
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
of the City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

March 21, 2024 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. Updates on Jefferson Branch Library:

When Pasadena's Central Library closed unexpectedly in 2021, pending seismic retrofit, the 

City looked to other locations to provide services. In partnership with the Pasadena Unified School 

District ("PUSD"), Pasadena Public Library opened a temporary branch library at Jefferson School 

campus in 2022, focused on children's and teen services. Tim McDonald, Director of Libraries and 

Information Services, and the entire Pasadena Public Library staff are grateful to PUSD for this 

opportunity to provide services at Jefferson to benefit our children, teens, residents, and library 

patrons. 

Open five days a week - Monday to Thursday and 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. - Jefferson Branch 
Library houses the Library's Youth Services division, the 
Office of the Young Child, Collaborate PASadena, and 
The Friends of the Library bookstore. 

Serving as the library system's hub for youth 
services across our 10 locations, Jefferson Branch Library 
includes a Children's and Teen Library. The Children's 
Library has a preschool play space and special collections 
to support early learning like Lovevery kits that can be 
checked out. The Teen Library features a large STEAM 
kit collection, video games, puzzles, board games, a mental 
health information center. as well as the largest Young 
Adult (''YA") book collection in the library system. 
Through access to a collection of approximately 14,200 
books, media, and STEAM kits, the library facilitates each 
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visitor's growth and supports their recreational and educational needs. 

In the first two quarters of FY 2023/2024, Jefferson Branch Library had 6,690 visitors and 
held 172 programs attended by 3,742 community members. 

Due to the unique size and space of the 
Jefferson Branch Library, it has taken the role of 
offering programs for families and children with 
disabilities, having the ideal space needed to 
offer sensory programs, as well as opportunities 

to connect and learn about Pasadena resources 
through a parent social hour. As the only city 
library to offer dedicated teen space, Jefferson 
Branch Library provides a place where teens can 
engage in engineering activities through hands on 
interactions with 3D printers, vinyl cutters, and 
robotics. 

Additionally, Jefferson Branch Library serves as the sole library location offering a free 
summer daily meal program, Lunch at the Library, to support youth in our community experiencing 
food insecurity. The library served fresh, nutritious meals, providing food and resources to 591 
community members, and connecting people who otherwise might not have known about the library 
and its services. 

Jefferson Branch Library is one of the City's Early Childhood Hub sites, providing resources 
to families of children ages 0-5 to promote their health, safety, and learning. Among those resources 
are the Office of the Young Child. The Office of the Young Child, which coordinates and 

implements the City's early childhood policy and services, seeks to 
create an environment where young children are healthy, safe and 
find early success in school and life through active community 
participation. 

In partnership with the Office of the Young Child the library 
looks forward to celebrating the 53rd anniversary of the Week of the 
Young Child to highlight the importance of quality early childhood 
education in promoting the intellectual, emotional, and physical 
development of children. Join us in celebrating the Week of the 
Young Child with a kickoff event at Jefferson Library on Saturday, 
April 6 at 10:00 a.m., with sensory art, planting in our new 
children's garden, and learning about community resources and 

kindergarten readiness. It is a great opportunity to explore and engage in this incredible space. 

In addition to offering compelling programs and dedicated youth services, Jefferson Branch 
Library also hosts The Friends of the Library bookstore. Celebrating their grand re-opening on 
January 9, 2024, The Friends of the Library bookstore supplies a vital avenue of support to the 
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library's programs and are appreciative of the opportunity to engage with the community at Jefferson 
Branch Library. 

For more information on library programs and services, visit www.cityofpasadena.net/library. 

The City is committed to our continued partnership with PUSD to support student success 
through comprehensive library services at the Jefferson Elementary School Campus. 

2. Pasadena Public Library Celebrates the 22nd Anniversary of One City, One Story:

Tim McDonald, Director of Libraries and Information Services, announced that the Pasadena
Public Library is celebrating the 22nd year of One City, One Story community reading event. The 
public is invited to a conversation with Marianne Wiggins, author of this year's selection Properties 
of Thirst, Saturday, March 23, 2:00 p.m. at Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 585 E. Colorado Blvd. 
Wiggins will discuss her experiences writing this novel. A question-and-answer session will 
immediately follow. A Slide Rule Trombone Welcome Concert will be held from 1: 15 to 1:45 p.m. 
prior to the conversation with the author. The event is free and open to the public. 

Pasadena Public Library's annual One City, One 
Story program is designed to broaden and deepen an 
appreciation of reading in Pasadena by engaging the 
community in dialog around a single literary work. Each 
year the community is invited to engage in lively discussions 
and open dialogue on the significant issues raised by the 
selected book. 

In Properties of Thirst the themes of water, thirst, 
justice, love, sorrow, and history are explored in a bold and 
sweeping novel that is both universal and intimate. It is the 
story of a changing American landscape and an examination 
of one of the darkest periods in this country's past, told 
through the stories of the individual loves and losses that 
weave together to form the fabric of our shared history. It is 
an unflinching distillation of our nation's essence-and a 
celebration of the bonds of love and family that persist 
against all odds. 

Marianne Wiggins is the author of eight novels, 
including John Dollar and Evidence of Things Unseen, 
which was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the National Book Award. Ms. Wiggins has 
won a Whiting Award, a National Endowment for the Arts fellowship, and the Heidinger Kafka Prize 
and was shortlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction. 

One City, One Story is sponsored by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library and 
Pasadena Literary Alliance -Pasadena Festival of Women Authors. For more information on this 
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year's One City, One Story activities, visit http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory or 
call (626) 744-7076. 

3. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices:

Attached is a memorandum from Sandra Robles, Senior Assistant City Clerk, which provides
this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In 
addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisements has been updated with the 
attached information and can be accessed from the City's home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. 

If you require additional detailed information on these legal advertising and public notices, please 
contact Mrs. Robles at (626) 744-7398. 

I Attachments 

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ 

Assistant City Manager 












