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Northwest Commission Newsletter
Allen Shay, Chair of the Northwest Commission

Welcome To Our New Newsletter!
We hope you enjoy the February Issue!
Happy Black History Celebration Month!
And Happy Valentines day!
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Human Services & Recreation Department: Black History
Month

Celebrate Black History 2017 in Pasadena by attending the parade and other special
events, lectures and activities beginning Saturday, February 4, through Sunday, March 19,
2017. The City and volunteer Black History Parade & Festival Planning Committee will
present a full schedule of events in celebration of the achievements by black Americans
and in recognition of AfricanAmericans in U.S. History. Pasadena is proud to host one of
the largest Black History Month parades in the U.S.A., set for 10 a.m. 4 p.m., February
18 with a ceremonial groundbreaking for the new Robinson Park Recreation Center at 1
p.m.
Pasadena Black History Month Parade is one of the largest in the U.S. Pasadena
Media, www.pasadenamedia.tv, will record the parade in its entirety for broadcast on
KPAS, the City government TV station. A list of the events follows. All events are free
unless otherwise noted.

February 18: "35th Annual Black History Parade and Festival"
Begins at 10 a.m. at Charles White Park in Altadena, heads south on Fair Oaks Avenue and
ends at Robinson Park, 1081 N. Fair Oaks Ave. After the parade, enjoy the Black History
Festival on Hammond Street and the north side of Robinson Park from 124:30 p.m. Food
for purchase, fun activities for kids, displays, music and other free fun.
February 18: "Robinson Park Recreation Center Ground Breaking Ceremony"
Begins at 1 p.m. on the lawn in front of the Robinson Park Recreation Center, 1081 N. Fair
Oaks Ave. Join local dignitaries and the Robinson Family in breaking ground for a major
rehabilitation project. The Center renovation project is being designed and constructed to
better serve the recreational needs of the community.

February 24: "Senior Night Out"
Enjoy good food, conversation and upbeat fun at the Pasadena City College Community
Education Center, 3035 E. Foothill Blvd., from 710 p.m. during this year's special Senior
Night Out event.
March 12: "Praise Dance & Song Jubilee"

Enjoy music, dance and fellowship at Metropolitan Baptist Church, 2283 N. Fair Oaks
Ave., 3 p.m., Sunday, March 19.
March 19 : "Celebrating Women: Afternoon Tea"
Celebrate women’s contributions to black history over tea service. 3 p.m. at the Jackie
Robinson Community Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.

Next Commission Meeting:
February 21, 2017
6:30 P.M.
1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA, 91103. Jackie Robinson Auditorium

NonProfit Spotlight

Women In Action (WIA) was founded in 1971 by a group of AfricanAmerican
women who saw the need for an organization that would work toward
stimulating citizen participation, increase community awareness, and make
minority representation in government a reality.
WIA was originally established to spearhead efforts to reform Pasadena's
charter. Historically a 60 percent vote was required for a candidate to be elected
in the districtonly primary elections. In 1969 George Jones, a black candidate
who carried his own district in the primary, but by less than 60 per cent, was
forced into a citywide runoff and subsequently defeated by a while opponent.
Ultimately the efforts of WIA and the entire NW community won the challenge
that a citywide runoff left communities like the NW under or misrepresented
by candidates favored more by residents in other districts.

From the Desk of the President ,

Kimiko Richardson 

This year marks Women In Action's 45th year of community, political, and
volunteer service. Our mission is our purpose, which is to work toward
stimulating citizen participation, increasing community awareness, and making
minority representation in government a reality. Our group is to investigate the
needs of the community and pursue measures to alleviate those needs. We do
this through our own organization and through interaction with other
community organizations.
The George A. Jones Scholarship
Established in 1995, the George A. Jones Scholarship is given to an African
American male entering or enrolled in Law School. The scholarship is given
once every three years in recognition of George A. Jones,. George was the first
AfricanAmerican candidate to run for City Council of Pasadena. His campaign
resulted in the formation of Women In Action.

Ruth Valentine Returning Student Award
In 1987, the Ruth Valentine Award was established to encourage single African
American women with children to return to higher education and achieve their
life's goals.
Program & Activity Contributions
Awarded 160 High School seniors with the Jackie Robinson Merit Award
totaling approximately $153,000

Women At Work LinkedIn Workshop starts March
18th at La Pintoresca Library
Mark your calendar for the Women At Work LinkedIn Workshop, Achieving Your Career

Goals in a Digital World. The three session workshop, led by LinkedIn expert, Maria
Bereket, will help you get the most from LinkedIn. Attendees will learn about setup and
essential optimization, how to use LinkedIn for a job search or career advancement, and
important additional features to support your career goals.All three sessions will be held on
Saturday from 1011:30 a.m. at La Pintoresca Library in Pasadena on March 18, April 8 and
April 22. Attendance is free.

Rideshare Bikes & Street Design Guidelines are
coming to Pasadena

On January 28, 2017 Commissioner Schnuelle (district 5) attended the Special Meeting of
the Transportation Advisory Commission (TAC) at City Hall. On the agenda were two
items: Proposed 34 bike share station locations and the Street Design Guide.
1. Bike Stations: This is a regional program and is now in Phase 2 of implementation. There
will be a total of 34 bike sharing stations placed throughout Pasadena, all within 1 to 1 1/2
miles distance from a transportation hub. Four stations will be placed in Northwest
Pasadena: At the Rose Bowl, at the CVS on North Lake, at Jackie Robinson Center and at
Fair Oaks and Orange Grove. The concern was raised in public comment that some of the
locations are on very busy streets and people unfamiliar with Pasadena might be frightened
to ride in the traffic. It was suggested that a few of the proposed locations be moved to
adjacent streets that have less street traffic. Once implemented the locations will be
reviewed quarterly and some of the locations may be changed.

There are job opportunities too!
Contact Metro Bike Share  Los Angeles and/or click on the links below.
Street Team Member (Posted 11232016)

Customer Service Manager (Posted 11232016
Business Development Specialist (Posted 11212016)
Operations Director (Posted 11172016)

2. Street Design Guide: After a thorough presentation by Mr. Paul Moore of
Nelson/Nygaard, a lively discussion took place. Staff recommended that the City Council
adopt the proposed Street Design Guide, but the commission members had a lot of
questions on how the program would define space priorities. Once adopted the Street
Design Guide would be the template used for ALL Specific Plans and no changes would be
allowed. This is important for the coming review of the North Lake, North Fair Oaks, and
North Lincoln Specific Plans.

The TAC decided to form a subcommittee to thoroughly review the street design
proposals; the subcommittee will meet on February 9th. The issue will then be discussed
at the next regularly scheduled TAC meeting on February 23rd. At that meeting the
commission will vote on what changes to recommend to the City Council. The issue will
then go to the City Council on March 20th. The issue is slated to be presented to the
Planning Commission soon and it is almost certain that that commission would have
questions and changes as well.

Follow the work of this Commission at:
http://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/transportationadvisory
commission/

Economic Development and Technology Committee
considers Shortterm Rentals Regulations and is
updated on Affordable Housing
On January 17, 2017 Commissioner Schnuelle (District 5) attended a special meeting of the
Economic Development and Technology Committee (Ed Tech) at City Hall. The meeting

was held to discuss the following items. The Committee voted to change the day and time
that they will meet to the third Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. Hopefully this will allow
more people from the community to attend Ed Tech meetings. Check out the website for
agendas: http://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/citycouncileconomic
developmenttechnology/

1. Modifications to Article 10 (Vehicles and Traffic) of the Pasadena Municipal Code to
provide language clarification, modifications to conform to enabling statutes and
administrative updates. Simply put, the committee voted to clarify and make uniform the
language used for parking meters, parking restrictions on residential blocks, preferential
parking guest passes, loading zones, time limits for parking, sale of temporary daytime
parking permits, staggering of permit expiration dates in order to decrease wait times for
permit applicants and clarify language to allow vehicles with expired registration tags in
excess of 6 months to be impounded.
2. Update on the Regulations of Short Term Rentals: this item had speakers from both
sides of the aisle, some representing AirBnB type businesses and others from neighborhood
associations. There will be a Community Workshop held on February 16, 2017 from 6 to
8pm at the Senior Center, 85 Holly St. , to hear from the public on this issue.
3. Biannual Planning Commission Meeting on Implementation of the Housing Element
and Housing Related Issues. This relates to Affordable Housing in Pasadena. On
September 28, 2015 City Council approved the Planning Commission as the oversight body
for implementation of the Housing Element. City Council also approved a process that
includes public meetings to facilitate the discussion and hear what the community thinks
about housingrelated issues. Staff provided a report that updated the City’s progress on
achieving the Regional Housing Needs Assessment targets and the status of the
implementation programs. This was a nonaction item. See other article on the Affordable
Housing Forum

Caltech Mourns the Passing of Jewel Plummer Cobb
19242017
Jewel Plummer Cobb, a life member of the Caltech Board of Trustees and president and
professor of biology, emerita, of California State University, Fullerton, passed away on
January 1, 2017. She was 92 years old.
Cobb was elected to the Caltech Board of Trustees in 1990 and was named a life member in
2005, in which capacity she served until her death. She served as a member of the Audit
and Compliance Committee and the Nominating Committee.
Born on January 17, 1924, in Chicago, Illinois, Cobb earned her bachelor's degree from
Talladega College in 1944, and her MS and PhD degrees, both in cell hysiology, from New
York University in 1947 and 1950, respectively. She also held 22 honorary doctorates.
Known for her work in cell physiology, her promotion of the advancement of women in
scientific fields, and her activities on behalf of minorities, Cobb published 36 articles
regarding the growth, morphology, and genetic expression of normal and cancer pigment
cells. In addition, she published a number of articles dealing with the advancement of
women and minorities in scientific fields.
Prior to her 1981 appointment as president of California State University, Fullerton, a
position she held until 1990, she was dean of Douglass College and professor of biological
sciences at Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, for five years. Before her Douglass
appointment she served as dean of Connecticut College and professor of zoology for seven
years, and as professor of biology at Sarah Lawrence College for nine years.
A recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award of the National Science Foundation and the
Kilby Lifetime Achievement Award, Cobb was a member of the board of fellows of
Claremont Graduate University and a
trustee of Talladega College. She was a member of the American Association for the
Advancement of

Science, the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences, the New York
Academy of
Sciences, and Sigma Xi.
She is survived by her son, Roy Jonathon Cobb, daughterinlaw, Suzzanne Douglas, and
granddaughter,
Jordan.
Reprinted with permission from the CSUF News Services

Candidates for District 5 Council respond at the
Affordable Housing Forum
On January 31, 2017, All Saints Church hosted a forum for City Council candidates for
Districts 3,5 and 7 to discuss affordable housing issues. The dialogue with the candidates
included topics such as tenant protection issues, inclusionary zoning, commercial linkage
fees and how to use city owned surplus land. All three Northwest, District 5 candidates,
Victor Gordo, Aida Morales and Krystal LopezPadley attended the forum. It was
enlightening to learn that all acknowledge homelessness and affordable housing for all
residents, not just low income residents, in the City of Pasadena need to be addressed with
urgency and creativity. However, the candidates differed on their approaches. Gordo
proposed to remove inlieu fees as an option for developers building residential units.
Morales and LopezPadley proposed to increase number of inclusionary units (lowincome
units) to 30%.
The candidates heard personal testimony from two Pasadena residents as well as
candidates. One resident shared with the group that being a welleducated working
professional does not guarantee homeownership in the City of Pasadena. Another shared
her personal story of homelessness on the streets of Pasadena and how she become a
productive citizen working with others experiencing homelessness. The testimonies
illustrated the broadness of the spectrum of housing issues faced by Pasadenans. Gordo
and Lopez Padley both spoke of their personal experiences with housing uncertainty.
Upon his arrival from Zacatecas, Mexico at the age of five, Gordo shared a garage with his
family. Not too long ago, the LopezPadley family found themselves couch surfing for six
months. It’s clear that homelessness and the need for affordable housing does not
discriminate.
Commissioners Douglas, Romo and Schnuelle attended the forum. We must all recognize

the need and then work together to build consensus and develop comprehensive solutions
to address this critical housing need to maintain our community and neighborhoods.
The YouTube link for the City Council Candidate Forum on Affordable Housing.
https://youtu.be/da647731MDc . Check it out. It’s 1 hr. and 45 mins. long.

Public Safety Discussion Continues Regarding
Youth Activities and Recidivism of the Previously
Incarcerated
Commissioners Boykin and Douglas attended John Kennedy’s Public Safety Committee
Special Meeting in Council Chambers on the evening of January 26, 2017. Police Chief
Sanchez described the gang activity and subsequent police actions from mid December
through early January. Kennedy and Sanchez commented on the need for legal gun owners
to be sure their weapons are secured against theft. The guns apprehended by the police are
stolen. He stated that such property theft is fueling the violence.

Two long time residents of the Northwest area spoke strongly about the need for viable jobs
and job fairs for young adults and a safe place for teen activities. Both stated that,” Youth
hang around for the lack of something to do.” Hampton also felt that the youth do not
know of all the programs that are available to them. A long list of programs from city
departments was included in the staff report for this meeting. City Manager Steve Mermel
noted that it is not enough to only reach out to students with high GPAs. All youth,
regardless of status or performance, must be reached, especially those at risk. Hampton
noted that the Foothill Workforce Development Corporation provides support to program
attendees through childcare service and even remuneration for attending programs.

A major portion of the meeting was dedicated to an update on the successful work of the 8
yr. old reintegration program for the recently incarcerated run by the Flintridge Center. A
number of participants eloquently described how the program helped them find a solid
foothold in the community. It was reported that the $170,000 that the Police Dept. had
provided the program via the AB109 funding could not continue. Overall, the Flintridge
Center needs $650,000 in direct funding, a figure that does not include overhead costs.
One of the major benefits to the participants is legal help to expunge felony convictions,

per Proposition 47, that make regular employment so difficult. In addition more career
oriented apprenticeships are needed. Minimum wage service jobs are not as constructive.
Council member Hampton asked for more statistical data, “How many previously
incarcerated are there?” It is not known how many are released back to Pasadena in a year.
Currently there are 800 such individuals in Pasadena. Recidivism among the Pasadena
participants is 10%, a remarkably lower figure thanks to the Flintridge Center program
than the nationwide figure of 35%.

Kennedy concluded that the city needs a violence reduction plan The city should lead the
plan to get the results wanted. Council member Steve Madison echoed the desire for a
plan, a strategic plan. He said, “We [Pasadena] are small enough to have a social contract
with each other. There are too many guns.” Public comment also noted that trust of
authority within the community is still sought. All actions, especially the relative impact of
punitive traffic violations must be weighed by police in light of need to build trust. A $470
traffic ticket for rolling through a stop sign when no one was endangered may mean next
month’s rent cannot be paid. The resulting hardship leads to distrust. It was also noted
that there are 63 private schools in Pasadena and 11 private high schools. Pasadena is not a
community that is coming together very well.

One public comment objected to reclassifying felonies as misdemeanors per Proposition 47
and held that it put Pasadena at more risk, 8% violent crimes, versus the nationwide rate of
3%.

This last statement was countered by another public comment that such a conclusion
against Proposition 47 was supposition. The city of Chicago has a gang violence strategy
that involved removing the Police audit function and replacing it with a community
oversight committee.

During the meeting Kennedy noted that violence affects all of Pasadena, not just one area.
The residents of the city need to see Pasadena as one city, a safe city. See the report,
“Where the Holy Meets the Hurting” from Kennedy’s Jan. 13th community meeting held at
the Women’s City Club.

See the Public Safety Committee meetings:

http://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/commissionpastagendas
publicsafetycommittee/

Share This Newsletter On Facebook!

Tweet This Newsletter on Twitter!

Forward This Newsletter To A Friend!

Pin This Newsletter On Pinterest!

Northwest Commission Mission
Statement:
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary
municipal services, responsive to the entire community and
consistent with our history.
Northwest Commission meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of every month at
6:30pm.

Meeting Location:
1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA, 91103. Jackie Robinson Auditorium
Office Number: (626)7444791
Click here for Commissioner Information!
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