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WELCOME TO

CALIFORNIA



A premiere location in the heart of  
Los Angeles & the San Gabriel Valley,  
Pasadena is a popular destination for  
commerce, culture, entertainment  
and innovation.  

When you choose Pasadena, you’re choosing a 
community where dreamers, doers, innovators, 
and thinkers come to live, study, scale, & play.  

We invite you to explore all of the amenities that 
Pasadena has to offer. In Pasadena, you’ll find
cuisine from every corner of the globe, discover 
an authentic and walkable downtown, and a city 
that stimulates the imagination.

To help you get acquainted with Pasadena,  
we’ve assembled this helpful guide to the city. 
Herein you’ll find helpful information about its 
commercial areas, business networking  
organizations, government resources, and  
a toolkit to help your business thrive. 

Again, welcome!

WELCOME TO PASADENA. 626 PHRASEOLOGY 
Dena or the 626 • Nicknames for beautiful Pasadena. 

Fair Oaks & Colorado • These were the main streets in  
the early development of Pasadena. Today, Fair Oaks &  
Colorado are the zero-zero, east-west, north-south  
division of the city.  

Old Town • A moniker for Pasadena’s early commercial
downtown area, but how Pasadenans & Angelenos
sometimes refer to Pasadena’s downtown today. 

The San Gabriels • The mountain range a stone’s throw 
from Pasadena that offers endless opportunities for trail  
running, mountain biking, and outdoor fun. 

The Bowl • Rose Bowl Stadium. 

The Loop • The 3 mile loop around the Rose Bowl  
Stadium that is perfect for walking, jogging, and all kids  
of family-friendly recreation. 

The Gold Line • The light rail line that connects Pasadena to 
regional transportation options and other SoCal destinations. 

The Blue Line • Not to be confused with a transit line, the
blue line is painted along Colorado Boulevard and denotes  
the limit line for overnight camping during the Rose Parade.

Hit the Trails • In Pasadena, people are referring to the
Arroyo (on the west side of the city) or Eaton Canyon (on  
the east side of the city), both great spots for hiking or
horseback riding. 

The Granddaddy of Them All • The Rose Bowl Game. 

8 Clap • The UCLA Bruins Football chant that emanates from 
the Rose Bowl Stadium every fall when Bruins fans descend  
on Pasadena to cheer on their team. 

Go Long! • What a NASA/JPL rocket scientist does when 
launching for Mars and beyond. Just like a quarterback,  
they throw a long pass! 
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Playhouse Village 
Located within the downtown, the Playhouse Village serves as the crossroads of  
culture, commerce and community. The Playhouse Village covers 32 city blocks and 
has 24,000 workers within a half mile. National and regional retailers, Southern California’s 
oldest and largest independent bookstore, as well as numerous home furnishings and 
art boutiques combine to create a unique retail market. In addition, over 45 restaurants, 
bars, and coffee shops are within close proximity of museums, bookstores, and movie 
theaters. To learn more, visit www.playhousevillage.org. 
 

Old Pasadena 
The City’s original business district, Old Pasadena is where old world charm meets modern 
convenience. Serviced by two Gold Line Rail stops, the district spans 22 blocks and 
features more than 300 businesses. Above the ground level, a variety of tech companies 
and small businesses have set-up shop taking advantage of the district’s amenities.  
The historic streets and alleyways, rustic brick facades, and architectural accents of 
Old Pasadena create an authentic streetscape of open-air eateries, specialty boutiques, 
galleries, theaters, and much more. To learn more, visit www.oldpasadena.org. 
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Civic Center 
Civic Center is one of the grandest concentrations of Renaissance and Mediterranean 
architecture in all of the Los Angeles region. With buildings designed by some of California’s 
renowned architects of the 1920’s and 1930’s, the Civic Center is home to Pasadena’s 
City Hall, Central Library, Civic Auditorium, and other sites. In recent years, a number 
of fine dining establishments like Alexander’s Steakhouse, Flemmings, and Ruth’s Chris 
have opened their doors in the downtown. An area active with redevelopment, the Civic 
Center area includes “The Paseo,” an open air urban village with a soon-to-open six story 
mixed-use commercial/residential building & 179-room hotel, all within close proximity to 
the state-of-the-art Pasadena Convention Center with 55,000 square feet of exhibit hall, 
space, a 25,000 square foot ballroom, and 29 meeting rooms. 
 

South Lake 
The South Lake Business District is a stone’s throw from the California Institute of Technology 
and Langham Hotel. Dubbed the “corporate center” of the city, South Lake Avenue  
supports a daytime population of over 56,000 people, not to mention, the average 
household income of the surrounding neighborhoods is over $100,000. The South Lake 
Avenue Business District provides a unique blend of shopping, dining, professional  
services and urban living all within 12 tree-lined blocks. To learn more, visit  
www.southlakeavenue.org. 
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Lincoln 
Recent years have seen a revitalization of the Northwest with the Lincoln corridor  
evolving into an urban and edgy destination drawing not only locals, but also visitors  
from neighboring cities. New cafes, a microbrewery and micro distillery, an ice cream  
parlor, and creative shops have joined a merchant mix that includes existing nurseries 
and long-standing family-owned businesses that offer an array of dining, retail and fitness 
needs. With close proximity to JPL, the Lincoln corridor is also a viable tech cluster with 
several tech companies located within the Business Park of Pasadena. 
 

HeArt 
With such notable institutions as the Huntington Hospital and Art Center College of  
Design’s South Campus, it’s no wonder that the HeArt commercial area of Pasadena  
has evolved with such a strong base of medical and arts-related uses. In close proximity  
to the Metro Gold Line and other transit, the HeArt area features specialty supermarkets, 
fitness and retail. Within the next few years, the Art Center College of Design is proposing 
to expand its South Campus with construction of dormitories, helping to create a 24-hour 
campus in the HeArt of Pasadena. 
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North Lake 
North Lake is centrally located and offers a variety of neighborhood-serving retail, dining, 
and service providers. One of the main thoroughfares between Altadena and Pasadena, 
North Lake is serviced by several transit lines. For the foodie set, North Lake is the place 
to go for Southern comfort food, a world class Pastrami dip at The Hat, or authentic 
Italian groceries and dining at Roma’s Italian Deli & Grocery. Freshly milled artisinal  
bread offered at Seed Bakery has Los Angeles buzzing and is sure to be a catalyst for  
the renaissance of the North Lake area. 
 

East W 
Servicing both Pasadena and Altadena, East W is another up and coming commercial 
area with artisanal offerings for those looking to explore shopping and dining outside  
of the downtown. New restaurants, cafes and bakeries have energized Pasadena’s other 
boulevard, East Washington, providing locals and visitors a bevy of options for retail, 
fitness, fast food, and more all set against an eclectic set of instagrammable murals  
and artwork. 
 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA www.futureyourselfhere.com

Fair Grove 
Fair Grove is vibrant and authentic, servicing a multi-cultural and multi-generational 
community of locals. Several new additions have complemented the dining, foodie and 
recreational offerings in the area. New additions include the bold contemporary design 
of Vallarta Supermarkets’ new concept grocery store, Coach Patty’s Gymnastics, and 
Elements Dance Space, with other planned uses coming soon. 
 

Lamanda  
Lamanda Park was once full of citrus groves and wineries and serviced by the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway. Today, the area features an eclectic mix of uses from auto 
and light industrial to tech and a variety of specialty stores and eateries including a  
Vons Center, the Whistle Stop, Poobah Records, and the Guitar Center. The Lamanda 
commercial area is prime for investment between a new car dealership and Home De-
pot opening soon, adding to the dynamic mix of businesses . 
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College 
The College area is buzzing with student activity from the California Institute of  
Technology and Pasadena City College. Given the large consumer base, the College 
area is peppered with a wide variety of dining options including Chick-Fil-A, one of  
22 retail spaces in the US to be honored with a Gold Award by the Association of  
Retail Environments. Caltech’s Chen Neurosciences Center is the latest addition to  
the campus and will enhance the institutions research and academic resources. 
 

Hastings 
Hastings is a regional shopping destination that is freeway and and transit adjacent, 
making it a convenient place to fulfill one’s shopping and dining needs. Home to top 
producing retailers, several stores in the area offer shoppers high quality merchandise 
and name brand choices. Fitness centers, specialty food markets, the first Panda Inn 
Restaurant and A Noise Within Theater Company can also be found in Hastings. 
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Walnut 
Wheels, rounds and a nice cup of freshly roasted coffee are just a few of the many 
options in the Walnut commercial area. Walnut is the go-to for specialty auto repair and 
good hamburgers, including In’n’Out Burgers, Tops Burgers and Tom’s Famous Family 
Restaurant. Walnut is also home to the Pasadena Bioscience Collaborative (a hub for  
biotech startups), Waterworks, and Club Champion Gymnastics. Light rail commuters 
and Angelenos in the know can be found inside Jameson Coffee Roasters enjoying a  
cup of joe amidst industrial and vintage decor. 
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BUSINESS NETWORKING & FACILITY RESOURCES 

Pasadena Chamber of Commerce
www.pasadenachamber.org  

Innovate Pasadena 

www.innovatepasadena.org  

Friday Morning Coffee Meetup
http://fridaycoffeemeetup.com/ 

PASADENA boasts a number of well-established organizations that support business interests and activities. Organizations include  

business membership groups as well as entrepreneur, technology, and innovation networking associations.

Start-ups looking for research, laboratory, and wetlab space may contact 

either these entities in Pasadena:

Bioscience 
http://pasadenabio.org/   •  (626) 507-8487 

Kavli Nanoscience Laboratory
http://kni.caltech.edu/kni-laboratory  •  (626) 395-3914  

CITY & GOVERNMENT PARTNERS 

PASADENA is a highly networked community that encourages 

collaboration amongst its economic development partners.  

The following organizations are resources for businesses in need 

of support, consultation, training, and strategic connections.

City of Pasadena  
Office of Economic Development 
www.futureyourselfhere.com   •  (626) 744-4660
 

San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership 
www.sgvpartnership.org   •  (626) 856-3400 

Small Business Development Center 
www.pccsbdc.org   •  (626) 585-3105 

SCORE 
www.score.org   •  (626) 744-4660 

Foothill Workforce Investment Board 
www.fwibworks.org   •  (626) 796-5627 



BUSINESS TOOLKIT 

WHETHER YOU ARE JUST STARTING OUT OR SCALING UP, the City of Pasadena  

can assist you with intel and assets to answer questions and inform future decisions.

Visit www.futureyourselfhere.com to take a deeper dive into the business services that the City of Pasadena has to offer.

ZONING & 
PERMITS

KEY INDUSTRIESTRAFFIC COUNTS

SITE SELECTIONPSYCHOGRAPHICSDEMOGRAPHICS
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think  pasadena

(626) 744-4660   |   @ThinkPasadena
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