
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

January 4, 2024 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. Cordova Complete Streets Project - Construction Completion:

The construction of the City's Cordova Street Complete Streets capital improvement project

has been completed. This project installed 1.5-mile-long Class II buffered bike lanes on Cordova 
Street from Hill Avenue to Arroyo Parkway as well as street enhancements across all modes of travel. 
The new ''complete streets" configuration consists of a travel lane and Class II bike lanes in each 
direction, a bi-directional left turn lane, parking on both sides of the street, and crosswalk curb 
extensions to reduce the pedestrian crossing distances at eight intersections. 

The project also upgraded traffic signal equipment, including electrical conduits, controllers, 
cabinets, and fiber optic communication. ln addition, video detection equipment was upgraded for 
improved bicycle detection and functionality. Roadway improvements included resurfacing of the 
pavement on Cordova Street, Hill Avenue to Arroyo Parkway, installation of 58 ADA-compliant curb 

ramps, and repairs of damaged concrete sidewalk, curb and gutter within the project limits. 

The attached memorandum from Tony Olmos, Director of Public Works, and Joaquin T. Siques, 
Acting Director of Transportation provides additional details of the project and includes a map of the 
area, along with photos of the before and after construction from Cordova Street at Oakland A venue. 

2. Pasadena Public Library Celebrates 140 Years of Service:

Tim McDonald, Director of Libraries, and Information Services is pleased to celebrate the
Pasadena Public Library system turning 140 in 2024. To celebrate 140 years of service, the library is 
planning a year-long celebration highlighting the past, present, and future through the contributions 

of trailblazers, innovators, and future thinkers. 
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The new Washington Park Community House and Restroom facility includes a 1,627-square-foot community house building with a multi-purpose room, gender-neutral restroom, accessible office for recreation staff, and a separate 564-square-foot park restroom building with a maintenance storage room. The facility also includes a 1,000-square-foot outdoor educational space, patio with seating, new landscaped grounds, a renovated parking lot and Wi-Fi system. 
Please see the attached memorandum from Tony Olmos, Director of Public Works and Koko Panossian, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services which gives details on the project and provides photos of the Community House and restroom. 
5. Pasadena in the News:

Below are this week's top five clips of Pasadena in the News as submitted by Lisa Derderian,Public Information Officer. 
1. Rose Parade 2024 Draws Largest Crowd Since Pandemic, Officials Estimate - Pasadena StarNews 
2. Pasadena Public Library Kicks Off 140TH-Year Anniversary Celebrations with Party, TimeCapsule - Pasadena Now
3. World's First Fully AI -Powered Restaurant Opens in Pasadena-LA Magazine
4. Pasadena Rose Parade and Rose Bowl Game -ABCl0, NY
5. Pasadena Washington Park Community House Will Open January -Colorado Boulevard

6. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices:

Attached is a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week'ssubmission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the attached information and can be accessed from the City's home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you require additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please contact Mr. Jomsky at (626) 744-4709. 
Re'Wmitted, 
NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ Assistant City Manager 

https://www.pasadenastarnews.com/2024/01/02/rose-parade-2024-draws-largest-crowd-since-pandemic-officials-estimate/?utm_email=146E15D2F4D9A58614E14573E4&lctg=146E15D2F4D9A58614E14573E4&active=no&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pasadenastarnews.com%2f2024%2f01%2f02%2frose-parade-2024-draws-largest-crowd-since-pandemic-officials-estimate%2f&utm_campaign=scng-psn-localist&utm_content=curated
https://www.pasadenanow.com/weekendr/pasadena-public-library-kicks-off-140th-year-anniversary-celebrations-with-party-time-capsule
https://lamag.com/news/worlds-first-ai-powered-burger-restaurant-pasadena
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/public/121cfb8c-cc50-4444-87d1-4832ea6b105a
https://www.coloradoboulevard.net/pasadena-washington-park-community-house-will-open-january-13/


DEPARTMENTS OF PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Miguel Márquez, City Manager 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Tony Olmos, P.E., Director of Public Works  
Joaquin T. Siques, T.E., Acting Director of Transportation 

January 2, 2024

SUBJECT: Cordova Complete Streets Project – Construction Completion 

Construction of the City’s Cordova Street Complete Streets capital improvement project has been 
completed.  This project installed 1.5-mile-long Class II buffered bike lanes on Cordova Street 
from Hill Avenue to Arroyo Parkway as well as street enhancements across all modes of travel.  
The new “complete streets” configuration consists of a travel lane and Class II bike lanes in each 
direction, a bi-directional left turn lane, parking on both sides of the street, and crosswalk curb 
extensions to reduce the pedestrian crossing distances at eight intersections.  

The project also upgraded traffic signal equipment, including electrical conduits, controllers, 
cabinets, and fiber optic communication.  In addition, video detection equipment was upgraded for 
improved bicycle detection and functionality. Roadway improvements included resurfacing of the 
pavement on Cordova Street, Hill Avenue to Arroyo Parkway, installation of 58 ADA-compliant 
curb ramps, and repairs of damaged concrete sidewalk, curb and gutter within the project limits.   

This project originated with the City’s Department of Transportation (DOT) and was part of the 
Pasadena Bicycle Transportation Action Plan developed in 2015.  Upon DOT’s completion of the 
conceptual design, the City’s Department of Public Works managed the project through the final 
design and construction phases.  Community outreach and input were integral components of the 
design process during which stakeholders had multiple opportunities to comment and therefore 
shape the final product.  Project design was completed in 2021, Pasadena City Council awarded 
the construction contract to California Professional Engineering, Inc. in August 2022, and 
construction began in March 2023.  The successful completion of this project connects the City’s 
major institutions, businesses, employment centers, and shopping areas via an enhanced 
roadway network available to all users.   
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Limits of New Class II Bike Lane on Cordova Street 

 

 
Before Construction – Cordova Street at Oakland Avenue  

 

 
After Construction – Cordova Street at Oakland Avenue  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

LIBRARIES & INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
DATE:     January 3, 2024 
 
TO:     Miguel Márquez, City Manager 
 
FROM:    Tim McDonald, Director, Libraries and Information Services  
 
RE:         Pasadena Public Library Celebrates 140 Years of Service  
 
 
Pasadena Public Library system is turning 140 in 2024. To celebrate 140 years of service, the 
library is planning a year-long celebration highlighting the past, present and future through the 
contributions of trailblazers, innovators, and future thinkers. “We are excited to celebrate this 
milestone with our community and continue the tradition of offering impactful service to all,” said 
Pasadena Public Library Director Tim McDonald. 
 
Since first opening its doors in 1884, The Pasadena Public Library has served the community 
with free and open places to commune, connect, learn, read and belong. Pasadena Public 
Library has spent 140 years shaping the past, sculpting the present, and building toward a 
brighter future. 
 
The Central Library stands as the cornerstone of the Pasadena Public Library, offering vital 
support to its nine branch libraries. In May 2021, our Central Library temporarily closed following 
a structural assessment that uncovered its susceptibility to seismic activity due to unreinforced 
masonry. Today, as we commemorate the rich history of our libraries spanning 140 years, 
discover more about the future of the Central Library, the necessary earthquake retrofit, and the 
significant contributions it is poised to make in the 21st century by visiting 
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/central-library-earthquake-retrofit/. 
 
With hundreds of on-site programs, free Wi-Fi services and an extensive collection of printed 
books, periodicals, media and cloud-based eBooks, the Pasadena Public Library serves as a 
lifelong learning center and cultural beacon for the greater Pasadena community.  
 
Kick off the celebration by picking up a 2024 calendar from any branch location and participate 
in a time capsule program on Saturday, Jan. 6, at 11 a.m., at Jefferson Branch Library, 1500 E. 
Villa St. Community members of all ages are invited to help draft the story of the library’s future 
with mementoes from the present. Join in on fun craft activities and light refreshments. Bring 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/central-library-earthquake-retrofit/


photos, letters, artwork, or trinkets to include in the time capsule or add the items you make day 
of. The time capsule will remain open all month to collect more memories before being sealed 
for ten years. 

Throughout the anniversary year, Pasadena Public Library will host a different feature program 
at each branch location, January – October, release limited edition merchandise, launch a 14 
book reading challenge to celebrate 14 decades of library service, collect and feature 
community stories of what the library means to you, and broadcast videos of interviews with 
library staff. These monthly vignettes will offer a glimpse into how the people of Pasadena have 
shaped the library from the beginning and continue to guide its growth into the future.  
 
Follow our celebration on social media @pasadenalibrary and the hashtag #PPL140. For more 
information, visit www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net  
 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/
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