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July 18, 2019

To the Honorable City Council
of the City of Pasadena

Mayor and Councilmembers:

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

1. Commercial Cannabis — Status Report on Application Review:

Last month the City announced the final scoring and selection of top applicants for the retailer
category of the new commercial cannabis permits and is currently processing Conditional Use Permit
applications to be reviewed by the Planning Commission. Please see the attached memorandum from
David M. Reyes, Director of Planning & Community Development.

2. Code Enforcement — Caltrans Residential Properties:

According to David M. Reyes, Director of Planning & Community Development, in July, 2018,
the Code Compliance Division conducted an exterior inspection of all vacant Caltrans residential
properties, and thereafter met with Caltrans staff to review the City’s findings. It was apparent that
maintenance and repairs had been deferred, there was also evidence of trespass and illegal occupancy
at some of the properties.

City and Caltrans staff developed a work plan to address deteriorated conditions, which
included dead tree/hedge removals and exterior repaint of most properties; this work has been
substantially completed. In addition, a contract security service currently provides a daily patrol of all
vacant properties. The City has not received any recent reports of transients occupying any of the
vacant Caltrans properties.

The City conducts periodic inspections to monitor the conditions of the vacant properties. The
most recent inspection was completed on July 17", 2019. The condition of the residential structures
was generally acceptable, however, it was apparent the landscape service was overdue. Caltrans staff
indicated the deferred landscape service is attributed to a gap in service resulting from a transition to a
new landscape contractor. In addition, Caltrans indicated the frequency of landscape service will be
increased with the new contractor. Code Compliance will be conducting a follow-up inspection to
confirm landscape conditions meet minimum standards. In response to drought conditions, an
executive order remains in effect prohibiting the repair of irrigation systems; City staff continues to
work with Caltrans on this issue. City Hall
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The Code Compliance Division responds to all housing complaints, including those for Caltrans
properties. Upon inspection, if substandard housing conditions are found, the code violations are

addressed with Caltrans and followed-up with as necessary.

3. Pasadena Transit’s 25 Years of Service Anniversary — Fun Fact:

In recognition of Pasadena Transit’s 25 years of service, Laura Cornejo, Director of
Transportation and the department is posting a series of fun facts about the City’s premiere local transit
service. Please see the fact below:

]
It's true! You no longer need exact change to ride public transportation in Los Angeles County. In fact, 25
agencies across the county, including Pasadena Transit, accept the TAP card. A TAP card is a plastic card
with a chip that can be loaded electronically with Stored Value (cash) or regional and local transit passes.
With stored value, you can easily transfer between agencies and modes (such as the Metro Gold Line to
Pasadena Transit) and take advantage of a reduced transfer rate. When you TAP your card on a validator,
the correct fare will be deducted.

Need a TAP card? Visit Pasadena Transit's office at 221 E. Walnut Street Suite 199 to get one! For more
information on how to load your TAP card visit www.taptogo.net.

—— PASADENA Yearsot E——
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4, Legal Advertisements and Public Notices:

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week’s
submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the
webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the attached information
and can be accessed from the City’s home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you require
additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please contact Mr. Jomsky
at (626) 744-47009.

Respectfully Submitted,

ad_—

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ
Assistant City Manager

/Attachments


www.cityofpasadena.net

MEMORANDUM

TO: Steve Mermell, City Manager : {ﬁ/
FROM: David M. Reyes, Director of Planning & Community Developmen
DATE: July 18, 2019

SUBJECT: Commercial Cannabis ~ Status Report on Application Review

Last month the City announced the final scoring and selection of top applicants for the retailer
category of the new commercial cannabis permits and is currently processing Conditional Use
Permit applications to be reviewed by the Planning Commission.

STEP 1 (Complete): OBJECTIVE RANKING AND SCORING/MERIT BASED APPROACH

Although existing regulations permit a maximum of six dispensaries, the City received 122 permit
applications during the intake period from January 1 through January 31, 2019. The City Council’s
overarching goal in delegating this process to staff was to create a fair and objective process that
would be insulated from economic influence and political battles. In this regard, it was critical to
ensure that the top-scoring candidates be technically experienced to meet the demands of this
highly regulated industry; well capitalized to be able to deliver on commitments after a demanding
land use planning process and costly site acquisition and improvements; in a position to design a
dispensary that blends with the neighborhood and meets Pasadena’s strict security and safety
expectations; able to hire and train sufficient staff to operate in a professional manner, and,
importantly, committed to a community benefits plan that provides tangible benefits and
contributions to the community. Accordingly, staff established objective review criteria and a merit
based approach by which to evaluate each application. The review criteria were presented to the
public for review and comment in December of 2018. Based on suggestions from the public, the
review criteria were revised to, among other changes, place a greater emphasis on community
benefits.

To further reduce potential outside influences, all 122 applications were then scored and ranked by
a selection committee comprised of expert staff at neutral third-party consultant group, Hdl
Companies. The top six applicants were then interviewed by members of City staff to confirm the
contents of their applications, and to emphasize the importance to the City of the community
benefits plan, site security and other issues. These interviews were monitored by the City's
Internal Audit group.



STEP 2 (In Process): CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW BY PLANNING COMMISSION

The six top-scoring applicants were identified on June §, 2018. These applicants have been
offered the opportunity to submit a Conditional Use Permit; Cannabis Retail {(CUP) application,
including demonstration of site control for a property that meets all of the City's distance separation
requirements and compliance with other applicable regulations.

The six top-scoring applicants are:

. Integral Associates Dena, LLC
. Tony Fong

. The Atrium Group, LLC

. Harvest of Pasadena, LLC

. SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC
. ‘MME Pasadena Retail, LL.C

Staff met with representatives of each of the top applicants on June 12, 2019 to distribute the
Cannabis Retailer Application to each applicant and to explain the rules by which the City would be
processing the CUP applications, including review of the items required for a complete and code
compliant application. As was explained in detail to each applicant, only the first complete
application with a compliant location would be processed per Council District. These applications
will be reviewed by the Planning Commission. To date, the City has received CUP applications
from five of the six top-scoring applicants. However, only three applications have been submitted
that comply with distance separation requirements:

1. Harvest of Pasadena, LLC 168 W. Colorado Boulevard Council District 3
2, Tony Fong 3355 E Colorado Boulevard Council District 4
3. Integral Associates Dena, LLC €08 E. Colorado Boulevard Council District 7

Atrium Group, LLC (70 W. Union) and SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC (827 E. Colorado) have also
submitted applications for locations within Councll District 3, however those applications are not
being processed due to the City's restriction of one retail dispensary per Council District and non-
compliance with distance separation requirements.

SIX APPLICANTS VYING FOR LESS THAN SIX POTENTIAL SPOTS

~ The City's Cannabis regulations allow for a maximum of six dispensary permits and further restricts
the number to one per Council District. The regulations also require, in part, that dispensaries be
located away from sensitive uses and no closer than 1,000 feet from ancther dispensary, nor
closer than 600 feet from a residentially zoned property, religious institution, school or library
(location requirements are established in PMC 17.50.066 D 5). Based on staff's initial evaluation
of these requirements, a Draft Map was prepared and shared with the public with the caveat that
the Map was draft and any proposed location would need to demonstrate compliance with
established rules. The Draft Map identified fewer than six potentially compliant locations. Since
the use of every parcel of land in the City is not maintained in the City's GIS Database, it is
possible that more compliant locations exist, but this is not probable.

Staff is aware of the highly lucrative nature of this evolving industry and recognizes that it is
unlikely that existing rules will allow all six top applicants to find a code-compliant location and
obtain a cannabis permit. Applicants are also aware that there are a limited number of locations.
As such, each step of the process has been highly scrutinized by the public and applicants (or
agents or representatives of applicants) including attorneys and representatives of Atrium Group,
LLC and SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC. If top ranking applicants with sites can be knocked out of



their position, it will open up opportunities for others; so there is a strong economic incentive to
challenge other applicants and the process.

OPEN DATA AND CONTINUED TRANSPARENCY

Staff has sought to ensure transparency through the posting of voluminous amounts of informatior
on the commercial cannabis page: https://wwS5 . cityofbasadena.net/planning/marijuana-regulations/.
The webpage has been updated on at least a weekly basis and, in the coming weeks, all
information requested regarding the City’s cannabis process pursuant to numerous California
Public Records Act requests will be posted on this page so that all interested parties will have
access to the same information. Because of the sheer volume of material and the need to present
it on the web in an organized fashion, the City has retained additional staffing resources to assist
with the production, but even still there is at times a short delay in getting material posted.
Unfortunately, not posting material fast enough has created opportunity for applicants to claim
fraud and undue influence when there is none. It is in the City's best interest to post as quickly as
possible and in compliance with the Public Records Act, and staff is endeavoring to kesp up with
the volume as a priority matter.

NEXT STEPS

The majority of applicants have approached the process in good faith and posed questions in the
effort to further their understanding and to better thelr applications. Some have criticized other
applicants and the process, in good faith, which is expected and appropriate, However, a few
individuals have, for their own reasons, chosen to level personal attacks and accusations against
staff. It is important to note that this is occurring and that it will not affect staff's professionalism or
- commitment to doing this important job without bias and without favoritism.

in the next 30-60 days, the Board of Zoning Appeals will consider SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC's
appeal of their incomplete letter. Subsequently, staff anticipates that the complete and code
compliant CUPs for Cannabls Refail applications will be processed and brought forth to the
Planning Commission via a noticed public hearing within the next three months. Given the stakes,
it is anticipated that the results of the Planning Commission’s actions will likely be appealed to the
City Council.

Those applicants that secure a CUP will then be able to continue through the cannabis process,
maving on to secure additional required permits or approvals as set forth in Pasadena Municipal
Code Section 5.78.080 and any other applicable laws or regulations, including securing a state
required license, prior to opening for business.

The top-scoring applicants for the testing laboratories and cultivator categories will be announced
after CUPs have been secured for the retailer category.


https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/planning/marijuana-regulations/

OFFICE OF THE Ci1ty CLERK

MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council
FROM: Mark Jomsky, City Clerk
DATE: July 18, 2019
RE: Legal Advertisements and Public Notices

Attached, please find this week’s submission of upcoming legal advertisements and
public notices set for publication.

In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been
updated with the attached information, and can be accessed from the City’s home
webpage: www.cityofpasadena.net (see illustration below)
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Business Resources
Online Business Services  »
Economic Development
Business Toolkit
Filming
Doing Business with the City
-

Planning

Public Notices

=] City News = Current Agendas
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commissions. committees, and board

Please let me know if you have any questions.
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS
FOR

MD 500 MAIN ROTOR TRANSMISSION EXCHANGE

Bids will be received electronically through Planet Bids

{www planetbids.com). A bid received after the time set for the bid opening
shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit (upload) all items listed
in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all addendums. Bids
will be received prior to 3:00PM, July 30, 2019, and will be opened online at that
time. The bids shall be clearly tifled:

MD 500 MAIN ROTOR TRANSMISSION EXCHANGE

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from the
Purchasing Division, 100 N. Garfield Ave., Room $-349, Pasadena, CA 91109,
Telephone No. (626) 744-46755.

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The
Specification and this Notice shall be considered a part of any contfract made
pursuant thereunder.

DATED; July 18, 2019 Steve Mermell
City Manager



www.planetbids.com

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
for
MISCELLANEOUS CONCRETE IMPROVEMENTS 2020
In the City of Pasadena, California

Sealed bids will be received until 2:00 p.m., August 9, 2019, by the City Clerk of Pasadena, 100 N. Garfield Ave. 2™ Floor
Room 228, Pasadena, for MISCELLANEOUS CONCRETE IMPROVEMENTS 2020, in the City of Pasadena, California.

Plans and Specifications are available on the City website at: https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?CompanyID=14770.
The Pasadena Supplements and Modifications to the Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction (*Greenbook”) is
available, if needed, online at:

https://ww5.cityofpasadena, net/public-works/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2016/10/Supplements-and-Modiflcations-to-the-
Green-Book-2006-Edition. pdf

From time to time, the City finds it necessary to issue addendum(a) to bid specifications after those bid specifications
have been released. Only those parties that have registered with the City as a plan holder on a particular project will
receive the addendum(a) for that project. The City is not responsible for notifications to those parties who do not
directly register as a plan holder on the City's database. It is the responsibility of all perspective bidders to register on
the City’s database to ensure receipt of any addendum(a) pricr to bid submittals. Additionally, information on any
addendum(a) issued for any bid specifications for any project will be available on the City website at:
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?CompanyIP=14770 The City reserves the right to reject as nonresponsive
any bid that fails to include the information required by any addendum(a) posted on the City website.

A pre-bid meeting is scheduled for July 30, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in the Public Works Fair Oaks Conference Room, Pasadena City

Mall 100 N. Garfield Ave, Floor S039 Pasadena, California. This meeting is to answer any questions regarding the project plans
specifications.

ATTENDANCE IS NOT MANDATORY

Each Bidder must hald an active Class A Licensa at the time of bid submission, except as to joint venture Bidders, who shall
be licensed as provided in Business and Professions Code §§ 7029.1 and 7028,15{c).

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1770 to 1782 of the California Labor Code, the California Department of Industrial
Relations has ascertained the general prevailing rate of wages in the county in which work Is to be done. A copy of the

general prevailing rate of wages is on file with the City Engineer and is available for inspection and reference during regular
business hours,

A contractor or subcontractor shall not be gualified to bid on, be listed in a bid proposal, subject to the requirements of
Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code, or engage in the performance of this public works project unless currently
registered and qualified to perform public work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. It is not a violation of Labor Code
Section 1771.1 for an unregistered contractor to submit a bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Business and
Professions Code or by Section 10164 or 20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided the contractor is registered to
perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5 at the time the contract is awarded.

This Project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.
The Contracter must post job site notices prescribed by regulation (See e.g. 8 Cal. Code Reg. Section 16451(d).

Contractors and Subcontractors must furnish electronic certified payroll records directly to the California Labor
Commissioner {aka Division of Labor Standards Enforcement).

All bids must be accompanied by bid security in the amount of five percent (5%) of the bid pnce in the form of cash,
cashier's check, money order, or surety bond.

Bids are to be signed and submitted in DUPLICATE. Bidder must submit bids with one ORIGINAL and one
COPY, marked as such.

Refer to the Specifications for complete detailis and bid requirements. Specifications and this notice shall be considered a
part of any contract made pursuant thereto.

STEVE MERMELL

City Manager

Dated: July 11, 2019 (Authorized by City Attorney)
Publish: July 18 & 25, 2019

NIB-PASADENA NIB-1 REV. 040918



CITY OF PASADENA

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AND NOTIGE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP

PROJECT TITLE: Holly Street Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project
APPLICANT NAME: City of Pasadena
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS: Holly Street Bridge over Arroyo Seco Flood Control Channel (southeast of
Linda Vista Avenue)
ZONING DISTRICT: ROW, O8-Open Space, RM-Multi-Family Residential, and RS-Single-Family
. Residential
GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density Residential, Medium Density Residential, Open Space

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:. The City of Pasadena, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), proposes to rehabilitate and seismically retrofit the existing two-lane Holly Street Bridge (No. 53C1041) over
the Arroyo Seco Channel, the Arroyo Seco Trail (a Class 1 multi-use trail), and North Arroyo Boulevard, The seismic
retrofit would occur on the Holly Street Bridge southeast of Linda Vista Avenue, and entirely within the City of Pasadena,
Los Angeles County, Cafifornia. The existing bridge was constructed in 1925 and is 45.3-feet wide by 400.0-feet long.
The bridge is a concrete arch-deck span constructed from cast-in-place concrete. According to the Caitrans Bridge

Inspection Report (BIR), the bridge currently (July 2016) holds a sufficiency rating of 39.4 and is classified as Structurally
Deficient. :

The proposed Project would provide needed rehabilitation and a seismic retrofit to the existing bridge. Bridge retrofit and
rehabilitation would include a deck and barrier replacement, luminaire replacement, archway stiffening, joint
strengthening, column strengthening, pier cap strengthening, retrofit foundation hold-downs, concrete spali repair, crack
sealing, and a bonded grout treatment. Construction is estimated to last for approximately 18 months, and the Holly
Street Bridge would be closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic for approximately 9 months, The City plans to offer a
detour route using Linda Vista Avenue, San Rafael Avenue, Colorado Boulevard, and Orange Grove Boulevard.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: An Initial Study was prepared and concluded that the Proposed Project could
have a significant effect on the environment; however, with inclusion of mitigation measures, these potential impacts
would be reduced fo a less than significant level. Therefore, the City has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS: The project site is not listed on any hazardous materials or waste databases pursuant to
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: Comments on the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration may be
received in writing between July 17, 2019 and August 15, 2019. Written comments should be sent to James Tong, Senior
Civil Engineer, 100 North Garfield Avenue, N306, Pasadena, CA 91101 or to JTong@cityofpasadena.net. If you wish to
challenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised through the
public comment period described above. The Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration may be viewed
on the City's environmental notices webpage at  wwb.cityofpasadena.net/planning/environmental-
notices/Hollybridgestreetseismicretrofit. The documents are also available during regular business hours at the City of
Pasadena Public Works Division, 100 North Garfield Avenue, N306, Pasadena, CA 91101, and at the Pasadena Central
Library, 285 E. Walnut Avenue, Pasadena CA 91101,

PUBLIC WORKSHOP: During the public review period, the City will be hosting a Public Workshop to provide additional
information and answer any questions on the project in general, or regarding the findings and conclusion provided in the
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. The Public Workshop will be held on July 31, 2019 from 5:30pm to 7pm at
the La Casita del Arroyo — 177 South Arroyo Boulevard, Pasadena, CA 91103).

APPROVALS NEEDED: The Pasadena City Council will consider the proposed project and any public comments
received during the public review period and make a decision if the City should adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration
and advance to the Final Design phase. This decision is expected to occur at a regularly scheduled City Council Public

Hearing in the Fall of 2019. City Council Hearings are held in the Pasadena City Hall Council Chamber — $249 (100
North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101).

For additional information contact: James Tong, Engineer, (626) 744-3971.






