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Message from the Chair
Craig L. Washington, District 3

Greetings Neighbors.
July is the month the we
celebrate the birth of a
great Nation-the United
States of America and our
reaffirmation in the Declaration of Independence. The
Fourth of July is one of the
most important days of the
year. It is the celebration of
our freedom that began almost 240 years ago when
the Declaration of Independence was written and gave
birth, despite its challenges
and transgressions, to the
greatest nation the world
has ever seen. We all are
truly blessed to live here
and enjoy the freedoms that
our country guarantees all
its citizens.
With that, we would like to
continue to celebrate the
greatness of the NW community. Many of our PUSD
youth are being supported
by our Pasadena businesses

by receiving summer jobs
and learning the importance
of work ethic and responsibility of serving others. The
liberating and independence
one gains in building selfesteem through gainful employment is priceless. In addition, for those youth not
employed, the Pasadena Educational Foundation is supporting “2015 Summer Enrichment Programs” that foster new and innovate learning opportunities for youth
in our community to keep
their minds active and expand their interest.
The continual renaissance of
the NW community is advancing. Robinson Park reconstruction and improvement project is gaining momentum with the submission
of preliminary design plans
being submitted for approval
and the increased funding by
the California Department of
Housing and Community Development. This landmark
project is headed toward
completing the extensive
community supported 2002

Robinson Park Master Plan.
Also, as you drive up Fair
Oaks, north of Orange Grove,
keep your eye out on Heritage
Square-Senior Housing development progress that has been
long awaited to meet the needs
of our valued senior’s citizen
who we all owe a debt of gratitude for pasting on a great nation.

Finally, be on the lookout for
the reincarnation of the Washington Theater aka Cinema 21
Theater. It has been issued a
building permit for 30 residential units, 10 office suites and 4
retail store fronts which will go
a long way in improving the
curb appeal of the Washington
Blvd west of Lake St.
Our rich inheritance of justice,
liberty, prosperity and independence bequeathed by our
Founding Fathers must be
shared by all.
The celebration of 4th of July
is a celebration of Independence and Equality for ALL.
Craig L. Wahsington, Chair
Northwest Commission
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CARMEN SERRANO:
GOOD THINGS COME IN SMALL PACKAGES
By Cindy Schneuelle, Northwest Commissioner, District 3

Whoever coined this phrase
could easily have had Madison Elementary
Principal
Carmen Serrano in mind.

Principal Carmen Serrano or
Ms.
Carmen, as the students, staff and the community surrounding Madison Elementary know her, has been
the principal at Madison Elementary, located at 515
Ashtabula, in North West
Pasadena, for the last five
years. At the end of this
school year Principal Serrano
sadly said good-bye to the students and faculty. PUSD Superintendent, Brian McDonald, has tapped her to be the
Elementary English Learner
Coordinator for the entire district beginning this summer, a
position that had been vacant
for two years.
Ms. Serrano came to Pasadena via Visalia and Atwater
where she served as assistant
principal after teaching in
Oxnard/Pt. Hueneme for
many years.
When she first arrived at
Madison Elementary Ms. Carmen took over a school with
many challenges but with
loads of potential.
It was the time of budget cuts
and increased class sizes, not
an easy combination for a new

principal to tackle. Madison,
like several elementary
schools in Pasadena, has a
high percentage of English
Language Acquisition-ELA
students and over ninety percent of the students that attend Madison qualify for free
or reduced cost lunches.
After assessing where Madison was, Ms. Carmen set a
course for where she wanted
the school to be. Standing on
the shoulders of those that
had come before her, Ms. CarWhen she first arrived at Madison
Elementary Ms. Carmen took over a
school with many challenges but with
loads of potential.

men worked to change not only test scores but also the experience of the students and
faculty at Madison. She has a
clear understanding, and is a
strong believer that the key to
success is education.

She understood from the beginning that the perception in
the community had to change.
Neighbors surrounding the
school needed to know what
was going on at Madison and
how they could be part of supporting their community
school. Ms. Carmen likes to
say that in helping others one

helps themselves.
Having
heard the word “historically”
a lot when applied to the state
of schools in Pasadena, Ms.
Carmen believes that that’s
not the way it has to be today
or in the future.
The most urgent need at Madison was to help students acquire grade level reading
skills. Needed were language
models, practice time, working with the Family Center
down the street to create a
wrap around program that
not only helps the students
but also
their parents. Parents
of
Madison
students,
many who
do
not
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speak English well, needed to
learn how they could help
their children to succeed.
Upon arriving at Madison Elementary Ms. Carmen set
about building and expanding
community relationships. Of
great help has been the partnership with Council member
Victor Gordo and his field representative, Vannia de la Cuba, both Madison alumni.
They helped to organize field
trips, acquire school supplies
and organize mentor visits.
Mayor Bogaard, Mayor
Tornek, who visited while a
council member, City Manager-Michael Beck and Senator
Lu have all visited Madison.
Today Madison continues to
enjoy one of the best relationships between the city and a
school. When you don’t have
children there and come out to
support a school anyway, the
children learn that they are
part of a larger community
and want to contribute back
to that community.
Madison also partnered with
the Pasadena Rotary, the Pasadena Health Departments
Read Across America program, the police department
and the Pasadena Junior
Leagues Kids In the Kitchen
program that promotes
healthy eating habits. Madison also partners with CATZ,
which holds a year-end fundraiser for needed PE pro-
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grams.
One of the most important
things to happen during Ms.
Serrano’s tenure was the
placement of a Science Teacher at Madison, only one of five
elementary schools in the entire PUSD school district to
have such a position. This allows Madison to connect with
JPL and Cal Tech to encourage students to explore the
world of science.
For
the
first time Even if they don’t send
in several their children to public
school, Madison is a
y e a r s community school in the
middle of a
Madison
neighborhood.
had a vol- Everything that happens
at Madison affects the
unteer
community and
part-time neighborhood as a whole.
Librarian
during the last school year,
and Ms. Carmen is happy that
there will be a full-time Librarian in place at Madison
next year.
The Reading Partners program was established at Madison Elementary, a volunteer
literacy-tutoring program that
delivers individualized one-on
-one tutoring to students who
are six months or more behind
grade level reading.
When asked what she would
most like the community to
know about Madison she
quickly says: “BE A PART OF
IT”! “Even if they don’t send
their children to public school,
Madison is a community
school in the middle of a
neighborhood. Everything

that happens at Madison affects the community and
neighborhood as a whole. Getting involved in your local
public school is a great way to
strengthen your community.
Language allows for a greater
global perspective. Pasadena
is growing in numbers as far
as English learners and not
just Spanish/English. We
have a higher number of students that need the experience of language. That can
also apply to students that
are English speakers – there
is an academic language and
vocabulary that needs to be
taught to help students reach
their goals. Schools are a reflection of what a community
is”.

All Pasadena schools urgently
need volunteers from their
community to help in the
classroom or within programs
like Reading Partners. The
strength of a school is its volunteers, they are the movers
and shakers for change and
advancement.
Though she will sorely miss
the students at Madison Elementary, Principal Serrano is
looking forward to the difference she can make to all
PUSD elementary schools in
her new position. She is looking forward to visiting all of
the elementary schools, working with the principals and
building more community relationships throughout Pasadena.
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ASSEMBLY MAJORITY LEADER
HOLDEN 2015 BILL LIST
AB 15 – Human Rights
Expands time limit for filing human rights
claims from two to ten years in cases of torture, war crimes, genocide and human trafficking. Under current California law, victims
have a two-year period to bring claims of assault and battery or wrongful death. This limitation period is too short as gathering evidence
prior to bringing a human rights case is especially challenging and time-consuming. This
measure would bring state law into line with
federal law.
AB 252 – STEM Curriculum
Provides Advanced Placement Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) courses
for underserved communities throughout California. Based on the preliminary data collected by College Board, approximately 90 schools
would be eligible to participate in the grant
program. The intent of this bill is to increase
participation of low income and/or minority
students who currently are not offered such
courses.
AB 265 – Buy Here, Pay Here Auto Loans
Gives used-car buyers additional protection by
requiring buy-here/pay-here dealerships to
provide a 10-day written notice before using a
starter-interruption device which essentially
disables the vehicle. These are often dealerships of last resort for buyers with poor credit
and little money. The bill gives car buyers a
chance to catch up on the loan.

AB 288 – Concurrent Enrollment
This bill expands access to concurrent enrollment opportunities for high school students.
It authorizes California Community College
districts to enter into formal partnerships
with local school districts to allow high school
students to take college courses at community
colleges or at high school campuses.
AB 525 – Franchise Bill
Protects the investment and well-being of
franchisees by prohibiting the unfair tactics
used by franchisors to take a franchisees’
business away from them. The bill ensures
franchisees can operate their business, transfer the franchise to a qualified heir, and renew their contracts as long as they have operated in compliance with the franchise agreement and state and local laws; clarifies the
conditions and processes required to terminate a franchise agreement, under what conditions a franchisor can immediately terminate that agreement. Speaker Atkins is joint
author.
AB 1162 -- Tobacco Prevention Treatments Confirms that smoking cessation
treatments are covered benefits under MediCal and provides counseling for approved
medications for up to 90 days.
AB 1293 PERS
Prohibits state departments from laying-off
civil service employees; creates emergency
staffing situations that have to be filled by an
alternative or temporary workforce; prohibits
departments from using pre-existing contracts to fill positions been created by layoffs.
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SUMMER TWILIGHT HIKE
AROUND HAHAMONGNA
WATERSHED PARK IN THE
ARROYO SECO
Saturday July 18th
5:00PM - 7:00PM
The Rose Bowl Riders announces a summer twilight hike around the
beautiful Hahamongna
Watershed Park in the
Arroyo Seco.
This is a free Walk/Ride Event open to RBR
members and the public.
Please no drop-offs for ages 16 and under.
Come take a walk with friends and enjoy
the nature that is in our own backyard! We
will be hiking the loop around the Hahamongna Watershed Basin. This is a leisurely hike where we sometimes stop to observe the flora and fauna.
California Native Landscape Architects Anna Armstrong and Richard Walker will
lead the hike.
Contact Event Chair Shannon Griffin with
any questions at timteach@pacbell.net.

FAMILY FUN
DAY 2015
(L-R) Allen Shay, NWC
District 4, Ray Shay, Rose
Ambassador volunteer,
Cindy Schneulle, NWC
District 5, and Jessica
Handy, Pasadena Health
Dept. distributed materials
to the community at Family Fun Day.

K A I S E R PERMANENTE AND
PUSD-CIS SUMMER
YOUTH
E MP LOYMENT
PARTNERSHIP
Pasadena
YouthBuild
program
participant
Adaly Ramirez was accepted into the 2015 Kaiser-Permanente summer
youth employment work experience program
for students who want to pursue a career in
the nursing/health care industry. Adaly applied through the PUSD-Continuing Independent Studies program with Betty Curtin,
RN, and the Pasadena YouthBuild Career
Pathways program directed by Rosa Lopez.
The internship is a paid position. Students
work 20 hours a week in the hospital and also
receive classroom hours for various job skills.
They had to compete for the coveted slots at
Kaiser.
“I love every minute of this experience,” said
Adaly. “It is such a wonderful opportunity to
learn my chosen profession.”
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DO YOU HAVE A GREAT
NORTHWEST STORY?
Newsletter submissions (photos and
editorial) may be sent to the newsletter
editor, Sheryl Turner,
Email:
SherylTurner@charter.net or to the NWC
office: northwest@cityofpasadena.net.
Back Issues of the newsletter are
available
online
at
http://cityofpasadena.net/Northwest/ne
wsletters/

Northwest Commission Mission Statement:
Advocate to the City Council on Behalf of the
Needs of the Northwest Community
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, responsive to our entire community and consistent with our history, culture and
unique character. Northwest Commission meetings are
held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
at the Jackie Robinson Center Auditorium, 1020 North
Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, 91103. Bilingual translation will be provided upon request within 24 hours of
the meeting: call (626) 744-4371 (TDD) at least 24
hours in advance.

A petición se proporcionará traducción bilingüe dentro
de 24 horas después de la reunión: llame al (626) 7444371 (TDD) al 24 horas por adelantado.

NEXT HAHAMONGNA WATERSHED
PARK MEETING JULY 28
The next regular meeting of the Hahamongna Watershed Park Advisory Committee is scheduled for 6:00
p.m. Tuesday, July 28th, 2015, at Hahamongna Watershed Park, 4550 Oak Grove Drive, Pasadena
(entrance is at intersection of Oak Grove Drive &
Foothill Blvd., Across from La Canada High School)
This will be a park tour.
The HWPC will meet at a central location in the
park, and from there carpool to additional spots within the park. The tour will be finished by 8pm. This
will be a publicly noticed meeting. For more information please contact Rosa Laveaga, Arroyo Seco
Project Supervisor/HWPAC Liaison, Dept. Public
Works - Engineering Div. office: 626.744.3883
fax: 626.744.3932.

STAY CONNECTED
Neighborhood Connections fosters communication between residents and city
government and works to create partnerships between the city and its neighborhoods. It




supports neighborhood associations

Trains neighborhood leaders through
the Pasadena Neighborhood Leadership
Institute (PNLI)



Helps residents get rid of nuisance
properties



Provides weekly updates about events
and resources via email



Has a community resource library
where residents can host meetings, create
newsletters, and print flyers for their
neighborhoods



Houses the City of Pasadena
Human Relations Commission



Provides
support
to
School/City/Community Work plan



the

Serves as the liaison to the
Pasadena Vision 20/20 Coalition
For more information on Neighborhood
Connections please contact William Syms
at
(626)
744 -7295
or
wsyms@cityofpasadena.net

