
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

December 7, 2023 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. Community Meeting to Present the Progress of the Pasadena Central Library

Earthquake Retrofit and Repair Project:

Tim McDonald, Director of Libraries and Information Services, announced the City of 
Pasadena and Gruen Associates design team are hosting a community meeting to present the progress 
of the Pasadena Central Library Earthquake Retrofit and Repair Project on Wednesday, December 
13, at 6:00 p.m., at Pasadena High School Auditorium, 2925 E. Sierra Madre Blvd. (flyer attached). 

The City is seeking public input to ensure that the community's needs and preferences are 
heard and considered and that the library continues to serve the current and future needs of all our 
community. This community meeting will offer residents an update on the Pasadena Central 
Library's earthquake retrofit and building repair project. Gruen Associates' design team will present 
the progress of the schematic design with special emphasis on public use of the library, including the 
circulation and main hall, work rooms, teen room, innovation lab, and studio. The meeting will 
conclude with a call for comments from the public on the proposed programming and services they 
envision for Central Library. City of Pasadena staff will provide translation for attendees by request 
in Armenian, Mandarin, and Spanish. The presentation and meeting will be recorded by Pasadena 
Media and posted on https://www.CityOfPasadena.net/Library/Central-Library-Earthguake-Retrofit/ 
following the meeting. 

On August 21, 2023, the Pasadena City Council approved the concrete shear wall earthquake 
retrofit approach and directed Gruen Associates to proceed with the development of the schematic 
design of the project. The final cost of the Pasadena Central Library Earthquake Retrofit and 
Building Repair Project is pending. The City has already received $ 9 million from the State of 
California this past year to begin the process and will continue to identify additional sources of 
funding such as state and federal grants, philanthropic and non-profit organization support, and 
general and capital improvement funds. Pending appropriation of funds, construction is anticipated 
to begin in Summer 2025 and last approximately 30 to 36 months. 

For more information about the Pasadena Central Library Retrofit and Repair Project visit 
https://www.CityOfPasadena.net/Library/Central-Library-Earthquake-Retrofit/ or contact Teo Sierra 
at (626) 744-4772 or Tsierra@cityofpasadena.net. 
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2. Electric Vehicle ("EV") Charging Station Updates and Rebate Changes for New EVs:

Sidney Jackson, General Manager of Water and Power, reaffirms that the department is a
leader in supporting electric vehicles with continuous expansion of the City's charging infrastructure 
and valuable incentives available to residential and commercial customers. New changes are on the 
way on both fronts in 2024. 

Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") continues to expand transportation electrification 
infrastructure, and currently offers over 100 publicly accessible EV charging stations throughout the 
City. Robinson Park is under construction to add five DC Fast Chargers and 20 Level 2 chargers. 
Victory Park is also under construction to add four DC Fast Chargers and 21 Level 2 chargers. Both 
projects are expected to be completed and operational in early 2024. 

Four new Level 2 chargers are currently operational at Playhouse Village Park with an 
expansion project of20 additional Level 2 chargers currently in the design process. Shopper's Lane 
in the South Lake District will be home to PWP's third fast charging project collaboration with Tesla 
and is expected to be operational later this month. A 37-charger expansion project at the Del Mar 
Station Garage is undergoing finishing touches for signage but is already operational. 

Existing fast charging at the Marengo Parking Structure and the Arroyo Charging Depot 
continue to be popular and heavily used. 

PWP reminds customers that PWP rebates for new plug-in EVs will end December 31, 2023. 
This change is part of a planned program update consistent with regional utilities and state programs. 
Community outreach earlier this year regarding the sunsetting rebate included bill inserts, PWP 
website, social media, and via local media. 

Please Note: The $250 rebate for qualifying used EV s will continue. Customers can receive 
an additional $250 bonus rebate if they purchase a used EV from a Pasadena auto dealer. An 
additional $1,000 is available for customers currently participating in PWP's income-qualifying 
programs. 

Eligible customers can also take advantage of upcoming changes to the Federal Tax Credit. 
Starting January 2024, buyers can transfer the tax credit to the car dealer at the point of sale, which 
will reduce the vehicle's up-front purchase price. 

Residential electric customers are also eligible for a $600 rebate when they install a qualifying 
"Wi-Fi enabled" or "Internet Connected" EV charger at their home. Residential electric customers 
are eligible for a $200 rebate when they install a standard (Non-Wi-Fi/Non-Internet Connected) EV 
charger. Charger incentives are also available to commercial customers. 

PWP's rebate program for new EVs has been a success. At the time of implementation of the 
rebate, 2% of car sales iu California were EVs. As of September 2023, EVs accounted for more than 
20% of new car sales. 
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State programs including Clean Fuel Rewards and Clean Vehicle Rebate Project are also no 
longer accepting applications for new EV rebates. Phasing out new EV rebates helps PWP to expand 
opportunities to address barriers to EVs for low-income residents, as well as additional benefits for 
city-wide charging infrastructure. 

For more information about available incentives, EV charger types, and where to find 
charging stations, visit PWPweb.com/EV. 

3. Pasadena in the News:

Below are this week's top five clips of Pasadena in the News as submitted by Lisa Derderian,
Public Information Officer. 

1. 12-year-old celebrates her birthday by asking that presents be donated to Spark of Love toy
drive-ABC 7

2. 'Authentically Yours, Pasadena': Holiday season campaign uplifts small businesses -
Pasadena Weekly

3. "Micro Units," Pasadena's tiny new affordable housing options -KCAL

4. Pasadena 2023 Tree Lighting Highlights - Colorado Boulevard

5. Residents Briefed, Reassured, Following Washington Park Shooting -Pasadena Now

/ Attachment 

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ 

Assistant City Manager 

https://abc7.com/socal-strong-spark-of-love-toys-toy-drive/14120027/
https://abc7.com/socal-strong-spark-of-love-toys-toy-drive/14120027/
https://www.pasadenaweekly.com/news/authentically-yours-pasadena-holiday-season-campaign-uplifts-small-businesses/article_621a3736-8956-11ee-beac-af152ac7384f.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/video/micro-units-pasadenas-tiny-new-affordable-housing-options/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h
https://www.coloradoboulevard.net/pasadena-2023-tree-lighting-highlights/
https://www.pasadenanow.com/main/residents-briefed-reassured-following-washington-park-shooting
https://pwp.cityofpasadena.net/ev/


Find out more about the future of the 
renowned Pasadena Central Library.  

The City of Pasadena is hosting a community meeting to provide 
updates about the Pasadena Central Library Project.

Pasadena Central Library 
Earthquake Retrofit 
and Building Repairs Project 

@PasadenaLibrary www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net

Questions, contact Teo Sierra at TSierra@CityofPasadena.net or (626) 744-4772.

Translation will be provided in Armenian, Mandarin and Spanish for those attendees requesting it. 

         For accessibility information or to request an accommodation, contact CSC@CityOfPasadena.net 
or (626) 744-7311. Providing at least 72 hours advance notice will help ensure availability.

Community 
Meeting

Get the Update
on the schematic design 

for the Pasadena Central Library

Dec. 13, 2023   6 p.m. 
Pasadena High School Auditorium, 
2925 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.

Free Parking is Available

Wednesday


