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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I think this is a worthwhile project and I fully support it.  
 
Julie Rosenberg 
 

 
South Pasadena, Ca 91030 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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August 10, 2021 
 
City of Pasadena 
Planning & Community Development Department 
175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA   91101 
 
Subject:   The Affinity Project - 465-577 S. Arroyo Parkway in Pasadena 
 
Dear City Planners/Planning Staff, 
 
I’m writing to support the mixed-use project called The Affinity.  This property consists of a 
full city block and when completed, I believe it will greatly enhance the Arroyo Parkway 
corridor and contribute positively to the lives of area residents. 
 
Plans for the development include two key components -- new medical office space and 
assisted and independent housing options for seniors. It goes without saying that housing is 
in high demand, and seniors do not have a lot of options for housing if they want to remain 
in the Pasadena and South Pasadena areas.  We have high concentrations of residents aged 
50 and older, so a project that addresses the needs of our seniors will be a welcomed 
resource in the community. 
 
People also want to have the care they need as they age.  This project would allow 
continuing care for both independent living and longer-term needs including assisted and 
memory care.  Building a modern medical facility close to those people with increasing 
health-related needs is a good fit.  The medical resource will serve residents and the greater 
community as well.  But perhaps equally importantly, it will support the area’s growing 
health and wellness industry and help to attract top medical professionals to the city.  
 
I hope you will approve this project that will add so much to the area. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Julie Rosenberg 
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August 10, 2021 
 
To: 
Planning Commission  
City of Pasadena  
100 North Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
RE: City of Pasadena, Planning Commission Meeting 
To be held on August 11, 2021 for the purpose of scoping an EIR for the  
Planned Development #39 - Affinity Project 
 
Dear Honorable Planning Chair and Commissioners, 
 
“Livable Pasadena” has previously hired PRISM Engineering to conduct a comprehensive 
traffic study to determine measured real-world traffic conditions in the City.  This study was 
previously submitted to the City (dated 3/14/20). I am referencing in this letter the online 
location where this document can be downloaded again as needed: 
http://www.prism.engineering/pasadenatrafficvids.html  
 
I have been asked by “Livable Pasadena” to comment on the salient concerns relating to 
traffic conditions and impacts that could be anticipated by the proposed Development #39 - 
Affinity Project. The project will be located along the west side of Arroyo Parkway between 
E. Bellevue Dr. and E. California Blvd., and will construct an additional 154K SF of Medical 
Office building, a 184K SF Assisted Living building, 197 new DU, and 650 additional parking 
spaces, bringing the project block total to 850 parking spaces, mostly for cars, in 5 levels of 
underground garage. 
 
Comment #1 
By its very design and plan, it seems that the project’s focus is to become a huge magnet for 
cars, by providing 850 parking spaces in such a small area of the City.  The City has been 
working for more than a decade to become a city that depends less on the car, so this project 
seems to actively fight against that stated goal, and in fact would help defeat it.  In the City’s 
General Plan Mobility Element there is a stated goal or guiding principle to make the City of 
Pasadena “a city where people can circulate without cars” (Principle 5 of 8 Guiding Principles 
in Genera Plan Mobility Element).  The project does not seem to be even remotely compatible 
with the City’s stated goals, as contained in the General Plan legal document.  “Vehicle 
Traffic” is a major component of this project with 850 parking spaces (200 existing and 650 
additional), and as such will have a huge traffic impact to Arroyo Parkway and any nearby 
intersections, because it will be bringing into an already extremely congested LOS F roadway 
system, 650 more cars, possibly every hour on the hour, depending on turnover times in the 
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850 space parking garage.  These additional thousands of vehicles per day will create a 
potential safety-compromising impact (an EIR impact that must be examined) to the local 
intersections surrounding the project.  One of these intersections on the southeast corner of 
the project has already been identified as extremely overly congested (E. California at Arroyo) 
with LOS F conditions.  There have also been several accidents at or near this intersection 
over the past few years that include rear end accidents on Arroyo, a broadside accident on 
California striking the Light Rail Train, and several last minute high risk intersection turns 
(relating to running of red lights on account of extreme congestion) in the intersection.  Many 
injuries have been the result of these accidents (which are easily searchable on the State’s 
traffic accident database system).  There is a pattern of accidents at this location, and possibly 
others nearby as well. 
 
Comment #2 
During an am peak hour or a pm peak hour, often a parking garage experiences its greatest 
inbound and outbound traffic flows.  In an 850 space parking garage related to homes and 
doctors, these parking spaces will likely empty and fill up several times in a day.  In other 
words, it will be more than 850 cars coming and going in an hour, but much higher on a daily 
basis. This should be studied as part of a comprehensive traffic study, to see where these cars 
can possibly come from, and where they can exit, in order to lessen the extreme impact that 
is anticipated.  Traffic on Arroyo and California is already at peak congestion levels, with cars 
missing the signal cycle nearly as a default now. Adding an additional 650 cars to the mix will 
have uncertain results, but it will most certainly be LOS F much worse than the LOS F that 
already exists (over 3 signal cycles delay for Arroyo traffic).  It will likely result in more drivers 
becoming more aggressive, impatient, taking chances, running red lights, or hitting a train, or 
a pedestrian, or a cyclist. This project will bring so much traffic to the immediate area 
surrounding the project that the area will become even more unfriendly to bikes, peds, and 
cars as well.  It will result in too much traffic. 
 
Comment #3 
When traffic volumes in a congested area become too high, the solution of the past has been 
to build bridges, build a freeway, or an expressway, in order to reduce the number of conflicts 
of high volumes of traffic. When traffic volumes are allowed to cross paths, when the volumes 
are extremely high, this creates a dangerous condition.  It creates aggressive driving.  The 
opposite of traffic calming will occur.  The City, if they approve this project, would be 
obligated by its own General Plan to mitigate the traffic impacts and to find solutions where 
the vehicle traffic will not thwart the stated goals of the General Plan Mobility Element (to 
create a car-free circulation option).  In addition, the EIR would need to address the obvious 
impacts to safety that will occur in the future should the parking be allowed.  Traffic accidents 
and congestion are already at unacceptable levels. Increasing the traffic by 650 cars is an 
extremely high number of cars to add to a congested roadway system.  
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Comment #4 
VMT (Vehicle Miles Traveled) is an environmental impact addressed in an EIR.  This project, 
with its 850 parking spaces, will significantly increase the VMT to the area surrounding the 
project.  The project’s density cannot possibly be any real-world “offset” to the very real and 
significant traffic and safety impacts that will simultaneously take place, as a direct result of 
the project.  The huge increase to vehicle miles traveled (VMT) coming into the area as a 
result of 850 parking spaces in a highly concentrated area will be an impact that cannot be 
mitigated without significant infrastructure changes (including building bridges, and 
eliminating traffic signals and resulting delays).  This vehicle magnet (the parking garage), to 
be located in one of the most congested areas of the City, seems like a plan that is highly 
incompatible with the City’s stated goals and guiding principles as contained in the City’s 
General Plan, as well as the Mobility Element. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Grant P. Johnson, TE 
Principal Engineer 
PRISM Engineering 
 
 
for:  
LIVABLE PASADENA 
686 S. ARROYO PARKWAY, #119 
PASADENA, CA 91105 

This comment letter has been 
prepared and certified by Grant P. 
Johnson, TE, Principal. Lic #1453 

www.prism.engineering 
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August 11, 2021 

City of Pasadena 

Michelle Ficarra 
 

Pasadena, CA 91107 

Planning & Community Development Department 
175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

RE: PD#39 - Affinity Project - 465-577 S. Arroyo Parkway 

Planning Commissioners: 

Frequently the need for more housing is in the news. However, we don't often hear about the 
need for new housing for seniors. The Affinity Project is a mixed-use development that will 
provide both assisted and independent housing options for seniors. The project will also include 
much needed medical office space in the growing medical and technology corridor near 
Huntington Memorial Hospital. 

I think this project will be a welcome addition to the area that will provide health and wellness 
services to residents and the greater community as well. I hope to see the project move 
forward in a timely manner so we can see the positive economic benefits this plan will bring to 
our town. 

Best regards, 
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