
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

August 20, 2020 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. The California Independent System Operator Issued Statewide Flex Alerts - Energy 
Conservation Makes a Difference: 

The California Independent System Operator ("CAISO") is a non-profit organization that 
oversees majority of the state's power grid. For the past week, the CAISO issued statewide Flex 
Alerts, which is a "call-to-action" for consumers to voluntarily conserve electricity in an effort to 
avoid power loss throughout the state. The recent heat waves and high-energy use resulted in a 
tremendous strain on the CAISO power grid, which affects the amount of power generation that is 
available to meet the state's energy needs. 

Although Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") has sufficient local resources to meet the 
City's energy needs, PWP is part of the regional electric grid managed by the CAISO. When directed 
by the CAISO to curtail load, immediate compliance is essential. On Friday, August 14, 2020, PWP 
received a directive from the CAISO which resulted in a brief power outage affecting approximately 
1,500 PWP customers. The duration of power outage was less than 30 minutes. Pasadena also has 
the added benefit of owning and operating the Glenarm Power Plant, which is capable of generating 
electricity within 10 minutes. With the much needed generation at the state level, the CAISO 
requested PWP to operate the Glenarm Plant at full capacity for several days. Ultimately, the CAISO 
was able to minimize the number of curtailment requests because of the great strides customers have 
made to reduce energy during the peak hours. 

Energy conservation by customers makes a difference. Customers are encouraged to continue 
practicing ongoing energy conservation, especially given the high heat that is expected to continue 
into the next week. Some ways to reduce energy use are: 

• Set the thermostat at 78° or higher; 
• Refrain from using high-energy appliances until after 9 p.m.; 
• Draw shades, utilize blinds and curtains to prevent heat from entering windows; 
• Unplug devices when not in use - they continue to draw energy when plugged in. 
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PWP customers should also be prepared for possible power outages, particularly those who 
may rely on medical devices. PWP recommends having a back-up generator ready, fresh batteries 
and flashlights, and review emergency plans with family and neighbors. To learn more about 
emergency preparation, please visit http://www.PWPweb.com/EmergencyPrep. For tips and 
information regarding Flex Alerts, please visit http://www.PWPweb.com/FlexAlert. 

2. Brush Fire Mitigation Efforts: 

Bryan Frieders, Interim Chief of the Pasadena Fire Department reports that the Pasadena Fire 
Department meets monthly with the Department of Public Works, Forestry Division and walks the 
Lower Arroyo to evaluate the growth and vegetation. This coordinated effort provides guidance to 
the clearance and brush mitigation crews that have been working since April to reduce the risk in and 
around the Arroyo. Pasadena Fire Department also conducts a similar evaluation of the dry grass and 
brush in the Upper Hastings area (which is slightly more complicated due to the steep terrain and 
access issues) using aircraft instead of the Forestry staff. Operations Chief Tony Bagan and Chief 
Frieders conducted an aerial survey with Los Angeles County Fire Air Operations at the beginning of 
the season looking for any areas of concern, and will do so again in September. 

Pasadena Fire Department also meets regularly with the Cities of Arcadia, Monrovia, Sierra 
Madre, and the Los Angeles County Fire Department to discuss response plans and specialized 
resource availability (dozers, helicopters, camp crews) that would be instrumental in controlling the 
perimeter and halting the forward progress of a brush fire in our high hazard areas. Due to the 
complexity of the terrain, and the imminent threat to the surrounding structures, Pasadena Fire 
Department has augmented the Verdugo brush fire response by adding two additional fire engines, an 
additional battalion chief, a water tender, and two water dropping helicopters on the initial response 
and confomation of a fire in the high hazard areas. 

Pasadena is often grouped into the regional Red Flag warnings for LA County, but because of 
the topography in Pasadena, the City typically does not see the sustained winds that other areas 
experience. However, we do see the decrease in relative humidity (RH), which creates a volatile fuel 
bed should an ignition source be introduced. There are two Remote Automated Weather Sites 
(RAWS) in Pasadena - one at Henniger Flats and another at San Rafael Hills. The RAWS sites give 
us wind speeds, temperature, relative humidity, and burn potential for the area. Pasadena Fire 
Department monitors those sites to see trends that could increase the risk for ignition of the fuels in 
the area and anything else related to burn index. Staff bases our staffing augmentation plans, Red 
Flag parking restrictions, and patrol enhancements on this valuable data. 

3. City Position Letter on Legislative Bills: 

As part of an on-going process to keep you informed of legislative bills being tracked, I have 
attached for your review a support letter for AB 1845 - Office to End Homelessness. This bill will 
establish a single point of contact on homelessness at the state level, by creating a Secretary on 
Housing Insecurity and Homelessness. If passed, this position will oversee all homeless programs 
that would continue to be managed by existing entities. 

http://www.PWPweb.com/EmergencyPrep
http://www.PWPweb.com/FlexAlert
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4. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices: 

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week's 
submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the 
webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the attached 
information and can be accessed from the City' s home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you 
require additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please contact 
Mr. Jomsky at (626) 744-4709. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

I Attachments 

www.cityofpasadena.net


OFF I CE OF THE MAYOR 

August 18, 2020 

The Honorable Anthony Portantino 
Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations 
State Capitol, Room 3806 
Sacramento CA, 95814 

RE: AB 1845 (Rivas, Luz) Office to End Homelessness- SUPPORT 

Dear Chair Portantino: 

On behalf of the City of Pasadena, I am writing in support of AB 1845. AB 1845 
establishes a single point of contact on homelessness at the state level, by creating a Secretary on 
Housing Insecurity and Homelessness, who will be in charge of overseeing all homelessness 
programs that would continue to be managed by existing entities. By placing the Coordinating 
and Financing Council within the Office on Homelessness, the state can ensure proper authority 
exists to effectively coordinate and hold the state accountable for its response to addressing 
homelessness. 

Increasing housing costs and stagnating incomes have been the main drivers that cause 
individuals to fall into homelessness. To help alleviate those pressures, the Legislature and 
Governor has allocated significant re~ources in response to the growing crisis. While state 
funding plays a critical role in the fight against homelessness, funding alone will not solve 
systemic issues. 

For decades, the state has disregarded multiple appeals by those who are charged with 
providing government oversight, to create a single entity in charge of homelessness. Currently, 
there are 13 different state agencies and departments administering at least 30 different programs 
relating to homelessness. 
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Continued state investments, combined with significant structural changes to how 
California oversees, coordinates, and delivers its homelessness programs is essential to ensuring 
that state and local programs are being util ized effectively. On behalf of the City of Pasadena, I 
respectfully request your support of AB 1845. If you have any questions regarding our position, 
please contact Bill Huang, Director of Housing for the City of Pasadena at 
whaung@cityofpasadena.net 

Respectfully, 

·~ (~~ 
/~YTORNEK 

Mayor 

cc: Assemblymember Chris Holden 
Steve Mermell, City Manager, City of Pasadena 
William Huang, Director of Housing, City of Pasadena 
Jennifer Quan, Regional Public Affairs Manager, League of California Cities 
David Jones, Emanuels Jones & Associates 
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FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

OFF I CE OF THE CITY CL E RK 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Mayor and City 5f>~ 

Mark Jomsky, City Cler~ 

August 20, 2020 

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices 

Attached , please find this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and 
public notices set for publication. 

In addition , the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been updated 
with the attached information , and can be accessed from the City's home webpage: 
www.cityofpasadena.net (see il lustration below) 
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CITY OF PASADENA 
NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FOR ELECTRONIC PARTS 

Delivery I nstruct'1ons 
Bids will be received electronically through Planet Bids (l!ll'.l!ll'.W.,PJiiJJ£1tJ.i9S.\:.QlDJ. A bid received 
after the time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit 

(upload) all items listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST includ'ing acknowledgement of all 
addendums. Bids will be received prior to 11:00 am Sep 1, 2020, and will be opened on line at 

that time. The bids shall be clearly titled: 

ELECTRONIC PARTS 

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from the Purchasing Division, 

100 N. Garfield Ave., Room S-349, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and 
this Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

Bid Conference 
The City does not plan to hold a pre-bid conference. Instead, the City will accept written 

questions via email. 

Required Licenses 
No license or certification requirements to bid on this solicitation 

Release Date 
Release Dated: Aug 20, 2020 

STEVE MERMELL 

City Manager 

www.planetbids.com


CITY OF PASADENA 
NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FOR ROCK AND BITUMINOUS MATERIALS 

Delivery Instruct ions 
Bids wi ll be received electronical ly through Planet Bids (www.planetbids.com). A bid received 
after the time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit 
(upload) all items listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all 
addendums. Bids w ill be received prior to 11:00 am Sep 3, 2020 , and will be opened on line at 
that time. The bids shall be clearly titled: 

ROCK AND BITUMINOUS MATERIALS 

Copies of the Specificat ions may be obtained by mail or in person from t he Purchasing Division, 
100 N. Garfield Ave., Room S-349, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and 
this Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

Bid Confe rence 
The City does not plan to hold a pre-bid conference. Instead, t he City wil l accept written 
questions via email. 

Required Licenses 
No license or certification requirements to bid on this solicitation 

Release Date 
Release Dated: Aug 20, 2020 

STEVE MERMELL 
City Manager 

www.planetbids.com


CITY OF PASADENA 
NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FURNISH LABOR AND MATERIALS FOR LIGHT TO MEDIUM DUTY VEHICLE COLLISION REPAIR 

Delivery Instructions 
Bids will be received electronically through Planet Bids ('N'N)!V_,Ql_an_~t9.Lti:?.&QDJ). A bid received 
after the time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit 
(upload) all items listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all 

addendums. Bids will be received prior to 4:00 pm Sep 15, 2020, and will be opened on line at 
that time. 

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from the Purchasing Division, 

100 N. Garfield Ave., Room S-348, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and 

this Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

Bid Conference 
The City does not plan to hold a pre-b'1d conference. Instead, the City wHI accept written 

questions via email. 

Required Licenses 
Bidders must possess and provide the following licenses or certifications to be deemed qualified 
to perform the work specified: 

I-Car Structural Technician 

Release Date: 
Release Dated: Aug 20, 2020 

STEVE MERMELL 

City Manager 

www.planetbids.com



