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Varsh, Tess

From: Nance Parry 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 8:24 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: The Housing Element
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Hi,  
 
When reading the draft housing element I was hoping there would be more direct and actionable 
proposals to address the 58.03 percent of Pasadena residents who are renters and the $1,710 in 
median gross rent they pay. (All statistics from 2019 American Community Survey). Instead I see that 
this draft will be looking to “Investigate the feasibility of enacting local rent stabilization controls that 
reflect conditions unique to Pasadena.” This non-action is in direct contradiction to the wishes of 
Pasadena residents, who voted in the majority for Proposition 10, the repeal of Costa-Hawkins, and a 
poll commissioned in 2019 by Pasadenans Organizing for Progress (POP) who found that 69 percent 
want rent control to be adopted by the Pasadena City Council.  
 
Rent control is a necessary step to keep families and individuals in Pasadena, especially those that 
cannot, or do not want to purchase a home. However the rent burden needs to be controlled. 
Currently residents paying more than 30% or at least 50% of income on rent are almost 50 percent of 
Pasadena renters - 25.7% pay 50 percent or more, and 23.1% pay 30 to 49 percent. This is an 
untenable situation that cannot continue if the city wants to remain open to all.  
 
Finally this housing element draft proposes Landlord Education, but is very minimal on how this would 
work out for the benefits of tenants. Proposing education is great, but unless it is accompanied by 
policies that assist tenants in the face of landlord misbehavior, education is for naught. What is 
needed are just cause eviction protections, tenant anti-harassment protections, legal representation 
for low-income tenants, and a citywide rental registry.  
 
 
As a renter, believe me, we need this! 
 
Nance Parry 
 
 
 
--  
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Varsh, Tess

From: Topher Mathers 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:13 AM
To: Varsh, Tess; Reyes, David
Subject: Planning Comission Agenda Item 6
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To the members of the Planning Commission, 
 
My name is Topher Mathers. I am a resident of District 5. I'm a millennial, a renter and someone who 
utilizes public transit, walking and biking for mobility. I'm a victim of traffic violence, I have been hit 
twice while biking in Pasadena and yes, traffic injuries and deaths are directly related to our housing 
and land use policies. I live next to the 210 freeway, an ever flowing river of air and sound pollution. 
The 210 construction is not only a scar on the land but a reminder of how housing and transportation 
policies have disproportionately affected Black and Brown communities negatively and they 
continue to this day. 
    
We are constantly faced with the consequences of policies enacted by previous generations in 
regards to land use, housing, transportation, racial and economic inequality and climate change. My 
generation's quality of life will be less than that of our parents' generation. The status quo is failing 
my generation.  
 
The weight of these policy failures weighs on our society. We can and must change. 
 
The time to "explore", "review", "investigate" and "study" has long since passed. My 
generation can't wait for any more stalling tactics. I'm relieved that the State is holding Pasadena 
accountable. We need to eat our vegetables and that means protecting renters and building 
affordable housing now. 
 
Please move forward and take concrete steps to help create affordable housing in Pasadena. 
 
Here are some policies that can help us build Affordable Housing and undo some of the damage that 
car-centric planning has wrought.      

 
 

 
Remove Parking Minimums Citywide: Parking minimums increase the developer’s cost for 
building housing, take up space that could be used for more housing units, and dis-incentivize 
the use of transit.   

 
Local density bonus program near transit: These programs encourage developers to build 
more housing units – including affordable units – near major public transportation stops.      
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Unbundle Parking Cost from Rent Cost: Unbundling parking costs from the cost of housing 
makes housing more affordable as renters can choose to rent a housing unit without paying for 
the cost of a parking space.   
 

Here are some polices to protect renters.   
 
Tenant Anti-Harassment: This defines and codifies illegal harassment activities and toughens 
civil and criminal penalties for landlords who are abusing their tenants.  
 
Just Cause and Rent Control: Under just cause a tenant cannot be unfairly evicted and under 
rent control a cap is placed on the amount a landlord can increase the rent every year.    

Sincerely, 

Topher Mathers  
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Varsh, Tess

From: Sanchez, Angela 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:48 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Cc: Teresa Eilers
Subject: Letter of Comment for Planning Commission Meeting on the Draft Housing Element
Attachments: LEAP Comment on Planning Commission on the Housing Element - Angela M Sanchez 

Jul. 2021.docx
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Good morning Tess,  
 
I hope this message reaches you well and healthy. I’m writing with regards to this evening’s meeting among the 
Pasadena Planning Commission to review the 2021-2029 Draft Housing Element.  
 
As a member of the Union Station Homeless Services (USHS) Lived Expertise Advisory Panel (LEAP) and board member 
for School on Wheels, Inc., which provides academic supports to K-12 students experiencing homelessness in Southern 
California, I am pleased to submit the attached letter for the Planning Commission’s consideration.  
 
There are a number of polices that the Draft Housing Element would benefit from considering including prevention of 
homelessness, interim housing support, affordable housing creation, and community engagement. I hope these 
materials may reach the Planning Commission by their meeting tonight.  
 
Thank you very much and be well! 
 
Best, 
 
Angela  
 
-- 
My working day may not be your working day. Please don’t feel obligated to respond to my emails outside of your working 
hours. 
 
 

 

Angela Sánchez, M.Ed. 
Program Officer, College Success 
444 S. Flower Street, Suite 2550 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
asanchez@ecmc.org  
O 213-634-6747 
Twitter | Facebook | LinkedIn | YouTube 

 
The mission of the ECMC Foundation is to inspire and to facilitate improvements that affect educational  
outcomes — especially among underserved populations — through evidence-based innovation. 
 



 

 
July 14, 2021 

 

  

Re: The 2021-2029 Draft Housing Element 

 

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members, 

 

My name is Angela M. Sanchez and I serve on the Union Station Homeless 

Services (USHS) Lived Expertise Advisory Panel (LEAP). At the onset of the 

Great Recession, during my last two years of high school, my family was 

evicted from the only home I had ever known. We motel-hopped, crashed in 

cold winter shelters, and eventually landed in a family shelter. That last 

location was the Union Station Family Center on Orange Grove in Pasadena. 

 

By the time we secured housing again, I was graduating high school. It took us 

nearly two years to secure stable housing again and, for many families and 

individuals, two years is too long.  

 

Now as a two-time UCLA graduate and housing-secure person, I can speak 

first-hand to the positive impact that stable, secure housing can have on a life 

and the need for more affordable and supportive housing in Pasadena.  

 

I appreciate that the 2021-2029 Housing Element draft clearly states that 

“Housing is a basic human need and right. Every person deserves access to 

decent, affordable homes.” Hundreds of people are living in Pasadena without 

housing, and it is unacceptable. 

 

To end homelessness in Pasadena, the City must address the pipeline of 

homelessness: from homelessness prevention, to the creation and availability 

of interim housing, to the creation of more affordable housing. This whole 

pipeline must be developed and implemented in tandem. Without this work, 

we will not be able to adequately solve homelessness or housing insecurity. 

 

Homelessness Prevention 

 

I appreciated that the draft Housing Element addressed rental assistance and 

homelessness prevention. In the past few years, we have seen an influx of 

renters falling into homelessness. The Housing Department estimates that 54% 

of individuals who are homeless in Pasadena are from Pasadena and have lived 

in the city for 21 years on average. However, the Housing Element does not 

offer new policies to prevent homelessness. It is much easier and more cost 

effective to keep someone housed than it is to rehouse them after they’ve 

fallen into homelessness. We encourage that the Housing Element include:  

 

● Legal Right to Counsel. Studies show that tenants who have access to 

free legal services are less likely to be illegally evicted and to then fall 

into homelessness. 

 

Interim Housing Creation 

 

I know first-hand that in order to go from homelessness to permanent housing, 

you need bridge housing. The street cannot be the waiting room to permanent 

housing. The draft Housing Element does not propose any policy changes to 
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create more interim housing in Pasadena. It mentions rapid rehousing vouchers 

and bad weather motel vouchers; but we know that these existing tools do not 

provide sufficient interim housing to address our homelessness needs. I 

suggest the following policies to facilitate the creation of interim housing: 

 

● Allow for safe parking locations by removing limitations to 

Pasadena’s overnight parking regulations. 

● Following the cities of Los Angeles and Baldwin Park, declare an 

Emergency Shelter Crisis and pass legislation that allows for interim 

housing solutions to bypass typical zoning and permitting processes. 

 

Affordable Housing Creation 

 

According to the city’s RHNA goals, Pasadena needs to allow for the creation 

of 5,600 new affordable housing units. To do this, the City needs to be 

proactive in implementing policies with teeth that incentivize and remove 

barriers to the creation of affordable housing. USHS suggests the following 

policy solutions: 

 

● Allow the creation of by-right motel conversions. We applaud the 

City’s Motel Conversion Ordinance, but we would love to see it used. 

● Adopt a congregational overlay zone that allows for the creation of 

affordable housing on religious properties throughout the city. At the 

July 12th City Council meeting, the Planning Director mentioned that 

this policy would be prioritized. We would like to see this in writing 

because in the draft Housing Element, it currently states that the city 

has until 2025 to research this zoning policy. 

 
Community Engagement 
 

I think that it is great the draft Housing Element addresses the need for 

community engagement on housing issues. Myths and misconceptions around 

affordable housing and homelessness are so prevalent that individuals often 

believe them to be fact. I would encourage that the Housing Element include 

language around working with community partners, such as USHS, to work 

together to inform the greater community on this important topic. 

 

In closing, we must all work together to solve homelessness, and no one can 

do it on their own. For this reason, I am happy to see that the draft Housing 

Element states that housing policy changes must happen city-wide. I 

personally would love to see more affordable and supportive housing in every 

single Pasadena council district. Because I know that cities are the strongest 

when they are home and provide opportunities to all people regardless of their 

socio-economic background. USHS looks forward to a continued partnership 

with the City to create a strong Housing Element. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angela M. Sanchez, M. Ed. 

Lived Expertise Advisory Committee Member,  

Union Station Homeless Services 

Board Member, School on Wheels, Inc. 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Colin Bogart 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:55 AM
To: Varsh, Tess; Reyes, David
Subject: Housing Element, Agenda Item 6
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Dear Planning Commission Members,  
 
I'm writing to express my support for affordable housing in the proposed housing element. Specifically, I 
support these policies to be a part of the housing element: 
 

 Remove Parking Minimums Citywide: Parking minimums increase the developer’s cost for building 
housing, take up space that could be used for more housing units, and disincentivize the use of transit.   

 Local density bonus program near transit: These programs encourage developers to build more 
housing units – including affordable units – near major public transportation stops. We are fortunate to 
have 6 Metro light rail stations in Pasadena. Let's leverage this transportation resource to the fullest. 

 Unbundle Parking Cost from Rent Cost: Unbundling parking costs from the cost of housing makes 
housing more affordable as renters can choose to rent a housing unit without paying for the cost of a 
parking space.    

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Colin Bogart 

 
91103 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Zachary Moldof 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:14 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: Planning commission meeting 07/14
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Hello, 
 
My name is Zachary Moldof and I am a resident of district 5 along with my Wife and son. 
 
I find it disheartening that a city council and mayor whose members own their homes, and some of whom also own 
rental properties in Pasadena, finds cause for any type of research, investigation, or further pondering. It's obvious that 
this is a good deal for city council and the mayor: they're getting paid! 
 
A community where rich people own homes, and poor people rent, ensures that the rich get richer while the poor get 
poorer. If a citizen must pay another citizen in order to have safe shelter, the citizen who is being paid will forever hold 
privileges that are inaccesible to the renter. How can a renter ever safe enough money to buy a home or move away to a 
place where they can afford to buy a home, if Pasadena insists on demanding rent without providing adequate 
opportunities for people to grow into careers that afford them more capital? Do you people not see that this is 
unsustainable, and we are so far past the breaking point that citizens are turning to desperate measures in order to 
provide shelter? Are the council and mayor so rich and privileged and insulated that they know no working class renters 
in this situation? Or do the mayor and council just care about money and personal finances before citizens? 
 
Is this really the goal of our city council and mayor? I would like to believe better, but this course of action paints a clear 
picture for all of us citizens who are stuck funding vacation budgets for people with lots of money, little compassion, and 
a very dangerous sense of self-importance. 
 
  🏼〰  🏼 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Caroline Ely 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 11:15 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: Public Comment for Planning Meeting 7/14
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Hello, 
 
I am a renter here in Pasadena, my husband and I work full-time locally and love this city. Our rent is 
currently $1,750 for a one-bedroom in a building built in 1970 (aka not a fancy new development by 
any means), and without some windfall of money magically appearing, it is unlikely that we will ever 
be able to afford a house here in the city we love.  
 
Our rent is by far the biggest monthly expense we pay, and with all that cash we will still never have 
any ownership or wealth-building from the rent we pay. Rent protection will be a lifeline for us, and 
we cannot keep paying to live in the area we love if the rent continues to rise and outpace what we 
are able to earn. Please include protections for renters in your Housing Plan and include Rent Control 
- Just Cause Eviction Protections - Legal Representation for Tenants - and Rental Registry. Landlords 
are not what makes Pasadena thrive, citizens who work and spend in this city like me do.  
 
Protect our ability to stay and work in and enjoy the incredible city of Pasadena and keep from pricing 
us out of this amazing city.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Caroline Ely 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Blair Miller 
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 11:31 AM
To: Varsh, Tess; Reyes, David
Subject: Comments on Item #6 (Housing Element) on Planning Commission Agenda for July 14, 

2021
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Staff and Commissioners, 
 
Preparing a Housing Element is a monumental task, especially on an accelerated timeline. I want to 
commend staff for their effort, and thank them for their work to date. 
 
I would like to recommend that the Commission request staff follow up on key questions, and to 
support specific policies for incorporation into the final Housing Element. 
 
Questions: 
 
1) LA’s draft Housing Element generally assumes a 1-2% chance that any given site w/ existing uses 
will be developed. Is Pasadena incorporating such an assumption into its count, and if so, what is that 
assumption? As pointed out in this Twitter thread, most of the properties identified in the Pasadena 
inventory have existing uses, with no indication that use will change to housing, so the numbers 
should be adjusted to reflect this. 
 
2) The number of affordable housing units needed in Pasadena in the next eight years is 24 times 
what was built in the previous eight years. Are the strategies outlined in the Housing Element 
sufficient to achieve that goal? If not, what else can Pasadena do to try to achieve it? 
 
 
3) Why is the housing on church land policy not due until 2025 (Pages 44 - 45)? Discussion and 
analysis on that policy began over a year ago. The Housing Element should reflect more realistic goals 
for achievable policies, including this one. 
 
Recommended policies: 

 Remove Parking Minimums Citywide: Parking minimums increase the developer’s cost 
for building housing, take up space that could be used for more housing units, and 
disincentivize the use of transit.   

 Local density bonus program near transit: These programs encourage developers to 
build more housing units – including affordable units – near major public transportation 
stops.    
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  Unbundle Parking Cost from Rent or Purchase Cost: Unbundling parking costs from 
the cost of housing makes housing more affordable as renters can choose to rent a 
housing unit without paying for the cost of a parking space.    

  
 Encourage “Missing Middle” housing types: Missing middle housing are buildings 

(duplexes, fourplexes, cottage courts, courtyard buildings) with multiple units built in 
walkable neighborhoods 

 
Thank you, 
 
 
Blair Miller 

 




