






















manager or his/her designee, and other interested parties as deemed appropriate by 
the city manager or his/her designee, to discuss costs, benefits, and other community 
issues arising as a result of implementation of this chapter. After the first year of 
operation, the owner, manager, and community relations representative from each 
such commercial cannabis business shall meet with the city manager or his/her 
designee when and as requested by the city manager or his/her designee. 

C. Commercial cannabis businesses to whieh a peFmit is issued puFsuant to this 
ehapteF shall actively participate in a city led public outreach and educational 
program for youth organizations and educational institutions that outlines the risks 
of youth use of and addiction to cannabis, and that identifies resources available to 
youth related to drugs and drug addiction. 

6) Section 17.50.066(D) of the Pasadena Municipal Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

D. Retailer. · 

1. Commercial Cannabis Permit Required. Except as provided for non­
offending commercial cannabis businesses in Pasadena Municipal Code 
Section 5. 78.060(B). aA cannabis retailer must obtain and maintain at all 
times a valid commercial cannabis permit as required by Chapter 5. 78. 

2. Use Permit Required. A use permit is required to establish or begin 
operation-e as a cannabis retailer. Notwithstanding any provision of the 
Pasadena Municipal Code to the contrary. a use permit shall not be required 
for continued operation as a non-offending commercial cannabis business 
until January 1. 2025. 

3. Limitation on the Number of New Retailers. 

a. No inore than six (6) FetaileFs may opeFate within the City of 
Pasadena at any one time an:d no moFe than six (6) permits shall be 
issued by the City of Pasadena for new retailers to operate within the 
City of Pasadena; and 

b. No more than one (1) permit shall be issued. by the City of 
Pasadena for new retailers to operateFetaileF may opeFate within a 
city council district at any one time. 

c. For the purposes of this section. "new retailer" shall include only 
commercial cannabis businesses which receive permits to operate 

after calendar year 2018 pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code 
Chapter 5. 78. and shall not include non-offending commercial 
cannabis businesses. 
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4. The maximum square footage of a retail use shall be 15,000 square feet. 

5. Location Requirements. Except as provided in subdivision (g), cGannabis 
retailers shall be qualified to receive permit§tee pursuant to Pasadena 
Municipal Code Chapter 5.78 in only the CO, CL, CG, CD, and IG zoning 
districts and shall be subject to the following requirements: 

a. No retailer shall be established or located within 1,000 feet, 
measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any other cannabis retailer or cultivation site, or within 
500 feet of any testing laboratory; 

b. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, 
measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any existing residential zone; 

c. No retailer shall be established or located within a mixed-use 
development project containing a residential use component; 

d. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, 
measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any childcare center, in-home (fami~y day care home), 
youth-oriented facility, church or faith congregation, or substance 
abuse center; 

e. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, 
meastired from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any park, library, or K-12 school; 

f. Retailers shall be required to comply with all zoning, land use, and 
development regulation~ applicable to the underlying zoning district 
in which they are permitted to establish and operate as set forth in 
the Pasadena Municipal Code. 

g. These permitting location requirements are applicable only to 
permits issued to new commercial cannabis businesses aft.er calendar 
year 2018 pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 5.78, and 
do not affect pre-existing non-offending commercial cannabis 
businesses. Pre-existing non-offending commercial cannabis 
businesses must nevertheless comply with the state of California's 
laws regarding a cannabis retailer's distance from schools, places of 
worship, residential properties, and any other properties of sensitive 
uses. 
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6.· Operating Requirements. In addition to those operating requirements 
specifically set forth in Section 5. 78.170, the following operating 
requirements shall apply to all cannabis retailers operating in the City of 
Pasadena: 

a. Hours of Operation. Retailers may be open for access to the public 
only between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., Monday through 
Sunday. 

b. For medicinal cannabis, the retailer shall verify the age and all 
necessary documentation of each customer to ensure the customer is 
not under the age of eighteen (18) years and that the potential 
customer has a valid physician's recommendation. For adult-use 
cannabis, the retailer shall verify the age of each customer to ensure 
the customer is not under the age of twenty-one (21) years. 

c. Entrances into the retailer shall be locked at all times with entry 
strictly controlled. A "buzz-in" electronic/mechanical entry system 
shall be utilized to limit access and entry to the retailer to separate it 
from the reception/lobby area. 

d. Notwithstanding t}:le requirements of Section 15.78.160, uniformed 
licensed security personnel shall be employed to monitor site activity, 
control loitering and site access, and to serve as a visual deterrent to 
unlawful activities. 

e. Retailers may have only that quantity of cannabis and cannabis 
products reasonably anticipated to meet the daily demand readily 
available for sale on-site in the retail sales area of the retail facility. 

f. All restroom facilities shall remain locked and under the control of 
management. 

7. Delivery Services. Permitted in association with retailer. Delivery of 
cannabis shall be permitted pursuant to this section. A delivery service may 
operate only as a part of and in conjunction with a retailer permitted 
pursuant to state law and pursuant to this section. Delivery of cannabis 
from a retailer permitted pursuant to this section can only be made in a city 
or county that does not expressly prohibit it by ordinance. 

8. Conditions of Approval. The planning commission may address 
development a·nd operational standards through conditions on the use 
permit as it determines to be necessary or appropriate for the use permit 
under consideration; provided, that conditions shall not conflict with the 
provisions of Section 5. 78.170 and Secti9n 17.50.066(D)(5) relating to 
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operating requirements of cannabis retailers, and shall be .subordinate to 
conditions placed on the commercial cannabis permit issued under Chapter 
5.78. . 

9. Parking. Off-street parking shall be provided as required for retail stores 
under Chapter 17.46. 

10. Discontinuance. If a cannabis retailer authorized by a use permit 
approved under this section i~ discontinued for a continuous period of 12 
months, the use permit expires for discontinuance of use and thereafter is 
void. · 

Section 4. Municipal Mfair. 

The People of the City of Pasadena hereby decfare that the operation and 
regulation of local cannabis business within the City of Pasadena separately and 
together constitute municipal affairs, as delegated by MAUCRSA. The People of. 
the City of Pasadena hereby further declare their desire for this measure to coexist 
with any similar local marijuana business initiatives, laws and regulations adopted 
at the city, county or state levels. This initiative, and the provisions herein, shall 
be read to be consistent with any statewide regulation of commercial cannabis 
activity now operative or that is duly promulgated in the future. 

Section 5. Later Amendments. 

Each and every part of this initiative may only be amended to further its 
purposes, by ordinance passed in accordance with the Pasadena City Charter and 
Pasadena Municipal Code, or by the electors of the City of Pasadena. 

Section 6. Special or Regular Election. 

The People of the City of Pasadena hereby expressly request that, if not 
adopted by the City Council, this initiative be submitted to the voters of the City of 
Pasadena at a special or regular election at the earliest time allowable by law. 

Section 7. Severability. 

Should any provision of this initiative, or its application to any person or 
circumstance, be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unlawful, 
unenforceable, or otherwise void, voidable, or invalid, that determination shall have 
no effect on any other provision, or the application of this initiative to any other 
person or circumstance and, to that end, the proVisions hereof are severable. By 
approving this initiative, the voters express their intent that each section and 
subsection would have been adopted irrespective of whether any one or more 
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section or subsection are found to be invalid or unconstitutional, and that each 
section and subsection is therefore explicitly severable, part-by-part, phrase-by­
phrase, and word-by-word, and that if any portion is determined by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be unlawful, unenforceable, or ot~erwise void, voidable, or 
invalid, that the least amount of language be severed from the initiative. 

Section 8. Competing Initiatives/Measures 

This measure is intended to be comprehensive. It is the intent of the People 
of the City of Pasadena that, in the event this measure and one or more measures 
relating to the operation of commercial cannabis businesses, the provisions of the 
other measure or measures shall be deemed in conflict with this measure. In the 
event that this measure receives a greater number of affirmative votes, the · 
provisions of this measure shall prevail in their entirety, and all provisions of the 
other measure or measures shall be null and void. If this measure is approved by 
a majority of the voters but does not receive a greater number of affirmative votes 
than any other measure or measures appearing on the same ballot regarding the 
operation of commercial cannabis businesses, then this measure shall take effect 
to the extent not in conflict with said other measure or measures .. 

Section 9. Effective Date. 

If approved by a majority of the City of Pasadena's voters voting on this 
initiative, this initiative shall be considered adopted upon the date that the vote 
is certified, and shall go become effective and operative ten days following that 
date. 

Section 10. Liberal Construction. 

This measure is an exercise of the initiative power of the People of the 
Pasadena to provide for the cont~nued operation of non-offending commercial 

· cannabis businesses, and shall be liberally construed to effectuate that purpose. 

Section 11. Legal Defense. 

The People of the City of Pasadena desire that this measure, if approved 
by a simple majority of voters, and thereafter challenged in court, be defended by 
the City of Pasadena. The People of the City of Pasadena, by approving this 
measure by a simple majority of voters, hereby declare that the proponent(s) of 
this Act have a direct and personal stake in defending this measure from 
constitutional or statutory challenges to the measure's validity or 
implementation. In the event the City of Pasadena fails to defend this measure, 
or the City of Pasadena fails to appeal an adverse judgment against the 
constitutionality, statutory permissibility or implementation of this Measure, in 
whole or in part, in any court of law, the measure's proponent(s) shall be entitled 
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to assert his, her or their direct personal stake by defending the Measure's 
validity and implementation in any court of law and shall be empowered by the 
People through this measure to act as agents of the People of the Ci~y of 
Pasadena, and City of Pasadena shall indemnify the proponent(s) for only 
reasonable expenses and other losses incurred by the proponent(s), as agent(s), 
in defending the validity and/or implementation of the challenged measure. The 
rate of indemni.fj.cation shall be no more than the amount it would cost the City 
of Pasadena to perform the defense itself. 
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