation. This whole pipeline must be 

developed and implemented in tandem. Without this work, we will not be able 

to adequately solve homelessness. 

 

Homelessness Prevention 

 

We appreciated that the draft Housing Element addressed rental assistance and 

homelessness prevention. In the past few years, we have seen an influx of 

renters falling into homelessness. The Housing Department estimates that 54% 

of individuals who are homeless in Pasadena are from Pasadena and have lived 

in the city for 21 years on average. However, the Housing Element does not 

offer new policies to prevent homelessness. We encourage that the Housing 

Element include:  

 

 Legal Right to Counsel. Studies show that tenants who have access to 

free legal services are less likely to be illegally evicted and to then fall 

into homelessness. 

 

Interim Housing Creation 

 

In order to go from homelessness to permanent housing, you need bridge 

housing. The street cannot be the waiting room to permanent housing. The 

draft Housing Element does not propose any policy changes to create more 

interim housing in Pasadena. It mentions rapid rehousing vouchers and bad 

weather motel vouchers; but we know that these existing tools do not provide 

sufficient interim housing to address our homelessness needs. I suggest the 

following policies that would facilitate the creation of interim housing: 

 

 Allow for safe parking locations by removing limitations to 

Pasadena’s overnight parking regulations. 
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 Following the cities of Los Angeles and Baldwin Park, declare an 

Emergency Shelter Crisis and pass legislation that allows for interim 

housing solutions to bypass the typical zoning and permitting 

processes. 

 Identify locations that can be used for interim housing locations 

 At the minimum, please include the following language into the 

Housing Element: “Explore and implement alternative housing types 

to provide adequate types of bridge housing.” 

 

Affordable Housing Creation 

 

According to the city’s RHNA goals, Pasadena needs to allow for the creation 

of 5,600 new affordable housing units. To do this, the city needs to be 

proactive in implementing policies with teeth that incentivize and remove 

barriers to the creation of affordable housing. USHS suggest the following 

policy solutions: 

 

 Allow the creation of by-right motel conversions. We applaud the 

City’s Motel Conversion Ordinance, but we would love to see it used. 

 Adopt a congregational overlay zone that allows for the creation of 

affordable housing on religious properties throughout the city. At the 

July 12th City Council meeting, the Planning Director mentioned that 

this policy would be prioritized. We would like to see this in writing 

because in the draft Housing Element, it currently states that the city 

has until 2025 to research this zoning policy. 

 
Community Engagement 
 

We have consistently seen confusion regarding the solutions to homelessness. 

We ask for the City’s support to conduct public engagement and education 

campaigns that will create buy-in from the community for the above solutions. 

Myths and misconceptions around affordable housing and homelessness are so 

prevalent that individuals often believe them to be fact.  

 

We encourage that the Housing Element include specific language around 

working with community partners, such as USHS, to work together to inform 

the greater community on this important topic. And, we also ask that the 

Housing Element include more specifics about this type of outreach, for 

example, will there be community meetings, and how often will they take 

place. 

 

 

We appreciate that the 2021-2029 Housing Element draft clearly states that 

“Housing is a basic human need and right. Every person deserves access to 

decent, affordable homes.” Hundreds of people are living in Pasadena without 

housing, and I implore that the city live up to its ideals and provide housing for 

every Pasadenan. 

 

In closing, we must all work together to solve homelessness, and no one can 

do it on their own. For this reason, I am happy to see that the draft Housing 

Element states that housing policy changes must happen city-wide. I 

personally would love to see more affordable and supportive housing in every 

single Pasadena council district. Because I know that cities are the strongest 
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Pasadena Heritage - Specific Comments on the Draft Housing Element 
 
Goal HE-1: Healthy Neighborhoods and Living Environments   
 
Add policy HE-1.9 Complete Streets. Improve walkability, bikability, transit ridership, and 
other alternative forms of transportation to promote healthy lifestyles and mitigate traffic 
impacts on communities. 
 
Goal HE-4: Special Housing Needs 
 
Program #18 addresses youth groups in need of special housing accommodations, including 
students, current and former foster youth, and other at-risk youth, but there is no specific 
policy in Goal HE-4 to address them. Identify specific needs and include a dedicated policy 
to address them. 
 
Program #4: Historic Preservation 
 
Provide technical assistance for State Historic Tax Credit as a 2021-2029 objective. Senate 
Bill 251 created a State Historic Tax Credit for properties listed on the California Register, 
which can be used to offset rehabilitation costs. Pasadena should provide technical 
assistance and support to low-income homeowners to make necessary repairs while 
leveraging these tax credits. 
 
Program #5: Housing Design 
 
Pasadena’s City of Garden Standards, which are rooted in form-based code, lead to the 
design of superior projects as compared to those which are built under the Mixed-Use 
standards. As urban infill in Specific Plan areas is encouraged, the Mixed Use standards 
should be prioritized for revision. 
 
Program #6: Housing Sites 
 
Redeveloping the 710 Stub is a high priority for creating new developable land. The lessons 
learned there should also be applied to the northern portion of the 210 Freeway, which 
bisects Northwest Pasadena and is lightly trafficked. There may be portions of the northern 
210 branch that may be capped or reclaimed in a similar way to how the Stub will be 
redeveloped. 
 
Another critical aspect of the Housing Sites program is to take a real look at how much 
commercial-only zoning Pasadena needs. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, changing 
consumer preferences were heading toward a “retail apocalypse”, and commercial 
corridors were struggling. Now that the pandemic has accelerated work-from-home, on-
line shopping, and telecommuting, commercial needs have changed even more drastically. 
Many commercial-only zones seem primed to allow mixed-use developments. In fact, 
allowing mixed-use developments on some of Pasadena’s main street arterials could be a 
much more direct and efficient method of creating new housing units than through a 
collection of individually constructed ADUs scattered across the city or the gentle upzoning 
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of residential districts. We urge that attention be given to the review of commercial-only 
zoning and the opportunities we believe can be captured in these areas. 
 
Program #22: Neighborhood and Community Preservation 
 
There are many naturally occurring affordable apartments managed by mom-and-pop 
landlords, but when these buildings are sold, they are often converted to condominiums 
and their tenants displaced. Study a Right of First Refusal law, which allows current tenants 
to collectively purchase a building at fair market value before an outside sale is authorized. 
This would encourage both housing stability and homeownership. 
 
Program #24: Resource Conservation 
 
As of July 2021, the California Building Code sets guidelines for mass timber construction, 
which is more sustainable and is less carbon intense than concrete or steel construction. 
Study incentives that encourage mass timber construction over less-environmentally sound 
alternatives.  
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I know first-hand that to go from homelessness to permanent housing, you need bridge housing. The street 
cannot be the waiting room for permanent housing. The draft Housing Element does not propose any policy 
changes to create more interim housing in Pasadena. It mentions rapid rehousing vouchers and bad weather 
motel vouchers, but we know that these existing tools do not provide sufficient interim housing to address 
our homelessness needs. I suggest the following policies that would facilitate the creation of interim 
housing: 
 

  
  
 Allow for safe parking locations by removing limitations to Pasadena’s 
  overnight parking regulations. 
  
  
  
 Following the cities of Los Angeles and Baldwin Park, declare an 
  Emergency Shelter Crisis and pass legislation that allows for interim housing solutions to bypass 

the typical zoning and permitting processes. 
  

 
Affordable Housing Creation 
 
According to the city’s RHNA goals, Pasadena needs to create 5,600 new affordable housing units. To do 
this, the city needs to be proactive in implementing policies with teeth that incentivize and remove barriers 
to the creation of affordable housing. USHS suggest the following policy solutions: 
 

  
  
 Allow the creation of by-right motel conversions. We applaud the 
  City’s Motel Conversion Ordinance, but we would love to see it used. 
  
  
  
 Adopt a congregational overlay zone that allows for the creation 
  of affordable housing on religious properties throughout the city. At the July 12 th 
  City Council meeting, the Planning Director mentioned that this policy would be prioritized. We 

would like to see this in writing because the draft Housing Element, currently states that the city 
has until 2025 to research this zoning policy. 

  

 
Community Engagement 
 
It is great that the draft Housing Element addresses the need for community engagement on housing issues. 
Myths and misconceptions around affordable housing and homelessness are so prevalent that individuals 
often believe them to be fact. I would encourage the Housing Element to include language around working 
with community partners, such as USHS, to inform the greater community on this important topic. 
 

In closing, we must all work together to solve homelessness, and no one can do it on their own. For this 
reason, I am happy to see that the draft Housing Element states that housing policy changes must happen 
city-wide. I personally would love to see more affordable and supportive housing in every single Pasadena 
council district. Because I know that cities are the strongest when they are home and provide opportunities 
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to all people regardless of their socio-economic background. USHS looks forward to a continued 
partnership with the City to create a strong Housing Element. 
 

Sincerely, 
Cory Scott Patterson 
Lived Expertise Advisory Committee Member,  
Union Station Homeless Services  
CSH SpeakUP! Advocate 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Julie McKune 
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 9:59 PM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: Wednesday mtg, public comments on Agenda item #6

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 
 
 
 
Please read my public comments aloud. 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
 
I support a Rent Stabilization Study, as soon as possible!  In Pasadena we need to support all renters and those seeking 
affordable housing. This is how we create a safe and secure community. I don’t feel safe, especially during a health crisis, 
this pandemic, and during a climate crisis…when my neighbors are vulnerable due to a housing crisis.  Let’s  do all that 
we can to prevent violence. Let’s plan to keep our children and families safe and living peacefully. 
 
Thanks for your attention, 
Sincerely, 
Julie McKune 
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Inclusionary Housing: 

Staff should investigate increasing the current cap, and expanding the number of all low income units.  The early success 
of the program and the overwhelming community need and support should demand further study.   

Homelessness Prevention/Rental Housing Assistance: 

Legal Right to Counsel.  All data show that tenants who have access to free legal services are less likely to 
be illegally evicted and to then fall into homelessness.  There is a nationwide push to bring in the Gideon 
Law which recognizes that eviction proceedings can be just as important as criminal proceedings and as 
such, tenants who already have the legal system stacked against them need legal support.. 
  

Alternative Housing Opportunities/Financial Assistance/Homebuyers Assistance Programs/Affordable Housing 
Preservation 

Tenant first right of purchase.  City first right of purchase and work with tenants for tenancies in common, a co-op, an 
association, etc.  City staff can review Los Angeles County’s pilot program TOPA (Tenant Option to Purchase Act).  This 
is also a mechanism to increase home ownership in Pasadena. 

Rent Control and Rental Housing Board 

Rent Stabilization would help many of the demographics specified in the Housing Element: seniors, residents with 
disabilities, students.  Even with the Tenant Protection Act of 2019 state rent caps, that is is 5%+CPI with a limit of 10% 
annual increase.  Social security, pensions, student aid cannot keep up with those increases.  Baldwin Park and Culver 
City brought in rent control through their city councils.  The annual increases in those cities is less than 3%.  Baldwin Park, 
Culver City, and Santa Monica provide good local case studies and procedural points of study for city staff. 

Along with stabilized rent increases and just cause, a rental housing board allows redress and protections for property 
owners and the neighbors. 

  

Recognition of and mention of COVID-19 and its public and economic fallout. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Allison Henry 

 




