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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 15, 2017 #031-17

NEWS MEDIA CONTACTS:
Lisa Derderian, Public Information Officer, Pasadena Fire Dept., (626) 744-7276, |derderian@cityofpasadena.net
William H. Boyer, Pasadena Public Information Officer, City Manager’s Office, (626) 744-7455, wboyer@cityofpasadena.net

ALL FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL IN PASADENA; VIOLATORS FACE JAIL TIME
PASADENA, Calif.—Got fireworks in Pasadena? If so, you might find yourself making an appearance
in court as all fireworks are illegal to sell, use or possess in Pasadena. The City maintains a Zero
Tolerance enforcement policy for fireworks and Pasadena’s police and firefighters are teaming up for
special enforcement patrols against fireworks. Violators are subject to arrest; having their vehicles
impounded; up to one year in jail and fines up to $50,000.

Help keep all of us, our children, homes and property safe from illegal fireworks. If You See
Something, Say Something! Call Pasadena Police at (626) 744-4241 to report illegal fireworks
and other suspicious activities. Residents may also use the City’s smart phone app, available
at www.cityofpasadena.net/citizen-service-center to report illegal fireworks.

If you want fireworks to be part of your Fourth of July Holiday, attend the 91" annual “Americafest,”
one of the best family-friendly celebrations and professional fireworks shows in Southern California at
the Rose Bowl Stadium. For ticket and event information, go to www.rosebowlstadium.com.

Due to the high potential for fire hazards and injuries, Pasadena police and fire personnel will staff
checkpoints around the stadium to seize all fireworks. Parking enforcement officers will ensure that
vehicles illegally parked in Pasadena’s hillside areas on July 4 are impounded.

The Pasadena Fire Department will begin applying Phos-Chek on Thursday, June 29, 2017 to brush
areas around the stadium. The main ingredients of this annual, preventative fire retardant are
phosphates and fertilizers to help prevent plants from burning and re-vegetate burned wildland areas.

Pasadena’s Fire Chief Bertral Washington, Police Chief Phillip Sanchez and Public Health Officer Dr.
Ying-Ying Goh urge everyone to make safety their top priority and offer the following reminders:

e Celebrate responsibly, always designate a driver.
If outdoors, remember to use sunscreen, wear a brimmed hat and seek shade if needed.
Fight the Bite, use bug spray/repellant to protect against mosquitoes.
Stay hydrated, drink water or other nutritious fluids before thirsty; limit alcohol & sugary drinks.
Many areas of the City, including outdoors, are “No Smoking” zones. Respect “No Smoking”
areas and, if you do smoke, always safely dispose of used cigarettes, cigars or other devices.
Always have someone tending the barbecue and watching the swimming pool when in use.
Call 9-1-1 for all life-threatening emergencies.
Call (626) 744-4241 for all other public safety needs.
When calling for help, speak calmly, give accurate location information and reason for calling.
Visit www.readypasadena.net for emergency preparedness information; and to register your
telephones to receive Red Flag Alerts or other emergency notifications.

Statistics show fireworks are among the riskiest of all consumer products. Even sparklers, which many people
think are safe, are dangerous and can reach 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit; causing serious burns or fires. Nearly
10,000 fireworks-related injuries are treated in U.S. emergency rooms every year and two of five people injured
from fireworks are under 15 years old. National Fire Protection Association statistics show about 90 percent of
all fireworks-related injuries are caused by so-called “safe and sane” fireworks which are illegal in Pasadena.

Stay connected to the City of Pasadena! Visit us online at www.cityofpasadena.net; follow us on Twitter @PasadenaGov,
www.twitter.com/pasadenagov, and Instagram @PasadenaGov, www.instagram.com/pasadenagov; on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/cityofpasadena; and subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pasadengov. Watch live
streaming or archived video on demand about us on KPAS, the City’s government cable TV channel, at
www.cityofpasadena.net/Media. Or call the Citizen Service Center, www.cityofpasadena.net/Citizen-Service-Center, 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday at (626) 744-7311.
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Banners and placards to be used on Pasadena Transit buses and outside libraries and fire
stations.

Online advertisement campaign with Pasadena Now using version of the
above artwork, saturation ads now thru July 5.

Similar print and online advertisements with Pasadena Weekly, issues of
June 22 & June 29.

Additional City website banner postings in English and Spanish.

Repeat cablecasting of full coverage of press conference on KPAS by
Pasadena Media; web streaming of same content.

Public Service Announcements on KPAS and bulletin board messages
already airing.

Same PSA currently posted & pinned to City’s main Facebook and Twitter
accounts, at www.facebook.com/cityofpasadena and
www.twitter.com/pasadenagov.

Placement of “No Fireworks” vehicle cling signs on City rolling stock,
primarily Police and Fire vehicles beginning week of June 19.

Additional coordinated messages with all city Twitter accounts.

Nixle announcements via Police Department using press materials.

Please call me at ext. 4755 if you have questions or if | can be of further
assistance.
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