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Pasadena Housing and Career
Services Department
This month the featured story is all about Pasadena’s Housing and Career
Services Department and the programs and services offered to the
residents of the Northwest. After meeting with Bill Huang (photo below)
the Director of the department and reviewing mission statement and
strategic plan, it was an eye opener. The first joy for the Northwest was the
completion of the new 69 unit Senior Housing on Fair Oaks called
Heritage Square (photo below).
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(Heritage Square)
Very impressive, with complete amenities for today’s active Senior that’s
looking for a great environment to call home. It has everything, from an
exercise room with a tranquil view of the mountains to two giant
community rooms for various gatherings and an incredible library
overlooking the main entrance.
Affordable house was the next topic of conversation. Because of the high
cost of living in the city of Pasadena, affordable housing is almost a crisis
for Low and Moderate Income residents, the primary focus in the
Northwest community. There are a number of specific projects to ensure
low to moderate income residents have an opportunity to affordably rent
or buy a home in Pasadena, Then, there is the tenantbased rental
assistance program where it helps those that are renting to find quality
living housing. To help you find a place to rent, you should visit
PasadenaHousingSearch.com, it’s free to look and search for properties in
the City of Pasadena and across the County of Los Angeles.
Another very encouraging area of concentration for the Department are its
programs designed to end or prevent homelessness. The Department
has already achieved its goal to reduce street homelessness to 500 or
less. Among the many homeless programs, Pasadena funds Friends in
Deed’s Homeless Prevention Program to prevent homeless by covering
onetime limited costs like back rent. To move homeless persons into
permanent housing, Pasadena funds Door of Hope’s Rapid Rehousing
Program focuses on quickly housing newly homeless household.
Project Housed/Fuse program, a housing first program, Pasadena
provides homeless outreach and rent subsidies for groups like Housing
Works and Union Station to target the most chronically homeless persons
and get them into housing with supportive services. Permeant Supportive
Housing, address the homeless to build and operate permanent supportive
housing developments for formerly homeless individuals and families.
Other services available through the Department are the Foothill
Workforce Development Board which focus on jobs and the economy by
increasing local employment, preparing local workforce with 21st
century job skills, creating workforce sector strategies with business and
industry in occupations with high demand and matching skilled workers
with the needs of local businesses.
Last, but not least, a service that offers great free or low cost services to
homeowners of the Northwest through a program called Under One Roof.
This program offers low or no interest rate loans, low or no cost for various
services offered to make home repairs which include installation of
wheelchair ramps or handrails and low or no cost for solar system.
With all the programs, it was reassuring that resources are available for the
residents of the Northwest
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Student Spot Light
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Breannah is a 15 year old sophomore at John Muir
high school. She has maintained a grade point
average of a 3.8 while also involved in
extracurricular activities such as: Photo club,
Bright Futures Scholars Development Program,
National Honors Society, John Muir High School's
varsity softball team, and an organization made up
of students by the name of "youth for Peace
organization". One aspiration she has in life is to
always give back to her community by helping
others and she does that by volunteering at shelters
for the less fortunate or for families who have a
loved one in need of care. Breannah has been on
the honor roll and gotten principal awards for
maintaining the grades she has. She's taken college
courses for credit and plans continuing to do that.
She would like to attend college (a UC specifically)
and getting her doctorates in "business
administration and management". She believes
education is a great aspect for success and plans on
achieving and doing her best in school and out.
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Rose Bowl Bricks!

IT’S TIME TO MAKE THIS MEMORY LAST FOREVER –
PURCHASE YOUR COMMEMORATIVE BRICK IN THE ROSE
PLAZA AT THE HISTORIC ROSE BOWL STADIUM!
The Brick Campaign is a joint effort between the Pasadena Tournament of
Roses Association and Legacy Connections, a nonprofit fundraising
organization committed to preserving the history of the Rose Bowl stadium
and ensuring its viability for years to come.
The Brick Campaign will allow fans of the Rose Bowl Game, the Rose Bowl
Stadium and college football to become part of history “one brick at a
time.” Supporters can purchase personalized pavers and bricks that will be
incorporated into the iconic plaza in front of Gate A, leading to the main
entrance of the stadium.
This unique opportunity will allow fans to celebrate the 100th edition of
the postseason classic and participants will be able to leave their
permanent mark that will not only celebrate the milestone event but also
contribute to ensuring the stadium's future.
The brick mosaic will be installed immediately in front of Gate A, the main
entrance to the Rose Bowl Stadium, and serve to blend in the entire front
of the stadium and iconic marquee as shown below.

Read more about Rose Bowl Bricks here

Pasadena Street Design Guide
You are invited to join the City of Pasadena for a
community workshop on Street Design Guide.
During the workshop, the Draft Street Design
Guide will be presented to the audience, where the
presenters will engage the community for feedback
on the document. The staff will also be available to
answer any questions that might arise during the
presentation.
What is the Street Design Guide?
The Street Design Guide aims to ensure that all
streets fit their intended context, function, and
transportation mode, and will be used as a tool to
help increase the safety of Pasadena streets for all

users – motorists, pedestrians, transit users, and
cyclists alike. The Street Design Guide is the
implementation mechanism of the City of
Pasadena’s complete streets policy.
When & Where?
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Thursday January 26, 2017
Pasadena City Hall
City Hall Basement, Grand Conference Room

Pasadena City College Job
Certification Program

Human Services & Recreation
Department:
Black History Month

Celebrate Black History 2017 in Pasadena by
attending the parade and other special events,
lectures and activities beginning Saturday,
February 4, through Sunday, March 19, 2017. The
City and volunteer Black History Parade & Festival
Planning Committee will present a full schedule of
events in celebration of the achievements by black
Americans and in recognition of African
Americans in U.S. History. Pasadena is proud to
host one of the largest Black History Month
parades in the U.S.A., set for 10 a.m. 4
p.m., February 18 with a ceremonial
groundbreaking for the new Robinson Park
Recreation Center at 1 p.m.
Pasadena Black History Month Parade is one of
the largest in the U.S. Pasadena
Media, www.pasadenamedia.tv, will record the
parade in its entirety for broadcast on KPAS, the
City government TV station. A list of the events
follows. All events are free unless otherwise noted.
February 4 : "Red, Black & Green Honors
Dinner"

Black History Parade & Festival Planning
Committee honors parade grand marshals and
presents community service awards, 79 p.m.,
Noor, Paseo Colorado, 300 E Colorado Blvd #200,
Pasadena, CA 91101. Call the Jackie Robinson
Center, (626) 7447300, to purchase tickets, $65
per person.
February 11: Matters of the Heart: A
Morning of Nutrition and Exercise
Come together and embrace wellness, 911 a.m. All
fitness levels welcome. Jackie Robinson
Community Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.
February 12: "Black Film Showcase: 13th"
Filmmaker Ava DuVernay explores the history of
racial inequality in the United States, focusing on
the fact that the nation's prisons are
disproportionately filled with AfricanAmericans.
The film is named after the Constitutional
Amendment that abolished slavery except as
punishment for crime. 2 p.m. at the Jackie
Robinson Community Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks
Ave. Sponsored by the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Pasadena Alumnae Chapter.
February 18: "35th Annual Black History
Parade and Festival"
Begins at 10 a.m. at Charles White Park in
Altadena, heads south on Fair Oaks Avenue and
ends at Robinson Park, 1081 N. Fair Oaks Ave.
After the parade, enjoy the Black History Festival
on Hammond Street and the north side of
Robinson Park from 124:30 p.m. Food for
purchase, fun activities for kids, displays, music
and other free fun.
February 18: "Robinson Park Recreation

Center Ground Breaking Ceremony"
Begins at 1 p.m. on the lawn in front of the
Robinson Park Recreation Center, 1081 N. Fair
Oaks Ave. Join local dignitaries and the Robinson
Family in breaking ground for a major
rehabilitation project. The Center renovation
project is being designed and constructed to better
serve the recreational needs of the community.

February 24: "Senior Night Out"
Enjoy good food, conversation and upbeat fun at
the Pasadena City College Community Education
Center, 3035 E. Foothill Blvd., from 710
p.m. during this year's special Senior Night Out
event.
March 12: "Praise Dance & Song Jubilee"
Enjoy music, dance and fellowship at Metropolitan
Baptist Church, 2283 N. Fair Oaks Ave., 3
p.m., Sunday, March 19.
March 19 : "Celebrating Women: Afternoon
Tea"
Celebrate women’s contributions to black history
over tea service. 3 p.m. at the Jackie Robinson
Community Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.

Decker House
124YearOld Decker House Facelift will Give
Homeowners an Affordable Taste of History  By
BRANDON VILLALOVOS adapted and shortened
from full article published by Pasadena Now:
Monday, December 5, 2016 | 6:24 PM

http://www.pasadenanow.com/main/124year
olddeckerhousefaceliftwillgivehomeowners
anaffordabletasteofhistory/#.WHf5Y4XNo7A

The Historic Decker house located at 750 N. Fair
Oaks Avenue will be strapped up and transported
up the street to its new and permanent location at
1661 North Fair Oaks as a part of an ambitious
affordable housing development set to open in
2018.
The Queen Anne style house, which was
constructed in 1892 and designated a city
landmark in 1998, has sat vacant for over a decade
in Northwest Pasadena and will receive a full
restoration that will provide two affordable home
owner units within a larger development of 16 units
that intends to provide more affordable housing.
The cityowned Decker House, a treasured
Victorianera building, is the former home of the
cigar shop owner Frank Decker and his wife Anna,
the home’s first occupants after it was built in 1892.
The house is currently in bad shape and in need of
a full restoration.
There are two projects being developed side by side
at the newly secured location at 1661 N. Fair Oaks,
just blocks from the Heritage Square location,
where the Decker House will permanently reside in
coming months.
According to a document released by the Housing
Department, historic architecture will be carefully
combined with contemporary architecture to create
a striking contrast that accentuates the best
qualities of each style. Ground is expected to be
broken in the next six to nine months with
completion in 2018/2019. The two Decker units of

two bedrooms and 1,200 sq. ft. each are expected
to be put on the market for $300,000.

Northwest Commission Mission
Statement:
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal
services, responsive to the entire community and consistent with our history.
Northwest Commission meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm.
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1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA, 91103. Jackie Robinson Auditorium
Office Number: (626)7444791

Production credit: Linda Khalaf, A Student Intern and Pasadena High School Senior

