
 
 
July 8, 2025 
 
Dear Reconnecting Communities 710 Advisory Group: 
 
Sequoyah School appreciates and strongly supports your facilitation of an exploratory 
process, and ultimately a design plan, that is rooted in equity, sustainability, and 
community wellbeing. As a K–12 progressive school, we bring a unique perspective 
grounded in our long-standing commitment to youth, social justice, and environmental 
stewardship. 

The site bordering the north side of our K–8 campus (the “Water, Landscapes + 
Learning District” as described by Perkins Eastman) presents a rare opportunity to create 
a vibrant hub that reconnects communities through active recreation. Accessible, 
community-serving athletic facilities—such as sports fields, a gymnasium, or a 
natatorium—would foster belonging amongst a diversity of people, especially children 
and their families that might live in new housing throughout the corridor.  

Dynamic, multi-use facilities would serve as a catalytic force that transforms the 
southern end of the stub into a neighborhood anchor that promotes wellbeing, fosters 
intergenerational cohesion, and inspires community pride. Such a use would create a 
thoughtful transition between the various school and medical campuses to the south and 
the "Urban Village District" to the north. Sports programs support the health and 
wellbeing of people of all identities from across the city while also creating a memorable 
place for locals and visitors alike.  

Active recreation facilities could be financed or managed through a variety of 
means, including city funds or a public-private partnership with an institution such as 
Sequoyah School. Additionally, through a shared use agreement, we’d be eager to explore 
ways to support maintenance of the space or lend our expertise in justice-minded 
community engagement to assist with educational programming. We are in favor of 
proposals that are sensitive to the site's unique features, conserve energy and water, and 
boost public health outcomes. 

To touch on other possibilities the Land Use & Mobility Standing Committee has 
discussed, Sequoyah is firmly pro-housing and supports the creation of affordable and 
workforce housing, particularly for educators, service workers, and families—many of 
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whom are part of our school community. Alongside careful setbacks where housing 
borders schools, thoughtful density contributes to the resiliency of our ecosystem by 
preserving open space. We encourage the inclusion of walkable retail to encourage the 
economic vitality of the city. Furthermore, we support safe, accessible, and sustainable 
transportation infrastructure that our students, families, and staff will rely on as freeway 
ramps are removed. We encourage bike and pedestrian improvements and multi-modal 
mobility hubs that serve Pasadena and the greater region.  

Above all, this process must be shaped by intentional collaboration, and Sequoyah 
is ready to engage with planners, neighbors, and community leaders to help shape a vision 
that repairs past harms, reflects shared priorities, and builds a healthier, more connected 
Pasadena for all. We look forward to the continued refinement of the proposed districts 
and to the opportunity for ongoing dialogue as the plan evolves. 

 
With warm appreciation for your dedication to our city and community, 
 

 
Rebecca Hong, Head of School 
rhong@sequoyahschool.org 
 
 

​
RJ Sakai, Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice & Community Engagement 
rjsakai@sequoyahschool.org 







 




