
their civil and human rights. 

Fifty years later, we are met 
with different challenges - the 
need for Economic Rights and 
the need for a societal shift in 
the perception of African 
American people.  

 Over seventy years ago    
President Franklin Roosevelt 
called for an Economic Bill of 
Rights for all Americans re-
gardless of station, race or 
creed. These rights should be 
adhered to today:    

 the right to earn enough to 
provide adequate food and 
clothing and recreation;  

 the right of every family to 
a decent home;  

 the right to adequate    
medical care and the      
opportunity to achieve 
and enjoy good health; 

 the right to adequate    
protection from the eco-
nomic fears of old age, 
sickness, accident and un-
employment;  

 the right to a good educa-
tion. 

In addition, over the next 15 
years it is imperative that the 
African-American “brand” 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5   V o l .  2 ,  N o .  2 .   

N O R T H W E S T  C O M M I S S I O N  N E W S L E T T E R  

N o r t h w e s t — T h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  P a s a d e n a  

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT 
NORTHWEST STORY?   

Newsletter submissions (photos 
and editorial) may be sent to the 
newsletter editor, Sheryl Turner, 
Email:   
SherylTurner@charter.net or to 
the NWC office:   
northwest@cityofpasadena.net.  
Back Issues of the newsletter are 
available online at http://
cityofpasadena.net/Northwest/
wsletters/  

Greetings and welcome to 
our February newsletter.  

We celebrate Black History 

Month- “Our Heritage:  

The Bridge to the Future” -
from the Fugitive Slave Act 
of 1850 to the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. America has 
come a long way in protect-
ing    African Americans’ 
God-given, inalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.  

Yet, there is much more 
work to be done. In         
celebrating Black History 
Month, we honor our great 
African American legends 
in lending their leadership, 
talents, tenacity and       
perseverance in the face of 
extreme repudiation of 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r  

C r a i g  L .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D i s t r i c t  3  

gets a face lift. We must begin to   
reverse society’s stereotypes, 
strongly believed by other     
cultures, that we are lazy,       
angry, undisciplined and        
violent. In the accounting       
industry, a “brand” is defined 
as an intangible asset and yet is   
often the most valuable asset on 
a corporation's balance sheet.  

We must change society’s     
perception of our brand.  We 
must take ownership and       
responsibility for our valued 
African-American brand and 
treat it with love, respect and 
care. Black History month is as 
much about the future as it is 
the past.  ”   

- Craig L. Washington, Chair 

FEBRUARY IS  

BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH!  

Our Heritage:  The Bridge to the Future: NWC 

Chair Craig Washington  (rt) with Gerald K. 

Freeny, 2019 President, Tournament of Roses.  
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C:/Users/Sheryl/Documents/back issues.pub
C:/Users/Sheryl/Documents/back issues.pub


Page 2     February  2015 S h e r y l  T u r n e r ,  N W  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D i s t r i c t  2 ;   N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  

The Black race has endured much.  

 

We have made it through the days of “Jim 
Crow.” We have made it through the days of 
segregation. We can now vote, live any place 
we can afford, drive any car that meets our   
fancy, eat at the most expensive restaurants in 
town, go to the most prestigious colleges in the 
world. Yes we have come a long way baby! 

 

All of those accomplishments are wonderful, 
but those accomplishments were made by   
people who really felt a need for change and 
they didn't stop until there was actual change, 
even when it meant imprisonment, or the loss 
of their lives.  Just because we have been given 
the legal rights to live, eat, drive, and work 
where we want, it  does not mean the struggle 
is over.  

 

Jim Crow is still alive and well in the United 
States in 2015.   Yet too many of us do not     
recognize him. Today, he throws rocks and 
hides his hand. He has changed his looks. He 
has gotten bolder. He is no longer being played 
on stage by actors in minstrel shows, with their 
faces painted depicting black clumsy slaves.  

 

Today they have taken the paint off their faces, 
and they want you to know who they are. They 
hold high political positions. They have jobs 
that hold the most power to oppress people.  

 

There is good news and bad news. The bad 
news is we as a race have put certain people in 
positions who shouldn't be there. We have put 

 

LET’S SING A NEW SONG 
By Pastor W. Harrison Trotter, Ph.D. 

Senior Pastor, Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church - Pasadena 

them there because 
we did not exercise 
our right to vote. 
There are still mil-
lions of Black Americans who are too lazy to 
vote.  

We have let the laws of Jim Crow stay alive 
and prosper by dropping out of school at an 
alarming rate. We have committed the sense-
less gang violence of Black-on-Black murders 
in this country. 

 

The good news is written in Psalms 33:3 -  
”Sing unto Him a new song.”  

 

We can eliminate Jim Crow by singing  a new 
song;  by putting down our guns and picking 
up our ballots and voting. We can sing a new 
song by graduating from college. A high 
school diploma will only get you out of high 
school; a college degree will get you a higher-
paying job. We can sing a new song by attend-
ing our faith-based institutions, putting down 
hate and picking up love. Love conquers hate 
every time.   

 

While we celebrate this month of Black History 
in Pasadena, the struggle isn't over and it 
won't be over until the return of the Lord. So 
we must continue on in righteousness until 
that great day.  

 

Let's sing a new song Black America!  

 
Pastor W. Harrison Trotter, Ph.D. 

Senior Pastor 

Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church  
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C e l e b r a t e 
Black History 
Month 2015 in 
Pasadena by 
attending the 
parade and 
other special 
events, lec-

tures and activities beginning Friday, Jan. 
30, through Sunday, March 15, 2015.  Pasa-
dena’s Black  History Month Parade is one 
of the largest in the U.S.  Pasadena Media, 
www.pasadenamedia.tv, will   record the 
parade in its entirety for broadcast on 
KPAS, the City’s government TV station.  A 
comprehensive list of the events fol-
lows.  All events are free unless otherwise 
noted. 
 
Friday, Jan. 30:  “Opening Reception”  Join 
the Black History Parade and Festival Plan-
ning Committee at its Opening Reception 
from 3-5 p.m. at the Jackie Robinson Com-
munity Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave., in 
celebration of the 33rd Annual Black Histo-
ry Month Parade and    Festival.  This 
year’s theme is “Our Heritage: The Bridge 
to the Future.”  Call (626) 744-7300 for more 
information. 
 
Saturday, Jan. 31:  “Red, Black and Green 
Honors Dinner”  Black History Parade and 
Festival Planning  Committee honors pa-
rade grand marshals and presents commu-
nity service awards, 7-9 p.m., Hilton Hotel, 
168 S. Los Robles Ave.  Call the Jackie Rob-
inson Center,     (626) 744-7300, to purchase 
tickets, $60 per person. 

Sunday, Feb. 1:  “Historical View of African 
American Families”  Explore the lives of Afri-
can American families through African Ameri-
can literature and the civil rights movement in a 
special exhibit, Hastings Branch Library, 3325 E. 
Orange Grove Blvd., Feb. 1-28.  Open during 
regular hours. Call (626) 744-7262 for info. 
 
“Exploring Human Culture Through Art” 
works by Luis Ituarte on exhibit Feb. 1-28, at 
the Hastings Branch Library, 3325 E. Orange 
Grove Blvd.  
 
Tuesday, Feb. 3:  “Genealogy Search”  Discover 
your heritage with the Pasadena African Amer-
ican Genealogy Group 3:30-5:30 p.m. at the La 
Pintoresca Branch Library, 1355 N. Raymond 
Ave. (626) 744-7268 for info. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 7:  “Praise Dance Work-
shop”  Learn liturgical dance techniques and 
how to incorporate praise dance props into 
your routine from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Alkebu-
Ian Cultural Center, 1435 E. Raymond Ave.  
 
“Photo Glimpses of Black History in Pasade-
na”  Enjoy a lecture and slideshow on the long 
and rich history of Af-
rican-Americans in 
Pasadena starting at 
10:30 a.m. at La Pinto-
resca Branch Library, 
1355 N. Raymond 
Ave. Presented by 
Adrian Panton, attor-
ney and Pasadena 
Museum of History 
docent. 

PASADENA BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

CONTINUES THROUGHOUT MARCH 15 

http://www.pasadenamedia.tv/
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“Genealogy Search”  Uncover your past with 
the Pasadena African-American Genealogy 
Group from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the Lamanda 
Park Branch Library, 140 S. Altadena Dr.             
(626)744-7266 for details. 
 
“ Y o u t h  O p e n  M i c  a n d  F i l m                             
Festival” Experience an evening of                 
enlightenment through poetry, spoken word, 
song, rap and film from 5-9 p.m. at the Alkebu
-Ian Cultural Center,  1435 E. Raymond Ave. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 8: “Black Film Showcase”  Watch 
“Dear White People,” a satirical film about 
race relations, 2 p.m. at the Jackie Robinson 
Community Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.       
Sponsored by the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Pasadena Alumnae Chapter. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 14: “Valentine’s Day Dance” 
Celebrate love and acceptance 8 p.m. at the 
Alkebu-Ian Cultural Center, 1435 E. Raymond 
Ave. Call (626) 744-7300 to purchase tickets, 
$10 per person.  
 
“Exploring the Perception Gap” Engage in an 
interactive dialogue on how people of different 
backgrounds interpret current events            

beginning at 3 p.m. at La Pintoresca Branch 
Library, 1355 N. Raymond Ave. Facilitated by 
the Los Angeles Coming to the Table      
Chapter.  
 
Wednesday, Feb. 18: “Blues Tunes for 
Kids”  Local bluesman Brother Yusef intro-
duces children to the living blues through 
singing and movement, 1 p.m. at the La Pin-
toresca Branch Library, 1355 N. Raymond 
Ave. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 19:  “Author Talk”  Gerda 
Govine Ituarte will discuss and read from her 
two poetry art books, “Oh, Where is My Can-
dle Hat?” and “Alternations/Thread Light 
Through Eye of Storm” starting at 7 p.m. at 
the Hastings Branch Library,      3325 E. Or-
ange Grove Blvd. Q and A, book sales and 
signing will follow. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 21: “33rd Annual Black Histo-
ry Parade and Festival”  Begins at 10 a.m. at 
Charles White Park in Altadena, heads south 
on Fair Oaks Avenue and ends at Robinson 
Park, 1081 N. Fair Oaks Ave. After the pa-
rade, enjoy the Black History Festival on 
Hammond Street and the north side of Robin-
son Park from 12-4:30 p.m.  Food for pur-
chase, fun activities for kids, displays, music 
and other free fun.  
 
Tuesday, Feb. 24:  “Jazzy Ash and the Leapin’ 
Lizards”  Dance and sing along to family 
friendly music from New Orleans! The fun 
begins at 3:30 p.m. at Santa Catalina Branch 
Library, 999 E. Washington Blvd. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 26: “NOBLE Black History 
Breakfast” with the Pasadena Police and Fire 
departments and San Gabriel Valley Chapter, 
National Organization of Black Law Enforce-
ment Executives (NOBLE), 8-10 a.m. at the 
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Pasadena Senior Center, 85 E. Holly St. Call 
(626) 744-4547 or (626) 744-7054 for info. 
 
“Black Mexica”  Learn about the African pres-
ence in Mexico, 1519 to 1810. Presented by Dr. 
Gloria Arjona at 7 p.m. at the Central Library, 
Donald Wright Auditorium, 285 E. Walnut St. 
 
Friday, Feb. 27:  “Chocolate Story Time” Enjoy 
an afternoon of storytelling and village building 
for ages 3 and older, featuring stories authored 
by and/or about African-Americans followed 
by a chocolate treat! Led by Dr. Ayesha Randall, 
the event starts at 4 p.m. at La Pintoresca Branch 
Library ,  1355 N.  Raymond Ave. 
 
“Senior Night Out”  Enjoy good food, conversa-
tion and upbeat fun at the Pasadena Senior Cen-
ter, 85 E. Holly St., from 6-9 p.m. during this 
year’s special Senior Night Out event. 
 
Sunday, March 1:  “Praise Dance and Song Jubi-
lee”  Enjoy music, dance and fellowship at Met-
ropolitan Baptist Church, 2283 N. Fair Oaks 
Ave.,  3 p.m., Sunday, March 1. 
 
Sunday, March 15:  “Women’s Tea Time”  Cele-
brate women’s contributions to black history 
over tea, music and light refreshments starting 
at 3 p.m. at the Jackie Robinson Community 
Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.  

CITYWIDE PRIMARY 
ELECTIONS MARCH 10, 2015 

 
Elected offices for the City of Pasadena and 
the Pasadena Unified School District Board of 
Education are set for March 10, 2015.  Voters 
can find their City Council District and Board 
of Education District information at the city 
website at: www.cityofpasadena.net/
cityclerk/election2015/. Information about 
voter registration and absentee ballots is also 
available.   
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I have a speech that I give about community     
service that starts out with a quote from the Bible, 
Isaiah Chapter 6. The message is about what    
Isaiah did when God was looking for a messen-
ger. Isaiah felt unworthy, unqualified and that 
God should really call on someone else to help.   
 
Some of us in our community may have felt that 
way when it comes to the call for local service or 
volunteerism.  We conduct business in our com-
munity, we have employees, we own buildings, 
vote, pay our taxes, etc., but when it comes to 
serving in our own communities we might feel 
like Isaiah.  
 
Pasadena is looking for citizens willing to answer 
the call to service. Consider the excuses we some-
times use for not serving:    
 

 Isaiah’s excuse, I don't feel I'm qualified 

 I'm too busy 

 I'll wait for someone else to do it,  

 The request was meant for someone else 
 
I did some nonprofit consulting work with an  

education foundation that exclusively served the 
African-American community. Frequently I was the 
only Caucasian in the room.  I was the minority at 
the board meetings, at most of the business net-
working events, and at the scholarship breakfast of 
the Grambling State University Alumnae Associa-
tion, one of the historically black colleges of     
America.      
 
It has never bothered me to be in the minority.  In 
my career, sometimes I’m the only woman in the 
room.  Sometimes I’m the only American in a room 
full of foreigners.  I’ve been the only Christian in a 
Jewish non-profit board meeting.  Sometimes I’m 
the only Mom or the only one who’s read the meet-
ing materials. How can I serve or have something to 
contribute to situations which are completely out-
side my area of expertise, nationality, interest, etc.? 
 
Over the years, I have learned if you are the only 
restaurant owner in the room it just means you are 
the unique representative of your industry. If you 
are the only lawyer, it means you bring a fresh per-
spective to the deliberations.  When you are the  
oldest person in the room you bring wisdom and 
experience to deliberations. Perhaps you think you 
can’t help the school next door because you have no 
children but there are many children who have  
never known a grandparent.  There are boys who 
have no male role models, girls who don’t know 
how to read.  Are you a grandparent, a good person 
or can you read?  Then you have value in your  
community.  
 
During this month that celebrates Black History  
and days of service, look around and decide how 
you can serve and make Pasadena a better          
community. Remember, service knows no limits or 
boundaries and your community will be much im-
proved and eternally grateful.   

-Sheryl Turner 

CALL TO SERVICE - Pasadena Needs Your Volunteerism  -  

by Sheryl Turner, Commissioner , District 2 

Sheryl Turner, NW Commissioner, District 2 with Pasadena 

YouthBuild students in construction class.  
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I am grateful for the four years I’ve served on the Northwest Commission and 

been able to represent the residents of District 4.  The NWC is a powerful place 

to learn about our community, to hear the concerns of residents, and to help 

inform the City Council about our needs, goals and desires.   

We just had a National Day of volunteerism in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day but effective volunteerism is required everyday in order to main-

tain the advances African Americans have made since the end of slavery.  Our 

NWC meetings are held every second Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm at the 

Jackie Robinson Center.  Please take the time to attend these very informative and dynamic meet-

ings where we discuss issues that matter to the residents of the Northwest.  Consider volunteer-

ing to help with one of our NW events, especially helping with the dozens of opportunities dur-

ing Black History Month that are listed in this newsletter.  You can reach out to our Northwest 

Commission office at City Hall, to Lola Osborne, NW Manager, via email at                            

northwest@cityofpasadena.net or at (626) 744-4791. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIRED ALL YEAR 

By Allen Shay, Vice-Chair, Commissioner District 4 



 

Craig L. Washington, Chair, District 3 

Fernando Serrano, District 1 

Steve Darden, District 1 

Sheryl Turner, District 2 

Hilda Delgado, District 3 

Allen Shay, Vice Chair, District 4 

Cindy Schnuelle, District 5 

Jose Noel Toro, District 5 

Justin Chapman, District 6 

Yuan Chen, District 7 

Michelle Richardson-Bailey, Mayoral Appointee 

 

CITY OF PASADENA STAFF  

Lola Osborne, Northwest Manager  

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to            

delivering exemplary municipal services,       

responsive to our entire community and        

consistent with our history, culture and unique 

character.   

 

Northwest Commission meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Jackie Robinson Center Auditorium,        

1020 North Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, 91103.   

 

Bilingual translation will be provided upon   

request within 24 hours of the meeting:  call 

(626) 744-4371 (TDD) at least 24 hours in  

advance.   

 

A petición se proporcionará traducción bilingüe   

dentro de 24 horas después de la reunión: llame al 

(626) 744-4371 (TDD) al 24 horas por adelantado. 

N O R T H W E S T  C O M M I S S I O N  

Northwest Commission Mission Statement:  

Advocate to the City Council on Behalf of the  

Needs of the Northwest Community 

www.cityofpasadena.net 

Neighborhood Connections  fosters 
communication between residents 
and city government and works to 
create partnerships between the city 
and its neighborhoods. It  

 supports neighborhood associa-
tions 

 Trains neighborhood leaders 
through the Pasadena Neighborhood 
Leadership Institute (PNLI) 

 Helps residents get rid of nui-
sance properties  

 Provides weekly updates about 
events and resources via email 

 Has a community resource library 
where residents can host meetings, 
create newsletters, and print flyers for 
their neighborhoods 

 Houses the City of Pasadena  
Human Relations Commission 

 Provides support to the School/
City/Community Work plan 

 Serves as the liaison to the  
Pasadena Vision 20/20 Coalition 
For more information on Neighbor-
hood Connections please contact Wil-
liam Syms at (626) 744-7295 or 
wsyms@cityofpasadena.net  

STAY CONNECTED  

pasadena
mailto:wsyms@cityofpasadena.net

