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Orrice OF THE CiTY MANAGER
August 17, 2023

To the Honorable City Council
of the City of Pasadena

Mayor and Councilmembers:

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

1. Public Art Community Meeting at the Robinson Park Recreation Center:

ROBINSON PARK RECREATION CENTER | PUBLIC ART PROJECT

COMMUNITY

MEETING

Join the C ty's Cultural Affairs Division to learn more about
the Public Art Project for the Robinson Park Recreation Center,
meel the selected artists and find out how you can participate!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31| 6 p.m. |

Robinson Park Recreation Center
1081 North Fair Oaks Avenue

Jennifer Paige, Director of Planning and Community Development, and the Cultural Affairs
Division invite the public to a Public Art Community Meeting on Thursday, August 31, 6-8 p.m. at
the Robinson Park Recreation Center, 1081 N. Fair Oaks Ave., to learn more about the Robinson
Park Recreation Center Capital Improvement Public Art Project. This event is a great opportunity for
residents to meet the selected artists and find out how they can participate in the public art
development process.

City Hall - 100 N. Gaifield Avenue - Pasadena, CA 91109
(626) 744-4333 + Fax (626) 744-4774
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Artists Deborah Aschheim and Carla Jay Harris will introduce themselves to the community
and share their artistic background and approach to the project. Throughout the coming year, both
artists will conduct extensive research and community engagement through collaboration with
Northwest Pasadena residents and stakeholders to develop specific content and artistic themes which
will serve as the basis for the public art concept at the Center.

The public art project for the Robinson Park Recreation Center was developed through
guidance from the Robinson Park Stakeholder Group and community members and is intended to
prioritize community input and collaboration during the first phase of the artwork development
process. This project serves as an exciting opportunity for the Northwest community to contribute
their unique stories and perspectives into the formation of a permanent public artwork at the Center.

The renovation of the Robinson Park Recreation Center was the second and final phase of the
Robinson Park Master Plan adopted by City Council in 2002 and designated as an eligible Capital
Improvement Public Art project in 2015. Per the unique requirements of this project, the artists
selected to the project will be responsible for initiating numerous opportunities for engaging with the
Northwest Pasadena community, ranging from large public events to small intimate conversations.
This community-based research will then be incorporated into the artist’s Concept Art Plan, which
will be presented to the City’s Arts & Culture Commission for review and approval.

For more information about the Public Art Community Meeting, visit:
www.cityofpasadena.net/arts or contact Corey Dunlap, Public Art Coordinator, Planning &
Community Development Department: cdunlap@cityofpasadena.net, (626) 744-7547.

2. Pasadena in the News:

Below are this week’s top five clips of Pasadena in the News as submitted by Lisa Derderian,
Public Information Officer.

1. Pasadena Officials will Tour 710 Freeway Ditch Site with Public Welcome to Join — Pasadena
Star News

2. City Spokesperson Confirms Progress in St. Luke Hospital Cleanup — Pasadena Now

3. Pasadena Retains Masking Orders in Healthcare and Direct Care Facilities — Colorado
Boulevard

4. Pasadena Unified Begins 2023-2024 School Year — Pasadena Now

5. Get Ready for School With the Pasadena Library — Colorado Boulevard

3. Community Preparedness:

Chad Augustin, Pasadena Fire Chief, stated he is saddened to say that the recent disaster in
Lahaina Maui provides for a timely reminder of the risks that our community faces every day. It is
also a prime moment to share valuable tips to assist our community to be better prepared should
Pasadena face a large disaster.


https://www.pasadenastarnews.com/2023/08/15/pasadena-officials-will-tour-710-freeway-ditch-site-with-public-welcome-to-join/
https://www.pasadenanow.com/main/city-spokesperson-confirms-progress-in-st-luke-hospital-cleanup
https://www.coloradoboulevard.net/pasadena-retains-masking-orders-in-healthcare-and-direct-care-facilities/
https://www.pasadenanow.com/main/pasadena-unified-begins-2023-2024-school-year
https://www.coloradoboulevard.net/get-ready-for-school-with-the-pasadena-library/

To the Honorable City Council
August 17, 2023
Page |3

While Pasadena may have different threats than Maui, similar events can occur anywhere.
The Pasadena Fire Department (“PFD”), along with other city department partners are working hard
to keep our community safe. Despite best efforts to keep our community safe, there are considerable
risks, from rapidly spreading wildfires to no-notice events such as an earthquake.

Some of the greatest efforts undertaken by PFD include prevention and education. Annually,
fire personnel perform over 4,000 residential inspections in the “very high severity fire hazard
zones.” These residences are considered to have the highest risk of fire spread and destruction in the
event of a wildfire. PFD’s goal is to partner with the community to assist in finding ways to harden
their homes against wildfire. Regarding staff, this annual endeavor is a huge undertaking, but it is
worth the reduction of risk to fire spread in our community.

PFD also has agreements with all neighboring fire agencies to assist the city in a time of need.
One especially important resource available to assist PFD is the use of the firefighting helicopter.
These water dropping helicopters can quickly limit fire spread, especially in areas where it is difficult
for fire personnel to physically respond. PFD also works with local, state, and federal authorities on
fire early warning detection systems. These systems use satellite technology to quickly identify a fire
and alert resources. In some of the remote areas where 911 notification can be delayed, this is
especially important, so staft is constantly evaluating new and emerging technology to better protect
Pasadena.

There are also other efforts from various city departments underway to be better prepared.
Over the last year, there has been over 100 hours of disaster training hosted here in Pasadena. These
trainings courses have provided excellent opportunities for many city departments to bolster their
disaster preparedness knowledge, as well as work through managing large scale simulated disasters.
The result is a workforce that will be better equipped to successfully manage a large disaster.

PFD has hired one of the best consultants in the nation to assist with developing a citywide
evacuation plan. Over an 18-month process, staff and the consultant were able to develop the first
ever evacuation plan for Pasadena. Additionally, the city hired a full-time Emergency Manager. The
new Emergency Manager will start in October, and she will have the framework from the evacuation
plan to hit the ground running to start exercising the plan to make Pasadena a more prepared city.

Chief Augustin and staff recognize that there are not enough resources available in a disaster
to properly care for Pasadena on their own; therefore, it is vitally important that community members
are trained to be an extension of emergency workers. Historically, a large part of this education was
provided through the Community Emergency Response Team (“CERT”) and Map Your
Neighborhood trainings. These trainings provided an excellent education on disaster planning to our
community. During the pandemic, these trainings were cancelled; however, we are proud to say that
these training courses were reinstituted in the past year. At the completion of a CERT training,
members have the basic framework to be better prepared to care for themselves, their family, and
their community in the event of a disaster.

In the event of a large-scale emergency, Pasadena utilizes NIXLE and PLEAS (Pasadena
Local Emergency Alert System) for emergency notifications to our community. This is a good
opportunity to consider signing up for notifications. Go to https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-



https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-services/register-for-pasadena-local-emergency-alert-system-pleas/
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services/register-for-pasadena-local-emergency-alert-system-pleas/ and text your zip code to 888777
for NIXLE alerts.

In Lahaina, many residents had only a couple of minutes to evacuate; many got out with only
the clothes on their back. This is a good reminder to have a plan and a “go bag” with the essentials
one person needs to survive for up to 72 hours. Some examples of what should be in your bag
include: phone charger, cash, water, prescription medications, a first aid kit, a whistle, a flashlight,
and a special go bag for your pets. Go to https:/www.ready.gov/kit for more details on your go kit.
In addition to a go bag, it is extremely important to have a primary and secondary route for
evacuation; this includes keeping those transportation vehicles properly charged and/or fueled.

While the City of Pasadena employees are working hard to ensure Pasadena stays a safe city,
the odds are high that we will have a disaster in our lifetime. Individual preparedness and planning
may be the difference in life and death. Take the time to become more prepared to stay healthy and
safe when the disaster happens.

4. Union Street Protected Bikeway Completion and Ribbon Cutting:

The construction of the City’s Union Street Protected Bikeway project along Union Street
between Arroyo Parkway and Hill Avenue and along Holliston Avenue between Union Street and
Cordova Street is scheduled for completion by September 2023. The completion of this bicycle
facility will be celebrated with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday, September 9, 2023, in front of
City Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.



https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-services/register-for-pasadena-local-emergency-alert-system-pleas/
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The Union Street Protected Bikeway is a 1.5-mile-long two-way protected bike lane along
Union Street and a 0.3-mile-long bike boulevard along Holliston Avenue with traffic signal and curb
ramp improvements along both streets. The addition of new traffic signals, improved curb ramps,
and protected bikeway provides an all-ages bicycle connection between Pasadena City College,
CalTech, Playhouse Village, and Old Pasadena while closing gaps in the existing pedestrian network.

The project was first envisioned in July 2013 when the Municipal Services Committee gave
direction to the Department of Transportation to take a bolder approach to the proposed bikeway
installations within the City’s Bicycle Transportation Action Plan (“Plan”). The Plan was developed
over the course of 2014 and 2015 with the input and support of Pasadena residents and business
community. Initial funding for outreach, design, and construction was secured in 2017 through the
state Active Transportation Program grant. Additional funding required to make the project a reality
came from the American Rescue Plan Act, Measure R Transportation Fund, the Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality program, and other local funds. Working closely with Pasadena Public
Works, the project broke ground after S years of numerous community and stakeholder meetings.

A ribbon cutting ceremony and resource fair will take place on Saturday, September 9, 2023,
from 8:30 am to 11:00 am in Centennial Square. Local, state, and federal elected officials and
dignitaries have been invited to speak at the event and join us in an inaugural bike ride. The
morning’s events will begin at 8:30 a.m., with dignitaries speaking at 9:30 a.m. and a short inaugural
bike ride on Union Street from City Hall to Playhouse Village Park and back, immediately to follow.

Respgcepfully Subpnitted,

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ
Assistant City Manager





