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The Ballad of Huck & Miguel will be a fun  
summer read, with thematic programs  
and opportunities for community dialogue 
planned around the book throughout  
June and July.

PA S A D E N A  P U B L I C  L I B RA RY ’ S

ONE CITY, ONE STORY
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About the Book 
The Ballad of Huck & Miguel is a retelling 
of Mark Twain’s The Adventures of  
Huckleberry Finn. In it, author Tim  
DeRoche dares to imagine that Huck Finn 
is alive today. Chased by his vengeful 
and psychotic father, Pap, Huck escapes 
down the concrete gash that is the  
Los Angeles River with his friend Miguel, 

an illegal immigrant who has been falsely accused of murder. 
Riding the dangerous waters of a rainstorm, the two fugitives 
meet a strange cast of Angelenos, both animal and human, 
who live down by the river. And they learn the true value of love 
and loyalty. The Ballad of Huck and Miguel is not only a thrilling 
urban adventure, but also an inspired tribute to one of the 
most beloved novels ever written.

About the  
Author and  
Illustrator 
A native of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and graduate 
of Pomona College,  
DeRoche is a writer, 
consultant and filmmaker. He is the author of three books, The 
Ballad of Huck & Miguel published in 2018 and two new works 
soon to be released. He lives with his wife, Simone, and two 
kids in the Mount Washington neighborhood of Los Angeles.

A native Angeleno, with family roots in the small town of El 
Teúl, Zacatecas, Mexico, illustrator Daniel González’ began his 
formal training as an artist at age 12, when he enrolled in a free 
after-school art program. During his six years in that program, 
he participated in the completion of 35 different mural projects 
before going on to study graphic design at the California  
College of Arts and Crafts and UCLA. Now a printmaker based 
in Highland Park, he occasionally teaches printmaking at Self 
Help Graphics & Art. 

All of the following One City, One Story Summer Edition events are open to  
the public and free of charge.

The Ballad of Huck & Miguel is available for check-out in book format at all 
Pasadena public libraries, and for sale at local bookstores.

PASADENA
P U B L I C
L I B R A R Y

About Pasadena’s One City, One Story 
Now in its 17th year, One City, One Story is designed to 
broaden and deepen an appreciation of reading and literature 
by recommending a compelling book that sparks a community 
conversation on important issues.  
http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory

Summer Reading  
Kick-off 
Join us as we kick off a  
summer of fun at the Library!
Celebrate our One City, One Story  
Summer Edition, featuring The Ballad  
of Huck and Miguel by Tim DeRoche  
and illustrated by Daniel González. 

Featuring:
•  Southern river music.
•  A special visit from Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn and Becky Thatcher.
•  Fun crafts for all ages.
•  Count me in “Mississippilessly,” Theatre Americana’s floating  
 show featuring songs from the musical “Showboat.”
•  Author Tim DeRoche and illustrator Daniel González, sharing their  
 experiences writing and illustrating The Ballad of Huck & Miguel,  
 followed by Q & A. Books will be available for sale and signing.
 Saturday, June 8 • 1-4:30 p.m.  
 Pasadena Central Library, 285 E. Walnut St.

One City, One Story is sponsored by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library, 
Pasadena Festival of Women Authors and the Pasadena Literary Alliance. 

EXHIBITS  
Central Library • 285 E. Walnut St.

Artwork Display • Daniel González
Illustrator of The Ballad of Huck & Miguel,  

2019 One City, One Story Summer Edition 
North Entry • East Side

The Ballad of Huck & Miguel
Community Book Discussions
Take part in one or all of these community discussions centered on our 
One City, One Story 2019 Summer Edition book selection.

Allendale Book Discussion Group
Saturday, June 1 • 10:30 a.m. 
Allendale Branch Library
1130 S. Marengo Ave.
 
Book Chit Chat 
Tuesday, June 4 • 6:30 p.m. 
Hastings Branch Library
3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.

Hill Avenue Book Discussion Group
Saturday, June 15 • 10:30 a.m. 
Hill Avenue Branch Library
55 S. Hill Ave.

West Pasadena Book  
Discussion Group
Saturday, June 15 • 11 a.m. 
Linda Vista Branch Library
1281 Bryant St.

Rave Reviews
Monday, June 24 • 2 p.m. 
Lamanda Park Branch Library
140 S. Altadena Dr.
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Bicycling 101 Presentation
Join us for a quick overview of bike basics, rules of the road, and things to 
know about bike safety. This one-hour classroom-only, off-bike session will 
help expand your overall bike knowledge as part of Metro’s Bicycle Education 
Safety Training (BEST) Program. In addition, representatives from Metro’s Los 
Angeles River Path Project will provide a quick overview on recent updates 
to the proposed eight-mile shared use bicycle and pedestrian path extension 
from Elysian Valley, through Downtown Los Angeles and the City of Maywood.

Who Should Sign Up:
If you know how to ride a bike, but you aren’t comfortable using a bike for 
everyday travel or recreation, then this class may be for you. This class  
covers bike safety basics with an engaging and interactive presentation  
and encourages participants to sign up for a class with on-bike instruction.
 
What You’ll Learn:
• What I Need to Bike: Choosing a Bike / Helmet Fit / Lights / Locks
• Things to Know Before Hitting the Streets: ABC Quick Check /  
 Route Planning / Bike Parking / Bike Infrastructure
• Biking on City Streets: Rules of the Road / Navigating Common Hazards /  
 Bikes and Transit
• Bike Services / Events Offered by Metro

Pre-registration is preferred for this class, but walk-ins are welcome too.  
Attendees are encouraged to bring a friend or family member with them.  
Sign up at: http://bike101-pasadenalibrary.eventbrite.com
Saturday, June 22 • 2-3 p.m. 
Central Library/Donald Wright Auditorium, 285 E. Walnut St.

Bike 1 - Back to Basics
Has it been a while since you’ve been on a bike? Do you want to learn how to 
bike safely? Join us for this on-bike class and learn about bike safety. Improve 
your bicycling skills, and learn how to start, stop, scan and signal with  
confidence. Please bring your own bike. All class participants will receive a 
free helmet and a set of bike lights. We’ll show you how to adjust your bike  
and helmet before a ride, and teach you how to perform a simple inspection  
to ensure your bike is road-ready. For adults and teens, ages 13 and up.  
Participants under 18 must complete an Accident Waiver and Liability  
Release upon arrival. This is not a learn-to-ride class. 

Who Should Sign Up:
If you know how to ride a bike, but you aren’t comfortable using a bicycle for 
everyday travel or recreation, then this class may be for you. To build rider  
confidence, this class covers the basics of bike handling and shows  
participants how to improve their bike-control skills. 

What You’ll Learn:
• What I Need to Bike: Helmet Fit / Lights / Locks
• Things to Know Before Hitting the Streets: ABC Quick Check /  
 Bike Parking / Bike Infrastructure
• Basic Bike Handling Skills: Balance / Mount & Dismount / Steering /  
 Signaling / Scanning
• Bike Services / Events Offered by Metro
Pre-registration is required.  
Sign up at: http://bike1-pasadenalibrary.eventbrite.com
Saturday, June 29 • 10-11:30 a.m. • Central Library/West Parking Lot

Bike 2 – Rules of the Road
Do you want to make bicycling part of your daily travel routine, but you’re 
not sure where to start?   Learn how to bike on city streets safely and legally, 
the rules of the road, how to plan your route, and tips for safe travel. From 
what to wear to bicycling etiquette, we’ve got you covered! On-bike  
instruction will occur as well. Please bring your own bike. For adults and 
teens, ages 13 and up. Participants under 18 must complete an Accident 
Waiver and Liability Release upon arrival. This is not a learn-to-ride class.

Who Should Sign Up:
If you are comfortable getting on a bike, but nervous about navigating 
neighborhood streets, then this class may be for you. This class will help you 
understand the rules of the road and provide practical skills so that you are 
able to navigate city streets safely and use bikes for everyday travel.

What You’ll Learn:
• Things to Know Before Hitting the Streets: ABC Quick Check /  
 Route Planning / Bike Parking / Bike Infrastructure
• Biking on City Streets: Rules of the Road / Navigating Common Hazards
• Biking and Transit: Riding around Transit / Taking Bikes on Trains and Buses
• Bike Services / Events Offered by Metro
Pre-registration is required.  
Sign up at: http://bike2-pasadenalibrary.eventbrite.com
Saturday, July 27 • 10 a.m.-noon. 
Central Library/West Parking Lot, 285 E. Walnut St.
                                                                                                                             

Bike 3 – Street Skills & Arroyo Seco Trail Ride 
Do you want to be more comfortable and confident when cycling on city 
roads? Do you want to practice your bike-handling skills in a real-world 
setting? Join us to practice safe riding with a group of beginning cyclists. 
Please bring your own bike. This is not a learn-to-ride class.

This is a special opportunity for Pasadena Library cardholders and partici-
pants of the One City, One Story Summer Reading Program to learn more 
about the LA River and experience the Arroyo Seco Bike Trail. You’ll learn 
cycling etiquette, practice riding in a real-world setting, and make pit stops 
along the Arroyo Seco Bike Trail to appreciate the LA River. For adults and 
teens, ages 13 and up. Participants under 18 must complete an Accident 
Waiver and Liability Release upon arrival.

Who Should Sign Up:
If you are comfortable getting on a bike and want to gain more experience 
bicycling on city streets in a group setting, this class may be for you. This 
ride will apply practical skills and critical thinking in real-world settings and 
will build off skills learned in the Bike 1 and Bike 2 level classes.

What You’ll Learn:
• Biking on City Streets: Rules of the Road / Navigating Common Hazards /  
 Group Etiquette / Sharing Paths and Trails
• Biking and Transit: Riding around Transit / Taking Bikes on Trains and Buses
• Bike Services / Events Offered by Metro
Pre-registration is required.  
Sign up at: http://bike3-pasadenalibrary.eventbrite.com 
Saturday, Aug. 3 • 9 a.m.-noon  
Arroyo Seco Bike Trail  
(Arroyo Seco Park, 649 Stoney Dr., South  Pasadena 91030)

EVENTS
LA RIVER METRO BICYCLE SERIES

Learn bike handling skills, bike safety, rules of the road and street skills, and then practice biking in the real world by exploring the  
Arroyo Seco trail. Presented in partnership with LA Metro’s Bicycle Education Safety Training (BEST) Program, LA River Path Project  

and People for Mobility Justice. All class participants get a free helmet and a set of bike lights! For PPL cardholders only and  
participants in the One City, One Story Summer Reading program. 
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The Library often photographs or videotapes 
programs for use in publicity materials. By 
attending these activities, you consent to use 
of your appearance or likeness by the Library, 
and its licensees, designees, or assignees,  
in all media, worldwide, in perpetuity.  
To ensure the privacy of individuals and 
children, images will not be identified using 
names or personal identifying information 
without written approval from the photo-
graphed subject, parent or legal guardian.

Join 
us on

facebook.com/pasadenalibrary

Follow 
us on

twitter.com/pasadenalibrary

For accessibility information  
or to request an accommodation, 
please contact (626) 744-7311 or 
pasadena311@cityofpasadena.net. 
Providing at least 72 hours’ notice 
prior to the event will help ensure 
availability.

Artist Studio  
Open House
Did you like the illustrations in 
The Ballad of Huck & Miguel? 
Do you want to learn more 
about them and about the  
artist who created them?  
Then join us for an Open 
House at Printgonzalez, the 
studio of artist and illustrator 
Daniel González. Discover what 
inspires him. View his most 
recently completed works and 
see what he is working on now.
Friday, June 21 • 6:30–9 p.m.  
Printgonzalez  
5384 Huntington Drive  
South Los Angeles 90032

Discover the  
LA River Rover
This 38’ Mobile Visitor and Education 
Center travels the streets and  
freeways of Los Angeles, bringing 
the LA River to you. Designed to 
educate the curious of all ages,  
the River Rover takes you through  
a tour of the river’s past, present 
and future. You’ll learn about the  
LA River watershed at the interactive 
watershed table, touch beaver and 
coyote pelts, listen to the song of 
the Least Bell’s Vireo, and design 
the river as you want to see it in  
the future. For all ages.
Saturday, July 6 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Central Library Parking Lot 
285 E. Walnut St. 

The Many Worlds  
of Huckleberry Finn
Join this illustrated talk that  
interweaves Mark Twain’s and  
Tim De Roche’s novels and their 
respective river settings into  
conversation together. Presented  
by Peter J. Blodgett, Ph.D., H. Russell 
Smith Foundation Curator of  
Western American History, The  
Huntington Library, Art Collections, 
and Botanical Gardens.
Saturday, July 27 • 2 p.m. 
Central Library/Donald Wright  
Auditorium, 285 E. Walnut St.

Screening of Ken 
Burns’ Mark Twain
Considered the funniest man of 
his time, Mark Twain was a critic 
of human nature who used his 
humor to attack hypocrisy, greed 
and racism. As America’s best-
loved author, he created some  
of its most memorable characters 
and quotes. Director Ken Burns 
digs beneath the legend to  
discover the true Twain and 
reveals his extraordinary life, filled 
with adventure and literary pursuit, 
incredible success and defeat, 
comedy and tragedy.
Saturday, Aug. 3 • 2 p.m. 
Central Library/Donald Wright 
Auditorium, 285 E. Walnut St.
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SPONSORS
•  The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library
•  Pasadena Literary Alliance – Pasadena Festival of Women Authors

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
•  Friends of the Los Angeles River
•  Los Angeles Country Metropolitan  
 Transportation Authority’s Bicycle  
 Education Safety Training (BEST) Program
•  Los Angeles River Path Project 
•  Metro People for Mobility Justice
•  Theatre Americana

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
• Dr. Peter Blodgett


