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Boy Erased 
Garrard Conley ©2016 
The son of a Baptist pastor and deeply embedded in church life in small 
town Arkansas, as a young man Garrard Conley was terrified and 
conflicted about his sexuality. 
  
When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college student, he was outed to 
his parents, and was forced to make a life-changing decision: either 
agree to attend a church-supported conversion therapy program that 
promised to "cure" him of homosexuality; or risk losing family, friends, 
and the God he had prayed to every day of his life. Through an 
institutionalized Twelve-Step Program heavy on Bible study, he was 
supposed to emerge heterosexual, ex-gay, cleansed of impure urges and 
stronger in his faith in God for his brush with sin. Instead, even when 
faced with a harrowing and brutal journey, Garrard found the strength 
and understanding to break out in search of his true self and forgiveness. 
  
By confronting his buried past and the burden of a life lived in shadow, 
Garrard traces the complex relationships among family, faith, and 
community. At times heart-breaking, at times triumphant, this memoir is 
a testament to love that survives despite all odds. 
92 CONLEY,G 

  

 

Untamed 
Glennon Doyle ©2020 
There is a voice of longing inside each woman. We strive so mightily to 
be good: good partners, daughters, mothers, employees, and friends. 
We hope all this striving will make us feel alive. Instead, it leaves us 
feeling weary, stuck, overwhelmed, and underwhelmed. We look at our 
lives and wonder: Wasn't it all supposed to be more beautiful than this? 
We quickly silence that question, telling ourselves to be grateful, hiding 
our discontent--even from ourselves. 
 
For many years, Glennon Doyle denied her own discontent. Then, while 
speaking at a conference, she looked at a woman across the room and 
fell instantly in love. Three words flooded her mind: There She Is. At first, 
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Glennon assumed these words came to her from on high. But she soon 
realized they had come to her from within. This was her own voice--the 
one she had buried beneath decades of numbing addictions, cultural 
conditioning, and institutional allegiances. This was the voice of the girl 
she had been before the world told her who to be. Glennon decided to 
quit abandoning herself and to instead abandon the world's 
expectations of her. She quit being good so she could be free. She quit 
pleasing and started living. 
 
Soulful and uproarious, forceful and tender, Untamed is both an intimate 
memoir and a galvanizing wake-up call. It is the story of how one woman 
learned that a responsible mother is not one who slowly dies for her 
children, but one who shows them how to fully live. It is the story of 
navigating divorce, forming a new blended family, and discovering that 
the brokenness or wholeness of a family depends not on its structure 
but on each member's ability to bring her full self to the table. And it is 
the story of how each of us can begin to trust ourselves enough to set 
boundaries, make peace with our bodies, honor our anger and 
heartbreak, and unleash our truest, wildest instincts so that we become 
women who can finally look at ourselves and say: There She Is. 
92 DOYLE, G 

  

 

All My Mother’s Lovers 
Ilana Masad ©2020 
Intimacy has always eluded twenty-seven-year-old Maggie Krause--
despite being brought up by married parents, models of domestic bliss--
until, that is, Lucia came into her life. But when Maggie's mom, Iris, dies 
in a car crash, Maggie returns home only to discover a withdrawn dad, 
an angry brother, and, along with Iris's will, five sealed envelopes, each 
addressed to a mysterious man she's never heard of. 
 
In an effort to run from her own grief and discover the truth about Iris--
who made no secret of her discomfort with her daughter's sexuality--
Maggie embarks on a road trip, determined to hand-deliver the letters 
and find out what these men meant to her mother. Maggie quickly 
discovers Iris's second, hidden life, which shatters everything Maggie 
thought she knew about her parents' perfect relationship. What is she 
supposed to tell her father and brother? And how can she deal with her 
own relationship when her whole world is in freefall? 
 
Told over the course of a funeral and shiva, and written with enormous 
wit and warmth, All My Mother's Lovers  is the exciting debut novel from 
fiction writer and book critic Ilana Masad. A unique meditation on the 
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universality and particularity of family ties and grief, and a tender and 
biting portrait of sex, gender, and identity, A ll My Mother's Lovers 
challenges us to question the nature of fulfilling relationships. 
FIC MASAD, I 

  

 

The Guncle 
Steven Rowley ©2021 
Patrick, or Gay Uncle Patrick (GUP, for short), has always loved his niece, 
Maisie, and nephew, Grant. That is, he loves spending time with them 
when they come out to Palm Springs for weeklong visits, or when he 
heads home to Connecticut for the holidays. But in terms of caretaking 
and relating to two children, no matter how adorable, Patrick is, 
honestly, overwhelmed. 
 
So when tragedy strikes and Maisie and Grant lose their mother and 
Patrick's brother has a health crisis of his own, Patrick finds himself 
suddenly taking on the role of primary guardian. Despite having a set of 
"Guncle Rules" ready to go, Patrick has no idea what to expect, having 
spent years barely holding on after the loss of his great love, a 
somewhat-stalled acting career, and a lifestyle not-so-suited to a six- and 
a nine-year-old. Quickly realizing that parenting--even if temporary--isn't 
solved with treats and jokes, Patrick's eyes are opened to a new sense of 
responsibility, and the realization that, sometimes, even being larger 
than life means you're unfailingly human. 
FIC ROWLEY, S 

  

 

Sorrowland 
Rivers Solomon ©2021 
A triumphant, genre-bending breakout novel from one of the boldest 
new voices in contemporary fiction. Vern--seven months pregnant and 
desperate to escape the strict religious compound where she was raised-
-flees for the shelter of the woods. There, she gives birth to twins, and 
plans to raise them far from the influence of the outside world. 
 
But even in the forest, Vern is a hunted woman. Forced to fight back 
against the community that refuses to let her go, she unleashes 
incredible brutality far beyond what a person should be capable of, her 
body wracked by inexplicable and uncanny changes. To understand her 
metamorphosis and to protect her small family, Vern has to face the 
past, and more troublingly, the future--outside the woods. Finding the 
truth will mean uncovering the secrets of the compound she fled but 
also the violent history in America that produced it. 
FIC SOLOMON,S 
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Fairest 
Meredith Talusan ©2020 
As a boy with albinism, coping with the strain of parental neglect in a 
rural Philippine village, Talusan found childhood comfort in America 
from her devoted grandmother, a grounding force as she was treated by 
others with special preference or public curiosity. As an immigrant to the 
United States, Talusan came to be perceived as white. An academic 
scholarship to Harvard required Talusan to navigate through the 
complex spheres of race, class, sexuality, and her place within the gay 
community. She emerged as an artist and an activist questioning the 
boundaries of gender. Talusan realized she did not want to be confined 
to a prescribed role as a man, and transitioned to become a woman, 
despite the risk of losing a man she deeply loved. 
92 TALUSAN,M 

  

 

Real Life 
Brandon Taylor ©2020 
A novel of rare emotional power that excavates the social intricacies of a 
late-summer weekend -- and a lifetime of buried pain. Almost everything 
about Wallace, an introverted African-American transplant from 
Alabama, is at odds with the lakeside Midwestern university town where 
he is working toward a biochem degree. For reasons of self-preservation, 
Wallace has enforced a wary distance even within his own circle of 
friends -- some dating each other, some dating women, some feigning 
straightness. But a series of confrontations with colleagues, and an 
unexpected encounter with a young straight man, conspire to fracture 
his defenses, while revealing hidden currents of resentment and desire 
that threaten the equilibrium of their community. 
FIC TAYLOR, B 

  

 

Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story 
Jacob Tobia ©2019 
Tobia, who uses they and their as pronouns, is a gifted storyteller. Their 
fascinating story begins with life as a feminine little boy, whose best 
friends were girls, to graduation summa cum laude from Duke as a proud 
trans person. Along the way, it's a classic coming-of-age story that 
doubles as a quest to discover one's gender identity. "Sissy," they write, 
"was the first gender identity I ever had, the first word the world ever 
gave me." Gay (a term Tobia detests) arrives later as they come out of 
the closet and begin to reject a binary identity. Other words follow as 
they mature: transgender, genderqueer, nonbinary, gender 
nonconforming, etc. Words are obviously important in considering 
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gender, but so is incident. A transformative moment comes when, as a 
teenager, Tobia buys a pair of women's shoes—with high heels, no 
less—and ultimately wears them to church. Surprisingly—for a gay 
person—they write, "Church was my saving grace." Nevertheless, their 
relationship with their church becomes uneasy at one significant point 
before they are able to return to its grace. The most interesting part of 
the story, however, concerns Tobia's years at Duke, where, they note, 
they were a "Big Queen on Campus." These were also the years when 
they ultimately found their gender as a trans person. Always thoughtful, 
Tobia writes extremely well, with insight, lucidity, occasional anger, and, 
when things get too serious, wit. 
92 TOBIA, J 

  

 

Love and Resistance: Out of the Closet Into the Stonewall Era 
Kay Tobin Lahusen and Diana Davies, Photographers ©2019 
A ragtag group of women behind a police line in the rain. A face in a 
crowd holding a sign that says, "Hi Mom, Guess What!" at an LGBT rights 
rally. Two lovers kissing under a tree. These indelible images are among 
the hundreds housed in the New York Public Library's archive of 
photographs of LGBT history from photojournalists Kay Tobin Lahusen 
and Diana Davies. 
 
This powerful collection--which captures the energy, humor, and 
humanity of the groundbreaking protests that surrounded the Stonewall 
Riots--celebrates the diversity of the LGBT rights movement, both in the 
subjects of the photos and by presenting Lahusen and Davies' distinctive 
work and perspectives in conversation with each other. A preface, 
captions, and part introductions from curator Jason Baumann provide 
illuminating historical context. And an introduction from best-selling 
author Roxane Gay speaks to the continued importance of these iconic 
photos of resistance. 
306.766 LOV 

  



 

  

 

Lot 
Bryan Washington ©2019 
In the city of Houston - a sprawling, diverse microcosm of America - the son of 
a black mother and a Latino father is coming of age. He's working at his family's 
restaurant, weathering his brother's blows, resenting his older sister's absence. 
And discovering he likes boys. 
 
Around him, others live and thrive and die in Houston's myriad neighborhoods: 
a young woman whose affair detonates across an apartment complex, a ragtag 
baseball team, a group of young hustlers, hurricane survivors, a local drug 
dealer who takes a Guatemalan teen under his wing, a reluctant chupacabra. 
 
Bryan Washington's brilliant, viscerally drawn world vibrates with energy, wit, 
raw power, and the infinite longing of people searching for home. With soulful 
insight into what makes a community, a family, and a life, Lot explores trust 
and love in all its unsparing and unsteady forms. 
FIC WASHINGTON, B 
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