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Greetings and welcome
to our May newsletter!
The month of May honors two national pillars
that we as a community
must pay homage and
give great respect to:
Mother’s Day and
Memorial Day. We
owe an unquestioned
debt of gratitude to all
of our fallen service
men and women who
paid the ultimate price
to protect our life, liberty, and freedom that we
enjoy today.
On Memorial Day, the
flag of the United
States is raised briskly
to the top of the staff
and then solemnly lowered to the half-staff
position, where it remains only until noon.
The half-staff position
remembers the more
than one million men
and women who gave
their lives in service to
their country. At noon,
their memory is raised
by the living, who resolve not to let their
sacrifice be in vain, but
to rise up in their stead
and continue the fight

for liberty and justice
for all.
Many people in our
community will be visiting cemeteries and
memorials, to honor
those who have died in
military service. Many
volunteers will place an
American flag on each
grave in national cemeteries. We must not
lose sight of the freedom and future opportunities that these men
and women fought for.
As we remember all of
our war heroes, we
must take a moment to
reflect on the courage
and bravery that these
men and women displayed in protecting our
American way of life.
Mother's Day is a modern celebration honoring one's own mother,
as well as motherhood,
maternal bonds, and
the influence of mothers in society. Mothers
are the leaders of our
homes and share unconditional love and
commitment to the
family unit. Mothers

Sgt. Pleasant S. Washington,
a World War II veteran,
Merchant Marine.

sacrifice their wellbeing in the name of
love to provide emotional nourishment to the
family unit. We as a
“community
village”
must honor and respect
Motherhood in our community. Mothers must
be uplifted and cherished as a vital source
of energy for the positive growth and development of our community. Thus, May gives
us the opportunity to
say “Thank You” to
two well deserving pillars of society and their
service must never go
unnoticed or forgotten.
To all the moms,
Happy Mother’s Day.
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FAIR OAKS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT LAUNCH

By Michelle Bailey
Northwest Commissioner
The kick-off event for the Fair
Oaks Community Empowerment
Project took place on Saturday,
April 11, at the home of Maria Teresa Kowal. About 20 neighbors
and friends of the organizers were
in attendance, including five pastors, Henry Sideropoulis, John
Stewart, John Bledsoe, Henry
Johnson, Sterling Brown, Sr., and
two members of the Northwest
Commission: Hilda Delgado and
Michelle Richardson Bailey.
The Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance (IMA), has partnered
with the project team consisting of
author and community activist Jill
Shook, local architect and hostess
Maria Teresa Kowai, and community activist Josh Lopez, in support
of their efforts to “transform a long
neglected part of Pasadena” on
North Fair Oaks Avenue from

Howard Street to Woodbury Road.
It was impressive to hear that these
three team members are currently
spending 100% of their time volunteering on this project.
The strategy is to organize a
“Resource Fair” reaching out to
neighbors and businesses in the
immediate vicinity as well as the

The efforts are to transform a long
neglected part of Pasadena...

entire Northwest community to
become participants in the transformation effort by serving on various committees and providing
ideas and resources in an effort to
have a successful event that is organized for and by the community.
They are estimating that the restoration project will take about seven
months. The goal is to raise
$37,600, the estimated cost of the

project. To reach this goal, they
need 20 people to give $270 per
month, 40 people to give $123 per
month, or 80 people to give $67
per month. They are also planning
to seek financial assistance from
the City of Pasadena. Fundraising
efforts are already underway. Over
$1,200 has been raised with over
$1,000 in pledges from individuals
and churches. Donations can be
made
at
www.donations.missionsdoor.org/
shook-jill-cc. Select “North Fair
Oaks Community Empowerment”
from the “Designation” dropdown
menu. Or make a check payable to
“Mission Door” and on the memo
line please write #74616O (not
zero) or write, The Fair Oaks
Community Empowerment Project. Donations are tax deductible.
For more information or to get involved contact Jill Shook at:
Jill@makinghousinghappen.com.
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POLICE CHIEF CALLS FOR COMMUNITY’S HELP IN
COMBATING VIOLENCE
By Justin Chapman, Northwest Commissioner, District 6
Pasadena Police Chief Philip
Sanchez wants the department to continue to “harness
the public’s awareness and
encourage their involvement,
along with the theme of ‘See
something, say something,’”
he said. “What I need is my
community members to call
in—they can do it anonymously—to notify the police department that there’s either gang
activity or suspicious activity.
I really need community
members to be involved in
this effort so we can continue
to reduce violence.”
Sanchez said the spate of
gang related shootings that
occurred from December to
March has recently fallen off,
though some shooters still remain at large. In response to
the shootings, Sanchez created the Violence Reduction
Task Force, which involves
proactive patrols and in-home
visits with parents who live in
gang-impacted areas with
children who are at risk.
“We talk with them about the
downside and consequences of
a gang lifestyle,” said
Sanchez. “We do that to mitigate the recruiting efforts by
local gangs. The other thing
we do is conduct a lot of foot
beats in the parks so we can

be sure that people are enjoying the park.”
In the last 12 weeks the Task
Force has conducted about
648 traffic stops, seized 18
firearms, and made over 100
arrests, including some of the
shooters
from the
recent
shootings. “The number of guns
“ A n d in our community is
alarming,” Chief
we’ve not
Philip Sanchez
received
c o m plaints
about the methodology, so
that indicates we’re stopping
the right people,” said
Sanchez. “We’re not stopping
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Citizen who
are just out in the park. We’re
actually stopping gang members or gang associates who
are responsible for these
shootings. The shootings for

the most part have fallen off
the radar, which indicates
that we’re stopping the right
people and we’re having an
effective impact on the affected areas.”
In his March 22 email update,
Sanchez wrote, “The number
of guns in our community is
alarming.”
The Task Force efforts are independent of routine police
services provided throughout
the community, are focused
specifically on Districts 1, 3,
and 5. The Task Force will
remain in place for the foreseeable future.
Sanchez will be speaking at
the next Northwest Commission meeting on May 12 about
the retention of officers, their
compensation, and other issues facing the police department.

MORE POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS - On June 21, 2015,
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the PPD will host its annual Classic
Car Show in conjunction with the Pasadena Chalk Festival.
Vehicles will line Green Street at the Paseo Colorado between
Marengo Avenue and Euclid Avenue. There will be prizes,
food, raffles, live entertainment. More information is available
by contacting the Department, 207 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101 c/o Officer Darin Craddolph at (626) 744-7656,
or (626) 744-7651. Please visit our web page at http://
www.cityofpasadena.net/Police/ for more information.
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ROBINSON PARK CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
by Danny Parker, Chair, Robinson Park Steering Committee

The Robinson Steering Committee met on March 24,
2015. City staff reported that
the City Council has given approval to proceed with the recommended design. It was discussed and acknowledged that
we will try to raise the additional $3.3 million needed to
add 4,000 square feet.
The preliminary design review—which is very broad
and high level, with general
program and general vocabulary—was to occur the next
week. Later, there would be a
concept design review that
would entail more details,

such as elevations and a discussion of the materials to be
used. The final step will be
going before the Design Commission for concept and final
design approval. Sixty days
have been lost in design review, but we should still be
okay with the overall timeline.

ity of using Quimby Funds/
residential impact fees (a
statewide ordinance that
funds parks) and stated that
the Parsons Development will
generate fees as well.

The Steering Committee will
be working to get donations
from the community and has
suggested that naming rights
With regards to additional could be given and honorary
funding for the project, the chairs sought.
City has applied for CDBG The next meeting of the Robfunds and will seek assistance inson Park Steering Commitfrom Supervisor Michael An- tee is July 28, 2015.
tonovich, who helped fund
Parks after Dark. Staff also
plans to look into the possibil-

PASADENA YOUTHBUILD
STUDENTS ARE READY TO WORK
Pasadena YouthBuild student Javier Casillas recently
received his ROP Certificate in construction training
from his construction class teacher Mr. Jonathan Adler
of Rose City. Pasadena YouthBuild provides students
ages 16-24 with a WASC-accredited high school diploma and vocational education opportunities as an alternative to education. Located in the Jackie Robinson
Center, the program helps students with barriers to education and employment by providing alternative education and vocational classes. More information is
available by visiting www.pasadenayouthbuild.org or
by calling 626.437.3509.
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BRIDGING THE GAP FOR NONPROFITS
By Melanie Goodyear, Director, Jericho Road Pasadena

Nonprofits do great work in
our community, often on a
shoe-string budget. Pasadena
has one of the highest concentrations of nonprofits per capita in the US; local nonprofits
provide services ranging from
free medical services to preschool education to art and
cultural experiences. But with
scarce resources, where do
nonprofits find help?
Jericho Road Pasadena (JRP)
matches the professional talents of volunteers with the
needs of nonprofit organizations. We provide a range of
free and targeted services
that help Pasadena’s nonprofits save money and perform
better at both the strategic
and operational levels. JRP
volunteers have built databases, developed and evaluated programs, written policy
and procedure manuals, created marketing plans, and developed budgets and financial
systems for nonprofits in the
greater Pasadena area.
JRP follows a specific process
to help nonprofits identify
their strategic needs, find the
right volunteer to meet those
needs and create a scope of
work so that everyone has
clear expectations. Building

capacity can be hard for nonprofits for many reasons –
they are too busy, understaffed, don’t have the budget.
And while a general volunteer
corps is often the lifeblood of
nonprofits, volunteers often
don’t have specific skills to
tackle the strategic and operational issues that would make
a real difference to the organization’s livelihood.
“JRP is great because
they understand our
organization, where we
are and where we want
to go – and carefully
match
a
talented,
passionate professional
volunteer to help us get
there.”

By matching the professional
talents of volunteers to the
needs of nonprofits, JRP promotes community development, strengthens social services and enriches the lives of
volunteers. Our volunteers
are making real contributions;
our nonprofit partners are accomplishing important projects without a dent in the
budget; and the community is
better served.
If you work with a nonprofit
and have a project you’ve been

longing to complete, visit our
w e b s i t e
a t
www.jrpasadena.org or contact Director Melanie Goodyear at 626-319-6466 or
m
g
o
o
d
year@jerichoroadproject.org.
We’d love to find out how we
can address your needs. Jericho Road Pasadena is an affiliate of an award-winning national organization – Jericho
Road Project – that has successfully met community
needs by applying volunteer
resources since 2003. Jericho
Road Pasadena opened its
doors in 2010 and is a registered 501(C)(3) organization.
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CONGRATULATIONS to City of Pasadena elected officials pictured here
with City Clerk Mark Jomsky at their swearing in ceremony at City Hall this
month. Left to right, Councilmember Steve Madison, District 6, Council
member Tyron Hampton, District 1, Mayor Terry Tornek, Councilmember
Margaret Mc Austin, District 2 , and Councilmember and Vice-Mayor Gene
Masuda, District 4.

Join family, friends and neighbors for the 21st annual Family Fun Day and Resource Fair from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 23, 2015, at La Pintoresca Park, 45 E.
Washington Blvd. The free event features adrenaline-pumping activities that encourage an
active, healthy lifestyle. Attendees can participate in fitness zone challenges and a basketball tournament, skating skills and play at the park’s water splash pad. Also live entertainment, for-purchase food, face painting, arts and crafts, balloon bounces and much more will
be featured at the event produced by the City’s Human Services and Recreation Department. For more information, call the Villa-Parke Community Center at (626) 744-6530.
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Northwest Commission Mission Statement:
Advocate to the City Council on Behalf of the
Needs of the Northwest Community
Craig L. Washington, Chair, District 3
Fernando Serrano, District 1
Steve Darden, District 1
Sheryl Turner, District 2
Hilda Delgado, District 3
Allen Shay, Vice Chair, District 4
Cindy Schnuelle, District 5
Jose Noel Toro, District 5
Justin Chapman, District 6
Yuan Chen, District 7
Michelle Richardson-Bailey, Mayoral Appointee

CITY OF PASADENA STAFF
Lola Osborne, Northwest Manager

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, responsive to our entire community and consistent with our history, culture and
unique character. Northwest Commission meetings are
held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
at the Jackie Robinson Center Auditorium, 1020 North
Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, 91103. Bilingual translation will be provided upon request within 24 hours of
the meeting: call (626) 744-4371 (TDD) at least 24
hours in advance.

A petición se proporcionará traducción bilingüe dentro
de 24 horas después de la reunión: llame al (626) 7444371 (TDD) al 24 horas por adelantado.
STAY CONNECTED

Teen Health Collaborative/Teen
Pregnancy Prevention-CHIP
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, May 27,
2015 from 2:00 pm -3:30 pm. This meeting will feature
guest speaker Officer John Perez, Pasadena Police Department. His presentation is entitled “Human Trafficking is a Local Problem”. You and or a representative are invited to join us and hear about the local impact of this issues.
The meeting will be held at Fair Oaks Renaissance
Plaza-Community Room, 649 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Second Floor, Pasadena, CA 91103
If you have any questions and or to RSVP, please contact Mollie Robinson-Miodovski, CSR II, Pasadena
Public Health Department, 1845 N. Fair Oaks Ave.,
Pasadena, CA 91103, Phone: (626) 744-6178,
Email: mrmiodovski@cityofpasadena.net.

Neighborhood Connections fosters communication between residents and city
government and works to create partnerships between the city and its neighborhoods. It




supports neighborhood associations

Trains neighborhood leaders through
the Pasadena Neighborhood Leadership
Institute (PNLI)



Helps residents get rid of nuisance
properties



Provides weekly updates about events
and resources via email



Has a community resource library
where residents can host meetings, create
newsletters, and print flyers for their
neighborhoods



Houses the City of Pasadena
Human Relations Commission



Provides
support
to
School/City/Community Work plan



the

Serves as the liaison to the
Pasadena Vision 20/20 Coalition
For more information on Neighborhood
Connections please contact William Syms
at
(626)
744 -7295
or
wsyms@cityofpasadena.net

