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October 8, 2020

To the Honorable City Council
of the City of Pasadena
Mayor and Councilmembers:

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

1.

City Council Takes Position on Several Ballot Measures:

For the November 3, 2020 General Election, Pasadena residents will have an opportunity to
voice their opinions on a number of imp01iant State, County and Local ballot measures. This year
there are 12 State measures, one Los Angeles County measure and two local measures on the ballot.
On Monday, October 5th the City Council reviewed the ballot measures and approved taking
positions on the following four propositions and measures:
•
•
•
•

Support Measure P: Pasadena City Services Protection
Support Measure 0: Pasadena Unified School District Repair, Technology, Student
Achievement Measure
Support Proposition 16: Allow Diversity as a Factor in Public Employment, Education,
and Contracting Decisions
Support Proposition 20: Authorizes Felony Sentences for Ce1iain Offenses Currently
Treated Only as Misdemeanors; Restricts Parole for Certain Offenses Currently
Considered to be Non-Violent

For more information on the voting in Pasadena visit www.cityofpasadena.net/cityclerk/general-election-2020 and for Pasadena' s Measure P visit www.cityofpasadena.net/MeasureP
2.

Mental Health Services for School-Aged Youth and Families:

Dr. Ying-Ying Goh, Director of Public Health provides the following response to
Councilmember Victor Gordo' s inquiry at the October 5, 2020 City Council meeting. The Pasadena
Public Health Department (PPHD) recognizes this is a challenging time for the community,
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especially families with children. Community members who are concerned about mental health or
need mental health services are encouraged to be proactive and seek support without delay. In
addition to services offered through private health insurance plans, there are several national and
local organizations available to help connect individuals in need of support to mental health services
regardless of their health insurance status. Several local organizations offer referrals and direct
services for those who need them. Lack of insurance or other resources should never be the reason
for not seeking help.
Most health insurance plans offer mental health services for emolled members and should
provide a list of local providers upon request. Insured community members can ask their primary
care providers for recommendations on accessing mental health services. There are also a number of
directories available online such as the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health provider
directory and the American Psychological Association services locator.
Free mental health resources and services are also available to Pasadena residents including
school-aged children, youth, and their families regardless of their insurance status. The Los Angeles
County Department of Mental Health (DMH) Access hotline (1-800-854-7771) serves as a 24/7 point
of entry for mental health services including: screening and assessments; provider referrals; crisis
counseling; and linkage to other needed services and resources. The Access hotline also offers
callers an emotional support "warm line" with trained active listeners daily from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00
p.m. National mental health organizations such as the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
offer a broad array of helpful information and resources.
There are also several local mental health resources and programs available to children, youth,
and families in Pasadena. For example, Five Acres is a Pasadena-based mental health service
provider offering services to children (3-24 years old) and their families. Young and Healthy is
another local nonprofit that works to connect underserved children to free medical, dental, and mental
health services. A complete list of mental health related resources specific to children and families is
available on the Department website. In addition, PPHD regularly shares information to support
mental health in Pasadena. Most recently, the Department shared an article about mental health in
the September 2020 issue of Pasadena In Focus and is finalizing an upcoming mailer with tips for
maintaining mental well-being during this difficult time.
PPHD relies on grant funding, state health realignment funding, and service fees to support
health department programs and services. While PPHD is a DMH grant recipient, the grant restricts
activities to case management and referrals for transition-aged youth (18-24 years old) and older
adults (60 and over). PPHD does not offer direct mental health services such as therapy, support
groups, crisis counseling, or psychiatry. Community members can reach the PPHD Social and
Mental Health Division by calling (626) 744-6339 and selecting option 5 to get referrals for nonemergency mental health services.

3.

Emergency Operations Center News:

Matthew Hawkesworth, Director of Finance reports the Logistics Section of the Emergency
Operations Center ("EOC") and Fire Branch came together to coordinate and distribute, a large
amount of Personal Protection Equipment ("PPE") received from the Medical Health Operational
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Area Coordinator, who is responsible for assessing the need for medical and health resources and
commodities in Los Angeles County. During the COVID-19 crisis, PPE has been difficult to come
by. With the help of the Pasadena Public Health Department, the Fire Branch and the EOC Logistics
teams, much needed PPE was provided to 40 organizations in Pasadena including skilled nursing and
assisted living facilities. Over 16,000 medical gowns, 672 bottles of hand sanitizer, and 3,000
medical masks were donated.
4.

New Electric Charging Rate Established for Del Mar EV Fast Charger:

In 2015, Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") installed the City's first electric vehicle DC fast
charger for public use at the Del Mar metro station garage. The attached memorandum provided by
Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power, provides a brief history on the Electric
Vehicle Charger usage and ways PWP will be encouraging customers to charge their electric vehicles
"smartly" by taking advantage of non-peak electricity hours. In order to improve utilization of the
Del Mar charging facility, beginning October 1, 2020, PWP will offer lower fees for the fast charger
and has plans to upgrade the Del Mar station by 2021 to include two new fast chargers and additional
Level 2 chargers.
To learn more about PWP EV incentives, visit https://www.PWPweb.com/EV
5.

Improving Community Health Through Small Market Conversions:

Dr. Ying-Ying Goh, Director of the Public Health Department reports that increasing access
to fresh produce in the community is one of the primary goals of the Pasadena Public Health
Department (PPHD) Nutrition and Physical Activity (NPA) Program. In 2015, the PPHD launched
the Healthy Retail Project to improve community health through increased access to healthy food in
small markets in areas of Pasadena where historically fresh produce has been hard to find. Despite
challenges presented by COVID-19, the NPA team sustained the effort and completed business
fa9ade improvements and in-store changes to promote public health at Argentina Market on Villa
Street and Lake Avenue Market on Lake Avenue. With Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding, the enhanced storefronts reflect lively colors, inspiring health messages, and
prominent exterior herb planters.
Inside the store, the NPA team partnered with storeowners to make a difference in the
purchasing habits of customers. The Project increased the volume and placement of fruits,
vegetables, and other healthy food items to make the healthy choice the easy choice. Research shows
lower-income neighborhoods are home to a disproportionate number of small food stores that tend to
sell fewer healthy products than larger stores. Not surprisingly, living closer to healthy food retail is
among the factors associated with better eating habits and decreased risk for obesity and diet-related
diseases. Small food retailers have a higher tendency to be near schools, which attract more children.
Growing evidence suggests that enhancing the offerings at small comer stores has the potential to
improve health and economic outcomes in communities with the greatest need.
PPHD will continue to offer assistance to improve storefronts in our community based on
need, eligibility, and participation of small market owners. Markets and small stores located in lowincome neighborhoods are eligible if they are willing to update their in-store layout, display
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promotional and marketing materials for healthy habits, and update their use of food storage
equipment to promote healthy food purchases.
The Nutrition and Physical Activity Program is eager to continue efforts to increase access to
fresh produce and healthy food in our community. Physical changes in the small corner store
environment is just one way of investing in the health of Pasadena residents while supporting
businesses. For more information, contact Mary Urtecho-Garcia, Nutrition and Physical Activity
Program Coordinator at ( 626) 744-6163 or mugarcia@cityofpasadena.net.

6.

Final Draft of Water System and Resources Plan Presented to Stakeholders Group:

Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power and the departments Water Division
are pleased to present a final draft of the Water System and Resources Plan ("WSRP"), a long-term
road map that defines the water resources and infrastructure needed to ensure reliable supply of high
quality water to serve the Pasadena community. The WSRP would provide long-term capital and
water resource strategies that focus on aging infrastructure , future water demands, existing water
resources, and identify opportunities to develop new water supplies. The attached memorandum
from Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power provides a detailed report on the Water
System and Resources Plan that was presented to the advisory stakeholders group which allows for
community engagement. The proposed WSRP is now available for public review and input, and the
PWP water team plans to seek approval from the Municipal Services Committee and the City Council
by end of 2020.
To learn more about the WSRP, visit https://PWPweb.com/WSRP.

7.

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices:

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week's
submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the
webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the attached
information and can be accessed from the City's home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you
require additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please contact
Mr. Jomsky at (626) 744-4709.
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New Electric Charging Rate Established for Del Mar EV Fast Charger

In 2015, Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") installed the City's first electric vehicle
DC fast charger for public use at the Del Mar metro station garage. For three years , the
City provided free charging to electric vehicle ("EV") drivers in an effort to advance EV
adoption and to get EV drivers comfortable with relying on public chargers to extend
their driving range. As demand for use of the Del Mar fast charger grew, on October 1,
2018, PWP established low hourly charging fees that increased after 30-minutes to
discourage unattended parking and to encourage turnover for more EV use.
In the last two years, demand for the use of the Del Mar charger has steadily declined
due to a number of factors including loss of regular use by rideshare companies ,
frequent wait times since there is only a single charger, decreased reliability of the
aging equipment, and the opening of the 44 new fast chargers at the Marengo
Charging Plaza. Not to mention the addition of more than 100 new Level 2 chargers
placed throughout the city available for public use. In order to improve utilization of the
Del Mar charging facilities , PWP has established lower fees for the fast charger and
has plans to upgrade the Del Mar station in 2021 to include two new fast chargers , as
well as additional Level 2 chargers.
Effective Oct. 1, 2020, PWP has updated the charging rate at the Del Mar station to
encourage customers to charge their electric vehicles "smartly". There is a lower cost
of 15 cents per kWh to charge when there is a greater supply of electricity - all hours
except during peak hours. With a slightly higher cost of 20 cents per kWh to charge
when electricity is in higher demand , specifically between the peak hours of 3 to 8 p.m.
By comparison, most public charging stations managed by other agencies charge
between 35 and 45 cents per kWh.
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The cost to power up an EV is generally much more affordable than to fuel up a
traditional gas automobile. As an example, the cost of driving 100 miles on an EV
(based on 15 cents per KWh - smart rate) is approximately $4 compared to $12 for an
equivalent gas vehicle . Although gas efficiency varies among vehicles, as well as
electric rates, the cost to charge up an EV is usually half the cost to fuel up a gasoline
vehicle .
To learn more about PWP EV incentives, visit https://www.PWPweb.com/EV
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Final Draft of Water System and Resources Plan Presented to Stakeholders Group

Pasadena Water and Power's ("PWP") Water Division is pleased to present a final draft of
the Water System and Resources Plan ("WSRP"), a long-term road map that defines the
water resources and infrastructure needed to ensure reliab le supply of high quality water to
serve the Pasadena community. The WSRP would provide long-term capital and water
resource strategies that focus on aging infrastructure, future water demands, existing
water resources, and identify opportunities to develop new water supplies.
The WSRP addresses components of the previous 2002 Water System Master Plan and
the 2011 Water Integrated Resources Plan. The combination of these important
documents provide decision-making tools to integrate capita l improvements and water
resource projects, as well as fiscal constraints and systematic scheduling. The goal of the
WSRP is to develop a sustainable and pragmatic plan that provides a framework for PWP
through the 2045 water planning horizon.
To ensure the community was engaged in the development of the WSRP, PWP invited an
advisory stakeho lders group ("stakeholders group") comprised of diverse members of
ratepayers and city leaders, representing the interests of our res idential, commercial and
institutional customers. Specifically, the stakeholders group had representation from
leaders in the water industry, environmental and social advocacy, education , technology,
and economic development - each vital to reviewing components of the WSRP. Over the
course of nine months, the stakeholders group met five times , provided wo rkshops that
involved Pasadena high school students and engaged Pasadena Commun ity College
students in the outreach effort; as well as held two public meetings for the commun ity to
attend and participate. As part of the student involvement, the PWP water team
collaborated with the Pasadena-based, non-profit organization, Outward Bound
Adventures to help local students better understand the purpose of the WSRP , and to
develop them as youth ambassadors. These same students were then ab le to go onsite to
key water sources, like the Arroyo Seco, and gain hands-on education about how local
water is captured and can be a long-term solution to our water supply challenges.
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PWP held the two public meetings in November of 2019, which provided an overview of
the WSRP efforts, the role of the stakeholders group, and gather input from the Pasadena
community.
A final draft of the WSRP was presented virtually to all members of the stakeholders group
on Wed nesday, September 30, 2020. PWP water staff provided an overview of all the
portfolio options that were assessed and recommended to proceed with Option F. This
option best aligned with the input received from the stakeholders group and water
operation strategy, which focused on maximizing the value of groundwater and nonportable supplies, to better use local groundwater and moderate conservation. Currently,
staff is worki ng on addressing comments rece ived from the stakeholders at the September
30 meeting.
The proposed WSRP is now availabl e for publi c review and input, and the PWP water
team plans to seek approva l from the Municipal Services Committee and the City Council
by end of 2020.
To learn more about the WSRP, visit https://PWPweb.com/WSRP.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Mark Jomsky, City

DATE:

October 8, 2020

RE:

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices

Cler~

Attached , please find this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and
public notices set for publication.
In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been updated
with the attached information, and can be accessed from the City's home webpage:
www.cityofpasadena.net (see illustration below)
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Notice of Public City
Hearing
Council
Notice of Public Hearing to extend Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 7354 of the
City of Pasadena Temporarily Prohibiting Demolition and "Major Projects"
Affecting Eligible, Undesignated Historic Resources
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THIS HEARING WILL TAKE PLACE AT A MEETING HELD PURSUANT TO GOVERNOR GAVIN
NEWSOM'S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 SOLELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS.

ORDINANCE DESCRIPTION: At the November 25, 2019 City Council meeting, the Council adopted
Ordinance No. 7354 which imposed a moratorium temporarily prohibiting demolition and "major projects"
affecting eligible, undesignated historic resources . The adopted interim urgency ordinance was effective for 45
days, was extended by the City Council for an additional 10 months and 15 days on December 9, 2019, and is
set to expire on November 3, 2020. The proposed ordinance is to extend the interim urgency ordinance for an
additional 12 months or the date that new permanent amendments to the Historic Preservation Ordinance
become effective. If adopted, the new expiration date would likely be October 29, 2021 .
PUBLIC MEETINGS/HEARINGS: The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed extension of
Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 7354 on October 19, 2020.
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The proposed extension of the urgency ordinance wou ld impose
greater limitations on development in the City and protect eligible, undesignated historic resources in
Pasadena, thereby serving to avoid potentially significant adverse environmental impacts. T he Council will be
asked to consider whether the proposed extension of the urgency ordinance does not have the potential for
causing a significant effect on the environment, and is therefore exempt from CEQA review pursuant to Title
14, Sections 15061 (b)(3) (the General Rule). In addition, Council will be asked to consider whether the
proposed extension of the ordinance is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15262 of the State
CEQA Guidelines as feasibility or planning study for possible future actions which the City has not approved,
adopted, or funded, and does not involve adoption of a plan that will have a legally binding effect on later
activities.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will hold a public hearing to receive testimony, oral and
written , on the above proposed Interim Urgency Ordinance and environmental determination. The hearing is
scheduled for:
Date:
Time :
Place:

October 19, 2020
2:00 p.m.
This electronic meeting may be viewed with captions and the opportunity to
submit public comment via the following websites: www.pasadenamedia.org
or www.cityofpasadena .net/commissions/agendas.

PUBLIC INFORMATION : All interested persons are invited to participate electronically by submitting
comments to publiccomment@cityofpasadena.net prior to the start of the City Council meeting . During the
meeting and prior to the close of the public hearing, members of the public, if so desired , may submit up to 200
words to be read aloud at the following webpage: www.cityofpasadena.net/city-clerk/public-comment. If you
challenge the matter in Court, you may be limited to raising those issues you or someone else raised at the
public hearing, or in written correspondence sent to the Counci l or the case planner at, or prior to, the public
hearing.
Contact Person: Kevin Johnson, Senior Planner

Mailing Address :

Phone: (626) 744-7806
E-mail: kevinjohnson@cityofpasadena.net
Website: www.cityofpasadena.net/planning

Pasadena City Clerk's Office
Official Records Division
100 North Garfield Avenue, Room 8228
Pasadena, CA 91101

ADA: In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, listening assistive devices are available with a 48-hour
advance notice. Please call (626) 744-4009 or (626) 744-4371 (TDD) to request use of a listening device. Language translation
services may be requested with 48-hour advance notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE BY THE CITY OF PASADENA
OF A SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARING BY THE CITY COUNCIL
RELATING TO A SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT
TO THE 5-YEAR 2020-2024 CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND
ANNUAL ACTION PLANS (2019-2020, 2020-2021) RELATED TO THE
CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC SECURITY (CARES) ACT ESG-CV
FUNDS AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM FUNDS

This is an amendment to the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan for the City of Pasadena to: a) receive
and administer $3,372,793 in Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funding from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) made available through the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act); and b) amend the administration funding
cap under the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME). The City of Pasadena also
intends to modify its 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 Annual Action Plans through the following
amendment actions:
2019-2020 Annual Action Plan
Description

Implementing
Ae:encv

Location

Action

649N. Fair
Oalrn Blvd.
#202

Budget
increase NTE
$137,714.
Adding
$114,732
from HOME
entitlement
(wl25% cap
per 4110120
HUD memo)
and $22,982
from HOME
program
mcome

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

New
Allocation
$337,279

HOME Administration
Budget amendment to
increase HOME
Administration for PY 2019
(City FY 2020)

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

2020-2021 Annual Action Plan
ESG-CV Administration
Housing
(10%)
Department
Administration of the ESGCity of
CV funds provided by the
Pasadena
CARES Act.

Goal Outcome

NIA

NIA

Street Outreach
Facilitate connections to
housing navigation and
supportive services for
homeless households living
on properties of religious
institutions.
Homelessness Prevention
Assistance
Financial assistance and
housing relocation and
stabilization services for
households at-risk of
homelessness.
Ra[!id Rehousing
Case management and shortto medium-term rental
assistance to homeless
households.
Emergenc:y: Shelter
Emergency shelter to protect
homeless individuals from
COVID-19.

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

New
Allocation
$125,000

New
Allocation
$500,000

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

New
Allocation
$1,000,000

649 N. Fair
Oaks Blvd.
#202

Budget
increase NTE
$148,164 (w/
25% cap per
4/10/20 HUD
memo).
Adding
$125,181
from HOME
entitlement
and
$22,983
program
mcome.

HOME Administration
Budget amendment to
increase HOME
Administration for PY 2020
(City FY 2021).

Housing
Department City of
Pasadena

New
Allocation
$1,410,514

Homeless nerson
overnight
shelter:
20 persons
assisted

Homelessness
Prevention:
60 persons
assisted
Tenant-based
rental
assistance/Ra12id
rehousing
45 persons
assisted
Homeless 11erson
overnight
shelter:
40 persons
assisted

NIA

The purpose of the public hearing is to discuss the City's intent to allocate funds for activities to
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, among households who are experiencing or atrisk of homelessness.

The public hearing will be held at the following location and time:
City Council - Public Hearing
Monday, October 19, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.
Pasadena City Hall - City Council Chambers
100 N. Garfield Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91109
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THIS MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE AT A MEETING
HELD PURSUANT TO GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM'S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20
SOLELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS.
Citizens wishing to submit written comments during the public review and comment period may
mail them, postmarked no later than October 14, 2020, to the following:
City of Pasadena
Department of Housing
Attention: Jennifer O' Reilly-Jones, Program Coordinator
649 N. Fair Oaks Blvd. #202
Pasadena, CA 91109
All interested persons are invited to participate electronically by submitting comments to
publiccomment@cityofpasadena.net prior to the start of the City Council meeting. Alternatively,
during the meeting and prior to the close of the public hearing, members of the public may submit
up to 200 words to be read aloud, if so desired, at the following webpage:
www.cityofpasadena.net/city-clerk/public-comment
Steve Mermell, City Manager
P.O. Box 7115
Pasadena, CA 91109

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program Administrator for an Emergency Business Grant Fund
The City of Pasadena's Economic Development section is happy to announce a grant
funding opportunity for non-profit organizations to design 'and implement a business grant
program . The City is looking for qualified nonprofits to respond to th is Notice. If your
organization is interested, a non-mandatory workshop will be held on Thursday. October 22.
2020
at
1:30
pm. This
will
be a virtual
meeting.
Please
ema il
rmartinez@cityofpasadena.net for the meeting link.

The notice of funding opportunity can be found at:
https://www.cltyofpasadena.net/economlcdevelopment/nofa-grant-programadmln/
City of Pasadena
City Manager's Office
Economic Development
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