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The Raymond Basin is an adjudicated water basin. On September 23, 1937, City of 
Pasadena filed legal proceedings against City of Alhambra and other pumpers of this 
basin due to concerns of overdraft. Seven years later, on December 23, 1944, the 
Raymond Basin became the first basin wide adjudication of ground water rights in 
California. 
 
As an adjudication basin, each member is allocated a fixed amount of “decreed” 
groundwater rights. It is the responsibility of these members to put the water to 
beneficial use (i.e. no waste) including implementing practices to protect the 
groundwater from overdraft and maintaining or improving the water quality. These 
practices include a number of monthly and weekly data collecting and reporting to the 
Raymond Basin Watermaster. Examples include well production, groundwater 
measurements, and spreading surface water for groundwater recharge. 
 
In addition to collecting data, monthly meetings are held with members to discuss 
groundwater issues, opportunities, and legislation. This enables the members to better 
understand the issues confronting each agency, and it provides an opportunity to 
exchange ideas and work on projects collaboratively. Members learn about proposed 
legislation and regulations laws that may or may not affect their operations. On 
occasion the Raymond Basin may apply for state and federal funds on behalf of its 
members for a joint project or may provide a letter of support or opposition to a 
regional project.  
 
The Raymond Basin also establishes policies and enforces state regulations to protect 
the groundwater. An example occurred on July 1, 2009 when all nine members of the 
Pasadena Sub-basin (one of three sub-basin to the Raymond Basin) voluntarily 
agreed to reduce their pumping rights by 5% annually for a cumulative total of 30% by 
2014. Pasadena Water and Power voluntarily reduced its pumping rights from 8,343 to 
5,840 acre-feet per year. The reduction only applies to decreed rights and does affect 
other sources (e.g., additional pumping rights that arise from recharging the aquifer 
with storm water or recycled water). 
 
In summary, the new California groundwater law establishes objectives and goals to 
protect against overdraft conditions and adopts policies and measures to promote 
sustainable groundwater supplies. More than 70 years ago the Raymond Basin began 
a similar mission, and as a result of this foresight the new law has no impact to the 
City’s water operations.  
 
More information about the Raymond Basin Management Board may be found at 
www.RaymondBasin.org. 
 
 












	CMN_2014-10-01_GroundwaterManagementLegislation.pdf
	MEMORANDUM


