
 

  

Asian American & Pacific Islander 

Heritage Month @ PPL 
A selection of titles by Asian American and Pacific Islander authors. We are pleased to include 

contributions from many prominent and local Asian American and Pacific Islander authors, who 

provided suggestions and comments where noted.   

Contributors: Keva Bui, Steph Cha, Victoria Chang, Catherine Ceniza Choy, Sarah Park Dahlen, 

Meng Jin, Wendy Lee, Rong-Gong Lin II, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Michael Ordoña, Takeo Rivera, 

Sanjena Sathian, Preeti Sharma, Alex Tatusian, Oliver Wang, Donna Wares, Jennifer Yamato, 

Charles Yu 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

Youth Services staff have provided titles for children in their Book Suggestions guide: Amplifying 

Asian Pacific Island Voices 

 

BOOKS FOR TEENS 

Our Teen Librarian has provided titles for teens: Teen Book Suggestions: Asian American Pacific 

Islander 

 

BOOKS FOR ADULTS 

 

 

The Sorrow of War: A Novel of North Vietnam 
Bảo Ninh ©1993 
During the Vietnam War Bảo Ninh served with the Glorious 27th Youth 
Brigade. Of the five hundred men who went to war with the brigade in 
1969, he is one of only ten who survived. The Sorrow of War is his 
autobiographical novel. Kien works in a unit that recovers soldiers' 
corpses. Revisiting the sites of battles raises emotional ghosts for him 
and the memory of war scenes are juxtaposed with dreams and 
remembrances of his childhood sweetheart. The Sorrow of War burns 
the tragedy of war in our minds. 

https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/c.php?g=415359&p=8280301
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/c.php?g=415359&p=8280301
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/teenbooks/aapi
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/teenbooks/aapi
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=bao+ninh+sorrow+of+war&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Bao+Ninh%09Bao+Ninh+%7C%7C+B%E1%BA%A3o+Ninh.%2C+author.%09B%E1%BA%A3o+Ninh.%2C+author.
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=bao+ninh+sorrow+of+war&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Bao+Ninh%09Bao+Ninh+%7C%7C+B%E1%BA%A3o+Ninh.%2C+author.%09B%E1%BA%A3o+Ninh.%2C+author.


 

  

  

 

The Galleons 
Rick Barot ©2020 
A master poet, Barot’s poems stretch horizontally across history, like the 
Spanish ships that sailed in the name of colonialism, capitalism and conquest. 
Drawing on his personal history, including his grandmother’s arrival to America 
from the Philippines. Barot writes with the precision of a jeweler and the scope 
of a space traveler. —Victoria Chang 
 
This ambitious new work by multi-award-winning poet Barot (Chord) presents 
his family's immigration from the Philippines to America as part of a larger 
investigation: What is history, and how does it comprise our stories? . . . The 
result is a quietly assured unwinding of a key aspect of human history. 

  

 

Of Color 
Jaswinder Bolina ©2020 
A smart, touching book of essays on what it means to grow up as a son 
of Punjabi immigrants. Bolina explores the complexity of being told to 
leave America but having nowhere else to go and articulates the 
conundrum BIPOC writers face: choosing between being a “writer or a 
minority writer.” —Victoria Chang 
 
Jaswinder Bolina's insightful, raw and honest collection of brilliant essays 
illuminate the joys and pains of being a specific person OF COLOR and 
through his unique lens we also come to understand the universal 
ongoing story of America." 
-Wajahat Ali, author of The Domestic Crusaders and contributor to CNN 
and the New York Times 

  

 

 Bound By War: How the United States and the Philippines built 
America’s First Pacific Century 
Christopher Capozzola ©2020 
Ever since US troops occupied the Philippines in 1898, generations of 
Filipinos have served in and alongside the US armed forces. In Bound by 
War, historian Christopher Capozzola reveals this forgotten history, 
showing how war and military service forged an enduring, yet fraught, 
alliance between Americans and Filipinos. 

  

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12724080
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=JASWINDA+BOLINA&scope=everything&type=direct
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:341010/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:341010/one
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12724080
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=JASWINDA+BOLINA&scope=everything&type=direct
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:341010/one


 

  

 

Your House Will Pay 
Steph Cha ©2019 
Cha’s thriller doubles as a loving, riveting and sharply observed portrait 
of two communities in Los Angeles. —Charles Yu 
 
In the wake of the police shooting of a black teenager, Los Angeles is as 
tense as it's been since the unrest of the early 1990s. But Grace Park and 
Shawn Matthews have their own problems. Grace is sheltered and 
largely oblivious, living in the Valley with her Korean-immigrant parents, 
working long hours at the family pharmacy. She's distraught that her 
sister hasn't spoken to their mother in two years, for reasons beyond 
Grace's understanding. Shawn has already had enough of politics and 
protest after an act of violence shattered his family years ago. He just 
wants to be left alone to enjoy his quiet life in Palmdale. But when 
another shocking crime hits LA, both the Park and Matthews families are 
forced to face down their history while navigating the tumult of a city on 
the brink of more violence. 

  

 

American Woman 
Susan Choi ©2003 
A reimagining of the Patty Hearst kidnapping, braiding in the story of a 
Japanese American radical woman. A truly great American novel. —
Sanjena Sathian 
 
Jenny Shimada is consumed with loneliness and guilt over the fact that 
her lover and partner is serving time for the bombing of a California 
military recruitment center to protest the Vietnam War. Isolated from 
her compatriots, adrift in rural New York, Jenny is enlisted to help the 
latest radical cadre--two surviving members of a group that kidnapped a 
wealthy heiress and the heiress-turned-radical herself. The three have 
been spirited out of California in a hapless attempt to save them and get 
them to write a best-seller chronicling their deeds and their cause. The 
assignment compels Jenny to examine her own political ideals, the price 
she has paid for them, her relationship with a lover she no longer loves, 
and her estrangement from a father who, though radicalized himself 
during the Japanese internment, disapproves of her politics. Inspired by 
the Patty Heart kidnapping, Choi captures the radical politics of the 
1960s, delving into the isolation of fugitives and what happens when 
wayward idealism is mixed with volatile personalities and emotions. 

  

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=your+house+will+pay+steph+cha&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=american+woman+susan+choi&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=your+house+will+pay+steph+cha&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=american+woman+susan+choi&te=


 

  

 

The Night Tiger 
Yangsze Choo ©2019 
Yangsze Choo's The Night Tiger pulls us into a world of servants and 
masters, age-old superstition and modern idealism, sibling rivalry and 
forbidden love. But anchoring this dazzling, propulsive audiobook is the 
intimate coming of age of a child and a young woman, each searching for 
their place in a society that would rather they stay invisible. 

  

 

All You Can Ever Know 
Nicole Chung ©2018 
A Korean girl adopted into a white family, Chung starts to question the 
cognitive dissonance of her upbringing — race never mentioned at home 
but in daily encounters out in the world — when she’s expecting a child 
of her own. The story of a complicated birth family and a generation of 
adoptees struggling to fuse multiple identities. - Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
Chung investigates the mysteries and complexities of her transracial 
adoption in this chronicle of unexpected family for anyone who has 
struggled to figure out where they belong. 
Nicole Chung was born severely premature, placed for adoption by her 
Korean parents, and raised by a white family in a sheltered Oregon town. 
She was told her biological parents had made the ultimate sacrifice in 
the hope of giving her a better life, that forever feeling slightly out of 
place was her fate as a transracial adoptee. But Nicole grew up facing 
prejudice her adoptive family couldn't see, and wondered if the story 
she'd been told was the whole truth. Here Chung tells of her search for 
the people who gave her up, and chronicles the repercussions of 
unearthing painful family secrets 

  

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=night+tiger+choo+yangsze&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=all+you+can+ever+know+chung&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=night+tiger+choo+yangsze&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=all+you+can+ever+know+chung&te=


 

  

 

Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the 
American Dream 
Pawan Dhingra ©2012 
Dhingra examines the predominance of Indian Americans in U.S. motel 
ownership and their marginalization — as well as their success — as part 
of the American immigrant experience. —Catherine Ceniza Choy 
 
Nearly half of the motels in the U.S. are owned by Indian Americans . . . 
Pawan Dhingra set out to examine why such an ubiquitous and distinctly 
American roadside fixture became so popular among this community, 
focusing on a surge of Gujarati motel keepers who contributed to the 
'Patel motel' phenomenon . . . From participating in community 
volleyball games to attending local Diwali festivals, Mr. Dhingra dove 
headfirst into a world he described as being 'uniformly generous.' In 
tracing the daily lives of Indian American moteliers, Mr. Dhingra 
discovered a world brimming with long hours, low wages and an intense 
dependence on the family network. 

  

 

Dogeaters 
Jessica Hagedorn ©2013 (Also published as a play, ©2015) 
An inventive, fast-paced novel set in the era of martial law in the 
Philippines. Against a backdrop of Spanish and American colonization, 
the novel mixes queerness and pop cultural satire with a deadly serious 
plot about sexual violence and communist revolution. —Viet Thanh 
Nguyen 
 
This novel, set in the politically volatile Philippines of the recent past, 
offers the diverse impressions of a well-to-do Manilan schoolgirl, a 
DJ/male prostitute and the Philippines's candid First Lady, among others. 
"Although in many respects a thinly disguised roman a clef, the book 
succeeds on the strength of its characterization," said PW. "Hagedorn's 
unflinching view of Manila . . . is leavened by ironic, often humorous 
observations. 

  

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11891668
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11891668
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=jessica+hagedorn+dogeaters&scope=everything&type=direct
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11891668
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=jessica+hagedorn+dogeaters&scope=everything&type=direct


 

  

 

When Heaven and Earth Changed Places: A Vietnamese Woman’s 
Journey from War to Peace 
Le Ly Hayslip ©2002 
The war in Vietnam was fought in the name of the Vietnamese 
peasantry, yet Hayslip is perhaps the only Vietnamese American author 
of that background. Her gripping account takes on war, revolution and 
sexual violence. — Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
It is said that in war heaven and earth change places not once, but many 
times. When Heaven and Earth Changed Places is the haunting memoir 
of a girl on the verge of womanhood in a world turned upside down. The 
youngest of six children in a close-knit Buddhist family, Le Ly Hayslip was 
twelve years old when U.S. helicopters landed in Ky La, her tiny village in 
central Vietnam. As the government and Viet Cong troops fought in and 
around Ky La, both sides recruited children as spies and saboteurs. Le Ly 
was one of those children…And almost twenty years after her escape to 
America, she was drawn inexorably back to the devastated country and 
family she left behind. Scenes of this joyous reunion are interwoven with 
the brutal war years, offering a poignant picture of Vietnam, then and 
now, and of a courageous woman who experienced the true horror of 
the Vietnam War—and survived to tell her unforgettable story. 

  

 

Born Confused [YA Fiction] 
Tanuja Desai Hidier ©2006 
The first South Asian young-adult novel, which meant so much to many 
people my age. —Sanjena Sathian 
 
Cross-cultural comedy about finding your place in America . . . and 
finding your heart wherever, from an amazing new young author. 
Dimple Lala doesn't know what to think. She's spent her whole life 
resisting her parents' traditions. But now she's turning seventeen and 
things are more complicated than ever. She's still recovering from a 
year-old break-up and her best friend isn't around the way she used to 
be. Then, to make matters worse, her parents arrange for her to meet a 
"suitable boy." Of course, it doesn't go well . . . until Dimple goes to a 
club and finds him spinning a magical web of words and music. Suddenly 
the suitable boy is suitable because of his sheer unsuitability. 
Complications ensue.This is a story about finding yourself, finding your 
friends, finding love, and finding your culture -- sometimes where you 
least expect it. 

  

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:108721/one?qu=when+heaven+and+earth+changed+places+hayslip&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:108721/one?qu=when+heaven+and+earth+changed+places+hayslip&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:108721/one?qu=when+heaven+and+earth+changed+places+hayslip&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.%09Hayslip%2C+Le+Ly.


 

  

 

Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning 
Cathy Park Hong ©2020 
From Theresa Cha to Richard Pryor, from the Los Angeles riots to micro-
aggressions, Hong makes a passionate case in these essays for Asian 
Americans to own their feelings and their rage. – Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
As the daughter of Korean immigrants, Cathy Park Hong grew up 
steeped in shame, suspicion, and melancholy. She would later 
understand that these "minor feelings" occur when American optimism 
contradicts your own reality--when you believe the lies you're told about 
your own racial identity. With sly humor and a poet's searching mind, 
Hong uses her own story as a portal into a deeper examination of racial 
consciousness in America today. This intimate and devastating book 
traces her relationship to the English language, to shame and 
depression, to poetry and artmaking, and to family and female 
friendship. A radically honest work of art, Minor Feelings forms a portrait 
of one Asian American psyche--and of a writer's search to both uncover 
and speak the truth 

  

 

M. Butterfly 
David Henry Hwang ©1988 
Hwang’s Tony Award-winning masterwork, inspired by a true story of 
Chinese-French espionage, grabs the Western stereotype of the 
submissive Asian — embodied by Puccini’s opera “Madama Butterfly” — 
and throttles it savagely, subversively and with such style that one can’t 
help but be dazzled. —Michael Ordoña 
 
Based on a true story that stunned the world, and inspired by Giacomo 
Puccini's opera Madama Butterfly, M. Butterfly was an immediate 
sensation when it premiered in 1988. It opens in the cramped prison cell 
where diplomat Rene Gallimard is being held captive by the French 
government--and by his own illusions. He recalls a time when Song Liling, 
the beautiful Chinese diva, touched him with a love as vivid, as 
seductive--and as elusive--as a butterfly. 
 
How could he have known that his true love was, in fact, a spy for the 
Chinese government--and a man disguised as a woman? The diplomat 
relives the twenty-year affair from the temptation to the seduction, 
from its consummation to the scandal that ultimately consumed them 
both. 
 
M. Butterfly is one of the most compelling, explosive, and slyly 
humorous dramas ever to light the Broadway stage, a work of unrivaled 

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=minor+feelings+hong&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=david+henry+hwang+m+butterfly&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+%7C%7C+Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+M.+Butterfly.%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+M.+Butterfly.&qf=-PUBDATE%09Publication+Date%092005%092005
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=minor+feelings+hong&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=david+henry+hwang+m+butterfly&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+%7C%7C+Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+M.+Butterfly.%09Hwang%2C+David+Henry%2C+1957-+M.+Butterfly.&qf=-PUBDATE%09Publication+Date%092005%092005


 

  

brilliance, illuminating the conflict between men and women, the 
differences between East and West, racial stereotypes--and the shadows 
we cast around our most cherished illusions. 

  

 

The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts 
Maxine Hong Kingston ©1976 
The canonical text of Asian American literature, this book lays out the 
paradigm for Asian American women claiming their voices and stories in 
the face of patriarchy and racism. —Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
In her award-winning book The Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston 
created an entirely new form--an exhilarating blend of autobiography 
and mythology, of world and self, of hot rage and cool analysis. First 
published in 1976, it has become a classic in its innovative portrayal of 
multiple and intersecting identities--immigrant, female, Chinese, 
American.  
 
As a girl, Kingston lives in two confounding worlds: the California to 
which her parents have immigrated and the China of her mother's "talk 
stories." The fierce and wily women warriors of her mother's tales clash 
jarringly with the harsh reality of female oppression out of which they 
come. Kingston's sense of self emerges in the mystifying gaps in these 
stories, which she learns to fill with stories of her own. A warrior of 
words, she forges fractured myths and memories into an incandescent 
whole, achieving a new understanding of her family's past and her own 
present. 

  

 

The Leavers 
Lisa Ko ©2017 
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, an undocumented Chinese 
immigrant named Polly, goes to her job at the nail salon and never 
comes home. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left with 
no one to care for him. He is eventually adopted by two white college 
professors who move him from the Bronx to a small town upstate. Set in 
New York and China, The Leavers is the story of how one boy comes into 
his own when everything he's loved has been taken away--and how a 
mother learns to live with the mistakes of her past. 
 

  

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:91048/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=leavers+lisa+ko&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:91048/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=leavers+lisa+ko&te=


 

  

 

Immigrant, Montana 
Amitava Kumar ©2018 
In this autofictional novel of ideas, Kumar puts forth the notion that the 
sexuality and selfhood of an immigrant is just as important as his 
geopolitics, history and ideology. —Sanjena Sathian 
 
The author of the widely praised Lunch with a Bigot now gives us a 
remarkable novel--reminiscent of Teju Cole, W.G. Sebald, John Berger--
about a young new immigrant to the U.S. in search of love: across 
dividing lines between cultures, between sexes, and between the 
particular desires of one man and the women he comes to love. The 
young man is Kailash, from India. His new American friends call him 
Kalashnikov, AK-47, AK. He takes it all in his stride: he wants to fit in--and 
more than that, to shine. In the narrative of his years at a university in 
New York, AK describes the joys and disappointments of his immigrant 
experience; the unfamiliar political and social textures of campus life; 
the indelible influence of a charismatic professor--also an immigrant, his 
personal history as dramatic as AK's is decidedly not; the very different 
natures of the women he loved, and of himself in and out of love with 
each of them. Telling his own story, AK is both meditative and the 
embodiment of the enthusiasm of youth in all its idealism and chaotic 
desires. His wry, vivid perception of the world he's making his own, and 
the brilliant melding of story and reportage, anecdote and annotation, 
picture and text, give us a singularly engaging, insightful, and moving 
novel--one that explores the varieties and vagaries of cultural 
misunderstanding, but is, as well, an impassioned investigation of love 

  

 

The Buddha of Suburbia 
Hanif Kureishi ©1991 
It’s not about American experience but a British Indian man. Still, it’s a 
bold comic novel that turns on its head the idea of what an “immigrant 
novel” should be. —Sanjena Sathian 
 
The author of the screenplay for My Beautiful Laundrette brings to this 
first novel some of the same quirky virtues that made that movie such a 
surprising hit. As in the film, the conditions of Asian immigrants living in 
London, the racism of the British class system, and the sexual ambiguity 
of his characters are the themes that preoccupy Kureishi. Karim faces a 
full load of adolescent conflict in his young life: he's attracted to both 
boys and girls, his Moslem father has suddenly turned into a Buddhist 
guru and left Karim's mother, his school career seems to be bogged 
down in indifference if not outright hostility, his relatives seem caught 
unawares between East and West, and Karim himself observes all kinds 

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:44666/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:51907/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:44666/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:51907/one


 

  

of success for everyone but himself. In Kureishi's tragicomic view of the 
world, however, Karim's vulnerability and persistence eventually pay off. 
Meanwhile, Karim suffers through a string of experiences that are by 
turns hilarious, poignant, and threatening before fortune begins to 
smile, change is accepted, and murmured promises are fulfilled. 

  

 

The Boat 
Nam Le ©2008 
A story collection that plays with and challenges autofictional modes in 
the context of Asian American authorship before the term “autofiction” 
even existed. —Meng Jin 
 
Stories that take us from the slums of Colombia to the streets of Tehran; 
from New York City to Iowa; from a tiny fishing village in Australia to a 
foundering vessel in the South China Sea-- while taking us to the heart of 
what is means to be human. 

  

 

The Gangster We Are All Looking For 
Thi Diem Thúy Lê ©2003 
Lyrical, haunting, spare and totally ahead of its time. —Meng Jin 
 
A momentous literary debut: the life of a Vietnamese family in America 
luminously observed through the knowing eyes of a child. In 1978 six 
refugees—a girl, her father, and four “uncles”—are pulled from the sea 
to begin a new life in San Diego. In the child’s imagination, the world of 
itchy dresses and run-down apartments is transmuted into an unearthly 
realm: she sees everything intensely, hears the distress calls of 
inanimate objects and waits for her mother to join her. But life loses 
none of its strangeness when the family is reunited. As the girl grows, 
her matter-of-fact innocence eddies increasingly around opaque and 
ghostly traumas: the cataclysm that engulfed her homeland, the 
memory of a brother who drowned and, most inescapable, her father’s 
hopeless rage for a father’s order. In The Gangster We Are All Looking 
For, Lê Thi Diem Thúy has illuminated a world of great beauty and 
enormous sorrows. Here is an authentically original story of finding one’s 
place and voice in America. 

  

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=boat+nam+le&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:42125/one
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=boat+nam+le&te=
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:42125/one


 

  

 

A Gesture Life 
Chang-Rae Lee ©1999 
I love this book so much it’s hard to even explain why! Something about 
the rhythm of the language allowed me to recognize a piece of my 
consciousness as no other book had until that point. —Meng Jin 
 
A Gesture Life is the story of a proper man, an upstanding citizen who 
has come to epitomize the decorous values of his New York suburban 
town. Courteous, honest, hardworking, and impenetrable, Franklin Hata, 
a Japanese man of Korean birth, is careful never to overstep his 
boundaries and to make his neighbors comfortable in his presence. Yet 
as his story unfolds, precipitated by the small events surrounding him, 
we see his life begin to unravel. Gradually we learn the mystery that has 
shaped the core of his being: his terrible, forbidden love for a young 
Korean Comfort Woman when he served as a medic in the Japanese 
army during World War II. In A Gesture Life, Chang-rae Lee leads us with 
dazzling control through a taut, suspenseful story about love, family, and 
community--and the secrets we harbor. As in Native Speaker, he writes 
of the ways outsiders conform in order to survive and the price they pay 
for doing so. It is a haunting, breathtaking display of talent by an 
acclaimed young author. 

  

 

Native Speaker 
Chang-Rae Lee ©2013 
 
The stylish tale of adapting to American life, beautifully repackaged with 
a stunning L for Lee on the cover… L is for Lee and his story of a Korean 
American, Henry Park, who having been left by his wife, finds himself 
forever uncertain of his place in the world, caught between two worlds, 
feeling he has betrayed his culture. 
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The Making of Asian America: A History 
Erika Lee ©2015 
A solid primer on Asian American history that spans the 19th through 
21st centuries. In a review for The Times, Viet Thanh Nguyen wrote that 
Lee “manages the sweep of her history and its multitudes deftly” in an 
achievement both “monumental” and “long overdue.” 
 
An epic history of global journeys and new beginnings, this book shows 
how generations of Asian immigrants and their American-born 
descendants have made and remade Asian American life in the United 
States: sailors who came on the first trans-Pacific ships in the 1500s; 
indentured "coolies" who worked alongside African slaves in the 
Caribbean; and Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, and South Asian 
immigrants who were recruited to work in the United States only to face 
massive racial discrimination, Asian exclusion laws, and for Japanese 
Americans, incarceration during World War II. Over the past fifty years, a 
new Asian America has emerged out of community activism and the 
arrival of new immigrants and refugees. No longer a "despised minority," 
Asian Americans are now held up as America's "model minorities" in 
ways that reveal the complicated role that race still plays in the United 
States. 

  

 

Pachinko 
Min Jin Lee ©2017 
A decade after her international best-selling debut, Free Food for 
Millionaires (2007), Lee's follow-up is an exquisite, haunting epic that 
crosses almost a century, four generations, and three countries while 
depicting an ethnic Korean family that cannot even claim a single shared 
name because, as the opening line attests: History has failed us. In 1910, 
Japan annexes Korea, usurping the country and controlling identity. 
Amid the tragedies that follow, a fisherman and his wife survive through 
sheer tenacity. Their beloved daughter, married to a gentle minister 
while pregnant with another man's child, initiates the migration to Japan 
to join her husband's older brother and wife. Their extended family will 
always live as second-class immigrants; no level of achievement, 
integrity, or grit can change their status as reviled foreigners. Two 
Japanese-born sons choose diverging paths; one grandson hazards a 
further immigration to the other side of the world. Although the 
characters are oppressed by the age-old belief sho ga nai (it can't be 
helped), moments of shimmering beauty and some glory, too, illuminate 
the narrative. Incisively titled (pachinko resemble slot machines with 
pinball characteristics), Lee's profound novel of losses and gains 
explored through the social and cultural implications of pachinko-parlor 
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owners and users is shaped by impeccable research, meticulous plotting, 
and empathic perception. 
 
 

  

 

Dear Friend, From My Life, I Write to You in Your Life 
Yiyun Li ©2017 
A personal love for too many reasons to list, but also a rare unflinching 
and honest look at mental illness, which is often stigmatized in many 
AAPI communities. —Meng Jin 
 
Yiyun Li's searing personal story of hospitalizations for depression and 
thoughts of suicide is interlaced with reflections on the solace and 
affirmations of life and personhood that Li found in reading the journals, 
diaries, and fiction of other writers: William Trevor, Katherine Mansfield, 
and more. 

  

 

Dear Cyborgs 
Eugene Lim ©2017 
A beautifully queer mediation on the politics and art of protest in Asian 
America via the superhero genre, showing how anticapitalist acts of 
refusal can be reimagined in everyday ways. —Keva Bui 
 
A genre-bending novel told through the witty dialogues of three 
superheroes in their down time discussing their origin stories and 
moments of protest against body and state, ultimately weaving an 
intimate path through notions of art, money, resistance, and friendship. 

  

 

The Sympathizer 
Viet Thanh Nguyen ©2015 
Nguyen uses the spy novel to examine the unstable, provisional status of 
Asian Americans, particularly refugees, whose sympathies are vast and 
complicated. Dense and moving and blisteringly funny. —Steph Cha 
 
It is April 1975, and Saigon is in chaos. At his villa, a general of the South 
Vietnamese army is drinking whiskey and, with the help of his trusted 
captain, drawing up a list of those who will be given passage aboard the 
last flights out of the country. The general and his compatriots start a 
new life in Los Angeles, unaware that one among their number, the 
captain, is secretly observing and reporting on the group to a higher-up 
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in the Viet Cong. The Sympathizer is the story of this captain: a man 
brought up by an absent French father and a poor Vietnamese mother, a 
man who went to university in America, but returned to Vietnam to fight 
for the Communist cause. A gripping spy novel, an astute exploration of 
extreme politics, and a moving love story, The Sympathizer explores a 
life between two worlds and examines the legacy of the Vietnam War in 
literature, film, and the wars we fight today. 

  

 

The Committed 
Viet Thanh Nguyen ©2021 
The astonishing sequel to The Sympathizer, winner of the 2016 Pulitzer 
Prize in Fiction, The Committed follows the "man of two minds" as he 
comes to Paris as a refugee. There he and his blood brother Bon try to 
escape their pasts and prepare for their futures by turning their hands to 
capitalism in one of its purest forms: drug dealing. No longer in physical 
danger, but still inwardly tortured by his reeducation at the hands of his 
former best friend, and struggling to assimilate into a dominant culture, 
the Sympathizer is both charmed and disturbed by Paris. As he falls in 
with a group of left-wing intellectuals and politicians who frequent 
dinner parties given by his French Vietnamese "aunt," he finds not just 
stimulation for his mind but also customers for his merchandise-but the 
new life he is making has dangers he has not foreseen. Both literary 
thriller and brilliant novel of ideas, The Committed is a blistering 
portrayal of commitment and betrayal that will cement Viet Thanh 
Nguyen's position in the firmament of American letters. 

  

 

On Gold Mountain: The One-Hundred-Year Odyssey of My Chinese-
American Family 
Lisa See ©1996 
Out of the stories heard in her childhood in Los Angeles's Chinatown and 
years of research, See has constructed this sweeping chronicle of her 
Chinese-American family, a work that takes in stories of racism and 
romance, entrepreneurial genius and domestic heartache, secret 
marriages and sibling rivalries, in a powerful history of two cultures 
meeting in a new world. 
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This Is One Way to Dance 
Sejal Shah ©2020 
A narrative and lyric collection of linked essays that movingly reflects on 
growing up as the daughter of Gujarati immigrants, filled with as much 
dancing and joy as sorrow and pain. —Victoria Chang 
 
The poetic, probing debut from short story writer and essayist Shah 
forcefully tackles the complicated intersection of 'identity, language, 
movement, family, place, and race'. . . . In this sterling collection, Shah 
has created a striking self-portrait. 

  

 

Family Life 
Akhil Sharma ©2014 
Sharma writes badly behaved and troubled immigrants and he’s not 
afraid to go to dark places that much immigrant literature seems to 
avoid. His characters are deeply flawed and deeply human. —Sanjena 
Sathian 
 
Growing up in Delhi in 1978, eight-year-old Ajay Mishra and his older 
brother Birju play cricket on the streets, eagerly waiting for the day they 
can join their father in America. America to the Mishras is, indeed, 
everything they could have imagined and more--until tragedy strikes. 
Young Ajay prays to a God he envisions as Superman, searching for 
direction amid the ruins of his family's new life. Heart-wrenching and 
darkly funny, Family Life is a universal story of a boy torn between duty 
and his own survival. 

  

 

Strangers from a Different Shore: A History of Asian Americans 
Ronald Takaki ©1998 
A seminal and comprehensive history; Times critic Bharati Mukherjee 
called Takaki’s method “extraordinary, seaming together meticulous 
scholarship, impassioned analysis, popular culture and personal 
memoir.” 
 
In an extraordinary blend of narrative history, personal recollection, and 
oral testimony, the author presents a sweeping history of Asian 
Americans. He writes of the Chinese who laid tracks for the 
transcontinental railroad, of plantation laborers in the canefields of 
Hawaii, of "picture brides" marrying strangers in the hope of becoming 
part of the American dream. He tells stories of Japanese Americans 
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behind the barbed wire of U.S. internment camps during World War II, 
Hmong refugees tragically unable to adjust to Wisconsin's alien climate 
and culture, and Asian American students stigmatized by the stereotype 
of the "model minority." 
 
This is a powerful and moving work that will resonate for all Americans, 
who together make up a nation of immigrants from other shores. 

  

 

They Called Us Enemy 
George Takei ©2019 
The star of the original “Star Trek” TV series is also a survivor of Japanese 
internment, the subject of his poignant graphic memoir about a 5-year-
old boy — Takei — whose protective father told him they were going 
“on vacation.” - Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
A stunning graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George 
Takei's childhood imprisoned within American concentration camps 
during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an American icon 
-- and America itself -- in this gripping tale of courage, country, loyalty, 
and love. George Takei has captured hearts and minds worldwide with 
his captivating stage presence and outspoken commitment to equal 
rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up 
as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his 
father's -- and their entire family forced from their home into an 
uncertain future. In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was 
rounded up and shipped to one of ten 'relocation centers', hundreds or 
thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years 
under armed guard. They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of 
those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing up 
under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in 
democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his 
astonishing future. What is American? Who gets to decide? When the 
world is against you, what can one person do?" 
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The Son of Good Fortune 
Lysley Tenorio ©2020 
From award-winning author Lysley Tenorio, comes a big hearted debut novel 
following an undocumented Filipino son as he navigates his relationship with 
his mother, an uncertain future, and the place he calls home. 
 
From award-winning author Lysley Tenorio, comes a big hearted debut novel 
following an undocumented Filipino son as he navigates his relationship with 
his mother, an uncertain future, and the place he calls home 
 
Excel spends his days trying to seem like an unremarkable American teenager. 
When he's not working at The Pie Who Loved Me (a spy-themed pizza shop) or 
passing the time with his girlfriend Sab (occasionally in one of their town's 
seventeen cemeteries), he carefully avoids the spotlight. 
 
But Excel knows that his family is far from normal. His mother, Maxima, was 
once a Filipina B-movie action star who now makes her living scamming men 
online. The old man they live with is not his grandfather, but Maxima's lifelong 
martial arts trainer. And years ago, on Excel's tenth birthday, Maxima revealed 
a secret that he must keep forever. "We are 'TNT'--tago ng tago," she told him, 
"hiding and hiding." Excel is undocumented--and one accidental slip could 
uproot his entire life. 
 
Casting aside the paranoia and secrecy of his childhood, Excel takes a leap, 
joining Sab on a journey south to a ramshackle desert town called Hello City. 
Populated by drifters, old hippies, and washed-up techies--and existing outside 
the normal constructs of American society--Hello City offers Excel a chance to 
forge his own path for the first time. But after so many years of trying to be 
invisible, who does he want to become? And is it possible to put down roots in 
a country that has always considered you an outsider? 
 
Thrumming with energy and at once critical and hopeful, The Son of Good 
Fortune is a luminous story of a mother and son testing the strength of their 
bond to their country--and to each other 
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I Hotel 
Karen Tei Yamashita ©2010 
The Great Asian American Novel traces the rise of the Asian American 
movement through one of the landmark events in its history, the fight by 
activists, organizers and students to defend San Francisco’s I Hotel, 
home to elderly Filipino workers. —Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
Dazzling and ambitious, this hip, multi-voiced fusion of prose, 
playwriting, graphic art, and philosophy spins an epic tale of America's 
struggle for civil rights as it played out in San Francisco's Chinatown. 
Divided into ten novellas, one for each year, I Hotel begins in 1968, when 
Martin Luther King and Bobby Kennedy were assassinated, students took 
to the streets, the Vietnam War raged, and cities burned. 
 
As Karen Yamashita's motley cast of students, laborers, artists, 
revolutionaries, and provocateurs make their way through the history of 
the day, they become caught in a riptide of politics and passion, clashing 
ideologies and personal turmoil. And by the time the survivors unite to 
save the International Hotel--epicenter of the Yellow Power Movement--
their stories have come to define the very heart of the American 
experience. 

  

 

Interior Chinatown 
Charles Yu ©2020 
A smart, engaging, powerful book about the literal roles — Generic Asian 
Man, Pretty Oriental Flower, Kung Fu Guy — of Asian Americans in the 
narrative of our home country. It’s also a fun, high-concept National 
Book Award winner you can read in one day. —Steph Cha 
 
Willis Wu doesn't perceive himself as the protagonist in his own life: he's 
merely Generic Asian Man. Sometimes he gets to be Background 
Oriental Making a Weird Face or even Disgraced Son, but always he is 
relegated to a prop. Yet every day, he leaves his tiny room in a 
Chinatown SRO and enters the Golden Palace restaurant, where Black 
and White, a procedural cop show, is in perpetual production. He's a bit 
player here, too, but he dreams of being Kung Fu Guy--the most 
respected role that anyone who looks like him can attain. Or is it? 
 
After stumbling into the spotlight, Willis finds himself launched into a 
wider world than he's ever known, discovering not only the secret 
history of Chinatown, but the buried legacy of his own family. Infinitely 
inventive and deeply personal, exploring the themes of pop culture, 
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assimilation, and immigration--Interior Chinatown is Charles Yu's most 
moving, daring, and masterful novel yet. 

  

 

Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco 
Judy Yung ©1995 
A wealth of evidence (oral histories, portraits, memoirs, census records) 
is woven together into a coherent but richly detailed narrative of the 
evolving lives of Chinese American women in San Francisco over the first 
half of the 20th century. 
 

  

 

How Much of These Hills is Gold 
C. Pam Zhang ©2020 
Both epic and intimate, blending Chinese symbolism and reimagined 
history with fiercely original language and storytelling, How Much of 
These Hills Is Gold is a haunting adventure story, an unforgettable sibling 
story, and the announcement of a stunning new voice in literature. On a 
broad level, it explores race in an expanding country and the question of 
where immigrants are allowed to belong. But it’s about the memories 
that bind and divide families, and the yearning for home. 

  

 

American Born Chinese [YA Fiction] 
Gene Luen Yang ©2006 
In substance and form, this graphic novel, which moves fluidly from 
realism to satire and myth and back again, unlocked deep truths for me 
about identity. —Charles Yu 
 
A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American Born 
Chinese tells the story of three apparently unrelated characters: Jin 
Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his family only to 
discover that he's the only Chinese-American student at his new school; 
the powerful Monkey King, subject of one of the oldest and greatest 
Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a personification of the ultimate negative 
Chinese stereotype, who is ruining his cousin Danny's life with his yearly 
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visits. Their lives and stories come together with an unexpected twist in 
this action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an amazing 
ride, all the way up to the astonishing climax. 

  

 

Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an American People 
Helen Zia ©2000 
A mix of memoir and reporting by a longtime Asian American organizer 
and activist. —Oliver Wang 
 
This groundbreaking book traces the transformation of Asian Americans 
from a few small, disconnected, and largely invisible ethnic groups into a 
self-identified racial group that is influencing every aspect of American 
society. It explores the events that shocked Asian Americans into motion 
and shaped a new consciousness. 
Helen Zia, the daughter of Chinese immigrants, writes as a personal 
witness to the dramatic changes involving Asian Americans 
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