
Introduced by Council member __ H_am_p_t_o_n ____________ _ 

ORDINANCE NO. __ 73
_

7
_9 ___ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER 8.63 TO TITLE 8 
OF THE PASADENA MUNICPAL CODE PERTAINING TO DISPOSABLE 
ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEMS OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS 
AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. _7_3_7_9 ___ , due to its length and corresponding 

cost of publication, will be published by title and summary as permitted by Section 508 

of the Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

Ordinance No. 73 79 will amend Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal Code 
by adding a new chapter 8.63 to require restaurants and other food service 
providers to only provide disposable accessory foodware items upon the request 
of the customer. 

Ordinance No. 7379 shall require third-party, app-based delivery 
platforms to include on their platforms an option for customers to affirmatively 
request disposable food service accessories. 

Ordinance No. 7379 

title and summary." 
shall take effect 30 days following its publication by 

SECTION 2. A new Chapter 8.63 is added to Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal 

Code to read as follows: 

"Chapter 8.63. DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEM OPT-IN 
REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY 
PLATFORMS 

8.63.010 - SHORT TITLE. 

This ordinance shall be known and designated as the "Disposable Accessory 
Foodware Item" ordinance. 
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8.63.020 - PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE. 

The purpose of the ordinance codified in this chapter is to require customers to 
affirmatively request these disposable accessories rather than giving out the items with 
all orders in order to reduce and prevent the presence of this type of litter in the 
environment and to promote environmentally sustainable practices in the City. 

8.63.030 - DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

A. "Accessory Foodware Item" means any item used or provided by the Food 
Service Provider to consume food or beverages, other than the containers 
holding the food or beverage. Accessory Foodware Items include condiment 
cups and packets, straws, utensils (forks, spoons, sparks, knives, chopsticks), 
drink stirrers, beverage spill plugs, napkins and other drink or food 
accoutrements. 

B. "City" means the City of Pasadena 
C. "Customer" means an individual, the individual's agent or caregiver. 
D. "Delivery Customer" means a Customer who purchases Prepared Food or 

Beverages from a Food or Beverage Facility and has the Prepared Food or 
Beverages delivered to him or her by the Food or Beverage Facility or by a third 
party delivery service. 

E. "Director" means the director of the department of public works and is hereby 
designated as the administrator and enforcement official under Chapters 1.25 
and 1.26 of this code. 

F. "Disposable" means items designed to be used once or a limited number of times 
and then discarded, whether the item is non-recyclable, recyclable or 
compostable. 

G. "Food Service Provider" means a facility located in the City of Pasadena that 
sells or otherwise provides Prepared Food or Beverages for consumption on or 
off its premises, and includes but is not limited to, a shop sales outlet, restaurant, 
bar, pub, coffee shop, coffee stand, juice bar, cafeteria, caterer, convenience 
store, liquor store, grocery store, supermarket, delicatessen, mobile food truck, 
roadside stand, kiosks, carts, or a Vendor or any organization, group or individual 
that regularly provides Prepared Food or Beverages as part of its service. 

H. "Person" means a natural person, joint venture, joint stock company, partnership, 
association, club, company, corporation, business trust, or organization, or the 
manager, lessee, agent, servant, office or employee of any of them. 

I. "Prepared Food or Beverage" means any food or beverage prepared for 
consumption using any cooking, packaging, or food preparation technique, 
including by not limited to cooking, chopping, slicing, mixing, freezing, squeezing, 
or brewing, and which requires no further preparation to be consumed. Prepared 
Food includes uncooked fruits or vegetables, "take-out" food, or food prepared to 
be consumed off the Food Service Establishment premises. Prepared Food 
does not include any uncooked meat, fish or poultry. 
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J. "Take-out Customer" means a Customer who purchases Prepared Food or 
Beverages at a Food or Beverage Facility and consumes it off the premises of 
the Food or Beverage Facility. 

8.63.040- LIMITATION ON THE USE OF DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE 
ITEMS. 

A. Restaurants and other Food Service Providers shall only provide Disposable 
Accessory Foodware Items upon the request of the Customer. This provision 
does not prohibit a restaurant or other Food Service Provider from asking a 
Customer if they would like Disposable Accessory Foodware Items with their 
order or providing self-service dispensers. 

B. Third-party App-based Delivery Platforms shall include an option during the 
ordering process to allow the delivery Customer to affirmatively request 
Disposable Accessory Foodware Items as a part of their delivery or takeout 
order. 

8.63.050-ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

The Director may adopt administrative rules and regulations not inconsistent with 
provisions of this chapter and state law as needed for the purpose of clarifying any of 
the administrative requirements of this chapter, such as but not limited to specifying the 
types of disposable foodware that meet the requirements of this chapter and/or 
establishing frequency and protocol of City regulatory inspections and overall 
compliance monitoring. A proposed rule or regulation shall be posted at City Hall and 
public counters, providing notice that it is to be considered for adoption no earlier than 
21 calendar days from the date on the posted notice and indicating the manner in which 
written comments may be provided to the Director. A copy of the final adopted rule or 
regulation shall be posted in City Hall and public counters no later than 10 days prior to 
the effective date of the rule or regulation. A copy of all adopted administrative rules and 
regulations shall be on file in the Director's office. 

8.63.60 - EXEMPTION FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THIS CHAPTER. 

Emergency supplies and services. 

8.63.070 - AUTHORITY TO INSPECT AND TO MONITOR. 

The Director or his designee may inspect and monitor affected locations to determine 
compliance with this chapter. 

8.63.080 - OPERATIVE DATE. 

Restaurants and other Food Service Providers shall comply with the requirements of the 
Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Ordinance within 30 days following the adoption 
of the Ordinance. 
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8.63.090 - APPEAL. 

Any person or entity aggrieved by any decision or finding under the provisions of this 
chapter with respect to citations for violations of this chapter or granting or denying an 
application for an exemption from compliance with this chapter, may appeal such 
decision or finding. An appeal must be filed within 3 days after receipt of notice of any 
protested decision or finding by filing with the Director a letter of appeal briefly stating 
therein the basis for such appeal. A hearing shall be held on a date no more than 10 
days after receipt of the letter of appeal. Appellant shall be given at least 5 days' notice 
of the time and place of the hearing. A hearing officer, appointed by the city manager, 
shall give the appellant, and any other interested party, a reasonable opportunity to be 
heard, in order to show cause why the decision or finding should not be upheld. In all 
such cases, the burden of proof shall be upon the appellant to show that there was no 
substantial evidence to support the decision or finding appealed. At the conclusion of 
the hearing, the hearing officer shall make a final and conclusive determination. The 
appeal process set forth in this section does not apply to administrative citations 
pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or to orders to comply pursuant to Chapter 1.26. 

8.67.100 -VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER. 

It shall be unlawful and a violation of this chapter to fail to comply with any provision of 
this chapter. 

8.67.110 - ENFORCEMENT AND VIOLATION-PENALTY. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to violate the provisions of this chapter. A 
violation of this chapter shall be punishable under the administrative citation 
procedures set forth in Chapters 1.25 and 1.26. The fine imposed for a particular 
violation shall be in the amount set forth in the administrative citation schedule 
established by resolution of the city council pursuant to Section 1.26.060. The 
Director has primary responsibility for enforcement of this chapter. 

B. All fines collected pursuant ·to this chapter shall be deposited in the refuse fund to 
assist the Department with· its costs of implementing and enforcing the 
requirements of this chapter. 

8.67.120 - REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. 

To the maximum extent permitted by law, administrative remedies specified in this 
chapter are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and all other remedies, civil 
or criminal. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. 

8.67.130 -SEVERABILITY. 

lf any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
chapter, or any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid or 
ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
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validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this chapter or any part thereof. The 
city council hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, 
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter irrespective of the 
fact that one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, 
clauses or phrase be declared unconstitutional or invalid or effective. To this end the 
provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable." 

Section 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following its publication by 

title and summary. 

Signed and approved this __ 2_n_d __ day of August I 2021, 

V1 or M. Gordo 
Mayor of the City of Pasa 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance wasfdogt~d by the City 
Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting on 2nd day of~ ~'o21 by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Hampton, Kennedy, Madison, Rivas, 
Williams, Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Councilmember Masuda 

ABSTAIN: None 
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Published: August 5, 2021 

APPROVED AS TrORM: 

~ 
Deborah A. Wordham 
Deputy City Attorney 

Mark J 
City Cler 

~ ________, 
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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: 

FROM: 

City Council 

City Attorney 

DATE: July 19, 2021 

SUBJECT: DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEMS ORDINANCE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 8.63 TO 
TITLE 8 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "DISPOSABLE 
ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEM OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS 
AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS" 

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE: 

The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the dispensing of disposable accessory 
foodware items to reduce waste by requiring restaurants and other food services 
providers to provide disposable accessory foodware items only upon request by the 
customer, and to require third-party app-based delivery platforms to include an option 
for customers to request disposable accessory foodware items with their food and 
beverage orders. This ordinance also supports the City's adopted Green City Action 
Plan goals of reducing the volume of landfill waste; reducing the use of disposable 
product category; protecting the watershed; and helping to promote a clean and 
sustainable environment. 

REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

At its April 12, 2021 meeting, the City Council directed the City Attorney to prepare this 
ordinance. 

08/02/2021 

MEETING OF _::::0-1./l9JaOal 

AGENDA ITEM NO. -±6- 12 



Disposable Accessory Foodware Items Ordinance 
July 19, 2021 
Page 2 of 3 

COMPARISON WITH ORDINANCES OF NEIGHBORING JURISDICTIONS: 

At its June 21, 2021 meeting the City Council requested additional information from 
staff concerning ordinances adopted by other jurisdictions. 

Public Works staff compared the accessory foodware ordinances recently adopted by 
the cities of Alhambra, Santa Monica and Los Angeles and the County of Los 
Angeles. (See Attachment A.) All of these adopted ordinances prohibit providing 
accessory foodware items unless requested by the customer and permit offering the 
items to drive-thru and delivery customers. The cities of Alhambra and Santa Monica 
and County of Los Angeles ordinances also permit offering foodware items to dine-in 
and take-out customers, whereas the City of Los Angeles ordinance prohibits it. The 
City of Los Angeles also prohibits providing self-service foodware dispensers or 
stations. 

On March 23, 2021, the Municipal Services Committee (MSC) directed staff to draft an 
ordinance that would require disposable accessory foodware items be made available 
to customers for takeout and delivery only upon customer request (the ordinance would 
allow restaurants to notify customers that disposable accessory foodware items are 
available but would prohibit automatically providing such items with an order). In 
addition, the ordinance would require third-party and app-based delivery platforms to 
include an option for a customer to affirmatively request disposable accessory 
foodware items when placing an order. MSC emphasized that the proposed ordinance 
should be consistent with Pasadena's surrounding communities and asked staff 
collaborate with the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce and the California Restaurant 
Association in developing the specifics of the ordinance. 

The City Manager recommends that the City adopt the proposed City of Pasadena 
ordinance which is consistent with the City of Alhambra, City of Santa Monica and 
County of Los Angeles' ordinances. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The Public Works Department and Department of Public Health will be affected by this 
ordinance. 



Disposable Accessory Foodware Items Ordinance 
July 19, 2021 
Page 3 of 3 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 

On April 12, 2021, the Council determined that the proposed action is exempt from 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3), the "general rule" that CEQA only applies to 
projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Staff anticipates spending up to $10,000 of the Fiscal Year 2021 Waste/Recycling 
budget for print ads publicizing the ordinance and for printing flyers and other program 
materials to educate the business community and public about this new requirement. 

py;;:JJ_ 
Deborah A. Wordham 
Deputy City Attorney 

I 

------'----L..======---____,, 

Concurred by: 

Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele Beal Bagn 1 

City Attorney 



Attachment A 

Comparison of Disposable Accessory Foodware Ordinances 

Specifics Pasadena Los Angeles County Alhambra City of Los Angeles Santa Monica• 

Status of ordinance In progress Adopted June 8, 2021 Adopted April 12, 2021 Adopted April 22, 2021 Adopted August 28, 2018 

Effective July 8, 2021 Effective May 22, 2021 Effective November 15, 2021 Effective January 1, 2019 

Enforcement November 15, 2021 Enforcement May 22, 2021 Enforcement May 15, 2022 Enforcement July 1, 2019 

Permits providing foodware 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ items upon customer's 

request 
Permits offering foodware 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ items to dine-in or take out 
customers 
Permits offering foodware 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ items to drive-thru and 
delivery customers 
Prohibits self-serve 
foodware dispensers and ✓ 
stations 
Requires on-line food orders 
provide option to ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
affirmatively request 
foodware items 
Citation Fees Warning - no fine Food Facilities No citation fees specified in 1st & 2nd violation - no fee Warning no fine 

1" $115 Up to $10O/day; ordinance Per Subsequent - $25/day 1st $75 

2nd $236 Max. $1,0OO/year Maximum $3OO/year 2nd $93.75 

3rd $594 Third-11arty Vendors 3rd $112.S 
Persubsequent$1OOO Up to $100 first day; Repeat violations City 
Referred to City $200 each additional day Attorney 

Attorney 

* The City of Santa Monica prohibits the use of non-marine degradable disposable food service ware. 



Introduced by Councilmember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7379 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER 8.63 TO TITLE 8 
OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO DISPOSABLE 
ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEMS OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS 
AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS 

SECTION 1. This Ordinance due to its length and corresponding cost of 

publication, will be published by title and summary as permitted by Section 508 of the 

Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

Ordinance No. 7379 will amend Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal 
Code by adding a new chapter 8.63 to require restaurants and other food service 
providers to only provide disposable accessory foodware items upon the request 
of the customer. 

Ordinance No. 7379 shall require third-party, app-based delivery 
platforms to include on their platforms an option for customers to affirmatively 
request disposable food service accessories. 

Ordinance No. 7379 shall take effect 30 days following its publication 
by title and summary." 

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following its publication by 

title and summary. 

Victor M. Gordo 
Mayor of the City of Pa 

1 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting on 2nd day of August 2021 by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Hampton, Kennedy, Madison, Rivas, Williams, 
Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Councilmember Masuda 

ABSTAIN: None 

Published: August 5, 2021 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

:&- .> L • ---=--~~t) 
Deborah A. Wordham ~ ' 
Deputy City Attorney 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM 

JULY 19, 2021 

CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING 



ncEANA Protectingthe 
t,,,J World's Oceans 

1025 Connecticut Ave., NW Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20036 

+1.202.833.3900 

OCEANA.ORG 

July 12, 2021 
Pasadena City Council 
100 North Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

RE: Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Ordinance 

Dear Mayor Gordo and Honorable Council members, 

RECEIVED 

2021 JUL I 2 PM 12: 26 

CiTY CLERJ, 

On behalf of our members and supporters in Pasadena, Oceana writes in support of 
strengthening the Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Ordinance to reduce unnecessary single
use plastic from takeout and delivery food service. As the largest international advocacy 
organization dedicated solely to ocean conservation, Oceana works to advance science-based 
policies at the national, state and local level that will restore the ocean's abundance and 
biodiversity. 

Single-use plastics like accessory foodware items, including utensils, straws and condiment 
packets, are profoundly flawed by design. These products are made of a material created to last 
forever, but they are designed to be used for only a few moments before polluting the earth for 
years to come. Our oceans face a massive and growing threat from plastic pollution. An 
estimated 33 billion pounds of plastic enter the marine environment every year. If trends 
continue the way they are expected, the annual flow of plastic into our oceans will nearly triple 
by 2040. Communities shoulder an enormous financial burden for plastic waste's cleanup and 
disposal costs. Local jurisdictions in California spend $420 million annually in efforts to clean up 
and prevent plastic and other waste from entering the ocean and waterways. 

The Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Ordinance would require restaurants and other food 
service providers to supply disposable foodware accessories only upon the request of the 
customer. This ordinance is a good step toward reducing the harmful environmental, health and 
economic impacts of unnecessary single-use plastics. We hope that the Council will ensure its 
efficacy by making the following change. We urge you to remove this sentence in the ordinance: 
"This provision does not prohibit a restaurant or other Food Service Provider from asking a 
Customer if they would like Disposable Accessory Foodware Items with their order or providing 
self-service dispensers." 

In order to have the greatest impact, Oceana strongly supports ensuring accessory foodware 
ordinances are modeled for customer opt-in. An opt-in policy makes the exclusion of single-use 
accessory foodware items the default, and these items are not offered to customers either 
verbally or through self-service dispensers before they are requested by the customer. This is the 
model 

BELIZE BRAZIL CANADA CHILE EUROPEAN UNION MEXICO PERU PHILIPPINES UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES 



ncEANA Protecting the 
'-' World's Oceans 

1025 Connecticut Ave., NW Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20036 

+ 1.202.833.3900 

OCEANA.ORG 

that was passed by the Los Angeles City Council in April. As it currently is written, Pasadena's 
ordinance is an opt-out model, in which restaurants and businesses can preemptively offer 
disposable foodware to customers. The opt-out model is less likely to reach the ordinance's goal 
of reducing single-use plastics by skipping unnecessary accessory items. We recommend that the 
Council amend the ordinance to be an opt-in model. 

We respectfully urge you to remove language in the ordinance that allows restaurants and other 
food service providers to ask a customer if they would like disposable accessory foodware items 
as well as that which allows for self-service dispensers. 

The time to take action on the plastics crisis is now. Policies like the Disposable Accessory 
Foodware Item Ordinance are an important step in the right direction. Oceana again commends 
the Council for taking up this bill and urges you to bring it to its full potential by making this 
change. 

Sincerely, 

Angelica Torres 
Oceana Plastics Campaign Fellow 

BELIZE BRAZIL CANADA CHILE EUROPEAN UNION MEXICO PERU PHILIPPINES UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES 



Iraheta, Alba 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Gloria Newton _ 
Saturday, July 31, 2021 1: 17 PM 

PublicComment-AutoResponse 
Subject: Agenda item 12: Please adopt Disposable Accessory Foodware Ordinance 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more .... 

Dear Mayor Gordo and Honorable Council Members, 

I am writing to urge you to adopt a Disposable Accessory Foodware Ordinance that requires 
customers to "opt in" rather than "opt out." 

Even before the pandemic, I was in the practice of asking restaurants not to give me plasticware, 
especially for items I was just taking home or that do not really need utensils. But sometimes I would 
forget, or they would give them to me automatically, and once they were across the counter, I couldn't 
give them back. This has been especially problematic during the pandemic, when the bulk of my 
restaurant food has been consumed at home anyway, and even if I requested no utensils, sometimes 
they would come anyway. At my house, I have a drawer piling up with pre-packaged plasticware sets 
that I will never use but don't want to simply throw away. I'm pretty sure you can relate. 

Therefore, please adopt this ordinance that will be one step toward reducing the harmful 
environmental, health, and economic impacts of single-use plastics. Especially important will be to 
remove language that maintains an opt-out model, as this would be much less effective in reducing 
the use of such items. Please make sure the wording is clear that customers must opt-in by asking 
for items, not opting out by refusing them. 

I will be so happy not to look into my bag with dismay and find yet another unneeded, plastic-wrapped 
set of cutlery and paper napkin. There's so much more to be done, but this is one easy move in the 
right direction. 

Thank you for your time and your service. 

Sincerely, 
Gloria Newton 

Pasadena.CA s11u1 

******************** 

"Each time a person reaches across caste and makes a connection, it helps to break the 
back of caste. Multiplied by millions in a given day, it becomes the flap of a butterflv 

08/02/2021 
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wing that shifts the air and builds to a hurricane across an ocean."--Isabel Wilkerson, 
Caste 
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FIRST READING HELD 
ON JULY 19, 2021. 

SEE ORDINANCE FACT 
SHEET DATED 

JULY 19, 2021 



Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: 

FROM: 

City Council 

City Attorney 

DATE: June 21, 2021 

SUBJECT: DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEMS ORDINANCE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 8.63 OF 
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY 
FOODWARE ITEM OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS AND THIRD
PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS" 

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE: 

The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the dispensing of disposable accessory 
foodware items to reduce waste by requiring restaurants and other food services 
providers to provide disposable accessory foodware items only upon request by the 
customer, and to require third-party app-based delivery platforms to include an option 
for customers to request disposable accessory foodware items with their food and 
beverage orders. This ordinance also supports the City's adopted Green City Action 
Plan goals of reducing the volume of landfill waste; reducing the use of disposable 
product category; protecting the watershed; and helping to promote a clean and 
sustainable environment. 

REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

At its April 12, 2021 meeting, the City Council directed the City Attorney to prepare this 
ordinance. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The Public Works Department and Department of Public Health will be affected by this 
ordinance. 

MEETING OF 06/21/2021 

AGENDA ITEM NO. ~ -1=2=---



Disposable Accessory Foodware Items Ordinance 
June 21, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 

ENVIRONMENT AL DETERMINATION: 

On April 12, 2021, the Council determined thatthe proposed action is exempt from 
review underthe California Environmental Quality Act{CEQA), pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3), the "general rule" that CEQA only applies to 
projects which have the potential for causing a significanteffecton the environment. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Staff anticipates spending up to $10,000 of the Fiscal Year 2021 Waste/Recycling 
budget for print ads publicizing the ordinance and for printing flyers and other program 
materials to educate the business community and publicaboutthis new requirement. 

Prepared by: 

hr' Deborah A Wordha 
J · Deputy City Attorne 

Concurred by: 

Respectfu I ly submitted, 

I 

L 

City Attorney 



Introduced by Council member ________________ _ 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER 8.63 TO TITLE 8 
OF THE PASADENA MUNICPAL CODE PERTAINING TO DISPOSABLE 
ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEMS OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS 
AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. _____ , due to its length and corresponding 

cost of publication, will be published by title and summary as permitted by Section 508 

of the Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

Ordinance No. ____ will amend Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal Code 
by adding a new chapter 8.63 to require restaurants and other food service 
providers to only provide disposable accessory foodware items upon the request 
of the customer. 

Ordinance No. _____ shall require third-party, a pp-based delivery 
platforms to include on their platforms an option for customers to affirmatively 
request disposable food service accessories. 

Ordinance No. ____ shall take effect 30 days following its publication by 
title and summary." 

SECTION 2. A new Chapter 8.63 is added to Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal 

Code to read as follows: 

"Chapter 8.63. DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE ITEM OPT-IN 
REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS AND THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY 
PLATFORMS 

8.63.010 - SHORT TITLE. 

This ordinance shall be known and designated as the "Disposable Accessory 
Foodware Item" ordinance. 
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8.63.020 - PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE. 

The purpose of the ordinance codified in this chapter is to require customers to 
affirmatively request these disposable accessories rather than giving out the items with 
all orders in order to reduce and prevent the presence of this type of litter in the 
environment and to promote environmentally sustainable practices in the City. 

8.63.030 - DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

A. "Accessory Foodware Item" means any item used or provided by the Food 
Service Provider to consume food or beverages, other than the containers 
holding the food or beverage. Accessory Foodware Items include condiment 
cups and packets, straws, utensils (forks, spoons, sporks, knives, chopsticks), 
drink stirrers, beverage spill plugs, napkins and other drink or food 
accoutrements. 

B. "City" means the City of Pasadena 
C. "Customer" means an individual, the individual's agent or caregiver. 
D. "Delivery Customer" means a Customer who purchases Prepared Food or 

Beverages from a Food or Beverage Facility and has the Prepared Food or 
Beverages delivered to him or her by the Food or Beverage Facility or by a third 
party delivery service. 

E. "Director" means the director of the department of public works and is hereby 
designated as the administrator and enforcement official under Chapters 1.25 
and 1.26 of this code. 

F. "Disposable" means items designed to be used once or a limited number of times 
and then discarded, whether the item is non-recyclable, recyclable or 
compostable. 

G. "Food Service Provider" means a facility located in the City of Pasadena that 
sells or otherwise provides Prepared Food or Beverages for consumption on or 
off its premises, and includes but is not limited to, a shop sales outlet, restaurant, 
bar, pub, coffee shop, coffee stand, juice bar, cafeteria, caterer, convenience 
store, liquor store, grocery store, supermarket, delicatessen, mobile food truck, 
roadside stand, kiosks, carts, or a Vendor or any organization, group or individual 
that regularly provides Prepared Food or Beverages as part of its service. 

H. "Person" means a natural person, joint venture, joint stock company, partnership, 
association, club, company, corporation, business trust, or organization, or the 
manager, lessee, agent, servant, office or employee of any of them. 

I. "Prepared Food or Beverage" means any food or beverage prepared for 
consumption using any cooking, packaging, or food preparation technique, 
including by not limited to cooking, chopping, slicing, mixing, freezing, squeezing, 
or brewing, and which requires no further preparation to be consumed. Prepared 
Food includes uncooked fruits or vegetables, "take-out" food, or food prepared to 
be consumed off the Food Service Establishment premises. Prepared Food 
does not include any uncooked meat, fish or poultry. 
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J. "Take-out Customer" means a Customer who purchases Prepared Food or 
Beverages at a Food or Beverage Facility and consumes it off the premises of 
the Food or Beverage Facility. 

8.63.040-LIMITATION ON THE USE OF DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE 
ITEMS. 

A. Restaurants and other Food Service Providers shall only provide Disposable 
Accessory Foodware Items upon the request of the Customer. This provision 
does not prohibit a restaurant or other Food Service Provider from asking a 
Customer if they would like Disposable Accessory Foodware Items with their 
order or providing self-service dispensers. 

8. Third-party App-based Delivery Platforms shall include an option during the 
ordering process to allow the delivery Customer to affirmatively request 
Disposable Accessory Foodware Items as a part of their delivery or takeout 
order. 

8.63.050 -ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

The Director may adopt administrative rules and regulations not inconsistent with 
provisions of this chapter and state law as needed for the purpose of clarifying any of 
the administrative requirements of this chapter, such as but not limited to specifying the 
types of disposable foodware that meet the requirements of this chapter and/or 
establishing frequency and protocol of City regulatory inspections and overall 
compliance monitoring. A proposed rule or regulation shall be posted at City Hall and 
public counters, providing notice that it is to be considered for adoption no earlier than 
21 calendar days from the date on the posted notice and indicating the manner in which 
written comments may be provided to the Director. A copy of the final adopted rule or 
regulation shall be posted in City Hall and public counters no later than 10 days prior to 
the effective date of the rule or regulation. A copy of all adopted administrative rules and 
regulations shall be on file in the Director's office. 

8.63.60 - EXEMPTION FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THIS CHAPTER. 

Emergency supplies and services. 

8.63.070 - AUTHORITY TO INSPECT AND TO MONITOR. 

The Director or his designee may inspect and monitor affected locations to determine 
compliance with this chapter. 

8.63.080 - OPERATIVE DATE. 

Restaurants and other Food Service Providers shall comply with the requirements of the 
Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Ordinance within 30 days following the adoption 
of the Ordinance. 
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8.63.090 - APPEAL. 

Any person or entity aggrieved by any decision or finding under the provisions of this 
chapter with respect to citations for violations of this chapter or granting or denying an 
application for an exemption from compliance with this chapter, may appeal such 
decision or finding. An appeal must be filed within 3 days after receipt of notice of any 
protested decision or finding by filing with the Director a letter of appeal briefly stating 
therein the basis for such appeal. A hearing shall be held on a date no more than 10 
days after receipt of the letter of appeal. Appellant shall be given at least 5 days' notice 
of the time and place of the hearing. A hearing officer, appointed by the city manager, 
shall give the appellant, and any other interested party, a reasonable opportunity to be 
heard, in order to show cause why the decision or finding should not be upheld. In all 
such cases, the burden of proof shall be upon the appellant to show that there was no 
substantial evidence to support the decision or finding appealed. At the conclusion of 
the hearing, the hearing officer shall make a final and conclusive determination. The 
appeal process set forth in this section does not apply to administrative citations 
pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or to orders to comply pursuant to Chapter 1.26. 

8.67.100 - VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER. 

It shall be unlawful and a violation of this chapter to fail to comply with any provision of 
this chapter. 

8.67.110 - ENFORCEMENT AND VIOLATION-PENAL TY. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to violate the provisions of this chapter. A 
violation of this chapter shall be punishable under the administrative citation 
procedures set forth in Chapters 1.25 and 1.26. The fine imposed for a particular 
violation shall be in the amount set forth in the administrative citation schedule 
established by resolution of the city council pursuant to Section 1.26.060. The 
Director has primary responsibility for enforcement of this chapter. 

B. All fines collected pursuant ·to this chapter shall be deposited in the refuse fund to 
assist the Department with· its costs of implementing and enforcing the 
requirements of this chapter. 

8.67.120 - REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. 

To the maximum extent permitted by law, administrative remedies specified in this 
chapter are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and all other remedies, civil 
or criminal. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. 

8.67.130 -SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
chapter, or any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid or 
ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
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validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this chapter or any part thereof. The 
city council hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, 
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter irrespective of the 
fact that one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, 
clauses or phrase be declared unconstitutional or invalid or effective. To this end the 
provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable." 

Section 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following its publication by 

title and summary. 

Signed and approved this _____ day of ______ , 2021. 

Victor M. Gordo 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting on __ day of __ 2021 by the 
following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 
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Published: 

APPROVED AS T FORM: 

Deborah A. Wordham 
Deputy City Attorney 

6 

Mark Jomsky, CMG 
City Clerk 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Jazmine De La Torre 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 

across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the 
customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware 
accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more 
often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Lois Brunet 
Program Director, Pasadena Audubon 

06/21/2021 
Item 12 

Our Mission: "To bring the excitement of birds to our community through birding, education and the conservation of 
bird habitats" 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Cheryl Auger, President 
Ban SUP (Single Use Plastic) 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident and Pasadena business ownwer, I care deeply about the sustainability of our community 
and local economy, I am writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft "Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

David Cutter 
Pianist 
Free eBook: "Artistry and Piano Students: Inspiring a Lifetime of Enjoyment." 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As an Altadena resident, shopping and working in Pasadena, who cares deeply about the sustainability of our 
community and local economy, I am writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff 
ordinance. SERIOUSLY! 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs food ware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Leigh Adams 
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We have probed the earth, excavated it, burned it, ripped things from it, buried things in it, chopped down its 
forests, leveled its hills, muddied its waters, and dirtied its air. That does not fit my definition of a good tenant. 
If we were here on a month-to-month basis, we would have been evicted long ago. -Rose Bird, Chief Justice of 
California Supreme Court (2 Nov 1936-1999) 

Leigh Adams 
626 840-3261 

http://arboretum.org 
https://metabolicstudio.org 
http://studio-petrichor.com 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing today to urge 
you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 
across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the 
customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware 
accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more 
often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

This should also be considered step I as we need to reduce waste everywhere we can. There is absolutely no 
reason any dine in restaurant should be using disposable plates, utensils to drink ware. I know that would be a 
big move but we can do it. It just takes effort and care. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Jeremy Marusek 
Resident of Pasadena 1 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

I am an Altadena resident who frequents Pasadena - especially now more often during and after the pandemic. 
With the L Line, so many attractions like the Rose Bowl, Vroman's and theaters, Pasadena is a leader in the 
local economy -- and I am writing to you today to urge you to strengthen the 'Skip the Stuff Ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 
across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the 
customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware 
accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more 
often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, Kathryn Kroger 

Pasadena 91106 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident I am writing today to urge you to strengthen the 
draft of a 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. The "Skip the Stuff' policy can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 1) 
Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items 
available upon request); and 2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers 
if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only). 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request. 

Maureen Johnston 

Pasadena 91105 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Tatiana Becker 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in 
serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in October 2014, the only substantial step 
towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste stream was the adoption of a single-use 
polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local organizations and hundreds of 
Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate almost 50% more waste than we 
did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year 
as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, 
and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making 
opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror 
others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make 
these items available upon request); and 2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use 
foodware and accessories (upon request only) Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like 
something for "free" very often leads to the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power 
of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if 
a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very 
much a case of the devil being in the details. Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

Sincerely, 
Jamie Perlman 
Pasadena Resident 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As Pasadena residents who care deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, we urge 
the Council to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon 
request only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Wes and Kristin Reutimann 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As the Coastal and Marine Scientist for local non-profit organization Heal the Bay and a local Los Angeles resident who 
cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing today to urge you to strengthen 

the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to remove the 
provisions that allow restaurants to offer customers takeout accessories and provide self-service dispensers. This 
language weakens the efficacy of the ordinance and creates an "opt-out"_ model that is far less effective at creating 
behavior change and reducing unnecessary waste. The City of Los Angeles passed an ordinance in April 2021 that is a 
true "Opt-In" ordinance and only allows for takeout accessories to be given on request of the customer, and this 
ordinance was supported by restaurants and the community alike. I highly recommend the City of Pasadena refer to the 
City of Los Angeles Foodware Accessories Upon Request Final Ordinance Language and conform the Pasadena ordinance 
language to match to strengthen the ordinance and reduce confusion between customers and restaurants in the greater 

LA region. 

I'd like to thank the Pasadena City Council and staff for their hard work on this ordinance and their dedication to 
reducing plastic pollution. If you have any questions about the above recommendations, please feel free to email me 

back at this address. 

Thank you, 
Emily 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

I am a NELA resident who shops in Pasadena frequently. I am also a mom who is very, very worried about 
plastic pollution,. 

I am writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

l) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories ( only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Jessica Craven 
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Our work isn't over. Hope is an ACTION. 
Sign up for my newsletter here. 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

I visit and dine in Pasadena, and care deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy. I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs food ware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 
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COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As an Altadena/Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, lam 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in 
serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in October 2014, the only substantial step towards 
reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene 
ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. 
Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero 
Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase 
in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware 
accessories. The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to 
mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make 
these items available upon request); and Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware 
and accessories {upon request only) Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for 
"free" very often leads to the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a 
customer really needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or 
offers foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

Sincerely, 
Claire Robinson 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

We now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
trend has accelerated over the past year with the dramatic increase in takeout and more non-recyclable waste 
from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and food accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others across the 
state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Bethann Morgan 
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Dear Mayor Gordo and Council, 

I support the "Disposable Accessory Foodware Item Opt In" proposal. It appears flexible enough to 
accommodate customer needs but would make a dent in our growing solid waste amounts. 

Unneeded food utensils, excess packaging, unwanted condiments, etc., are "low hanging fruit" when it comes to 
waste and they are annoying to receive automatically. 

Best regards, 
Scott Fruin 

Pasadena 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident, I want to express my opinion on this matter, Accessories upon Request aka Skip the Stuff 
ordinance. This ordinance attempts to reduce cutlery, condiments, and other accessories from being handed out with 

take-out orders. 

Points: 
1.The ordinance is needed and will stop useless trash from accumulating in businesses and homes 2. the ordinance 
should be amended to disallow employees from asking customers if they want accessories 3. Businesses should be 
disallowed from leaving self-serve accessories out for customers. 

Please consider these amendments. 

Thank you, 

Eliza beth Elder 
91107. 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs food ware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
food ware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Caro Gonzalez 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draftprdinance can be amended to mirror others 
across the state such as in the City of LA by: 
1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 
2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) 
Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the 
customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware 
accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"}. However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more 
often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Pilar Reynaldo 

Sent from my iPhone 
PRM 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 
As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 

today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious 
trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in October 2014, the only substantial step towards 
reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene 

ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. 
Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero 
Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase 
in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware 

accessories. 
The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 

across the state such as in the City of LA by: 
Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); Not permitting 
businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) Psychological studies 
have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the customer saying "yes," if for 

no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware accessories, they are likely 
to ask for them ("opt-in"}. However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more often than not the 
customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. Thank you for your leadership on this 

issue, 

Marc Futernick, MD 
Pasadena resident 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City' s 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Abiram Brizuela 

www.abirambrizuela.com 



The heart alreaqy knows what the head is]et to understand 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

My neighborhood is covered in single use plastic trash (not to mention our oceans, landfills, and parks) and 
supporting a zero waste lifestyle here in Pasadena is a no brainer to me. 

As a resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the "Skip The Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs foodware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 
Kat Palardy 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request) ; and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs food ware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 
Nancy Youngblut 
945 Brentnal Road 
Pasadena, CA. 91105 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am 
writing today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan 
in October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's 
waste stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a 
dozen local organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We 
now generate almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This 
worsening trend has only accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non
recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff' policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by 
making opt-in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be 
amended to mirror others across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use food ware and accessories (upon request 
only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to 
the customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really 
needs food ware accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers 
foodware accessories, more often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil 
being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 
Peter and Julie Parker. ... this is a tiny step in a problem of plastic that needs much more dramatic limits; all take
out should be in paper or foil. 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the sustainability of our community and local economy, I am writing 
today to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 

Pasadena's adopted Zero Waste Plan is in serious trouble. Since the Council adopted the City's Zero Waste Plan in 
October 2014, the only substantial step towards reducing the amount of single-use plastic entering the City's waste 
stream was the adoption of a single-use polystyrene ordinance in May 2016, an effort supported by over a dozen local 
organizations and hundreds of Pasadena residents. Over the past five years progress has stalled. We now generate 
almost 50% more waste than we did when the Zero Waste Plan was approved in 2013. This worsening trend has only 
accelerated over the past year as the dramatic increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use 
containers, packaging, utensils, and other foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy will help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt-in 
the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 
across the state such as in the City of LA by: 

1) Not permitting single-use, self-serve accessories (only make these items available upon request); and 

2) Not permitting businesses to ask customers if they want single-use foodware and accessories (upon request only) 

Psychological studies have found that asking a customer if they'd like something for "free" very often leads to the 
customer saying "yes," if for no other reason than through the power of suggestion. If a customer really needs foodware 
accessories, they are likely to ask for them ("opt-in"). However if a restaurant asks or offers foodware accessories, more 
often than not the customer will just say yes. This is very much a case of the devil being in the details. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 

I'm a Pasadena resident and am writing to ask you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. Pasadena can do 
better - many households, including my own have drawers filled with unrecyclable and unasked for plastic cutlery (often 
wrapped in plastic) from our local restaurants. The situation in the past year has only made this worse as the dramatic 
increase in takeout meant more non-recyclable waste from single-use containers, packaging, utensils, and other 
foodware accessories. 

The draft "Skip the Stuff" policy can help reduce takeout and delivery waste. However we can do better by making opt
in the de facto standard for any takeout accessories. Specifically, the draft ordinance can be amended to mirror others 
across the state. This would be a small step forward with essentially no negative repercussions on local business. In 
fact, it would save costs and improve customer satisfaction. 

Thanks very much, 
Elizabeth Fife 
1530 S. Los Robles Ave. 
Pasadena CA 91106 
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Dear Mayor and Council, 
As a frequent patron of Pasadena eateries I am writing to urge you to strengthen the draft 'Skip the Stuff' ordinance. 
Pasadena can do more to reduce unnecessary waste. Sustainable practices are a factor in where I spend my disposable 
income, and Pasadena stepping up is one way to keep my dollars coming the city's way. 

Thank you for taking positive action. 
M. Kelly 
So. Pasadena 
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State of California 
County of LOS ANGELES 

) 
) 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen 
years, and not a party to or interested in the above
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer 
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in 
the English language for the city of PASADENA, 
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a 
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior 
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of 
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case 
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the 
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in 
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and 
not in any supplement thereof on the following 
dates, to-wit: 

August 05, 2021 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated at Monrovia, California, 

This 05th day of August, 2021 

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only) 

Introduced by Councilmember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7379 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAP
TER 8.63 TO TmE B OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE 
PERTAINING TO DISPOSABLE ACCESSORY FOODWARE 
ITEMS OPT-IN REQUIREMENT FOR RESTAURANTS AND 
THIRD-PARTY APP-BASED DELIVERY PLATFORMS 

SECTION 1. This Ordinance due to its length and correspond
ing cost of publication, will be published by title and summary as per
mitted by Section 508 of the Pasadena City Charter. The approved 
summary of this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

Ordinance No. 7379 will amend Trtle B of the Pasadena Munici
pal Code by adding a new chapter 8.63 to require restaurants 
and other food service providers to only pmvide disposable 
accessory foodware items upon the request of the customer. 

Ordinance No. 7379 shall require third-party, app-based de
livery platfomls to indude on their platforms an option for cus
tomers to affirmatively request disposable food service acces
sories. 

Ordinance No. 7379 shall take effect 30 days following its pub
lication by title and summary." 

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this 
Ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published by 
title and summary. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following 
its publication by tiUe and summary. 

Signed and approved this 2nd day of August, 2021. 

Victor M. Gordo 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting on 2nd day of 
August 2021 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Hampton, Kennedy, Madison, Ri
vas. Williams.Vice MayQf. Wil$QJ\_ Mavor Go(do 

None 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Councilmember Masuda 

None 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Deborah A. Wordham 
Deputy City Attorney 

Published: August 5, 2021 
PASADENA PRESS 

Mark Jomsky, CMC 
City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County of Los Angeles 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident 
of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper 
of general circulation printed and published weekly 
in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and 
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of 
April 16, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice 
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than nonpareil) has been published in each 
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any 
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit 

August 5. 2021. 

I certify and declare under penalty perjury that the 
Foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated Pasadena California Au ust 5 2021. 

Signature 

Amber Hudson 

ORDINANCE NO. 7379 

Introduced by CowM;ilmember Hampt,,n 

ORDINANCE NO. 7379 

AN ORDINANCE 01' THE CITY Ol'PASAJ>ENA 
Af>DING CHAPTER 1.63 TO TITLE I OF 11IJ: 
PASAf>ENAMlJNICPALCODEPEKl'AININGTO 
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OPT-IN REQIJJRf.MENT roR RESTAURANTS 
AND THIRD-!'ARTY AP!'-BASED DELIVERY 
!'LATl'ORMS 

SECTION l. This Ordii>an<c due 10 its loagth and 
connpooding ooll of publication. will be publisb<d 
by title and summa,y u pennltted by Section SOI of 
the Pasadena City Clwte<. 1be opprovocl IUll1lltll)' of 
11,js Ordinance is u follows: 

"Sam.,..,, 

Ordinance No. 7379 will amend Title &oflbel'uadml. 
MUllicipel Code by addu,ga DOW chapter &.6310 requin, 
restaurants and olher food ~ providers 10 only 
provide disposable -.y foodware items upo.o the 
requm of the C\ISIOIJJer. 

OnlinonceNo. 7379,hallrequii<thinl-party,app-buocl 
deliveryplalforms10iooludeoo!heirplalfunnsanoption 
tor customers 10 affirmatively roqum disposable food 
service accessories. 

Ordinance No. 7379 awl tab effeot30 days tolloWUII 
its publication by title ood summa,y. • 

SECTION l . Tho City Clerk shall certify the odoption 
of 1his Ordinan<e and shall caose d,is on!inaoc< to be 
publisbed by title and ...,,.,,.,,,. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance sbal1 tab effect 30 da)'ll 

following its publicalion by lide and summary. 

Sipod and opproved 1hiJ 2nd day ofAugust, 2021. 

Vw:torM. Cl<xdo 
Mayor of die City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFYdiattbc foregoing ordinaooe wu 
adoptcdbytheCityC:0-il oftbcCityo!Puadenaalils 
moelingon2nddayofAvgwt2021 bydiofullo,,,ingvote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

C.OU..:ilmcmbers "-,plcn. .Kcnnody, 
M,,di,oo. Ri .... W'illiams, 
Vice Mayor W'lllon, Mayor Gonl<> 
None 
Councilmembet Mmuda 

.None 
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City Ciak 
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