
OFFICE OF TH E C IT Y MA NAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

December 17, 2020 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. Pasadena to Forego 2021 Point-In-Time Unsheltered Homeless Count: 

William Huang, Director of Housing reports the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) recently approved Pasadena's request for exceptions to all requirements 
surrounding the 2021 Point-In-Time Unsheltered Homeless Count, allowing the City to forego the 
unsheltered portion of the homeless count entirely next year. 

The City of Pasadena, as the administrative entity for the Pasadena Continuum of Care (Coe), 
typically collects data from people experiencing homelessness in unsheltered locations such as 
sidewalks, parks, and vehicles during the annual Point-In-Time Count in late January. Data regarding 
people staying in shelters and transitional housing programs are collected through the Homeless 
Management Information System (HMIS), a database utilized by homeless service providers. 

The Pasadena Continuum of Care Board approved the full exception request to HUD for the 
2021 Point-In-Time Unsheltered Homeless Count on December 7, 2020. The Board came to this 
heavy decision due to concerns for the health and safety of our neighbors experiencing homelessness 
and our homeless count volunteers in the midst of a surging pandemic. Further, this decision was 
supported by conversations with the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, other regional 
Continua of Care, the City's Homeless Count Consultant, and other community partners. Ultimately, 
the Pasadena CoC Board determined that there was no safe way to gather the 200+ volunteers 
necessary to conduct the 2021 Homeless Count and collect data as thoroughly as it has done in 
previous years. 
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The reasons for full exception request submitted to HUD included the following: 
1. Concern for the safety and wellbeing of participants, community volunteers and 

stakeholder agency staff 
2. Ability to recruit and retain community volunteers and stakeholder agency staff within 

the same household or staff cohort 
3. Planning capacity and execution challenges with increased safety protocols 
4. Data gathered from the unsheltered count likely would not yield results that would be 

useful for services planning as demographic data would not have been collected and the 
effects of the pandemic are not yet in full 

5. Unnecessary risk for a count that will not be as informative as numbers have been in 
previous years 

6. Conducting an unsheltered homeless count will divert staff from other critical work and 
lifesaving activities we are doing right now 

Pasadena joins the Los Angeles and Glendale Continua of Care and other continua of care 
throughout the State of California and the nation in receiving approval from HUD to not conduct an 
unsheltered homeless count in January 2021. The decision is not expected to have any effect on the 
amount of federal or state funding for homeless services that the City receives as the administrative 
entity for the Pasadena Continuum of Care. The approved request only applies to the unsheltered 
portion of the count and the City will collect and analyze data for the sheltered portion of the 
homeless count as usual through an existing database. The Housing Department will continue to 
engage with local homeless service providers in order to assess the ongoing needs people without 
shelter. 

2. Metro Service Change: 

Metro implemented Phase One of its NextGen Bus Plan on Sunday, December 13. According 
to Laura Rubio-Cornejo, Director of Transportation, the NextGen Bus Plan was developed to identify 
a new competitive bus system in Los Angeles County that is fast, frequent, reliable, and accessible. 
In 2018, Metro launched the countywide effort ofreimagining their bus system to better meet the 
needs of current and future riders through the NextGen Bus Study. The Plan was reviewed through a 
series of community engagement activities, the public hearing process, and Metro Service Councils, 
and ultimately approved by the Metro Board of Directors in October 2020. Metro service change 
proposals are reviewed by Pasadena staff and comments are provided to minimize the impacts of 
service changes to Pasadena residents. Staff continues to work closely with Metro staff on the 
implementation of the NextGen Bus Plan in Pasadena. 

The changes in Pasadena are as follows: 
• Route 177: Remains cancelled due to COVID, this line has not run since April 2020. 
• Route 258: Segment via Huntington Dr, Oak Knoll Dr and Lalce Av to Pasadena/ Altadena 

canceled due to low utilization. The route will now terminate at Y erk/Figueroa after servicing 
the South Pasadena L (Gold) Line Station. Line 180 will continue to serve Lake Av north of 
Colorado Blvd. with L Line (Gold) rail service linking South Pasadena and Pasadena. 

• Route 762: To maximize service to all stops on major corridors, Metro Rapid lines will be 
replaced by more frequent service on their partner local lines. Route 762's partner line, Route 
260, will have 12-15 minute pealc frequency and 15-20 minute base frequency. 
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3. Distribution Battery Demonstration Project by the Water and Power Department: 

Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power announces the department will be 
installing commercially available battery storage and communication systems on existing power 
poles as part of a pilot project to test its real-world application. Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") 
saw the opportunity to collaborate with the California Institute of Technology ("Caltech"). Caltech 
will provide modeling for battery replacement and recommendations for best-case use. The goal of 
the pilot project is to explore alternative methods to improve voltage quality and line loss in targeted 
areas. Using batteries to improve voltage qualities allows PWP to explore other potential uses for 
this type of battery technology, including cost savings from avoiding high-cost energy purchases 
during peak hours, integration of intermittent renewable energy sources, and help optimize 
distribution grid operations. 

At the December 14, 2020 City Council meeting, a member of the City Council asked staff to 
clarify "the arrangement and cost allocation with Caltech for the Distribution Battery Project." As 
part of the collaboration, PWP and Caltech have agreed that each party will be responsible for its own 
cost. There will be no exchange of funds between the City and Caltech for this project. Caltech will 
be responsible for modeling the electrical system and identifying optimum locations for the 
installation of the batteries on the PWP system. Caltech will be using the assistance of its 
engineering students guided by the direction of a faculty advisor. This project provides a unique 
opportunity for Caltech to validate and improve their modeling tools under real-life conditions. 

PWP is responsible for the procurement, installation, and operation of the batteries, as well as 
demonstration of project results and its industry applicability to the American Public Power 
Association ("APPA"). PWP received grant funds from APPA, which will help to offset a portion of 
PWP' s costs of this demonstration project. For more details on the December 14, 2020, City Council 
Agenda Item # 16, visit 
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/2020%20Agendas/Dec 14 20/ AR%2016.pdf 

4. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices: 

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week's 
submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the 
webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the attached 
information and can be accessed from the City' s home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you 
require additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please contact 
Mr. Jomsky at (626) 744-4709. 

I Attachments 

Respectfully Submitted, 

JULIE A. GUTIERREZ 
Assistant City Manager 

www.cityofpasadena.net
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/2020%20Agendas/Dec_14_20/AR%2016.pdf
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MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Mayor and ~ity J:zcil 

Mark Jomsky, City Cle~~ 

December 17, 2020 

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices 

Attached, please find this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and 
public notices set for publication. 

In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been updated 
with the attached information, and can be accessed from the City's home webpage: 
www.cityofpasadena.net (see illustration below) 

City News ; Cit izen Service Center 
J.. • ' ·' ' I I ' ,• • J..'eporl <Jr 1 .u.• OI •.uU1'lll .J ,.,,,. ... t.' r.,.q..w I 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

@ City Departments 
IV\ J. •' ,1l l ·k·p,.ut rlt-4'1t ,)rd tlr..r A,rl .>.ti .r :~ • ,, 

::::: Current Agendas 
\. 1."• ~I .i' ~ f -i ' I',• I ' •' , i 

~, fllll <'. 11. f Jfl f 'I ' ' • ,~ I',, h< '<)f 

I OONorth GarfielcfAvenue, 5228 · PO. Box 7 115 ·Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 

(626) 744-4 124 • Fax (626) 744-3921 

www.cityofpasadena.net


NOTICE OF INTENTION 
TO FILL AV ACANCY BY APPOINTMENT 

FOR A MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 5 

Notice is hereby given that, in accordance with Pasadena City Charter, Section 404, the 
City Council of the City of Pasadena will accept applications from qualified registered 
voters residing in City Council District 5 to fill a vacancy by appointment created by the 
resignation of Councilmember Victor M. Gordo, which occurred on December 7, 2020 as a 
result of his successful election and staii of term as Mayor of Pasadena. 

The term of service for the appointment to the Council District 5 seat is from the date of 
appointment to December 12, 2022. 

In addition to a completed application, applicants must circulate a nomination petition and 
gather a minimum of 25 qualified signatures from registered voters living in and registered in 
District 5. Nomination petitions and application materials are available in the City Clerk' s 
Office, and will be issued subject to confirmation of eligibility. Applicants must hand­
deliver all completed materials no later than 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2021 to 
the Office of the City Clerk. No postmarks, email submissions, or faxes will be accepted. 
There is a $25.00 filing fee due at the time applications and nomination petitions are filed. 

To be considered for the position, those applicants invited to participate must also attend a 
special meeting of the City Council in February 2021 for the purposes of a public interview by 
the full City Council. The date and time of the meeting has yet to be determined and further 
information will be provided after all applications are received. 

Presentations by applicants at the special meeting will be limited to six ( 6) minutes, followed 
by a question and answer period conducted by the City Council on each applicant' s 
qualifications. The effective date of service for the newly appointed City Councilmember 
representing District 5 will begin on the day of appointment following the administration of 
the Oath of Office by the City Clerk. 

Application period: Thursday, December 17, 2020 - Thursday, January 14, 2021 
Applications can be obtained in person (APPOINTMENT REQUIRED): 

City of Pasadena, Office of the City Clerk 
100 North Garfield A venue, Room S228 
Pasadena, California 91101 
(626) 744-4124, mjomsky@cityofpasadena.net 

Applications and nomination petitions are available during regular business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m. City Hall will be closed on Friday, December 18 and 
25, 2020, and January 1, 2021. Appointments are required to obtain materials. Due to 
COVID-19, all individuals coming to City Hall must wear facial coverings and observe 
social distancing. 

Completed application and nomination petitions must be hand delivered to: Pasadena City 
Hall, Office of the City Clerk, 100 North Garfield Avenue, Room S228, Pasadena, California 
91101 

Submission deadline: 5:30 p.m., Thursday, January 14, 2021 

Mark Jomsky, 
City Clerk, CMC 

Published and Posted: Thursday, December 17, 2020 




