PASADENA WATER AND POWER

MEMORANDUM
October 1, 2014
To:

Michael J. Beck
City Manager

From:

Phyllis E. Currie
General Manager

Re:

City Manager Newsletter Items
California Groundwater Management Legislation

During a workshop presentation on water issues at the September 29, 2014 City
Council meeting, councilmembers inquired about the potential impacts of recent state
legislation dealing with groundwater management.
On September 16, 2014, Governor Brown signed into law a package of “Groundwater
Management Bills” comprised of Assembly Bill 1739, Senate Bill 1168, and Senate Bill
1319. Collectively, this legislation creates a framework for sustainable, local
groundwater management for the first time in California history. The legislation allows
local agencies to tailor sustainable groundwater plans to their regional economic and
environmental needs. Pasadena’s local water supplies are drawn from the Raymond
Basin, which has been actively managed by the pumping rights holders for more than
70 years. As a result of this foresight and cooperative use of the Raymond Basin, the
recently enacted water management bills are expected to have no direct impact on
Pasadena.
The Groundwater Management bills accomplish a number of goals that are described
in the California Water Action Plan, which is a five-year plan to sustainably manage
California Water Resources. The plan goals include measures such as conservation,
water recycling, expanding storage, safe drinking water, wetlands and watershed
restoration among others. A key feature of the law is recognizing that groundwater
management is best accomplished locally thereby empowering local agencies to
assess their groundwater basins and taking the appropriate actions to bring those
basins in a state of chronic long-term overdraft into balance.
The City of Pasadena, along with 15 other local water purveyors, is a member of the
Raymond Basin Management Board, which is responsible for managing the current
and future quality and quantity of water resources for the benefit of its members and
the communities they serve.
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The Raymond Basin is an adjudicated water basin. On September 23, 1937, City of
Pasadena filed legal proceedings against City of Alhambra and other pumpers of this
basin due to concerns of overdraft. Seven years later, on December 23, 1944, the
Raymond Basin became the first basin wide adjudication of ground water rights in
California.
As an adjudication basin, each member is allocated a fixed amount of “decreed”
groundwater rights. It is the responsibility of these members to put the water to
beneficial use (i.e. no waste) including implementing practices to protect the
groundwater from overdraft and maintaining or improving the water quality. These
practices include a number of monthly and weekly data collecting and reporting to the
Raymond Basin Watermaster. Examples include well production, groundwater
measurements, and spreading surface water for groundwater recharge.
In addition to collecting data, monthly meetings are held with members to discuss
groundwater issues, opportunities, and legislation. This enables the members to better
understand the issues confronting each agency, and it provides an opportunity to
exchange ideas and work on projects collaboratively. Members learn about proposed
legislation and regulations laws that may or may not affect their operations. On
occasion the Raymond Basin may apply for state and federal funds on behalf of its
members for a joint project or may provide a letter of support or opposition to a
regional project.
The Raymond Basin also establishes policies and enforces state regulations to protect
the groundwater. An example occurred on July 1, 2009 when all nine members of the
Pasadena Sub-basin (one of three sub-basin to the Raymond Basin) voluntarily
agreed to reduce their pumping rights by 5% annually for a cumulative total of 30% by
2014. Pasadena Water and Power voluntarily reduced its pumping rights from 8,343 to
5,840 acre-feet per year. The reduction only applies to decreed rights and does affect
other sources (e.g., additional pumping rights that arise from recharging the aquifer
with storm water or recycled water).
In summary, the new California groundwater law establishes objectives and goals to
protect against overdraft conditions and adopts policies and measures to promote
sustainable groundwater supplies. More than 70 years ago the Raymond Basin began
a similar mission, and as a result of this foresight the new law has no impact to the
City’s water operations.
More information about the Raymond Basin Management Board may be found at
www.RaymondBasin.org.

MEMORANDUM – CITY OF PASADENA
Human Services and Recreation Department
DATE:

October 1, 2014

TO:

Michael Beck, City Manager

FROM:

Mercy Santoro, Director

SUBJECT:

Bullying Prevention Awareness Month

Human Services and Recreation joins the Police, Library and Health Departments, Mayor and
Council and community based organizations to promote the US Mayor’s Campaign to End
Bullying by proclaiming October Bullying Prevention Awareness Month.
Childhood bullying is a significant problem nationwide. It can cause school absenteeism, mental
and physical stress, poor school performance, poor self-esteem, and, in some cases, school
violence. Statistics show that 160,000 children in the United States miss school each day as a
result of being bullied. Pasadena's youth are no exception as 24% of middle and high school
students surveyed reported being bullied during the 2013 school year with the majority being
teased and called names, having their belongings taken, being left out of the group or being hit,
kicked or pushed.
"Bullying is a national concern impacting many of our children and teens on a deep level,” says
Police Chief Phillip L. Sanchez. “Community engagement, education, and early intervention are
critical to stopping the behavior. Report bullying right away."
Mercy Santoro, Director of Human Services and Recreation emphasizes that, “bullying is a
community-wide problem that impacts persons of all ages and backgrounds. Persons faced
with bullying, at whatever time in their life, experience setbacks in their quality of life. The City
plans to continue this community-wide dialogue on bullying year-round.”
Pasadena’s Youth Council is partnering with Pasadena Unified School District’s Associated
Student Body to host a Week of Kindness which includes activities like an anti-bullying pledge
and wearing wristbands printed with “Kindness.”

Other planned activities include:
October 6—5 pm, City Hall Courtyard Anti-bullying event where local youth will present
performance art by holding poster boards to amplify the unheard voices of bullying and
recording video testimonials on bullying and its impacts.
6:30 pm Mayor Bogaard to present Anti-Bullying Awareness Month proclamation at the City
Council meeting.
October 20-24 Week of Kindness Campaign sponsored by the Youth Council and PUSD ASB
Monday: Distribute teal wristbands printed with “Kindness” and post flyers with statistics that
highlight the need to raise awareness.
Tuesday: Go Teal Day! Teal is the color of anti-bullying and violence campaigns. Students will be
encouraged to wear teal.
Wednesday: Compliment Day--Send a message of appreciation/praise to other students.
Thursday: Moment of Silence—Schools will designate a moment of silence for victims of
violence.
Friday: Students to sign a pledge poster to stop cyber-bullying; lunch time rally. PUSD antibullying program will be presented.
BULLY Screenings
October 16 7:00 pm with Mayor Bogaard at Hastings Branch Library
Mayor Bogaard will give introductory remarks. BULLY is a beautifully cinematic, characterdriven documentary. , Directed by Lee Hirsch, the film brings human scale to the bullying
epidemic by offering an intimate, unflinching look at how bullying has touched five kids and
their families. At its heart are those with huge stakes in this issue whose stories each represent
a different facet of America’s bullying crisis.
For more information about Bullying Prevention Awareness Month, contact Kellee O’Rourke
korourke@cityofpasadena.net or by telephone at 626-744-4732. Events will also be listed on
the Human Services and Recreation Department’s website
http://cityofpasadena.net/HumanServices/.

END BULLYING
# LIVE LOVE
Join Day One and the City of Pasadena as we stand up to bullying
on Monday, October 6th from 4:30-6:00pm
In the courtyard at Pasadena City Hall

Guests will be invited to hear youth voices on bullying, share personal stories,
and discuss what we as a city are doing to advance change in our
communities and schools.

Post your bullying story #LIVELOVE
For more information contact Day One at:
626-229-9750 or email Christy@goDayOne.org
www.goDayOne.org

