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Message from the Chair
Craig L. Washington, District 3

Greetings and Welcome to our April
newsletter.
Every
year
with
April
brings springtime, a
time for rebirth and
rejuvenation.
However, this Spring
brings us A New Season in Pasadena
which is about to
begin that has not occurred in Pasadena
for over 15 years. On
April 21st a run-off
DO YOU HAVE A GREAT
NORTHWEST STORY?
Newsletter submissions (photos
and editorial) may be sent to the
newsletter editor, Sheryl Turner,
Email:
SherylTurner@charter.net or to
the
NWC
office:
northwest@cityofpasadena.net.
Back Issues of the newsletter are
available online at http://
cityofpasadena.net/Northwest/
newsletters/

election will determine Pasadena’s first
new mayor since 1999,
when Mayor Bill Bogaard was chosen as
the city’s first elected
mayor. All are encouraged to go to the
polls to elect a new
Mayor of Pasadena.
As our city leadership NW Commission Chairperson Craig Washington
at the groundbreaking ceremony for Heritage
turns the page, we as a Square on Fair Oaks Avenue. Photo courtesy of
community are con- NW Commission Chairperson Craig Washington.
fronted with a number alize on what priorities
of concerns and criti- we should have as a
cal issues.
City that would better
We must use this sea- serve our Community
son to spring forward as a whole.
into a new era of citiCraig L. Washington,
zen and community
Chair
participation.
Each
Pasadena
citizens
must reflect and visu-
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NORTHWEST CELEBRATES
GROUNDBREAKING OF NEW SENIOR
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Submitted by NW Commissioners
Michelle Richardson-Bailey and Justin Chapman
The much anticipated groundbreaking celebration of
the Heritage Square Senior Apartments took place on
Friday, March 13. The City of Pasadena and BRIDGE
Housing Corporation hosted the ceremony launching
the project, located at 762 North Fair Oaks Avenue.
Mayor Bill Bogaard, City Councilmember John
Kennedy, housing director Bill Huang, Wells Fargo
senior vice president Jeff Bennett, Kimberly McKay and
Anna Slaby of BRIDGE Housing were in attendance
and spoke about the significance of the project, which
will offer 70 one-bedroom units of affordable senior
housing. The development concept is to create highquality and welcoming senior housing that contextually
blends into the existing neighborhood and addresses
the needs of seniors and the community.
“We are thrilled to be breaking ground in Pasadena,”
Cynthia A. Parker, President & CEO of BRIDGE
Housing, said in a statement. “This is an exciting example of community development that will have a ripple
effect far beyond the seniors who will live at Heritage
Square.”
The Heritage Square Senior Apartments project, the first
to be developed by BRIDGE Housing in Pasadena, is
preparing to move into the Construction Phase and has
scheduled three upcoming informational meetings for
subcontractors and vendors where the project,
including available opportunities, will be discussed in
detail. The developer’s goal is to hire 20% of the construction workforce from Pasadena, procure 20% of
construction supplies from Pasadena companies, and
award 20% of subcontracts to Pasadena companies.

The pedestrian-friendly development will offer
landscaped spaces for casual and organized
social gatherings, plus the potential future integration of residential and retail into one
cohesive development.

When completed in spring 2016, the property will serve
seniors age 55+ who can live independently and whose
income is up to 30-50% of Area Median Income ($17,450
-$29,050 for a one-person household), according to the
developer’s website. Monthly rents are expected to be
approximately 30% of a household’s income.

The planning of this project has taken about 15
years and began to take on momentum within
the past year after HUD funding had been
acquired. Ishmael Trone of the now defunct
Fair Oaks PAC, Michelle Richardson-Bailey of
the Northwest Commission, and city staff
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(continued from page two)

served on the RFP Screening Committee to select
the developer.
After the PAC was dissolved, the Northwest
Commission worked extensively with the
development team and the community on
outreach and community participation.
The Northwest Commission created a subcommittee to review the design of the project to
ensure that community input was included. The
committee consisted of Richardson-Bailey, Tarek
Shawky, and Noel Toro, who worked with the
Design Commission on final design review and
exterior material recommendations to provide a
compatible and well-designed project for the
community.
Financing for the $22.8 million Heritage Square
is being provided by Wells Fargo, the City of
Pasadena, California Community Reinvestment
Corporation, and the California Tax Credit
Allocation Committee. KTGY Group is the architect of record, Steinberg Architects is the design
architect and Dreyfuss Construction is the
general contractor.
Prospective residents may call (626) 388-1505 or
visit www.bridgehousing.com for more information.

Top: Commissioners Michelle Richardson-Bailey,
Craig Washington (Chair), Allen Shay, and Jose
Noel Toro break ground on the new Heritage
Square project. Center: Mayor Bill Bogaard,
Michuan Fleming, and Commissioner Allen Shay
enjoy the shade in the hospitality tent.
Photos courtesy of Commissioner Allen Shay.

Page two: Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard and
Councilmember John Kennedy were among the
dignitaries on hand for the official groundbreaking ceremony for the Heritage Square
Project.
Photo courtesy of NW Commission
Chairperson Craig Washington.
Right: Part of the groundbreaking ceremonies
included the temporary relocation of Decker
House on the property. Constructed in 1892,
the Queen Anne style house was designated a
city landmark in 1988. The house will be
rehabilitated to Secretary of the Interior standards. Photo courtesy of Lola Osborne, NW Commission
Manager.
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NORTHWEST WELCOMES TWO NEW COMMISSIONERS
Justin Chapman, District 6 and Steve Darden, District 1

Justin Chapman

is an author, journalist, travel writer, actor,

musician and politician.
He works as Project Fellow for USC Annenberg Center on Communication Leadership and Policy. Justin was the youngest elected
member of the Altadena Town Council at age 19. He graduated
from UC Berkeley in 2009 and has written for over 20 publications.
An avid soccer player, Justin also enjoys snowboarding and golfing. He serves as secretary on three boards of directors and his first
book about his travels through Africa, Saturnalia: Traveling from
Cape Town to Kampala in Search of an African Utopia, was published
in January 2015 by Rare Bird Books.
As a professional child actor he performed in dozens of commercials, television shows and movies. He lives with his fiancée Mercedes in Pasadena, CA, with their dog Fiona, cats Mason and Dixon, and California desert tortoise
Stockton.

Steve Darden

- I was born and raised in Pasadena. I am proud to call this
city my home. I have had the fortune to travel all over the United States and in my
opinion there is no other city that compares. I’ve watched and experienced Pasadena evolve from what my mother referred to as the city with “The Little Old Lady
from Pasadena” in to a progressive, multicultural, city with a rich heritage and tremendous diversity.
I’m married with three wonderful children all who have been educated, like me,
here in Pasadena. I have worked in the financial industry for more than 20 years
and currently I work as a Production Manager for Oberthur Technologies. However, my true passion is working with youth. I’ve been an assistant varsity high
school basketball coach for over 10 years. I’ve also served for more than 12 years as
youth director of TIP, Teens in Progress, a faith based youth group at Second Baptist church of Monrovia, Ca.
Currently I sit on the Board of Directors for Bourne, Inc., a placement group home for youth. Additionally, I
have been a volunteer “White Suiter” for more than 10 year with the Tournament of Roses. I’ve also been
involved in mentoring high school aged youth, so as you can see, service and volunteerism clearly is in my
blood.
I earned a Bachelors of Science degree in human services from the University of Phoenix. My hope and desire is that I can be a positive influence on the lives of youth of this great city and assist them in experiencing, preserving, and growing all that the city of Pasadena has to offer.
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HARAMBEE GARDENS
Celebrates a tribute to American Music Icon
Lead Belly
Performer S.S. Jones and additional entertainers Ahmad Ballard, Chantrese Janae, Poets
Conney Williams, Phat Cat, Aldonia
Bailey, and others delighted guests at the
March 21 tribute to Lead Belly at Harambee
Gardens.
Operated by Northwest Pasadena Community
Gardeners (NWPCG), the group is composed
of neighbors who work out of a community
garden located at 138 W. Howard
St., Pasadena, CA. 91103. The City of Pasadena owns the property and leases it to Harambee Ministries.

The group builds community by promoting
their vision for:
 An edible garden that improves the health
and well-being of our neighborhood
 An Exploratorium where children can
appreciate nature through art and science
activities
 A laboratory for more sustainable, resilient
neighborhood
Their work focuses on the 12 block service
area of Fair Oaks (East), Washington (South),
Lincoln (West) and Montana (North) in Northwest Pasadena.
NWPCG's goal is to permanently secure the
property and hold it in trust for the neighborhood. You can contact the group through
their mailing address at NWPCG, PO Box
40114 Pasadena, CA 91103; or via email at
northwestpascommunitygardeners@gmail.com.
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ART NIGHT OUT DRAWS LARGE CROWDS
Multiple Venues Citywide Featured Various Art Forms Including
Painting, Sculpting, Music and Dance
Photos courtesy of Commissioner Jose Noel Toro

Offramp Gallery owner Jane Chafin featured
various artists in her gallery on Lincoln Avenue.
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Side Street Projects
offered lots of music
and there was also entertainment at the Jackie
Robinson Center. An
extensive Black History
Archive was exhibited
at the JRC featuring the
rich African-American
heritage of the Northwest area of Pasadena.

Armory Center
for the Arts on
R a y m o n d
Aven ue
was
busy all night
with
crowds
showing a deep
interest in the
various
art
projects featured.
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CHANDLER SCHOOL STUDENTS VISIT
JACKIE ROBINSON CENTER BLACK HISTORY EXHIBITION

Photos courtesy of Commissioner Sheryl Turner.

Dozens of students from Chandler School toured the extensive Black History Exhibit recently on
display at the Jackie Robinson Center.
“We’re always glad to have the students come and see the center and understand the rich heritage
of the Northwest community,” said Jarvis Emerson, supervisor of the JRC.
The Chandler School is dedicated to providing each student with the highest quality and most academically challenging education in a nurturing, balanced and diverse environment. Chandler
students gain a love of learning, a means of thinking independently and an ability to work collaboratively. The school emphasizes an education that seeks to develop good character, self-reliance
and a commitment to community in students as a foundation for academic and personal success.
Information about Chandler School is available at www.chandlerschool.org or by calling the head
of the school, John Finch, at 626.795.9314, or via email at info@chandlerschool.org.
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SR-710 PUBLIC MEETINGS
APRIL 13 AND APRIL 14, 2015
The public can attend one or both public meetings in Pasadena April 13 and April 14, 2015
regarding the Caltrans and Metro State Route
710 (SR-710) North Study, but official comments for inclusion in the SR-710 North Study
Draft Environment Impact Report (DEIR) will
only be accepted at Metro’s April 14 meeting.
The two separate meetings include the Pasadena City Council’s meeting Monday, April 13,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., with a discussion on the
Pasadena Working Group’s recommendations
for a preferred alternative. The Working
Group’s
report
is
online
at
www.cityofpasadena.net/sr710. The report is
at the Pasadena Central Library, 285 E. Walnut
Street.
Metro will hold a special hearing from 6-9 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 14 to receive official comments
on the DEIR. The DEIR is at http://
www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/resources/envdocs/
docs/710study/draft_eir-eis. A printed copy is
also available at the Pasadena Central Library. More information can be found at
www.metro.net/projects/sr-710-conversations.
Both meetings will be held at the Pasadena
Convention Center, 300 E. Green St. and recorded
by
Pasadena
Media,
www.pasadenamedia.tv, to air on KPAS. The
meetings will be streamed on the Pasadena Media website and the City’s website at
www.cityofpasadena.net/Media.
Paid parking for the Council’s April 13 meeting
will be available at the Paseo Colorado parking
structure, 400 E. Green St. Parking vouchers
will be provided at the Convention Center. Official comments on the DEIR may be provided at Metro’s meeting April 14 or sent no

later than Monday, July 6, 2015 to:
 By Mail: Garrett Damrath, Division of Environmental Planning, Caltrans District 7, 100 S.
Main St., MS-16A, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Caltrans Website Online: www.dot.ca.gov/
dist07/resources/envdocs/docs/710study/
draft_eir-eis/comments.php. Copies of the
DEIR’s Executive Summary will be at Hastings
Branch Library, 3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.;
Hill Avenue Branch Library, 55 S. Hill Ave.;
Lamanda Park Branch Library, 140 S. Altadena
Dr.; La Pintoresca Branch Library, 1355 N. Raymond Ave.; Linda Vista Branch Library, 1281
Bryant St.; Villa-Parke Community Center Library, 363 E. Villa St. and Pasadena City College, 1570 E. Colorado Blvd. the Citizen Service
Center, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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GRAND RE-OPENING RIO MEAT MARKET
AND RESTAURANT MARCH 21, 2015
Mayor Bill Bogaard and
Pasadena Health Officer
Dr. Ying-Ying Goh were
among the keynote
speakers along with
store owner Esthela Borja, who shared her inspiring story and vision
for providing healthier
food options in Northwest Pasadena during
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the grand reopening of Rio Meat Market and Restaurant.
“Our Health Department staff immediately
saw in Esthela the characteristics of a Champion for
Change. Esthela had a vision to provide quality services and products reflecting the community’s needs,
and to build trusting relationships with her customers,” said Mayor Bill Bogaard.
“We want to empower families to choose healthier
foods that can contribute to better health,” Dr. Goh
said. “Rio Meat Market & Restaurant is a great example of a local store creating dialogue with the community.
The store owner, Esthela Borja, warmly welcomed all
and thanked everyone for their support during the
transformation. She vowed to keep healthy options in
Northwest Pasadena. Esthela was also presented with
a proclamation supporting healthy change in the community by Craig Washington, Chair of Pasadena’s
Northwest Commission.

March 2015
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(L-R) NW Commissioner Sheryl Turner,
Mayor Bill Bogaard,
Vice-Mayor
Jacque
Robinson, NW Commission Chairperson
Craig
Washington
join in the healthy retail makeover and
grand re-opening of
Rio Meat Market and
R e s t a ur a nt ,
2 02 9
North Fair Oaks Ave.
in the Northwest.

(Above) Members of the City’s Dept. of
Public Health pose with owner Esthela
Borja of Rio Meat Market and Restaurant.
(Below) Comm. Turner and Washington.

www.cityofpasadena.net

NORTHWEST COMMISSION

Craig L. Washington, Chair, District 3
Fernando Serrano, District 1
Steve Darden, District 1
Sheryl Turner, District 2
Hilda Delgado, District 3
Allen Shay, Vice Chair, District 4
Cindy Schnuelle, District 5
Jose Noel Toro, District 5
Justin Chapman, District 6
Yuan Chen, District 7
Michelle Richardson-Bailey, Mayoral Appointee

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering
exemplary municipal services, responsive to our
entire community and consistent with our history, culture and unique character.
Northwest Commission meetings are held each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Jackie Robinson Center
Auditorium, 1020 North Fair Oaks Avenue,
Pasadena, 91103.
Bilingual translation will be provided upon
request within 24 hours of the meeting: call
(626) 744-4371 (TDD) at least 24 hours in
advance.
A petición se proporcionará traducción bilingüe
dentro de 24 horas después de la reunión: llame al
(626) 744-4371 (TDD) al 24 horas por adelantado.

CITY OF PASADENA STAFF
Lola Osborne, Northwest Manager

Northwest Commission Mission Statement:
Advocate to the City Council on Behalf of the
Needs of the Northwest Community

STAY CONNECTED
Neighborhood Connections fosters
communication between residents
and city government and works to
create partnerships between the city
and its neighborhoods. It



supports neighborhood associations
 Trains neighborhood leaders
through the Pasadena Neighborhood
Leadership Institute (PNLI)



Helps residents get rid of nuisance properties
 Provides weekly updates about
events and resources via email



Has a community resource library
where residents can host meetings,
create newsletters, and print flyers for
their neighborhoods



Houses the City of Pasadena
Human Relations Commission
 Provides support to the School/
City/Community Work plan



Serves as the liaison to the
Pasadena Vision 20/20 Coalition
For more information on Neighborhood Connections please contact William Syms at (626) 744-7295 or
wsyms@cityofpasadena.net

