
OFFI C E OF Til E CI TY M A!';AG ER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

March 7, 2019 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. Tree City USA and Tree City USA Growth Award: 

Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works is pleased to announce the City of 
Pasadena was named a 2018 Tree City USA designee by the Arbor Day Foundation. 
Additionally, the City received a Tree City USA Growth Award for its continued 
improvements to the City' s Urban Forestry program. This marks the 291

h year the 
City was named a Tree City USA, and the l91h year the City was awarded the Tree 
City USA Growth Award. TREE CI'IY US.t( 

Tree City USA awards are given to communities who have implemented the 
following as part of their urban forestry program: an active tree board or depru1ment; 
a tree-care ordinance; an annual forestry budget of at least $2 per capita; and an Arbor 
Day observance and proclamation. Tree City USA Growth Awards ru·e given to 
communities who have been a Tree City USA awardee for two consecutive years, TREE em US.( 
and have demonstrated enhancements to their urban forestry program in the 
following categories: education and public relations; forestry partnerships; forestry planning and 
management; and specialized tree-planting and maintenance. 

"Tree City USA communities see the impact an urban forest has in a community first hand," 
said Dan Lambe, President of the Arbor Day Foundation. "Additionally, recognition brings residents 
together and creates a sense of community pride, whether it's through volunteer engagement or public 
education." 

For more information about the Tree City USA program, please visit 
https :/ /www .ru·borday. org/pro grams/treeci tyusa/ 
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I OU .\ '. Ccn.field ! l t 'i'lllte. Room 229 

JJa ili11gAdd ress: P.0. /3ox ~11 5 · Pasaden a 91/ U'J--2 15 

(626) -4·1·6936 · Fax (626) --i4·F-·i 

slller/1/el /@('i tyo!Jw.wdella . 11 et 

https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/


To the Honorable City Counci l 
March 7, 2019 
Page 12 

2. Parks and Natural Resources- Battery Powered Equipment: 

As submitted by Ara Maloyan, Director of Public 
Works, the Department of Public Works, Parks and 
Natural Resources Division (PNR) is charged with 
maintaining over 920 acres of landscaped areas 
throughout the City. As part of this effort, PNR utilizes a 
fleet of heavy duty commercial grade landscape 
equipment that is capable of completing the required 
tasks safely and efficiently. Some of these heavy duty 
tools include ride on mowers, push mowers, back-pack 
blowers, chainsaws, weed eaters and hedge sheers. 

With recent advancements in green technology, 
specifically battery powered commercial grade landscape equipment, PNR partnered up with the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) in 
2017 for a trial period to test the durability and longevity 
of the latest battery powered equipment. Based on 
observations and experiences during the trial period, PNR 
has converted approximately 15% of its landscape 
equipment through the acquisition of battery powered ride 
on mowers, backpack blowers, weed eaters and power 
sheers. 

PNR will continue its efforts to incorporate green 
technology into its fleet as the battery power industry 
continues to advance, allowing us to achieve a green and 

sustainable landscape maintenance operation. 

3. Pasadena Water and Power Develops Water System and Resources Plan: 

Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") has begun the process to update both the 2002 Water 
System Master Plan and the 2011 Water Integrated Resources Plan in order to create a comprehensive 
Water System and Resources Plan ("WSRP"). According to Gurcharan S. Bawa, General Manager of 
Pasadena Water & Power, the WSRP will lay the foundation for policy and resource decisions 
necessary to support the priorities of Pasadena' s water system. Although strategic in perspective, it 
will provide capital and resource planning guidance to address Pasadena's aging water supply and 
delivery infrastructure, existing water resources, and opp01tunities for maximizing local water supplies 
through 2045 . By combining the eff01t, PWP can prioritize both capital and water resource programs, 
and take budgetary and scheduling constraints into account. To learn more about the WSRP and to 
provide input, visit: http://www.PWPweb.com/WSRP. 

http://www.PWPweb.com/WSRP
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4. Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Orange Grove Boulevard 
Lane Reconfiguration Before and After Study: 

Attached is a memorandum from Frederick C. Dock, Director ofTransportation with the results 
of an evaluation of the Sierra Madre Villa Avenue lane reconfiguration project between Foothill and 
Orange Grove Boulevards. The evaluation was conducted to determine the effects of the lane 
reconfiguration on vehicular speed, motorist travel time, and overall traffic safety. 

5. Status Update for Lida Street Complete Streets Project: 

At the March 4, 2019 Public Safety Committee meeting, concerns were raised about the 
condition and width of the bicycle lane that is being constructed as part of the Lida Street Complete 
Streets Project (Priority 9/Project 75074 in the FY 2019 Transportation CIP). The issues raised is that 
the design does not appear to provide sufficient width for the proposed bicycle lane. Comments were 
also made about the lack of public involvement for the project. A memorandum submitted by Frederick 
C. Dock, Director of Transportation is attached for additional information. 

6. Refuse Vehicle Specifications: 

In a memorandum submitted by Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works, the street maintenance 
and integrated Waste Management Division (SMIWM) provides fu ll service solid waste collection 
services to 27,500 residential and commercial customers in the City of Pasadena. The attached 
memorandum describes the specifications for refuse vehicles. 

7. Our Pasadena- Upcoming Specific Plan Workshop: 

David M. Reyes, Director of Planning & Community Development and the Department 
welcomes you to join them at their second round of community workshops as the Department shares 
preliminary concept ideas based on input received from the first round of workshops held last year for 
all eight of the Specific Plan areas. Feedback received will help refine these ideas and inform updates 
to the Specific Plans. The Specific Plans will provide a detailed vision and regulations to guide future 
development fo r the next 15-20 years. 

The second round of workshops will take place between January and July, 2019. Information 
on the upcoming workshop in March is included below. Please visit our website at ourpasadena.org 
for materia ls from completed workshops and updates for future community workshops. 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 

Two sessions available featuring the same information andformat: 
Session 1: 2:30 - 4:00 p.in. or Session 2: 6:00- 8:00p.m. 

Pasadena Senior Center 
85 East Holl y Street 

www.ourpasadena.org
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8. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices: 

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week' s 
submiss ion of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the 
webpage for posting public notices and adver1isements has been updated with the attached information 
and can be accessed from the City's home webpage at https://www.cityofpasadena.net/mainl. If you 
require additional detailed information on these legal advet1ising and public notices, please contact Mr. 
Jomsky at (626) 744-4709. 

I Attachments 

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ 
Assistant City Manager 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/main/


To: Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

PASADENA WATER AND POWER 

MEMORANDUM 
March 7, 2019 

From: Gurcharan S. Bawa ~ 
General Manager -- · · 

Re: City Manager Newsletter Item 

Pasadena Water and Power Develops Water System and Resources Plan 

Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") has begun the process to update both the 2002 
Water System Master Plan and the 2011 Water Integrated Resources Plan in order to 
create a comprehensive Water System and Resources Plan ("WSRP"). The WSRP will lay 
the foundation for policy and resource decisions necessary to support the priorities of 
Pasadena's water system. Although strategic in perspective, it will provide capital and 
resource planning guidance to address Pasadena's aging water supply and delivery 
infrastructure, existing water resources, and opportunities for maximizing local water 
supplies through 2045. By combining the effort, PWP can prioritize both capital and water 
resource programs, and take budgetary and scheduling constraints into account. 

Historically, PWP's water supply has relied on the following main sources: imported water 
purchased from Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, local groundwater 
pumped from the Raymond Basin and local surface waters to augment groundwater 
supplies. PWP's continued reliance on groundwater requires a sustainable groundwater 
basin. The goals of the WSRP are to: 

• Develop and manage sustainable water supplies 
• Provide reliable water service 
• Foster watershed stewardship and environmental health 
• Support Pasadena's quality of life and community values 

PWP will continue to develop the WSRP through the end of 2019 with the participation of a 
diverse stakeholder group representing the interests of Pasadena's customers. This group 
includes community leaders in water management, environmental and social advocacy, 
education , technology, and economic development. PWP will be hosting stakeholder 
workshops to provide project updates and receive community input as the plan develops. 

The WSRP will also provide an opportunity to educate Pasadena's youth about resource 
planning and water system management. To reach high school students who are 
interested in learning more about water resources, PWP worked with Pasadena-based, 
non-profit Outward Bound Adventures ("OBA") and their Youth Advisory Council. On 
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February 13, these Student Stakeholders received an in-depth presentation on 
Pasadena's water system, the WSRP, and the educational paths required for a variety of 
positions within the utility. The students were also invited to attend a Stakeholder 
Workshop to view how PWP partners with community stakeholders during the 
development process. 

To reach college students that are interested in resource planning , engineering , or 
Geographical Information Systems, PWP worked with Pasadena City College ("PCC") and 
their Natural Sciences Division . On February 28, PWP held a seminar at PCC to inform 
students about what kinds of opportunities await a future profession in the water 
management field . The seminar was open to current PCC students as well as the OBA 
Student Stakeholders. PWP also partnered with PCC to offer its students a paid three­
month summer internship with WSRP consultant Woodard & Curran. During this 
internship, the selected college student will provide support for the WSRP and contribute 
to the planning and development of Pasadena's water system. 

To learn more about the WSRP and to provide input, visit: 
http://www.PWPweb.com/WSRP. 

Engineering Manager Brad Boman takes questions from Pasadena City College students. 

http://www.PWPweb.com/WSRP


PAfADENA 
DEPART RTATI 

DATE: March 6, 2019 

TO: Steve Mermell, City Manager 

FROM: Frederick C. Dock, Director -3'~t ~O'-'z.__ 
SUBJECT: Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Orange 

Grove Boulevard Lane Reconfiguration Before and After Study 

An evaluation of the Sierra Madre Villa Avenue lane reconfiguration project between 
Foothill and Orange Grove Boulevards has been conducted to determine the effects of 
the lane reconfiguration on vehicular speed , motorist travel time, and overall traffic 
safety. 
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Figure 1: Area Map 

-
Sierra Madre Villa Avenue 

is a north/south minor 
arterial with a curb-to-curb 
width of 54 feet. Prior to 
the lane reconfiguration 
project in July 2017, Sierra 
Madre Villa Avenue was 
striped for two lanes and a 
parking lane in both the 

~ northbound and south-
~ 

q. bound directions. Sierra 
Madre Villa Avenue 
carried approximately 
14,500 vehicles per day 
based on 2013 data . The 
posted speed limit on 
Sierra Madre Villa Avenue 
is 35 miles per hour and 
the land use is single 
family residential homes 
on the west side and retail 
and commercial uses on 
the east side . The 
segment of Sierra Madre 

Villa Avenue connects the residential communities of Kinneloa Mesa and Hastings 
Ranch to East Pasadena and Interstate 210 to the south. 

In June 2017, the City of Pasadena implemented a lane reconfiguration consistent with 
the City's Complete Streets policies that were adopted in the 2015 Mobility Element 
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Update to coincide with a resurfacing project on Sierra Madre Villa Avenue . The lane 
reconfiguration consisted of striping changes that reconfigured the street from a four­
lane cross-section to a three-lane cross-section with bike lanes as shown in Figure 2 
and Figure 3 below: 

-- - ....... . 
Figure 2: Previous Four-lane Cross-Section for Sierra Madre Villa Avenue 

Figure 3: Current Three-lane Cross-Section for Sierra Madre Villa Avenue 

The resurfacing projected provided the City an opportunity to implement a lane 
reconfiguration in an effort to enhance safety on the corridor. Specifically, this includes 
facilitation of safer and shorter pedestrian crossings, provision of safer bicycling access 
to the Metro Gold Line station through installation of buffered bike lanes, safer ingress 
and egress to residential driveways to the west and reduction of the likelihood of rear 
end or sideswipe collisions through the installation of the two way left turn lane and the 
installation of dedicated left turn lanes at three cross streets that intersect with Sierra 
Madre Villa Avenue along the segment of roadway. 

This investigation, conducted in November 2018, assesses the effectiveness of the 
project through the metrics of average vehicular speed, travel time, and collision rates 
by comparing data from September 2016, prior to the project, September 2017, 
immediate post-project implementation , and September 2018, current conditions one 
year after project implementation. September was chosen as the ideal comparison 
month as the project was completed in July 2017 but local schools are typically not in 
session until September. 
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TRAVEL SPEED 

The ability to manage speeds on arterial streets has been a goal of the Transportation 
Department for many years. Current State law requires enforceable speed limits to be 
based on prevailing travel speeds. In Pasadena, similar to other jurisdictions statewide, 
maintaining speed limits has become a challenge as prevailing speed has gradually 
increased on streets. One of the goals of this type of road project is to stall this trend in 
increasing motorist speeds. 

Average travel speeds of an average September weekday (Tuesday through Thursday) 
for each hour of the day were obtained from the City's iPeMS traffic information 
database. 

Table A summarizes average speeds between 2016 (pre-project), 2017 (post project), 
and 2018 (current). As shown in Table A, average speeds are highest through the night 
and slow down to approximately 16-22 miles per hour (mph) beginning with peak 
morning traffic at 6:00a.m. and increases back up to the 26-30 mph after 10:00 p.m. 
This speed pattern is consistent between all surveyed years. 

Table A: Average Speed (mph) Summary for September 2016, 2017, and 2018 

AM Peak PM Peak NightTime 
Scenario (6 AM- 9 AM) (4 PM -7 PM) (10 PM-6 AM) 

NB SB NB SB NB SB 
Sept. 2016 

22.5 . 22.2 20.1 19.2 27.6 27.9 
(Before Project) 

Sept. 2017 
19.8 20.5 17.6 17.4 25.6 25.5 

(After Project) 
Sept. 2018 

20.3 21.4 19.9 18.6 25.6 25.8 
(1 Year After Project) 

As shown in Table A, "off-peak" average travel speed (10:00 p.m. to 6:00a.m.) has 
decreased as a result of the project. This period represents a "free-flow" travel 
condition when travel is relatively unencumbered and typically the fastest. As a goal of 
the project is to manage potentially unsafe speeds, this reduction in "off-peak" speeds is 
seen as a positive project result. 

It must be noted that the average speeds shown represent the mean average of all 
vehicles during the time periods shown and therefore is not representative of individual 
driver experiences. For example, the driver's speed and experience traveling from 
Foothill Boulevard to Orange Grove Boulevard at 5:15p.m. is likely very different from 
another driver making the same trip at 5:45 p.m. or even 5:25p.m. With this in mind, 
average speed by time of day was chosen to represent travel speed in this report as it is 
the most equitable way to communicate the varied experiences of numerous individuals 
in a single, tangible number. 

A summary table comparing the changes in average speeds between scenario years is 
provided in Table B. A comparison over a full 24 hour weekday shows that speeds 
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reduced by eight percent between September 2016 to September 2017 and three 
percent between September 2016 to September 2018. The greater decrease in speed 
between 2017 and 2016 as compared to 2018 and 2016 suggests that there was a 
period immediately after the project was implemented in September 2017 where drivers 
may have been adjusting to the new roadway configuration. As shown on Table B, 
speeds in September 2018 rebounded to get closer to 2016 pre-project speeds. Based 
on the available data, it appears that Sierra Madre Villa Avenue has experienced a 
minor speed decrease of about three percent from before project conditions to one year 
after project implementation. 

Table B: Average Change in Speed between September 2016 and September 2017, 2018 

AM {6:00AM -9:00AM) PM (4:00PM-7:00PM) 24 Hour Period 

NB SB NB SB NB SB 

mph %11 mph %A mph %A mph %A mph %A mph %!1 

'16 to '17 -2.7 -12% -1.7 -8% -2.5 -12% -1.8 -9% -1.8 -8% -1.9 -8% 

'16 to '18 -2.2 -10% -0.9 -4% -0.2 -1% -0.7 -3% -0.6 -3% -1.2 -3% 

A detailed table and graph depicting changes in speed by hour for all three scenario 
years is included in Attachment A. 

TRAVEL TIME 

One of the project's goals was to minimize adverse effects to the utility of the roadway 
for vehicles. This was measured by comparing the average time it took for a vehicle to 
travel from Foothill Boulevard to Orange Grove Boulevard and vice versa along Sierra 
Madre Villa Avenue. Travel times for both the northbound and southbound direction 
were obtained from the same iPeMS database from which speed data was collected. 
Average travel time measured through this analysis includes delay attributed to the 
traffic signals at Sierra Madre Villa I Orange Grove Boulevard for northbound traffic and 
Sierra Madre Villa I Foothill Boulevard for southbound traffic. 

Similar to the previous discussion about average travel speed, average travel times 
shown in this report may differ from individual experiences due to time of day, time of 
hour, and even individual encounters with conflicting turning movements from adjacent 
roadways and driveways. 

Similar to travel speed patterns, travel times are quickest during the least busy times of 
day between the nighttime hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Travel times consistently 
range between 115 and 150 seconds between the daytime hours of 6:00a.m. and 
10:00 p.m. Average travel times for each hour of the day for September 2016, 2017, 
and 2018 are summarized and illustrated in Table C. 
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Table C: Average Travel Time {seconds) Summary for September 2016, 2017, and 2018 

Scenario 
AM {6 AM • 9 AM) PM {4 PM -7 PM) Night Time {10 PM-6 AM) 
NB SB NB SB NB SB 

Sept. 2016 117 113 128 127 92 88 
Sept.2017 133 122 147 142 101 97 
Sept.2018 128 117 130 134 100 96 

Table D summarizes travel time change and shows that similar to the trend in speed, 
Sierra Madre Villa Avenue experienced a larger increase in travel time immediately after 
the project was implemented but recovered to levels closer to pre-project conditions 
after the adjustment period. The data shows that travel times increased by nine percent 
from September 2016 to September 2017, but rebounded to closer to pre-project travel 
times to an increase of two percent from September 2016 to September 2018. 

TableD: Average Change in Travel Time between September 2016 and September 2017, 2018 

AM {6:00AM ·9:00AM) PM {4:00PM- 7:00 PM) 24 Hour Period 
NB SB NB SB NB SB 

sec %~ sec %.6. sec %.6. sec %.6. sec %~ sec %.6. 

'16 to '17 16 14% 9 8% 19 15% 14 11% 11 9% 11 10% 

'16 to '18 11 9% 4 4% 2 2% 7 5% 3 2% 6 2% 

As shown at the bottom of TableD, the average increase in travel times range from 
three to 19 seconds are not envisioned to result in drivers choosing alternate routes. 
This is a combination of the relatively low travel time and the lack of viable and nearby 
bypass routes. 

The closest north-south routes between Orange Grove Boulevard and Foothill 
Boulevard include Sunnyslope Avenue to the west and Halstead Street/Rosemead 
Boulevard to the east. Sunnyslope Avenue is approximately one-half mile to the west 
and is a residential local road with a 25 mph speed limit with speed humps. This route 
would require traveling through four additional signalized intersections. Halstead 
Street/Rosemead Boulevard is approximately 700 feet to the east and would require 
traveling through two additional signalized intersections. 

A detailed table and graph showing travel time changes per hour between the three 
analysis scenarios is included as Attachment B. 

COLLISIONS 

Collision data for the five-year period prior to the project was compared to the 18 month 
period after implementation to assess whether the project resulted in fewer collisions. 
Collision data was collected from the City's traffic collision database of collisions for 
which police reports were filed. This period of data has been annualized for comparison 
(in the shaded columns). 
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Table E· Collision History· Sierra Madre Villa Ave between Foothill Blvd and Orange Grove Blvd 
Aug-12- Aug-13 • Aug-14- Aug-15- Aug-16- Pre-Proj Aug-17- Aug-18-
Jul-13 Jul-14 Jul-15 Jul-16 Jul-17 5 Yr. Avg. Jul-18 Jan-19 

Total Collisions 5 3 2 0 5 3 2 0 

-Rear-End 0 1 0 0 3 1 1 0 

-Broadside/Left-Turn 2 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 

-Head-On 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

-Other 2 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 

Injuries 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 

Ped/Bike Involved 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Collisions in Table E are broken down by collision types that can be reduced through 
lane reconfiguration projects. These collisions are highlighted in this table as the project 
was implemented with the goal of reducing these collisions. Specifically, lane 
reconfigurations can influence certain collisions for the following reasons: 

• Rear-end collision risk is reduced by providing left-turning vehicles a place to wait 
in the two-way left-turn lane median instead of waiting in a travel lane. 

• Broadsides and left-turn collision risk is reduced when left-turning vehicles use 
the two-way left-turn median as a waiting area to either turn off or turn onto 
Sierra Madre Villa Avenue. Left turning vehicles in the new configuration are 
only tuning left across one opposing travel lane. This can also provide 
northbound and southbound through traveling vehicles more warning of a car 
entering or exiting their travel lane. 

• Head-on collision risk is reduced as the two-way left-turn lane acts as a buffer 
between through traveling vehicles that prior to the project were separated only 
by a double yellow center line. Head-on collision risk between through vehicles 
and opposing left-turning vehicles is likely unaffected as the proximity between 
these conflicting movements will not change. 

As shown on Table E, the segment of Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill 
Boulevard and Orange Grove Boulevard experienced on average three collisions a year 
while the first full year after project implementation experiencing two collisions. It should 
be noted that due to the small sample size in both the number of collisions in any given 
year relatively short period of time (18 months), interpretation of collision trends should 
not be considered definitive at this time. 

TRAFFIC VOLUMES 

The most recent mid-block 24-hour traffic counts taken before the project were collected 
in 2013. However, peak hour turning movement counts were taken at the intersection 
of Sierra Madre Villa Ave and Orange Grove Blvd in May 2017, prior to the project 
implementation and again in September 2018, one year after the implementation. 
During the heaviest traffic period, the PM peak period (4:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.), 
northbound traffic volumes on Sierra Madre Villa Avenue remained mostly unchanged 
between the before and after period, with 1146 vehicles over the two-hour period in May 
2017 and 1139 vehicles over the two-hour period in September 2018. 
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A closer look at the single PM peak hour shows a minor reduction of northbound 
vehicles in the PM peak hour. In May 2017, the northbound approach to the 
intersection had a volume of 638 vehicles during the peak hour (5:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.), 
while in September 2018 the northbound approach to the intersection had a volume of 
593 vehicles during the peak hour (4:30p.m.- 5:30p.m.), a reduction of 45 vehicles in 
the PM peak hour. While a reduction in the northbound single PM peak hour volumes 
was found, the consistency of the two-hour PM peak period volumes demonstrates that 
driving behavior may have been adjusted where motorists have modified their travel 
patterns to avoid the busiest peak hour, but still travel through the intersection during 
the PM peak period. · 

CONCLUSION 

Analysis of data from one year after Sierra Madre Villa Avenue was reconfigured shows 
that travel times have increased slightly (between two and 11 seconds during the peak 
periods) and speeds have been reduced slightly (between one percent to 11 percent 
during the peak periods, and three percent in the off peak), from its previous config­
uration. In addition, while collision data is limited, the corridor may have experienced a 
slight decrease in vehicle collisions. This consistency in average travel times and 
speeds may be attributable to several factors which offset the reduction in travel lanes: 

• The middle two-way left-turn lane allowing left-turning vehicles to pull out of 
through traffic reduces disruptions to north and southbound through traffic flow. 

• Modification to signal operations at either end of the segment to provide more 
green time to northbound and southbound traffic. 

• Drivers have adjusted their travel patterns to avoid the busiest times of travel. 

In addition, these consistent and slightly lower travel speeds aid the maintenance of 
existing enforceable speed limits. Provision of bike lanes help close the bicycle facility 
gap between Sierra Madre Boulevard and the Sierra Madre Villa Gold Line station. 
Historic bike ridership data for this segment does not exist so a quantitative assessment 
of bike use cannot be performed. However, the project represents an improvement in 
bike accessibility due to the lack of bike facilities on this segment of Sierra Madre Villa 
Avenue before the project. 

A modification to the striping at the north end of the segment has been identified that 
will reduce the peak queuing on Sierra Madre Villa Avenue at Orange Grove Boulevard, 
by allowing for two northbound through lanes of traffic through the intersection. This 
work is currently being scheduled. 

ATTACHMENTS: (2) 

Attachment A- Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Paloma Street Weekday 
Speed Comparison- September 2016 > 2017 > 2018 

Attachment B- Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Paloma Street Weekday 
Travel Time Comparison- September 2016 > 2017 > 2018 



ATIACHMENT A: Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Paloma Street Weekday Speed Comparison- SEPTEMBER 2016 -> 2017-> 2018 

Average Speed (mph) 
Northbound Sierra Madre Villa Avenue Average Speed - September Northbound Southbound 

Hour 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 30.0 

12:00 AM 28.4 26.7 27.3 29.0 27.0 27.2 28.0 ---------------~ ,.,.,.. ........ . 
1:00AM 28.5 26.7 26.9 29.1 27.1 27.2 26.0 - , '""'\ ' 

I 
I 

2:00AM 28.4 25.9 26.4 28.9 27.1 26.9 :2 

~ 
\ ,'J Q. 24.0 ' 3:00AM 28.5 25.9 26.0 29.1 26.9 26.3 E 
~ \ , :;- 22.0 ----..._ I 

2016 _ .. I 
4 :00AM 28.5 27.6 25.5 28.8 27.2 26.4 "' 2018 ......... __ , -

~ 20.0 ' -----'---
..... -

' ... 
5:00AM 28.3 26.6 24.6 29.0 25.8 26.5 Vl ------.... -~~ ---gj, 18.0 6:00AM 26.8 23.0 21.8 26.5 23.0 23.6 ~ --_ ,...... .... 
7:00AM 21.8 18.8 20.1 21.3 19.9 21.3 "' 16.0 2017 > 

<{ 

8:00AM 18.9 17.5 19.0 18.9 18.7 19.2 14.0 

9:00AM 18.4 17.7 19.7 18.9 18.3 19.6 12.0 
10:00AM 18.6 17.7 19.4 19.4 18.0 18.9 10.0 
11:00 AM 18.3 17.1 18.3 18.5 17.6 18.1 12:00 AM 2:00AM 4:00AM 6:00AM 8:00AM 10:00 AM 12:00 PM 2:00PM 4:00PM 6:00PM 8:00PM 10:00 PM 
12:00 PM 18.6 17.1 19.0 18.7 17.8 17.6 Time 
1:00PM 18.2 18. 1 20.3 18.3 17.2 18.0 
2:00PM 18.3 17.9 19.9 18.1 17.4 18.2 Southbound Sierra Madre Villa Avenue Average Speed- September 
3:00PM 18.5 18.6 18.3 18.5 16.9 18.2 30.0 

4:00 PM 19.7 17.2 19.9 18.8 16.6 18.0 28.0 --------------', 
' 5:00 PM 19.7 17.6 19.5 19.1 17.7 18.3 --=......-- "" ' I 

-26.0 

"'~ 
I 

6:00 PM 20.9 18.0 20.3 19.8 18.0 19.5 .c / / 7:00 PM 20.8 18.2 21.5 20.7 17.7 20.1 
E' 24.o \ "~, 

"0 22.0 ' ... --~~~6 ........ ~ , 8:00PM 21.7 19.1 22.3 21.1 17.7 19.2 "' ' 
9:00PM 21.1 19.2 22.7 20.9 17.6 19.3 ~ 20.0 --- '""r:_ _201s 1 V') - ,.. .... ._ 

10:00PM 22.3 21.3 21.9 17.3 19.6 g:, 18.0 ~ - ..:.::------ -- ~--19.5 -"' --11:00 PM 27.7 25.6 26.6 27.7 26.0 26.2 0; 16.0 2017 > 
Average 22.5 20.7 21.9 22.5 20.6 21.4 <{ 14.0 

legend 12.0 

September 2016 - pre-project 10.0 

September 2017 - post-project implementation 12:00 AM 2:00AM 4 :00AM 6:00AM 8:00AM 10:00AM 12:00 PM 2:00 PM 4:00PM 6:00PM 8:00PM 10:00PM 
September 2018 -post-project, 1 yr. later Time 

Average Change in Speed 
Oara Source: 1PeMS • Performance Measurement System based on AM (6:00AM -9:00AM) PM (4:00PM-7:00PM) 24 Hour Period 

permanent count locations and calculations 
Northbo und Southbound Northbound Southbound Northbound Southbound 

mph %change mph % change mph %change mph %change mph %change mph %change 

'16 to '17 -2.7 -12% -1.7 -8% -2.5 -12% -1.8 -9% -1.8 -8% -1.9 -8% 

'16 to '18 -2.2 -10% -0.9 -4% -0.2 -1% -0.7 -3% -0.6 -3% -1.2 -3% 



ATTACHMENT 8: Sierra Madre Villa Avenue between Foothill Boulevard and Paloma Street Road Diet Weekday Travel Time Comparison - SEPTEMBER 2016 -> 2017-> 2018 

Average Travel Time (seconds) 
Northbound Sierra Madre Villa Avenue Average Travel Time- September Northbound Southbound 

Hour 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 160 -
12:00 AM 89 95 92 83 89 89 150 --- _ .. ">-~"'/ 1:00AM 88 94 94 83 89 89 140 --::.;.=:;:;- ...... _ -2:00AM 89 99 97 84 89 90 -g 130 

. ~ ' -""'\ , .. ' 
3:00AM 89 100 98 83 91 94 0 ~ . , .. _ 

--~ 
.; 120 I.' , .. ,. 

4:00AM 89 92 100 85 89 92 I 

5:00AM 89 95 104 83 95 92 
e 110 2018 / , 

6:00AM 95 112 118 93 108 105 
i= 100 
~ 201Z. J

1 -.:; 
> 90 - .. • 7:00AM 118 137 129 115 125 117 ~ ---------------.... 2016 

8:00AM 137 148 136 131 132 130 80 

9:00AM 139 146 133 130 136 128 70 

10:00 AM 139 145 134 127 137 132 60 

11:00 AM 140 151 140 134 139 137 12:00 AM 2:00AM 4:00AM 6:00AM 8:00AM !O:OOAM 12:00 PM 2:00PM 4:00PM 6:00PM 8:00PM 10:00 PM 
12:00 PM 138 150 137 132 139 142 Time 

1:00PM 143 142 128 134 143 137 

2:00PM 143 145 130 136 143 137 Southbound Sierra Madre Villa Avenue Average Travel Time- September 
3:00PM 139 139 142 133 146 136 160 -
4:00PM 131 150 131 131 148 139 150 
5:00PM 130 147 131 128 140 136 --- 2017 

140 ' -~ ·- -- ' 6:00PM 122 143 128 124 137 128 -g 130 

,, ________ ..... ___ 
2018 ... .. ... __ , - ... ... \ 7:00PM 122 140 121 118 140 125 0 

8:00PM 117 134 117 116 139 130 ~ 120 ------1Q.l..6 .. 
e 110 

~ .... 
9:00PM 121 135 116 116 140 128 , ' ~,,' ' 10:00 PM 114 133 122 112 141 127 ~ 100 ' QJ ' 11:00 PM 91 100 96 88 94 93 > 

90 .-.:::--- :;;;;.- , .. ' "' .= ---------------, 
Average 117 128 120 112 124 119 80 

Legend 70 

September 2016 - pre-project 60 

September 2017 - post-project implementation 12:00 AM 2:00AM 4:00AM 6:00AM 8:00AM 10:00 AM 12:00 PM 2:00PM 4:00PM 6:00PM 8:00PM 10:00 PM 
September 2018 -post-project, 1 yr. later Time 

Average Change in Travel Time during peak periods 
Dat a Source : iPeM S • Performe1nce M easurement System based on AM (6:00 AM - 9:00 AM) PM (4:00PM - 7 :00PM) 24 Hour Period 

permanent count locat ions and calculations 
Northbound Southbound Northbound Southbound Northbound Southbound 

seconds %change seconds % change seconds %change seconds %change seconds %cha nge seconds %change 

"16to '17 16 14% 9 8% 19 15% 14 11% 11 9% 11 10% 

'16to '18 11 9% 4 4% 2 2% 7 5% 3 2% 6 2% 



PAfADENA 
DEPART RTATI 

DATE: March 6, 2019 

TO: Steve Mermell , City Manager 

FROM: Frederick C. Dock, Director~1Q,~Ot-~ 
SUBJECT: Status Update for Lida Street Complete Streets Project 

At the March 4, 2019 Public Safety Committee meeting , concerns were raised about the 
condition and width of the bicycle lane that is being constructed as part of the Lid a 
Street Complete Streets Project (Priority 9/Project 75074 in the FY 2019 Transportation 
CIP). The issues raised is that the design does not appear to provide sufficient width for 
the proposed bicycle lane. Comments were also made about the lack of public 
involvement for the project. 

The Lida Street Complete Streets project is the result of a neighborhood-based traffic 
management program through which Department of Transportation staff have met 
frequently with the leadership board of the Linda Vista-Annandale Neighborhood 
Association to develop the best solutions for all users of Lida Street including 
pedestrians and bicyclists. The L VAA worked with the Department of Transportation to 
pilot the six-step workshop-based Complete Streets Program. That program uses a 
small-group workshop process to identify traffic issues, develop strategies for resolving 
those issues and prepare alternative design concepts for consideration by the public. 

For the Lida Street Project, the workshops with the LVAA began in 2012 and continued 
into 2013. A set of alternative improvements were shared with the public at a LVAA 
meeting held on 5/22/13 and the proposed alternative was presented at a Town Hall 
Meeting held by Councilmember Madison at the Art Center on 12/5/13. The selected 
concept included a planted median on Lida Street, narrowed travel lanes and bike lanes 
in the segment from Knollwood Drive to Lancashire Place and channelization at 
Lancashire Place to reduce left turn conflicts. This project was adopted into the CIP in 
FY 2015 and initially funded in FY 2016. The project was ful ly funded in FY 2019. 

The Public Works Department undertook final design of the project following initial 
funding in FY 2016 and developed the concept plan into construction documents. The 
Department of Public Works worked together with Linda Vista-Annandale Association's 
board members to select plants for the median that closely met LVAA's desire of 
drought-tolerant and native plants that highlight the unique hillside environment. In FY 
2019, the Public Works Department retained a contractor and commenced construction. 
The project is currently partially complete with the median island curbs in place . Final 
paving , striping and plantings have yet to take place but are expected to be complete in 
April 2019. The site is currently a construction zone. The existing lane striping has 
been painted over with black paint and white sharrows have been added. Once the 
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final layer of paving has been laid, lane striping will be added. Median plantings will be 
installed to provide the vertical elements needed to slow traffic. 

The project concept plan (see Figure 1 below) had 16 feet curb to curb on either side of 
the median that was to have an 11-foot travel lane and a five-foot bike lane. The 
construction plans mirror this design, with additional width provided to the bike lane. 
Field checks of the current state of construction (see Figure 2 below) show a curb to 
curb width of approximately 17 feet. Final striping will have an edge line approximately 
1' from the median curb, a ten-foot travel lane and a six-foot bike lane. 

O 5" Bike Lane 0>---1-1"--N/.:::....8 ..... Tra ..... ffic::....::l .:::....ane:;:___-{O a· I a ndscaped M"'l a n Of-----11:.._;." SI:...:B:_T~raff::.:.>C .:::....L" ..... ""~-<O 5· B'k.e Lane O 

Figure 1. Concept Plan 

Figure 2. Current State of Construction 



DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM· CITY OF PASADENA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

March 6, 2019 

Steve Mermell, City Manager 

Ara Malayan, P.E., Director of Public Works r­
Refuse Vehicle Specifications 

The Street Maintenance and Integrated Waste Management Division (SMIWM) provides full 
service solid waste collection services to 27,500 residential and commercial customers in the 
City of Pasadena. The majority of these services are provided by 27 City employees that are 
members of the Service Employees lntemational Union, Local Union 721. The Solid Waste 
Truck Operator l's and ll's utilize automated front and side loading refuse vehicles to collect 
7 mixed waste, 5 yard waste , 6 recycling and 3 commercial bin routes per day. 

The SMIWM division has implemented and maintains a ten year replacement cycle for its 
automated refuse packer fleet and only purchases vehicles that meet the City's criteria for: 

• Overall height, width and tuming radius in order to safely navigate under and through 
the low tree canopy, tight streets, alleys and hills that exist in the City. Well sized 
maneuverable vehicles reduce potential liability issues by providing employees with 
the best vehicle for the job. 

• Payload for maximum route efficiency which increases service time and reduces 
transportation time and travel to unloading locations. 

• Driver ergonomics; Solid Waste Truck Operators spend 8 hours or more a day 
operating the refuse packers 5 days per week and ergonomically designed truck cabs 
reduce potential workers compensation injuries for the employees and liability for the 
City. 

The vehicles utilized by the truck operators are either 2011 model year or newer Crane Carrier 
low entry side and front loading refuse packers or 2014-2017 Autocar two step side loading 
refuse packers. Both the Autocar and Crane Carrier claim to have the lowest first step or 
entry Into the cab in the industry at 17 .8" and 18" respectively. Crane Carrier low entry refuse 
packers have a single step into the cab floor with an additional ledge inside the cab where 
the gas and brake pedals are mounted. The Autocar has a two-step entry into the cab floor 
where the gas and brake pedal are mounted. 
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Both the Crane Carrier and Autocar are identical with respect to in cab pedal height floor to 
driver seat ratio and both were designed to provide the driver with superior entry, exit and 
driving ergonomics and are widely used in the solid waste industry for these reasons. 

Crane Carrier Auto car 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

OFFI C E O F T il E C IT Y CL E RK 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Mayor and City JoJncil 
Mark Jomsky, City Clervy;r­

March 7, 2019 

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices 

Attached, please find this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and 
public notices set for publication. 

In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been 
updated with the attached information, and can be accessed from the City's home 
webpage: www .cityofpasadena.net (see illustration below) 

City News ; Citizen Service Center 
•'Jr> ,)f'Y'IOtJO!f>fllF'nl'i ,Vll1 pul"lliC 1Jlf:yrr.-1toen Deport -1n r<>sue Of c;ubnlll il ".f'f"~P. r~t 

~ City Departments 
Browse oil departmenl and .-.ens wtthn lhe 

aty 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

:: Current Agendas 
Cu<ulnl and post agendas lot Clly 
COfTVrissions convnltloes and boar 

TOO Not·th Gatfield Avenue, 5228 · P.O. Box 71 15 · Pasadena, CA 91109·7215 

(626) 744·4 124 • Fax (626) 744·39 2 1 

www.cityofpasadena.net


Notice of Public Hearing 
City Council 

Zoning Code Amendment Relating to Regulation of Sexually 
Oriented Businesses 

SUBJECT: On March 4, 2019, City Council adopted an amendment to Title 5, Chapter 5.45 of the Pasadena Municipal 
Code (PMC) to update business license and regulations relating to sexually oriented businesses. Prior to this, the 
sexually oriented business provisions in the PMC had not been updated since 2006. Changes in the law that apply to 
such businesses, and in the sexually oriented business industry itself, require an update and modernization of the PMC 
sections that govern these uses. Amendments are being proposed to the sexually oriented business provisions in Title 
17 (Zoning Code) to bring the Zoning Code into consistency with the recently adopted Title 5 amendments. 

PROJECT LOCATION: All properties within the City of Pasadena. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The City Council will consider whether adoption of the proposed Zoning Code 
Amendment is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15061(b)(3), the "general 
rule" that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment, and 
that where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. Since the proposed activity would not expand the locations 
in which these land uses may locate beyond what is currently allowed, there is no possibility that the amendments will 
have a significant effect on the environment. 

Planning Commission Recommendation: On February 27, 2019, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed 
Zoning Code Amendment and recommended that the City Council find that the Zoning Code Text Amendment is exempt 
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and adopt 
the proposed amendment. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will hold a public hearing to receive testimony, oral and written, on the 
proposed amendments to adult business provisions in Title 17 (Zoning Code). The hearing is scheduled for: 

Date: Monday, March 25, 2019 
Time: 6:30p.m. 
Place: City Hall 

Council Chamber, Room S249 
100 North Garfield Avenue 

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Any interested party or their representative may appear at the meeting and comment on the 
project. If you wish to challenge this matter in court you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or written correspondence delivered to the hearing body, at or prior 
to the public hearing. The file can be reviewed at the Permit Center, 175 North Garfield Avenue by appointment only. 
Any written correspondence must be addressed to the City Clerk, 100 North Garfield Avenue, Room S-228, Pasadena, 
CA 91101-1704, e-mail: cityclerk@cityofpasadena.net. 

For more information about the project and the relatecj environmental documentation or to schedule an appointment: 

Contact Person: Andre Sahakian, Senior Planner Mailing Address: 
Phone: (626) 744-6916 Planning & Community Development Department 
E-mail: asahakian@cityofpasadena.net Planning Division, Community Planning Section 
Website: www.cityofpasadena.net/planning 175 North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101 

ADA: In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, listening assistive devices are available with 
a 24-hour advance notice. Please call (626) 7 44-4009 or (626) 7 44-4371 (TDD) to request use of a listening device. 
Language translation seNices are available for this meeting by calling (626) 744-4009 at least 48 hours in advance. 




