'@SEQUOYAH
L 4S5CHOOL

July 8, 2025
Dear Reconnecting Communities 710 Advisory Group:

Sequoyah School appreciates and strongly supports your facilitation of an exploratory
process, and ultimately a design plan, that is rooted in equity, sustainability, and
community wellbeing. As a K-12 progressive school, we bring a unique perspective
grounded in our long-standing commitment to youth, social justice, and environmental
stewardship.

The site bordering the north side of our K-8 campus (the “Water, Landscapes +
Learning District” as described by Perkins Eastman) presents a rare opportunity to create
a vibrant hub that reconnects communities through active recreation. Accessible,
community-serving athletic facilities—such as sports fields, a gymnasium, or a
natatorium—would foster belonging amongst a diversity of people, especially children
and their families that might live in new housing throughout the corridor.

Dynamic, multi-use facilities would serve as a catalytic force that transforms the
southern end of the stub into a neighborhood anchor that promotes wellbeing, fosters
intergenerational cohesion, and inspires community pride. Such a use would create a
thoughtful transition between the various school and medical campuses to the south and
the "Urban Village District” to the north. Sports programs support the health and
wellbeing of people of all identities from across the city while also creating a memorable
place for locals and visitors alike.

Active recreation facilities could be financed or managed through a variety of
means, including city funds or a public-private partnership with an institution such as
Sequoyah School. Additionally, through a shared use agreement, we’d be eager to explore
ways to support maintenance of the space or lend our expertise in justice-minded
community engagement to assist with educational programming. We are in favor of
proposals that are sensitive to the site's unique features, conserve energy and water, and
boost public health outcomes.

To touch on other possibilities the Land Use & Mobility Standing Committee has
discussed, Sequoyah is firmly pro-housing and supports the creation of affordable and

workforce housing, particularly for educators, service workers, and families—many of
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whom are part of our school community. Alongside careful setbacks where housing
borders schools, thoughtful density contributes to the resiliency of our ecosystem by
preserving open space. We encourage the inclusion of walkable retail to encourage the
economic vitality of the city. Furthermore, we support safe, accessible, and sustainable
transportation infrastructure that our students, families, and staff will rely on as freeway
ramps are removed. We encourage bike and pedestrian improvements and multi-modal
mobility hubs that serve Pasadena and the greater region.

Above all, this process must be shaped by intentional collaboration, and Sequoyah
is ready to engage with planners, neighbors, and community leaders to help shape a vision
that repairs past harms, reflects shared priorities, and builds a healthier, more connected
Pasadena for all. We look forward to the continued refinement of the proposed districts

and to the opportunity for ongoing dialogue as the plan evolves.

With warm appreciation for your dedication to our city and community,

WLW

Rebecca Hong, Head of School
rhong@sequoyahschool.org

RJ Sakai, Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice & Community Engagement
rjsakai@sequoyahschool.org



710 ROW Advisory Group Committee - Land Use Committee - Meeting of 7-10-25

Once again, | am out of town, sorry to miss the meeting. Attached is an overall plan,
that | believe works best and a Construction Infrastructure Time Line, that shows how all
the existing traffic can remain in the ditch during initial construction, until the adjacent city
streets are modified to handle the traffic.

After reviewing all the documents prepared by your consultant, this attached
concept was not listed as a possibility to choose from. The most important element to
resolve is the layout of streets and the flow of traffic. This allows all the existing east west
streets to continue across the ditch and creates city blocks in which to then assign uses,
whether housing, commercial or public.

This plan maintains Pasadena Ave. as a one-way sireet north with a direct access to
an existing north bound on ramp to the 210N at Walnut St. Adding a new 210S off ramp at
Walnut aligns with the proposed one-way southbound street, So. St. John 5t. Same
alignment as the existing 7108 lanes. St. John Ave. is widened and changed to a two-way
street north of Union, to support multiple routes for the Mobility Hub bus lines. South of
Union St., South St. John Ave. is one way south, reducing traffic adjacent Maranatha School
and the Ambassador Auditorium, All 7 E-W streets are one way and provide access for all
the below grade parking and service access. They have wider sidewalks to support outdoor
restaurants and other walking activities. Each city block has opportunities for multiple
buildings with walking pathways. No roundabouts are needed, which saves money and
space. One way streets take less space, make for safer and easier turns and work best with
the existing street layouts.

The Mohility Hub is moved north adjacent Walnut St. and has a four-lane bus
loading street to the south. There are support facilities at grade, but most of the top level is
a city park, which supports the low-income housing to the south and as a user- friendly
gathering area and three streets for drop-off and pick-up. A ribbon park connects the city
blocks all the way to Del Mar Blvd. for increased walking access to the MH. The MH car
parking has two access ramps on Holly St. and can be entered and exited directly from the
210 N & E freeways.

If you would like to have a full-depth discussion about the concept, | am happy to
meet with you,

Regards, Bruce A Bailey, AlA
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710 ROW Concept Plan

California to Walnut

Zones A-1 to D-1

1-24-25






