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Welcome To Our April Newsletter!
We hope you enjoy it!
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North Fair Oaks Empowerment Group takes Action

Last Monday, Tuesday and Wed, March 1315, a team of college students from the Damascus Road Church
in Tucson, AZ served with the Fair Oaks Empowerment initiative to improve the appearance of the North
Fair Oaks area. Janet Randolf, a member of the Metropolitan Baptist Church on N. Fair Oaks, is now
working on the Initiative together with Jill Shook. The student team visit began with a briefing on the
overall history, purpose, goals and dreams of the N. Fair Oaks Initiative. The background covered the 150
surveys conducted and the $16,000 raised to implement the successful N.W Job fest in 2015, the
partnership with the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition in 2016 and now the advocacy with the NW
Commission to help fulfill the community’s vision for the street. The vision to beautify the area is focused
now on building a sense of community and safety by slowing traffic, providing wellmarked crosswalks
and hopefully more parking for the businesses. After the overview, the student volunteers painted over
graffiti on a building that is part of AltaPasa Center run by DeWalt Brown. On the next day and onehalf
the team removed gum from the gym floor and sidewalks at the Boys and Girls Club, while the other half
cleaned trash around the Rio Meat Market on Montana.

“I was so impressed with the youth and their desire to help,” said Commissioner Shay and Chair of the NW
Commission. Commissioner Douglas also participated in the work. The team even tried to cleanup the
gum spots on the sidewalk in front of Rio Meat Market, but lacked the equipment to adequately do the job.

During debrief times, team members reported that their participation in arts and crafts and board games
at St Vincent's and Brighten Convalescent Centers was one of their highlights. Spending time with these
mostly elderly medicated patients and with deep social limitations challenged these active college students
to just sit and listen to their stories. One married couple on the team brought their baby, who smiled and
cooed the whole time, delighting these oftenforgotten individuals. The team was especially impressed
with the staff’s professionalism. After leaving these convalescent hospitals, this energetic team played
basketball with and tutored students at Harambee Christian Family Center on Navarro and Howard.

For dinner on Monday and Wed, rather than serving the homeless a meal, they were served with the
homeless at the Pasadena Church where they stayed on in the sanctuary. These amazing group of faith
based college students couldn’t say enough about the huge blessing it was to hang out in Northwest
Pasadena, especially on Fair Oaks between Woodbury and Howard for three days. They did get a chance to
treat themselves to a few hours at the beach before heading back to Tucson, AZ.

The Northwest Commissioners always welcome news of neighborhood events or projects. Please let Lola
Osborne in the Northwest Programs Office know of any plans.

Next Commission Meeting:
April 11, 2017
6:30 P.M.
1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA, 91103. Jackie Robinson Auditorium

AROUND THE CYCLE
Around the Cycle, a bike shop located at 1270 Lincoln Avenue, (and #1500 in the Business Park at
Washington Blvd.) is rooted in the belief that cycling and triathlon should be more affordable,
accessible and sustainable.
Owner Ryan Weeks, who earned a mechanical engineering degree from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and also
attended Fuller Seminary, spent 3 years living in Sudan working with the Sudanese and helping with
holistic development initiatives including water purification and primary and secondary education
projects. After being evacuated from Sudan and moving to Pasadena he wanted to see how his passions
for cycling, sustainability, and community development could come together in a business.

He wanted to open a bike shop in his own neighborhood of Northwest Pasadena that would serve and
connect both the local community and cyclists from all over Southern California. He found that by offering
the option of used bikes and parts, instead of just new bikes, like most bike shops do, it is possible to make
owning a bicycle more affordable and accessible.

Around the Cycle has been open for 3 years and just recently moved into a larger space a few units over in
the same business park. It’s exciting to see a local business meeting a unique need grow and develop into a
benefit for the community. Stop by to visit Ryan and his staff or visit their website at:
www.aroundthecycle.com.

Capital Improvement Programs for the Northwest to be Addressed at April 19th
Joint Finance Committee/City Council Meeting in City Council Chambers

The Northwest Commissioners take pride in serving you and are here to advocate for the interest of the
residences of Northwest Pasadena. As part of our commitment, we are charged with addressing what
concerns you and the quality of life in Northwest Pasadena, from safety concerns to maintaining your
property. We are here for you.The Capital Improvement Programs for the Northwest was heard on March
14, 2017 at the Northwest Commission meeting that was dedicated to reviewing and commenting on the
2018 Capital Improvement Program. Members of the Public Works Department representing Traffic,
Streets and Streetscapes among others were in attendance under the leadership of Brenda E. Harvey
Williams, Finance and Management Services Administrator.
In November, the Northwest Commission had submitted a list of 18 items, including many regarding
pedestrian safety and traffic speed control on North Fair Oaks for the Public Works staff to consider in the
2018 year. The March meeting’s purpose was to inform the Commissioners of the City staff findings of the
18 items on the list.
The report showed that two items of the 18 had been accepted: Remodeling the kitchen at the Jackie
Robinson Center and planting of street trees at 1606 N. Fair Oaks and 1760 N. Fair Oaks. Two other
projects were declined. In one case the neighbors had voted to reject speed bumps on El Sereno Ave.
between Washington Blvd. and Cedar St. The other addressed the increased lighting request at Zanja St.
between Lincoln and Forest Ave. The illumination level had been increased in 2005 and meets standards.
Any additional increase in lighting adversely affects neighbors plus it is not feasible to install a post top
lighting fixture.
As of the March meeting the vast majority of projects on the submitted CIP list were still under
consideration by the Public Works staff. The Commissioners discussed the circumstance at length
ultimately voting not to recommend the staff recommendation to the City Council for the CIP budget
because it does not include all of the public safety issues provided by the public. The Commission is well
aware of the pedestrian and safety needs of the Northwest. The street condition and public works
improvement maps submitted by the Public Works staff clearly show increased attention is needed there.
The Public Works 2018 Budget will be presented at the Joint Finance Committee/City Council Meeting on
April 19th at 4:30pm.

Every Northwest Resident Needs this App!! No Kidding!
Pasadena City has a app for iphones, ipads and androids that facilitates citizens to submit a
photo and description of fixes, repairs and problems around the city.
Please go to: http://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/citizenservicecenter/
And download the appropriate version for your device.
Use it everywhere you see a problem. Report excessive trash and debris buildup. Describe
repairs needed to streets and sidewalks. Let the City know of dead trees and overgrown
areas.
It’s easy and simple to use and gets documented results.

NW Commissioners Lobby for the Northwest on Arroyo Seco Weekend Opportunities
The Northwest Commissioners are pleased to announce our objective to have local
businesses included as well as share with you the progress made on March 15, 2017 with the
management from AEG/Goldenvoice, Festival Promoter Nic Alder, Executive Vice President

Martha Saucedo and Foundation and Community Outreach Director Erikk Aldridge to have
Northwest Pasadena restaurants participate in the upcoming festival at the Rose Bowl.
AEG/Goldenvoice is working with the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce and City staff to
identify 30 local restaurants to participate in the festival on June 2425. Those local
businesses that are not able to participate directly in the Arroyo Seco Weekend will have the
opportunity to have their business listed as a local food destination on the AEG/Goldenvoice
festival web site.
Northwest Commissioners will visit local food establishments and provide owners with the
information on how to either participate directly in the festival or be listed on the web site.
AEG/Goldenvoice is working to obtain a list from the City of Pasadena to identify local
minority and women owned food service businesses that may want to participate in the
festival. The food services procurement line up is currently in process. One third of the food
participants will be Pasadena restaurateurs with signage designating them as local
businesses.
The Northwest Commission’s mission is to advocate on behalf of our Northwest residents
and business owners. Should you have questions or concerns that you would like heard we
invite you to attend one of our monthly meetings held the second Tuesday of each month at
the Jackie Robinson Center or email the city staff person, Northwest Manager Lola Osborne,
at northwest@cityofpasadena.net.

Citizen Outlook on the Needs in the Northwest

During 2016 the Northwest Commission conducted a survey reaching 113 of the residents in Northwest
Pasadena. Participation was voluntary. The survey response information was collected from residents by
walking door to door and during several local events held in the Northwest, 1) Black History Day Parade,
2) Family Fund Day 3) Sen. Chris Holden’s Block Party, and 4) Latino Heritage Day Event,.

Below are four of the most significant results. As can be seen, Northwest Pasadena has a long standing
relationship with many of its residents as evidenced by the high percentage of people who have lived here
for more than 10 years. Also, it is noteworthy that some residents continue to have concerns regarding
gang activity and drug use. In addition the need for sidewalk repairs along with traffic speed regulation is
also important for the residents.

The Northwest Commission plans to continue to walk the neighborhoods in Northwest Pasadena and we
will share and highlight feedback in upcoming issues of this Newsletter

Question: How many years have you lived in the Northwest?

Question: List What You Feel Are Major Problems in the Northwest

Questions: Select top 3 concerns for the City

Questions: How safe do you feel in Northwest Pasadena?

Northwest Commission Mission Statement:
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services,
responsive to the entire community and consistent with our history.
Northwest Commission meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm.

Meeting Location:
1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA, 91103. Jackie Robinson Auditorium
Office Number: (626)7444791
Click here for Commissioner Information!
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