
OFF I CE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

March 11 , 2021 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. 2021 One City, One Story Conversation with Father Gregory Boyle: 

I have attached a memorandum from Michele Perera, Director of Libraries and Information 
Services that provides an introduction to upcoming l 91

h Annual Pasadena One City, One Story 
community reading project. This year, she 
is pleased to announce the One City, One 
Story Conversation with Father Gregory 
Boyle and the novel he wrote titled Tattoos 
on the Heart. This event will take place on 
Sunday, March 14, at 2 p.m. on Zoom. 
Father Boyle will discuss his experiences 
writing Tattoos on the Heart. A question­
and-answer session will immediately 
follow. The event is free and open to the 
community. To attend, sign up at 
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?Eventld=3992. 

2. ePermitting Coming to Pasadena: 

Tattoos on 
the Heart 
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David Reyes, Director of Planning and Community Development is pleased to report that 
ePermitting will soon come to Pasadena. Within the past year, the City of Pasadena launched Phase 1 
of a new permitting system. In June 2020 the new system, called Energov, replaced the legacy 
Tidemark system that was being utilized since 2001. Phase 1 of the project allowed for continuation of 
previous functionality and established the framework required to implement a virtual Permit Center. 
Phase 2 of the project consist of expanding online services for customers and implementation of an 
internal ePlanCheck process with use of Bluebeam software. The primary objective of the project is to 
enhance the customer's experience by providing convenient online services and a timely permitting 
review process. 
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Staff looks forward to working with homeowners and contractors to create a more streamlined 
and transparent permitting process. Please see the attached flyer for detailed information and 
upcoming dates regarding services now accepted online and visit 
www.cityofpasadena.net/PermitCenterOnline for access to Energov Citizen Self-Service portal and 
instructional video tutorials. 

3. Soundwalls along Interstate 210 Freeway {1-210)-From east of Fair Oaks Avenue to west 
of Wilson A venue: 

Attached is a memorandum from Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works that provides an 
update to the ongoing Soundwalls Project which began in 2014. This project is part of the City's 
Capital Improvement Program and is funded by a Federal Highway Administration grant. Caltrans 
anticipates completing the design phase later this year, in 2021. Metro is charged with the 
advertising, award, and construction management of the project. However, due to construction 
funding uncertainty caused by the economic impacts of Covid-19 pandemic, Metro does not currently 
have an established schedule for the construction phase of the project. Also attached is a map from 
Caltrans which includes various areas along the 1-210 where various soundwalls have been placed. 

4. Tree Removal List: 

The attached list from Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works, highlights pending removals 
of dead, dying and hazardous trees on a non-emergency basis throughout Pasadena, as well as trees 
recently removed on an emergency basis. The Urban Forestry Section in the Street Maintenance 
Division has posted the non-emergency removals and notified pertinent residents consistent with the 
City's Tree Removal Policy. Residents are encouraged to call the Citizen Service Center at (626) 
744-7311 to learn more about the City's tree maintenance and/or planting efforts or to report a 
problem with the urban forest. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Assistant City Manager 

I Attachments 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/permit-center/permit-center-online/


MEMORANDUM 
LIBRARIES & INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

DATE: March 10, 2021 

TO: Steve Mennell, City Manager 

FROM: Michelle Perera, Director, Libraries and Information Services 

RE: 2021 One City, One Story Conversation with Father Gregory Boyle 

To celebrate the l 91
h year of Pasadena's One City, One Story community reading project, Pasadena Public 

invites the community to a conversation with Father Gregory Boyle, author of this year's selected novel, 
Tattoos on the Heart, Sunday, March 14, at 2 p.m. on Zoom. Father Boyle will discuss his experiences 
writing Tattoos on the Heart. A question-and-answer session will immediately follow. The event is free 
and open to the community. To attend, sign up at 
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?Eventld=3992. 

Tattoos on the Heart is a series of parables about kinship and redemption from pastor, activist and 
renowned speaker Father Gregory Boyle. In this, his debut book, he distills his experience working with 
gang members into a breathtaking series of stories inspired by faith. Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that 
no life is less valuable than another. 

From giant, tattooed Cesar, shopping at JC Penney fresh out of prison, we learn how to feel worthy of 
God's love. From 10-year-old Pipi, we learn the importance of being known and acknowledged. From 
Lulu, we come to understand the kind of patience necessary to rescue someone from the dark- as Father 
Boyle phrases it, we can only shine a flashlight on a light switch in a darkened room. This is a motivating 
look at how to remain faithful in spite of failure, how to meet the world with a loving heart, and how to 
conquer shame with boundless, restorative love. 

Founder of Homeboy Industries, the largest gang intervention, rehabilitation and re-entry program in the 
world, Father Boyle has dedicated his life to helping the most marginalized individuals find a place in 
society. In a moving example of unconditional love in difficult times, the Jesuit priest and bestselling 
author of Tattoos on the Heart and Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship shares what three 
decades of working with gang members in Los Angeles have taught him about faith, compassion and the 
enduring power of kinship. 

Father Boyle has received the California Peace Prize and has been inducted into the California Hall of 
Fame. In 2014, President Obama named Father Boyle a Champion of Change. He was named the 2016 

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3992


Humanitarian of the Year by the James Beard Foundation, a national culinary-arts organization, and he 
received the University of Notre Dame's 2017 Laetare Medal, the oldest honor given to American 
Catholics. Cun-ently, he serves as a committee member of California Governor Gavin Newsom's 
Economic and Job Recovery Task Force as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2020, Homeboy 
Industries received the Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Prize of$2.5 million, given to non-profi ts that 
have made "extraordinary contributions" toward alleviating human suffering. 

One City, One Story is designed to broaden and deepen an appreciation ofreading and literature and to 
promote tolerance and understanding of differing points of view by recommending a compelling book 
that engages the community in conversation. This year's theme is "Books for our Times." For more 
information on this year 's activities, visit http://cityofoasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory. 

The Pasadena Public Library is an information center for the Pasadena community in order to preserve 
and encourage the free expression of ideas essential to an infonned citizenry. A variety of highly vetted 
programs are presented for children and adults and they represent the research and opinions of the 
presenter and do not reflect an endorsement by the City of Pasadena nor the Pasadena Public Library. 

https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory


~PAfADENA 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Save yourself a visit to the Permit Center! The City of Pasadena has expanded 
online permitting services to include the following: 

eServices Available Now! 
• Submit a permit application and plans for a new accessory dwelling unit {ADU). 
• Resubmit ADU plans in response to corrections and comments. 
• Pay all plan check and permit fees with Visa, MC, Discover, American Express or electronic check. 
• Track progress of building permit and planning applications. 
• Schedule inspections on line and receive a ca ll/text/email confirmation with inspection window. 

eServices Coming Soon! 
• March 2021 - Apply for and obtain sub-trade permits via a fully automated express online process. 

HVAC, mechanical, electrical and plumbing permits can be issued online same-day, in just minutes. 

• Summer 2021- Submit a permit application and plans for all building permits. 

Important Quick Links 
• Energov Citizen Self-Service Portal-www.cityofoasadena.net/MyPermits. 
• Express Permit Portal - www.cityofpasadena.net/ExpressPermits. 
• Inspection Request Portal-www.cityofoasadena.net/lnspections. 
• Video Tutorials - www.cityofpasadena.net/PermitCenterOnline. 

For questions or comments about on line permitting, please send an email to 

ePermitting@cityofpasadena .net 

Step 1: Select Permit 

Express Permits (select one) 

Heating, ventilation, and air condit ioning (HVAC) 

Apply for an express permit ior the construction, alteratio n or removal of heating , ventilation refri geratio n, air 

co nd itioning and related systems at a residential proper!)'· -

https://mypermits.cityofpasadena.net/EnerGov_Prod/SelfService#/home
https://bldginsp.azurewebsites.net/permit/express
https://mypermits.cityofpasadena.net/Inspections/pub/searchinsp
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/permit-center/permit-center-online


DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM - CITY OF PASADENA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

March 11, 2021 

Steve Mermell, City Manager 

Ara Maloyan, P.E., Director of Public Works r 
RE: Soundwalls along Interstate 21 O Freeway (1-210) - From east of Fair Oaks 

Avenue to west of Wilson Avenue 

In 2014, as part of the City's Capital Improvement Program, the City constructed soundwalls 
under its Route 21 O Freeway Sound Wall Project. Funded by a Federal Highway 
Administration grant, these segments were sited along the northern section of the Route 21 O 
Freeway, from Orange Grove Boulevard/SR-134 to Arroyo Boulevard/Windsor Avenue. 

Construction of soundwalls between Fair Oaks Avenue and North Wilson Avenue on the 
East Bound (EB) and West Bound (WB) of 1-210, in the City of Pasadena, and between 
Baldwin Avenue and Santa Anita Avenue along WB and EB 1-210, in the City of Arcadia, 
were programmed as Package 10 of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro) Post 1989 Retrofit Soundwall Program. 

A California Environmental. Quality Act Programmatic Categorical Exemption Determination 
was filed in 2006 and re-validated in 2009 and 2012. A supplemental traffic Noise Study 
Report (NSR) was prepared in 2017 for this traffic noise abatement project. The 
supplemental NSR evaluated existing traffic noise impacts along 1-210, including the City of 
Pasadena from east of Fair Oaks Avenue to west of Wilson Avenue. 

Based on Metro's soundwall implementation policies, only residence and schools are 
considered for noise abatement consideration. To qualify for retrofit noise abatement, the 
ambient noise levels within the project limits must meet or exceed the 67 A-weighted 
decibels threshold and the act'1vity areas must have been developed prior to construction of 
the highway. For a sound barrier to be considered reasonable, the 7 decibels noise reduction 
design goal must be achieved at one or more benefited receptors. 

Based on the studies conducted, acoustically feasible noise abatement measures in the 
form of soundwalls are included as part of this project. The locations of these acoustically 
feasible soundwalls are shown on the attached layout maps, Layouts L-2 through L-5. 

This project is managed by Metro, with the construction plans and specifications currently 
under preparation by California Department of Transportation (CalTrans). The near­
complete plans for soundwalls within the City of Pasadena are under review by both the 
Public Works and Transportation departments. The scope of work includes the construction 
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of up to 15-ft high concrete masonry walls within 1-210 right-of-way, along with restoration of 
impacted landscaping and irrigation, drainage facilities, utilities, pavement and, signage and 
striping. 

Certain improvements, including some portions of soundwall spread footings fall within the 
City's roadway right-of-way along Maple Street and Corson Street. Public Works staff is 
currently in discussion with CalTrans to draft an agreement between the two agencies for 
encroachment and maintenance of these improvements within City's right-of-way. Public 
Works staff has also requested a public outreach plan and schedule from Metro, to ensure 
proper noticing and timely consideration of any public feedback. 

CalTrans anticipates completing the design phase later this year, in 2021. Metro is charged 
with the advertising, award, and construction management of the project. However, due to 
construction funding uncertainty caused by the economic impacts of Covid-19 pandemic, 
Metro does not currently have an established schedule for the construction phase of the 
project. Upon project funding commitment, Metro will present the construction scope and 
schedule to the City in a public forum, including a future Municipal Services Committee 
meeting. 

Attachment: CalTrans Soundwall Layout Maps (L2 - LS) 
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# Address Species Dist Condition Comments/Actions

1875 E WALNUT ST F 3 AMERICAN SWEETGUM (LIST) 18 " 2
DEAD TREE. TRUNK WOUND WITH DECAY AND TERMITES. REMOVAL 

RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1755 OAKDALE ST F 1 LIVE OAK (QUAG) 10 " 7
TREE IS IN POOR CONDITION. ROOT GIRDLE SUSPECTED, NO TRUNK FLARE, 

NORTH SIDE OF TRUNK IS COMPRESSED. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1310 N MARENGO AVE F 1 LIVE OAK (QUAG) 10 " 1 DEAD TREE. BORERS, TERMITES, DECAY, BARK LOSS. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1385 N MARENGO AVE F 1 CAROLINA LAUREL CHERRY (PRCA) 22 " 1
CANOPY HAS BEEN TOPED DUE TO EXCESSIVE LINE CLEARANCE, WOOD BORERS, 

TERMITES, TRUNK DECAY. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1520 N RAYMOND AVE R 3 BRUSH CHERRY (EUPA) 10 " 1 99% OF CANOPY IS DEAD, FRACTURES IN TRUNK. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1520 N RAYMOND AVE R 9 BRUSH CHERRY (EUPA) 9 " 1 SEVERE TRUNK DECAY WITH TERMITES. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1853 N MARENGO AVE F 1 HOLLY OAK (QUIL) 15 " 1
DEAD TREE. EXCESSIVE PARKWAY IRRIGATION, ROOT ROT SUSPECTED. REMOVAL 

RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

225 GRANDVIEW ST S 3 BRUSH CHERRY (EUPA) 9 " 1 DEAD TREE ENTANGLED IN CANOPY OF PRIVATE TREE. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

2057 N MARENGO AVE F 1 HOLLY OAK (QUIL) 22 " 1
DEAD TREE. INTERNAL DECAY, TERMITES, TRUNK WOUND. REMOVAL 

RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

914 N CATALINA AVE F 1 HOLLY OAK (QUIL) 16 " 2
DEAD TREE. ROOT PRUNED, SOIL COMPACTION FROM RIVER ROCKS PREVIOUSLY 

IN ROOT ZONE,  BUTTRESS DECAY. REMOVAL RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

1815 EL SERENO AVE F 2 CAROB (CESI2) 26 " 1
INTERNAL DEACY, CONKS, CAVITIES, TERMITES THROUGHOUT TREE. REMOVAL 

RECOMMENDED TREE REMOVAL PENDING

Forestry Operation

Master Tree Removal  List

Feb-21
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