OFFICE OF THE CiTY MANAGER

October 2, 2014

To the Honorable City Council
of the City of Pasadena

Mayor and Councilmembers:

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

[ & Year-end Financial Status Report:

During the September 29" Special Finance Committee, the attached FY 2014 Preliminary
year-end Financial Status Report was presented for information.

2= California Groundwater Management Legislation:

During a workshop presentation on water issues at the September 29, 2014 City Council
meeting, councilmembers inquired about the potential impacts of recent state legislation dealing
with groundwater management. On September 16, 2014, Governor Brown signed into law a
package of “Groundwater Management Bills” comprised of Assembly Bill 1739, Senate Bill 1168
and Senate Bill 1319. Collectively, this legislation creates a framework for sustainable, local
groundwater management for the first time in California history. For additional detailed
information, I have attached a memorandum from Phyllis Currie, General Manager Water and
Power.

3. Bullying Prevention Awareness Month:

Human Services and Recreation joins the Police, Library and Health Departments, Mayor
and Council and community based organizations to promote the US Mayor’s Campaign to End
Bullying by proclaiming October Bullying Prevention Awareness Month.

Childhood bullying is a significant problem nationwide. It can cause school absenteeism,
mental and physical stress, poor school performance, poor self-esteem, and, in some cases, school
violence. Statistics show that 160,000 children in the United States miss school each day as a result
of being bullied. Pasadena's youth are no exception as 24% of middle and high school students
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surveyed reported being bullied during the 2013 school year with the majority being teased and
called names, having their belongings taken, being left out of the group or being hit, kicked or
pushed. Additional detailed information and planned activities which begin on October 6" can be
found on the attached memorandum from Mercy Santoro, Director of Human Services and
Recreation.

4. Complete Streets Implementation — Pedestrian Signals:

The Department of Transportation has been implementing a program to make operational
changes at traffic signals in high pedestrian areas to improve the experience that pedestrians have at
the actuated signals that are present at most intersections. The attached memorandum and diagram
from Frederick Dock, Director of Transportation highlights what the program is, how it works, why
is it necessary and where is it in place.

5. Revised Date for Development Process Improvement Review:

In the September 18, 2014 City Manager’s Newsletter, the Planning and Community
Development Department provided an update on development process improvements which
included a look ahead at when future related items would be presented to the City Council. Staff
anticipated this would occur on October 6, 2014, however, this item is now scheduled for October
27,2014.

6. ArtNight Pasadena, “Best Cultural Festival,” Returns Friday, October 10:

Past recipient of the “Best Cultural Festival” award from readers of the Pasadena Weekly,
ArtNight Pasadena is the City’s cultural open house and is produced by the Cultural Affairs
division in collaboration with the partnering organizations. Fall ArtNight Pasadena will include 20
participating venues filled with art, dance, music and performances located throughout the City.

Fall ArtNight adds two new venues: Jackie Robinson Community Center will present jazz
and video tributes to the Robinson brothers while the Council of Border Arts and Culture (COFAC),
at the Aahoo Gallery, will exhibit colorful works by local artists.

Other evening highlights to name a few include: feminist photography at the Pasadena
Museum of California Art, sing-along show tunes at the Pasadena Playhouse, a celebration of 130
years of reading at the Pasadena Library and REALSPACE, an exploration of the nexus of art and
science at Art Center College of Design. For a complete detail of evening events and transportation
services, I have attached a memorandum from Vincent Bertoni, Director of Planning & Community
Development.

Respectfully Submitted,
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STEVE MERMELL
Assistant City Manager

SM/
/attachment
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The Raymond Basin is an adjudicated water basin. On September 23, 1937, City of
Pasadena filed legal proceedings against City of Alhambra and other pumpers of this
basin due to concerns of overdraft. Seven years later, on December 23, 1944, the
Raymond Basin became the first basin wide adjudication of ground water rights in
California.

As an adjudication basin, each member is allocated a fixed amount of “decreed”
groundwater rights. It is the responsibility of these members to put the water to
beneficial use (i.e. no waste) including implementing practices to protect the
groundwater from overdraft and maintaining or improving the water quality. These
practices include a number of monthly and weekly data collecting and reporting to the
Raymond Basin Watermaster. Examples include well production, groundwater
measurements, and spreading surface water for groundwater recharge.

In addition to collecting data, monthly meetings are held with members to discuss
groundwater issues, opportunities, and legislation. This enables the members to better
understand the issues confronting each agency, and it provides an opportunity to
exchange ideas and work on projects collaboratively. Members learn about proposed
legislation and regulations laws that may or may not affect their operations. On
occasion the Raymond Basin may apply for state and federal funds on behalf of its
members for a joint project or may provide a letter of support or opposition to a
regional project.

The Raymond Basin also establishes policies and enforces state regulations to protect
the groundwater. An example occurred on July 1, 2009 when all nine members of the
Pasadena Sub-basin (one of three sub-basin to the Raymond Basin) voluntarily
agreed to reduce their pumping rights by 5% annually for a cumulative total of 30% by
2014. Pasadena Water and Power voluntarily reduced its pumping rights from 8,343 to
5,840 acre-feet per year. The reduction only applies to decreed rights and does affect
other sources (e.g., additional pumping rights that arise from recharging the aquifer
with storm water or recycled water).

In summary, the new California groundwater law establishes objectives and goals to
protect against overdraft conditions and adopts policies and measures to promote
sustainable groundwater supplies. More than 70 years ago the Raymond Basin began
a similar mission, and as a result of this foresight the new law has no impact to the
City’s water operations.

More information about the Raymond Basin Management Board may be found at
www.RaymondBasin.org.















TO: Michael J. Beck, City Manager

FROM:. Vincent P. Bertoni, AICP, Director of the Plannmg & Community Development
: Department
DATE: October 2, 2014

SUBJECT:  Fall ArtNight Pasadena 2014

ArtNight Pasadena, “Best Cultural Festival,” Returns Friday, October 10!

Past recipient of the "Best Cultural Festival" award from readers of the Pasadena Weekly,
Spring ArtNight Pasadena is the City's cultural open house and is produced by the Cultural
Affairs division in collaboration with the partnering organizations. Fall ArtNight Pasadena
will include 20 participating venues filled with art, dance, music and performances located
throughout the City.

Fall ArfNight adds two new venues: Jackie Robinson Community Center will present jazz
and video tributes to the Robinson brothers while the Council of Border Arts and Culture
(COFAC), at the Aahoo Gallery, will exhibit coforful works by local artists.

Other evening highlights include: feminist photography at the Pasadena Museum of
California Art, sing-along show tunes at the Pasadena Playhouse, a celebration of 130 years
of reading at the Pasadena Library and REALSPACE, an exploration of the nexus of art and
science at Art Center College of Design. Teens are also invited to experience music and
printmaking at atWORKS while families with young children can enjoy hands-on fun at
Kidspace Children’s Museum.

Dance, music and more will surround from the steps of City Hall to Memorial Park, where
the sounds and excitement of Muse/lque will resonate. Contemporary dance can be found
at Lineage Performing Arts Center and A Room to Create. AriNight is funded through the
City’s Arts and Culture Commission which also provides Mini-grants to small arts groups and
individual artists to participate. Find flamenco music and dance at the Library, blues at the
Armory Center for the Arts, DJ One at atWORKS Teen Center and Duo Ridiculo at Offramp
Gallery. _

Free shuttie buses provide transportation to each venue. Metro riders can present their
“TAP” cards at some sites for speclal discounts. For more information about ArtNight, visit:
- www.artnightpasadena.org (aiso in Spanish).

For more information about Cultural Affairs programs, please contact Rochelle Branch,
Cultural Affairs Manager, Planning & Community Development Department; (626) 744-7062.
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