
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 
AGENDA 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
MEETING NOTICE 

JULY 17, 2019 
PUBLIC MEETING 6:00 P.M. 

 
 

MEMBERS 
John J. Kennedy, Chair, District 3 

Terry Tornek, Mayor 
Tyron Hampton, Vice Mayor, District 1 

Steve Madison, District 6 
 

STAFF 
Steve Mermell, City Manager 

Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney 
Valerie Flores, Recording Secretary 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, 

responsive to our entire community and consistent  
with our history, culture and unique character. 

 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Assistive Listening Devices 
are available from the City Clerk’s Office with a 24-hour advance notice.   

Please call (626) 744-4124 to request use of a listening device. 
 

Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling  
(626) 744-4124 at least 24 hours in advance. 

Habrá servicio  de interpretación disponible para éstas juntas llamando al  
(626) 744-4124 por lo menos con 24 horas de anticipación. 

 
 

Items on the agenda may not be called in order listed. 
 

Agendas and supporting documents are available on the Internet at  
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/city-council-public-safety-committee/ 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Public Safety Committee after 

distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office at 100 N. 
Garfield Avenue, Room S-228, Pasadena, during normal business hours. 

 
 

 

COPIES OF THIS AGENDA ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD INFORMATION 
SERVICE AT THE CENTRAL AND ALL 

BRANCH LIBRARIES. 

http://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/city-council-public-safety-committee/






APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 
 
 

April 17, 2019 – Regular Meeting* 
 

May 6, 2019 – Cancellation of Regular Meeting * 
 

May 15, 2019 – Regular Meeting* 
 

June 3, 2019 – Cancellation of Regular Meeting* 
 

June 19, 2019 – Cancellation of Regular Meeting* 
 

July 1, 2019 – Cancellation of Regular Meeting* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



01      04/17/2019 

CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
APRIL 17, 2019  

REGULAR MEETING 
 

OPENING Councilmember Madison, acting as Chair, called the regular meeting 
of the Public Safety Committee to order at 6:07 p.m. 

  
ROLL CALL: 
 
  
 
 
 Staff: 
 

 

Vice Mayor John J. Kennedy (Chair) (Absent)  
Councilmember Tyron Hampton  
Councilmember Steve Madison (Acting Chair) 
Mayor Terry Tornek 
 

Steve Mermell, City Manager 
Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney 
John Perez, Police Chief 
Jon Trautwein, Deputy Fire Chief 
Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works 
Kris Markarian, City Engineer 
Yannie Wu, Principal Engineer 
Valerie Flores, Recording Secretary 

  
 PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT’S ASSET FORFEITURE FUND 
  
 Steve Mermell, City Manager, introduced the agenda item, and John 

Perez, Police Chief, provided an oral presentation, and responded to 
questions. 
 
Following brief discussion, on order of the Acting Chair, and by 
consensus of the Committee, the information was received and filed. 

  
 POLICE CHIEF’S MONTHLY REPORT 
  
 John Perez, Police Chief, provided an oral presentation on the agenda 

item, and responded to questions. 
 
The following individuals provide comments and questions regarding 
predictive policing and/or submitted written material: 
 

Kris Ockershauser, Coalition for Increased Oversight of 
Pasadena Police (CICOPP) 
Vincent De Stefano, CICOPP 

 
Councilmember Hampton reiterated his concerns regarding the 
Pasadena Police Department’s lobby hours, suggested that the doors 
to the lobby should be open and accessible to the public at all times, 
most importantly during emergency situations, and noted that most 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Stations are open 24 hours. 
 
Chief Perez highlighted his concerns in maintaining an open lobby 24 
hours per day, but noted that he will continue to review and investigate 
options related to this concern. 
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Councilmember Hampton requested information on the number of 
Police Department new hires that are from Pasadena and/or the San 
Gabriel Valley, and encouraged the Department to continue outreach 
efforts focused on hiring women to serve as Police Officers with PPD.   
 
Councilmember Madison commented on the Supreme Court ruling in 
the case of Martin v. City of Boise, which states that cities cannot 
punish the homeless for sleeping outdoors or on public property.  He 
spoke briefly on the City’s homelessness issues, the City’s strategies 
for addressing the matter, and expressed support for a fourth Hope 
Team.   
 
On order of the Acting Chair, and by consensus of the Committee, the 
information was received and filed.  

  
PUBLIC COMMENT  Michael Gutierrez, South Pasadena resident, noted that at a recent 

Recreation and Parks Commission meeting, his comments and 
concerns regarding safety issues around the Rose Bowl loop 
appeared to have been disregarded by at least one commissioner, 
and that as an avid cyclist, he submitted written comments and 
materials regarding the divider options being proposed.      

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES It was moved by Mayor Tornek, seconded by Councilmember 

Hampton, to approve the minutes of February 4, 2019 (regular 
meeting), February 20, 2019 (regular meeting), March 4, 2019 (regular 
meeting), March 20, 2019 (cancelled meeting) and April 1, 2019 
(cancelled meeting) as submitted. (Motion unanimously carried) 
(Absent: Vice Mayor Kennedy, Chair)   

  
 AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH DONALD 

MACDONALD ARCHITECTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND DESIGN 
SERVICES OF THE COLORADO STREET BRIDGE – SUICIDE 
MITIGATION ENHANCEMENTS  PROJECT FOR AN AMOUNT 
NOT-TO-EXCEED $700,000 AND AMENDMENTS TO FY 2019 CIP 
BUDGET  

  
 Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works, summarized the agenda report 

as part of a PowerPoint presentation, and responded to questions. 
 
Ann Scheid, Pasadena resident, provided her comments and 
suggested the hiring of a consultant familiar with Beaux-Arts 
Architectural Design, and offered to share her research on prior 
suicide prevention ideas considered previously in the 1930’s.  
 
The Mayor expressed his strong concerns with the recommended 
process described in the agenda report, including the proposed 
timeline to complete this phase of the project, given the urgency of this 
matter, and stated his apprehension towards the selected firm.  
 
The City Manager stated with the consensus of the Committee, staff 
will revise the agenda report, and return with a revised timeline that 
emphasizes the urgent need to complete this phase of the project and 
to start the bidding process.   
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Councilmember Madison noted that staff’s prior experiences in rushing 
forward with projects often resulted in community and Councilmember 
opposition, especially given the historical landmark status of the 
bridge. He expressed his support for staff to return to the Committee 
with a revised timeline and asked that staff review the proposed 
budget, and if possible, pursue grant opportunities.  
 
On order of the Acting Chair, and by consensus of the Committee, it 
was agreed that City staff would return with the information detailed 
above. 

  
 ADOPTION OF THE CITY OF PASADENA LOCAL HAZARD 

MITIGATION PLAN 
   
 Jon Trautwein, Deputy Fire Chief, summarized the agenda report as 

part of a PowerPoint presentation, and responded to questions. 
 
The Mayor spoke on Table 7-11 Proposed Mitigation Action, 
(STAPLEE Score) and Table 7-12 Proposed Mitigation Actions 
Implementation Plan (Cost/Funding Source), and asked the City 
Manager to provide additional information on the relationship/strategy 
between the STAPLEE Score and the Cost/Funding Source, including 
whether these two tables will factor in determining the City’s budget 
priorities.     
 
Following brief discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Hampton, 
seconded by Mayor Tornek, to approve staff’s recommendation, and 
forward the item to the full City Council for consideration, with the City 
Manager to provide additional information, as requested above. 
(Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: Vice Mayor Kennedy, Chair) 

  
 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE 

REGARDING SIDEWALK VENDORS 
  
 Kris Markarian, City Engineer introduced the agenda item and Yannie 

Wu, Principal Engineer, summarized the agenda report as part of a 
PowerPoint presentation, and responded to questions.  
 
The Mayor asked staff to consider the appropriateness of restricting 
sidewalk vending not only within all three Business Improvements 
Districts (PBID) areas, but also in other highly populated commercial 
business areas, and requested information on how the City plans to 
regulate the proposed amendments to prevent vendor 
overconcentration in City parks.     
 
Councilmember Hampton echoed the Mayors concerns and asked 
staff to consider restrictions for sidewalk vending along the business 
area of North Lincoln Avenue.  
 
Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works, stated that the specific area 
map where vending is currently prohibited around the Rose Bowl will 
be amended to include the entire Arroyo Seco area, which will now 
include Lincoln Avenue.    
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In response to Councilmember Hampton, Javan Rad, Chief Assistant 
City Attorney stated that staff would need to further review the 
proposed bill to determine if the City could regulate the type of food 
items sold.   
 
The City Manager stated he would confer with the City Attorney’s 
Office to determine the timeframe needed to prepare the amendments 
and bring forward to the full City Council for consideration.   
 
In  response to the Mayor’s comments regarding the proposed action, 
City Manager Mermell stated that the intent of the staff 
recommendation was to direct the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance to amend the Pasadena Municipal Code regarding sidewalk 
vending, noting that proposed action could have been more precise.    
 
Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Hampton, 
seconded by Mayor Tornek, to approve staff’s recommendation, with 
the understanding that the motion is to direct the City Attorney to 
prepare an ordinance to amend the Pasadena Municipal Code 
regarding sidewalk vending, and forward the item to the full City 
Council for consideration. (Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: Vice 
Mayor Kennedy, Chair) 

  
 The Committee agreed to cancel the next regular meeting of May 6, 

2019 due to a scheduling conflict with the Special Joint City 
Council/Finance Committee Meeting.  

  
ADJOURNMENT On the order of the acting Chair, the regular meeting of the Public 

Safety Committee was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary 

 
_________________________________ 
Vice Mayor  John J. Kennedy, Chair 
Public Safety Committee 

  
 



     05/06/2019  

CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
MAY 6, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

 The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee, 
scheduled for Monday, May 6, 2019, at 4:15 p.m., was 
cancelled as ordered on May 2, 2019, and posted as required 
by law. 

  
  

 
 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Councilmember John J. Kennedy, Chair 
 

Public Safety Committee  

ATTEST: 
 
 

 

  
  
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary  
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CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
MAY 15, 2019  

REGULAR MEETING 
 

OPENING The Chair called the regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee 
to order at 6:21 p.m. 

  
ROLL CALL: 
 
  
 
 
 Staff: 
 

 

Councilmember John J. Kennedy (Chair) 
Mayor Terry Tornek  
Vice Mayor Tyron Hampton  
Councilmember Steve Madison  
 
 

Steve Mermell, City Manager 
Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney 
John Perez, Police Chief 
Bertral Washington, Fire Chief 
Wendell Eaton, Fire Battalion Chief 
Israel Del Toro, Senior Project Manager 
Valerie Flores, Recording Secretary 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT  Steve Mulheim, Old Pasadena Management Association, expressed 

his appreciation for the City’s efforts in addressing homelessness 
issues but cited his continued concerns regarding an increased 
occurrence of homeless/mental health incidents in taking place in Old 
Town Pasadena, and the lack of ability to address these issues.  

  
INFORMATION ITEMS POLICE CHIEF’S MONTHLY REPORT  
  
 The Chair announced the new Sergeant-at-Arms, Sergeant Jon 

Buchholz, and extended his appreciation to Sergeant Roger Roldan 
for his service as the previous Sergeant-at-Arms. 
 
John Perez, Police Chief, provided an oral presentation on the agenda 
item, and responded to questions. 
 
The Chair thanked Chief Perez for his continued leadership and for 
strategically responding to the serious issues confronting the 
Pasadena community.   
 
The following individuals provided comments and/or questions 
regarding Assembly Bill (AB) 392, and/or expressed concerns with the 
two officers involved in the altercation with Mr. Christopher Ballew and 
their continued employment with the City: 

 
Kris Ockershauser, ACLU  
Vincent De Stefano, ACLU  

 
In response to Vice Mayor Hampton, Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City 
Attorney, noted that the case involving the two Pasadena Officers and 
Mr. Ballew is still under litigation and no additional information is 
available at this time.   
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Vice Mayor Hampton expressed his concerns with the rise of sexual 
assaults linked to online dating, and asked City staff to consider a 
public education campaign on how to stay safe when participating in 
online dating.  He also expressed concerns with gunshots being fired 
in his district and witnesses not willing to come forward, and asked the 
Police Chief to consider ways to address these issues, and 
acknowledged his ongoing efforts in building police-community 
relationships.     
 
In response, the Chief noted he would reach out to Peace Over 
Violence, a nonprofit organization, on collaborative efforts to circulate 
information/tips on how to stay safe while using online dating and 
dating apps.  
 
On order of the Chair, and by consensus of the Committee, the 
information was received and filed.  

  
NEW BUSINESS  ACKNOWLEDGE THE PASADENA FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 

REPORT REGARDING PERFORMANCE OF ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13146.2 AND 13146.3 
OF THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

  
 Fire Chief Bertral Washington, introduced the agenda item, and 

Wendell Eaton, Fire Battalion Chief, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation reviewing the agenda item, and responded to questions. 
 
The Mayor and Councilmember Madison spoke on the importance of 
having available resources to carry out inspections in order to meet 
state requirements, and the need to consider full cost recovery 
options.  It was also noted that the staff report was helpful in outlining 
the performance of fire inspections, but that the percentage of 
inspections completed was concerning, and for staff to anticipate 
further discussion on this matter.   
 
In response to questions, Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney, 
stated that staff would review state requirements to determine what if 
any legal liabilities/consequences may occur if inspections are not 
completed as required by the law.    
 
The City Manager noted that City staff would compile the performance 
record of the surrounding cities to provide comparative data.   
 
Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Madison, 
seconded by Vice Mayor Hampton, to approve staff’s 
recommendation, and forward the item to the full City Council for 
consideration. (Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: None) 

  
 AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH DONALD 

MACDONALD ARCHITECTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND DESIGN 
SERVICES OF THE COLORADO STREET BRIDGE – SUICIDE 
MITIGATION ENHANCEMENTS PROJECT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $500,00 AND AMENDMENT TO FY 2019 CIP BUDGET  
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 It was moved by Councilmember Madison, seconded by Mayor 
Tornek, to approve staff’s recommendation, and forward the item to 
the full City Council for consideration. (Motion unanimously carried) 
(Absent: None). 

  
INFORMATION ITEM 
(Continued) 

OVERVIEW OF CODE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 

  
 Israel Del Toro, Senior Project Manager, provided a PowerPoint 

presentation reviewing the agenda item, and responded to questions.  
 
The City Manager and Committee members expressed thanks, 
appreciation, and gratitude to Mr. Del Toro, Senior Project Manager, 
for his responsiveness to Council and the community, and for his 
continued leadership and professionalism.  
 
Following discussion, on order of the Chair, and by consensus of the 
Committee, the information was received and filed. 

  
ADJOURNMENT On the order of the Chair, the regular meeting of the Public Safety 

Committee was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary 

 
_________________________________ 
Councilmember  John J. Kennedy, Chair 
Public Safety Committee 

  
 



     06/03/2019  

CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
JUNE 3, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

 The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee, 
scheduled for Monday, June 3, 2019, at 4:15 p.m., was 
cancelled as ordered on May 30, 2019, and posted as 
required by law. 

  
  

 
 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Councilmember John J. Kennedy, Chair 
 

Public Safety Committee  

ATTEST: 
 
 

 

  
  
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     06/19/2019  

CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
JUNE 19, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

 The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee, 
scheduled for Wednesday, June 19, 2019, at 6:00 p.m., was 
cancelled as ordered on June 13, 2019, and posted as 
required by law. 

  
  

 
 
___________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Vice Mayor John J. Kennedy, Chair 
 

Public Safety Committee  

ATTEST: 
 
 

 

  
  
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     07/01/2019  

CITY OF PASADENA 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

PASADENA CITY HALL 
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER – S249 
JULY 1, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

 The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee, 
scheduled for Monday, July 1, 2019, at 4:15 p.m., was 
cancelled as ordered on June 27, 2019, and posted as 
required by law. 

  
  

 
 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Councilmember John J. Kennedy, Chair 
 

Public Safety Committee  

ATTEST: 
 
 

 

  
  
Valerie Flores  
Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 

A. Approval of Urban Wildlife Management Plan* 
 

B. Adoption of the City of Pasadena Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan* 

 
C. Authorization to Enter into an Automatic Aid Agreement for 

Exchange of Fire Protection, Specialized, Rescue and 
Emergency Medical Services Between the City of Los Angeles 
and the Cites of: Burbank, Glendale and Pasadena (The Tri-
Cities)* 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The intent of Urban Wildlife Management Plan is to provide guidance for city staff when dealing with 

wildlife in Pasadena. City staff can utilize this plan to provide public education to the community for 

topics related to human-wildlife interactions.  

 

Guidelines and provisions of this plan do not supersede federal, state and county regulations and 

policies, as applicable. Furthermore, the provisions of this plan do not apply to Pasadena residents, 

businesses or homeowner associations in pursuit of their legal rights in dealing with wildlife.  

 

Management Strategy  

City strategy for managing wildlife is based on balancing respect and protection for wildlife and their 

habitats without compromising public safety. The strategy is comprised of a three-pronged approach 

that consists of: 

 (1) Education for the public that is designed around coexistence with wildlife 

 (2) Enforcement of laws and regulations to prohibit the feeding of wildlife 

 (3) Protection of the public through the implementation of tiered responses to wildlife and 

human interactions  

This plan requires active participation on the part of the entire community including residents, 

homeowners associations, volunteers and city personnel.  

 

Education  

Education is the key to having residents make appropriate decisions regarding their safety, or managing 

their property and pets. This involves decreasing attractants, increasing pet safety, reshaping wildlife 

behavior through hazing and creating reasonable expectations of normal wildlife behavior.  

 

Enforcement  

The act of feeding wildlife is known to result in an increase in wildlife activity. Feeding, either 

intentionally or unintentionally, attracts wildlife and their prey to the area, leading to habituated wildlife 

and an increase in wildlife and human interactions. California law prohibits feeding wildlife. The 

Pasadena Police Department (PPD) and the Pasadena Humane Society (PHS) will enforce the State law(s) 

pertaining to this activity. 

 

Background  

The City of Pasadena does not have jurisdiction over wild animals found within its boundaries, nor is the 

City responsible for the actions or damage caused by them. These animals are a common and an integral 

part of our ecosystem, biosphere and the circle of life. The Pasadena Humane Society is tasked to 

address the compassion and care of all animals. The City’s contract obligates PHS to address problems 

arising from domestic stray dogs and to enforce associated laws. To a small degree, the scope of services 

that PHS provides related to responsible pet ownership includes deploying strategies to minimize 

interactions between domestic animals and wildlife, and protecting humans from hazards associated 

with wildlife interactions.      

 

The Pasadena Humane Society does not provide field response to calls for service for normal wildlife 

behavior, such as sightings. These calls are recorded and documented. PHS does respond to calls which 

involve sick or injured coyotes, and coyotes that jeopardize public safety, such as a coyote threatening 

people in a yard, park, playground, or school.  PHS is available to advise residents on how to implement 
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prevention measures to minimize interactions with wildlife, and how to keep wildlife wild through 

hazing.   

 

Difficulties Managing Wildlife  

Pasadena places a high value on its wildlife, but some species adapted to urban environments have the 

potential for problems or conflicts in certain situations. When addressing wildlife problems, the City 

relies on policies that support prevention and implementation of corrective measures that do not harm 

the wildlife or their habitats.  In instances where wildlife pose a risk to the health and safety of humans, 

lethal control measures may be utilized to remove the threat as a last resort in the tiered response 

process.  All actions for animal removal and/or euthanasia are conducted in a humane manner in 

conformity with State and local laws.  These activities are conducted by qualified individuals certified 

and licensed to do so by the State of California, or under the authority of the California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife.   

 

A wildlife problem is defined as an event or series of events that impact the health or safety of  

members of the community. In cases where problems with wildlife are associated with human behavior 

such as leaving garbage exposed or intentional wildlife feeding, ordinances and enforcement may be 

enacted.  

 

Legal considerations associated with wildlife management include the following: 

 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS (CCR) 

14 CCR, SECTION 251.1 HARASSMENT OF ANIMALS 

Except as otherwise authorized in these regulations or in the Fish and Game Code, no person 

shall harass, herd or drive any game or nongame bird or mammal or furbearing mammal. For 

the purposes of this section, harass is defined as an intentional act which disrupts an animal's 

normal behavior patterns, which includes, but is not limited to, breeding, feeding or sheltering. 

This section does not apply to a landowner or tenant who drives or herds birds or mammals 

for the purpose of preventing damage to private or public property, including aquaculture and 

agriculture crops. 

14 CCR, SECTION 251.3 PROHIBITION AGAINST FEEDING BIG GAME MAMMALS 

No person shall knowingly feed big game mammals, as defined in Section 350 of these 

regulations. 

14 CCR, SECTION 350 BIG GAME DEFINED 

“Big game” means the following: deer (genus Odocoileus), elk (genus Cervus), pronghorn 

antelope (genus Antilocarpa), wild pig (feral pigs, European wild pigs and their hybrids (genus 

Sus), black bear (genus Ursus) and Nelson bighorn sheep (subspecies Ovis canadensis nelsoni) 

in the areas described in subsection 4902(b) of the Fish and Game Code. 
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14 CCR, SECTION 465.5(G)(1) USE OF TRAPS/IMMEDIATE DISPATCH OR RELEASE 

All furbearing and nongame mammals that are legal to trap must be immediately killed or 

released. Unless released, trapped animals shall be killed by shooting where local ordinances, 

landowners, and safety permit. This regulation does not prohibit employees of federal, state, 

or local government from using chemical euthanasia to dispatch trapped animals. 

CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME CODE (FGC) 

FGC, SECTION 4152(A) 

Except as provided in Section 4005, nongame mammals and black-tailed jackrabbits, 

muskrats, subspecies of red fox that are not the native Sierra Nevada red fox (Vulpes vulpes 

necator), and red fox squirrels that are found to be injuring growing crops or other property 

may be taken at any time or in any manner in accordance with this code and regulations 

adopted pursuant to this code by the owner or tenant of the premises or employees and agents 

in immediate possession of written permission from the owner or tenant thereof. They may 

also be taken by officers or employees of the Department of Food and Agriculture or by federal, 

county, or city officers or employees when acting in their official capacities pursuant to the 

Food and Agricultural Code pertaining to pests, or pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with 

Section 6021) of Chapter 9 of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Food and Agricultural Code. Persons 

taking mammals in accordance with this section are exempt from Section 3007, except when 

providing trapping services for a fee. Raw furs, as defined in Section 4005, that are taken under 

this section, shall not be sold. 

FGC, SECTION 4152(B) 

Traps used pursuant to this section shall be inspected and all animals in the traps shall be 

removed at least once daily. The inspection and removal shall be done by the person who sets 

the trap or the owner of the land where the trap is set or an agent of either. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE (LACC) 

LACC, SECTION 10.84.010 PROVIDING FOOD FOR CERTAIN RODENTS OR PREDATOR ANIMALS 

PROHIBITED  

A. It is unlawful to feed a nondomesticated rodent or nondomesticated mammalian predator as 

defined in this section, unless:  

1. The person is the owner of the animal and the animal is kept in accordance with the 

requirements of the State Department of Fish and Wildlife; or 

2. After notifying the responsible agency to pick up the animal, the person provides food to 

a trapped or injured animal. 

B. For purposes of this chapter:  

1. "Rodent" includes ground squirrels; 

2. "Mammalian predators" include coyotes, raccoons, foxes and opossums. 

C. A violation of this section is a misdemeanor. 
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PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE (PMC) 

PMC, SECTION 6.32.110 FEEDING OF NONDOMESTICATED MAMMALIAN PREDATORS 

Except as provided for in this chapter, no person shall feed or in any manner provide food for 

one or more nondomesticated mammalian predators which is not under the ownership or 

legal possession of such person, including but not limited to, coyotes, raccoons, foxes and 

possums. 

A person may feed or provide food for one or more such nondomesticated mammalian 

predators which is trapped, unweaned or injured during that period of time between the 

person notifying the police department of the city and the animal or animals being picked up 

by the city or its designated agent. 

PMC, SECTION 6.36.020 PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO CAPTURE DOGS 

The chief of police, the officers of the police department, the poundmaster, the deputy 

poundmaster or any person employed for that purpose by the board of directors shall be, and 

such person hereby is, authorized and directed to capture any dog or other stray animal, wild 

or domestic, found within the city not restricted or confined as required by the provision 

of Section 6.12.010 or by any order of the board of directors made pursuant to Section 

6.36.120. Should he be unable to capture a dog or other stray animal, wild or domestic, of 

vicious and dangerous habits he is authorized to then and there kill and destroy such dog, or 

other stray animal, wild or domestic. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the poundmaster is the Pasadena Humane Society and the board 

of directors is the Pasadena City Council. 

In some cases, particular or traditional management tools are ineffective. Relocation of animals is not 

ecologically sound and is not allowed in California without permission from the California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (DFW). Generally, relocated animals do not survive the transfer. When they do, they 

rarely stay in the relocation area. They tend to disperse to other locations where they may cause 

problems, be involved in territory disputes or introduce disease. In some instances, the relocated 

animals, notably coyotes, will go to great lengths to return to their previous territory and can adversely 

affect residents. For these reasons, the DFW rarely allows relocation of wildlife.  
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SECTION I: COYOTE MANAGEMENT   
Coyotes are originally native to California and several other western states. Due to their intelligence, 

adaptability, the decline of larger animals and urban sprawl, coyotes have successfully expanded their 

range. They are now found in all states except Hawaii and have successfully established themselves in 

every urban ecosystem across North America. It is not economically, ecologically or in other ways 

efficient to attempt to remove all coyotes from the urban ecosystem. Attempts made by the Local, State 

and Federal agencies as well as private organizations over the past century to eradicate coyotes has 

proven to be ineffective.  

 

What role do coyotes play in the environment?  

Coyotes play an important role in the urban ecosystem. They are predators of geese, eggs, squirrels, 

mice, rabbits, rats, gophers and other small animals. Rodents make up a majority of their diet.  

 

How do humans perceive coyotes?  

People respond to coyotes in various ways. Some observe them with enjoyment, others with 

indifference and some with fear or concern. Personal experiences with coyotes may influence their 

perceptions. Experiences range from animal sightings without incident to stalking, killing of pets or, at 

the extreme, an attack on a person.  

 

Because wild animals conjure up fear, actual sightings and perceptions may become exaggerated or 

misconstrued (see Appendix A for definitions of types of coyote encounters). The wide range in 

perceptions of urban coyotes from Pasadena residents supports the need for strong and consistent 

educational messages to clarify management techniques.  

 

Have coyote numbers increased in Pasadena?  

Without tracking and updated inventories, it is difficult to know if the number of coyotes has increased 

in an area. What is known is that coyotes can become habituated if they are intentionally or 

unintentionally fed, which can lead to bolder behavior when coyotes lose their fear of people.  

 

Coyotes, like all predators, will stabilize their populations if they are not constantly exploited. In general, 

coyotes regularly roam an area of about 2-5 square miles or whatever it takes to get enough food for 

the pack members. Normally, each pack is a territorial family group that varies in number from 3 to 10 

individuals. A portion of the area the pack inhabits is the pack’s territory, which they defend from other 

coyotes. The number of mature coyotes in the pack is linked to the amount of food resources in the 

territory. The pack system keeps coyotes from getting too numerous because the packs defend the area 

they need to survive.  
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A coyote pack usually has one breeding (or alpha) female. This female produces more pups than are 

ultimately wanted in the pack. Young coyotes may leave the pack at about 9-11 months of age but 

dispersal patterns are highly variable. These coyotes become transients. Other types of transients 

include older individuals that can no longer defend their role as upper level pack members and leave the 

pack.  

 

Transients move all over in narrow undefended zones that exist between pack territories searching for 

an open habitat to occupy or group to join. They often die before they succeed (many are hit by cars). It 

is largely because of these transients, that coyote eradication programs are unsuccessful.  

 

Removing a group of territorial coyotes will create an undefended area into which the transient coyotes 

will flow. At all times of the year, numbers of transients are immediately available to replenish any voids 

created by killing the resident coyotes. Further, if either the alpha male or alpha female in a pack is 

killed, the resulting effect may be ovulation in other breeding-age females in the pack and an increase in 

the number of litters as well as the number of pups per litter.  

 

MONITORING AND COLLECTING DATA  

Monitoring and data collection are critical components of an effective coyote management plan. This is 

best accomplished with input from both residents and city officials. The City of Pasadena Citizen Service 

Center records and tracks coyote sightings and encounters.  Information can be submitted using the 

online reporting system https://www.cityofpasadena.net/citizen-service-center/submit-a-request/ or by 

calling (626) 744-7311. 

 

The purpose of monitoring human-coyote interactions is to document where coyotes are frequently 

seen and to identify human-coyote conflict hotspots. Gathering specific data on interactions will allow 

for targeting of educational campaigns and conflict mitigation efforts, as well as the ability to measure 

success in reducing conflicts over time.  

 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH  

Education is the key to having residents make appropriate decisions regarding their safety, or managing 

their property and pets. This involves decreasing attractants, increasing pet safety and creating 

reasonable expectations of normal coyote behavior.  

 

Learning how to respond to a coyote encounter empowers residents and supports reshaping undesired 

coyote behavior. The public should understand what normal coyote behavior is when living in close 

proximity with coyotes. For example, vocalization is normal acceptable behavior and does not indicate 

aggression. Education and outreach include:  

 

a) Understanding human safety, pet safety, coyote attractants, and deterrents to coyotes on 

private property, including appropriate fencing, exclusion techniques, “what to do” tips and 

appropriate hazing techniques.  

 

b) Developing a common language and awareness of normal versus abnormal behavior when 

discussing encounters with coyotes (see definitions in Appendix A).  
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c) Disseminating information to residents, businesses and schools through the city’s website, KPAS, 

media, fliers/handouts, mailers, etc.  

 

d) Cooperating with organizations and agencies like the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

that provide public education materials, programs, and expertise.  

COYOTE ATTRACTANTS IN URBAN AREAS  

Coyotes are drawn to urban and suburban areas for the following reasons:  

 

1. Food. Urban areas provide a bounty of natural food choices for coyotes, who primarily eat 

rodents such as mice and rats. However, coyotes can be further attracted into suburban 

neighborhoods by human-associated food such as pet food, unsecured compost or trash, and 

fallen fruit in yards. Intentional and unintentional feeding can lead coyotes to associate humans 

with sources of food, which can result in negative interactions among coyotes, people and pets.  

To reduce food attractants in urban and suburban areas:  

a. Never hand-feed or otherwise deliberately feed a coyote.  

b. Avoid feeding pets outside. Remove sources of pet food and water. If feeding pets 

outside is necessary, remove the bowl and any leftover food promptly.  

c. Never compost any meat or dairy (unless the compost is fully secured).  

d. Maintain good housekeeping, such as regularly raking areas around bird feeders, to help 

discourage coyote activity near residences.  

e. Remove fallen fruit from the ground.  

f. Keep trash in high-quality containers with tight-fitting lids. Only place the cans curbside 

the morning of collection. If left out overnight, trash cans are more likely to be tipped 

over and broken into.  

g. Bag attractive food wastes such as meat scraps or leftover pet food. If it is several days 

before garbage will be picked up, freeze temporarily or take to a dumpster or other 

secure storage container.  

 

2. Water. Urban areas provide a year-round supply of water in the form of storm water 

impoundments and channels, artificial lakes, irrigation, pet water dishes, etc., which support 

both coyotes and their prey. In dry conditions, water can be as alluring as food, so remove water 

bowls set outside for pets and make watering cans unavailable.  

 

3. Access to shelter. Parks, greenbelts, open spaces, golf courses, buildings, sheds, decks and crawl 

spaces, etc., increase the amount and variability of cover for coyotes. They allow coyotes to 

safely and easily remain close to people, pets, homes and businesses without detection.  

a. In the spring, when coyotes give birth and begin to raise young, they concentrate their 

activities around dens or burrows in which their young are sheltered. Coyotes may take 

advantage of available spaces under sheds or decks for use as a den, bringing them into 

close contact with people and pets. Eliminate access points by making structural repairs 

where necessary and securing screen or grates to crawl spaces to deter coyotes from 

these areas. 

b. Trim shrubbery and trees to limit areas where coyotes can create resting spaces away 

from public view. 
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4. Unattended Pets. Pets are a normal part of an urban landscape. Within their territory, coyotes 

may consider pets as potential prey or potential competitors.  

a. Free-roaming pets.  Free-roaming cats and small dogs may attract coyotes into 

neighborhoods. The best way to minimize risk to pets is to not leave them outside 

unattended.  

 

b. Cats. Coyotes primarily eat small mammals such as mice and rats, but will also prey on 

slightly larger mammals such as rabbits and groundhogs. Approximately the same size as 

a groundhog or rabbit, free-roaming outdoor cats may also be seen as eligible prey by 

coyotes. It is important to note that attacks on cats are normal coyote behavior and do 

not indicate a danger for people. The only way to protect cats from coyotes (and the 

other dangers of outdoor life such as cars, disease, dogs and other wildlife) is to keep 

cats indoors (or only let them outside in a secure enclosure or when accompanied by a 

person and under the control of a leash and harness).  

 

c. Feral cats. People who feed feral cats are often concerned that coyotes might prey on 

the cats. These concerns are well founded, as coyotes can be attracted to the outdoor 

pet food. Although there is no sure way to protect feral cats from coyotes, the following 

tips can be helpful:  
 

i. Feed cats only during the day and at a set time.  Pick up leftovers immediately.  

ii. Provide escape routes for cats.  

iii. Haze coyotes seen on the property (see Appendix C). Making them feel 

uncomfortable will encourage them to stay out of the area.  
 

Note that maintaining feral cat colonies may contribute to other public health risks.  It is 

recommended that individuals follow the guidance of the Humane Society of the United 

States:  http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/feral_cats/qa/feral_cat_FAQs.html 

 

d. Dogs.  Dogs are also vulnerable to coyote confrontations. These interactions generally 

involve coyotes who are accustomed or habituated to people, usually due to wildlife 

feeding, or coyotes who are protecting their territory and pups during breeding season.  

i. Small, unattended dogs may be seen as potential prey for coyotes. It is important 

to either keep dogs on a leash six feet in length or shorter when outdoors or to 

stay within six feet of them when outside. Coyotes may view a dog on a leash 

longer than six feet as an unattended pet. Attacks on unattended, small dogs are 

normal coyote behavior and do not indicate a danger for people.  

ii. Although attacks on larger dogs are less common, coyotes will sometimes go 

after a large dog when they feel that their territory is threatened. This generally 

occurs during the coyote breeding season, which takes place from January 

through March. During this time, it is especially important not to let dogs outside 

unattended and to keep them on short leashes when in public areas.  

 

Other domestic animals kept outside, such as chickens and rabbits, may also be viewed as prey by 

coyotes. Protect poultry or other outdoor animals from coyotes, and other predators, with protective 

fencing, by ensuring that they are confined in sturdy cages or pens each evening. Residents are 
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encouraged to use the Yard Audit Checklist (Appendix D) as a tool to help recognize and remove 

attractants in their yards and neighborhoods.  

 

While human attacks are very rare, urban landscape development, habituation through intentional and 

unintentional feeding, pet-related interactions and media attention have led some urban residents to 

fear coyotes. Steps must be taken to address safety concerns and misconceptions and appropriate 

responses to potential threats to human safety. It’s important to keep in mind that coyotes have been in 

and around Pasadena (and other parts of Southern California) for a very long time.  

 

HAZING AND BEHAVIORAL CHANGE  

Some coyotes have become too comfortable in the close proximity of people. To safely coexist, it is 

important to modify this behavior and attitude in resident coyote populations. Habituated coyote 

behavior needs to be reshaped to encourage coyotes to avoid contact with humans and pets.  Residents 

are encouraged to participate in hazing as coyote encounters can occur at any time.  Being prepared to 

keep coyotes fearful of human populations at any moment of an encounter is critical in protecting 

humans as well as coyotes from future harm.  

 

Hazing – also known as “fear conditioning” - is the process that facilitates this behavior change and is by 

necessity a community response to negative encounters with coyotes. The more often an individual 

animal is hazed, the more effective hazing is in changing coyote behavior (see Appendix C for coyote 

hazing overview).  

 

Goals of Hazing  

The goals of hazing are to:  

• Reshape coyote behavior to avoid human contact in an urban setting.  

• Give residents tools to actively engage in reshaping coyote behavior and to support feeling safe 

in their parks and neighborhoods.  

• Model hazing behavior and share accurate information about coyotes with other residents, 

friends and family.  

 

Hazing Process  

Human behavior can shape animal behavior, in either a negative or positive manner. People living in 

close proximity to coyotes can remove coyote attractants, identify potentially dangerous situations for 

their pets and themselves, and respond in a manner designed to change coyote behavior.  

 

Behavioral change and hazing includes the following:  

a) Pet owners need to protect pets. Off-leash and unattended dogs and cats, as well as pet food, 

can attract coyotes.  

b) Residents need to learn hazing effectiveness and techniques. A hazing program must be 

instituted and maintained on a regular basis.  

c) Hazing needs to be active for a sustained period of time to achieve the desired change for the 

highest possible long-term success.  

d) Hazing requires monitoring to assess its effectiveness and to determine if further action or more 

aggressive hazing is needed.  

 

Overview of Hazing  
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Hazing is a process whereby individuals encountering a coyote respond to make a coyote uncomfortable 

so it will leave the location.  

 

Basic hazing consists of standing your ground, never ignoring or turning your back to a coyote, yelling 

and making unpleasant and frightening noises until the animal or animals choose to leave.  

 

More aggressive hazing consists of approaching an animal quickly and aggressively, throwing projectiles, 

spraying with a hose or water gun, or creating fear of contact so the animal leaves the situation. For 

more options see Appendix C on hazing.  

 

Hazing must continue once it begins until the animal leaves the immediate area, otherwise, the coyote 

will learn to “wait” until the person gives up. Not following through with hazing will create an animal 

more resistant to hazing instead of reinforcing the image that “people are scary.”  

 

Hazing should never injure the animal. An injured animal becomes less predictable versus a normal, 

healthy one who responds in a consistent and predictable manner to hazing.  

 

A common concern with hazing involves potential danger to the hazer. A coyote’s basic nature is very 

skittish and the nature of the species is what makes this technique successful. A normal, healthy coyote 

will not escalate a situation with an aggressive person. Hazing is NOT successful with every species of 

wild animal because different types of animals have different traits.  

 

ENFORCEMENT  

The act of feeding wildlife is known to lead to an increase in wildlife activity. Feeding can attract coyotes 

and their prey to an area leading to an increased likelihood of creating a habituated coyote(s) resulting 

in increases in coyote and human interactions. California law prohibits feeding wildlife. Pasadena Police 

Department and the Pasadena Humane Society will strictly enforce the State law(s) pertaining to this 

activity.  

 

COYOTE RESPONSE PLAN 

A detailed tiered response plan has been developed to provide a mechanism for identifying and 

classifying different levels of human and coyote interactions. Various types of coyote interactions are 

defined in Appendix A.  Appendix B provides a chart describing coyote behavior, and for each type of 

behavior describes the threat level and recommended response. 

 

Coyote Abatement 

Following the above tiered plan, it may become necessary to take steps for coyote abatement, also 

known as lethal control.  If a coyote, or other wild animal, is injured or ill where they are no longer 

mobile, the Pasadena Humane Society will ensure animal removal and treatment and/or euthanasia.  

When it is determined that conditions exist that pose a threat to human health or safety, the City will 

enact steps to also remove the animal.  It is critical to note that wildlife removal is never taken lightly 

and that it is a serious decision.  The mere presence of a coyote, or even the presence of a coyote which 

looks ill (mange, etc.) does not mandate lethal control of the animal. Lethal responses (coyote removal) 

should be considered only in the event of an unprovoked, confirmed attack on a human. Lethal control 

programs may seem a like a quick fix to problems among coyotes, people and pets. However, removal 

programs are not effective in reducing coyote populations or addressing the root causes of conflicts. 
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Coyote removal programs are costly (due to the difficulty of catching coyotes) and controversial among 

the public. 

 

When implementing lethal control, it is extremely difficult to ensure that problem-causing coyote(s) will 

be the ones located and killed. Since firearms are usually unsafe to use in urban and suburban areas, 

traps (which are by design non-selective for particular coyotes) are generally the method used. Because 

coyotes are so intelligent and wary of human scent, it is very difficult to catch any coyote in a trap, 

including the problem-causing coyote. Research has shown that when lethally controlled, coyotes 

exhibit a “rebound effect” (a surge in their reproductive rates), allowing for quick regeneration of their 

population numbers. The disruption of their family group structure leads to an increase in the number of 

females breeding in the population, and the increase in available resources leads to larger litter sizes, 

earlier breeding ages among females and higher survival rates among pups.  

 

Lethal responses (coyote removal) should be considered only in the event of an unprovoked, confirmed 

attack on a human. If implemented, lethal control efforts should focus on the offending coyote(s) only if 

possible, rather than the coyote population at large. This requires significant surveillance efforts to make 

sure that the correct animal(s) is targeted and removed. 

 

Lethal control should be considered as only one of a suite of management interventions (e.g. removal of 

attractants, hazing, etc.) that involve an array of humane and non-lethal measures. It is worth remarking 

that if non-lethal control techniques are effective enough to reduce human-coyote interactions and 

conflicts to acceptable levels, then the lethal control limited option may remain in the toolbox without 

being used. 

The decision to abate would be recommended by the City of Pasadena Director of Public Health and the 

Poundmaster, currently contracted to the Pasadena Humane Society.  Consultation with the Police 

and/or Fire Chiefs would also be a consideration.  The recommendation to abate would be made by the 

Director of Public Health to the City Manager, who would approve/deny the plan to proceed with 

abatement.   

Abatement would be conducted by representatives of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, or 

a state licensed animal trapping agent under contract with the City of Pasadena.  Abatement occurs 

within a species and will continue in one-week intervals until the problem is demonstrated to have been 

removed.  Coyotes are not allowed to be relocated (State law) so all trapped coyotes will be humanely 

euthanized.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION II: BEAR AWARENESS     
Black bears are recognized as an important component of California’s ecosystems.  Data indicates that 

California’s bear population has increased in recent years. Black bears are being observed in areas 

where they were not seen 50 years ago along the Central Coast and transverse mountain ranges of 

Southern California. Between 17,000 and 23,000 black bears are now estimated to occupy 52,000 

square miles in California. Black bears occupy a variety of habitats; however, bear populations are 

densest in forested areas with a wide variety of seral stages.  

Habitats with both vegetative and structural diversity provide alternate food resources when other 

foods are in short supply. Black bears have been found to den in slash piles, under large rocks, and even 

on open ground.  Bears have become comfortable creating a den under homes or decking.  Habitat loss 

is the leading threat to wildlife populations in California. Over half of the suitable black bear habitat in 

California is in public ownership of which an estimated 10 percent is managed as either a wilderness or 

park. Current ownership patterns allow large blocks of habitat to remain undeveloped and core areas 

within these blocks where bears encounter few humans.  

The mixed-Chaparral/Coastal Sage Scrub/Desert scrub habitats that dominate the San Gabriel 

Mountains are sub-optimal habitats for bears, but they are very adaptive animals.  This is one of the 

reasons that we have seen a spike in the bear population in the San Gabriel foothills.  Urban habitats are 

actually superior to those in the Angeles National Forest.  It is much easier for bears to make a living in 

communities with unlimited food, water and shelter.  Because of the mild winters and year-round food 

sources, black bears in Southern California do not hibernate in the same way that bears do in Northern 

California.  They become less active and they retreat back into the forest more; but they can still remain 

fully awake and forage throughout the winter months. 

Why do bears lose their fear of humans? 

Bears have acute eyesight and hearing. Their sense of smell is seven times greater than that of a 

bloodhound. They have a keen ability to detect pet food, garbage, barbecue grills and bird feeders—and 

once they locate a food source, they remember where it is. 

Bears are normally wary of people, but if a bear finds food without getting frightened away, he may 

come back for more. Each time this happens, he can become less fearful—and this habituation can lead 

to problems. Conflicts can heighten during their late summer/early fall feeding frenzy in which bears 

bulk up for hibernation, gaining 3-4 pounds and consuming 20,000 calories a day. 

Bears can lose their fear of people. These are most often young males—young bears who have just 

dispersed from their mothers and are still learning how to obtain food—and mothers with young cubs. 

In many states, nuisance bears easily found food in yards and dumpsters, and were subsequently killed 
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or trapped and moved far away in hopes that they do not return. Note that a bear’s eyesight is limited, 

as they utilize their sense of smell to identify food sources.  Therefore it is critical to remove these 

sources of smells to prevent bears from occupying residential property.   

PREVENTING CONFLICTS WITH BEARS 

To avoid habituating the bears in the area, follow these tips: 

•••• Never intentionally feed a black bear.  This is against the law, is dangerous, and incentivizes the 

bear’s presence on the property. 

•••• Make trash cans inaccessible and clean. Bring them inside at night or buy a bear-resistant trash 

can or an enclosure for the container. Thoroughly clean and disinfect garbage cans weekly.   

•••• Enclose your compost pile. Open compost piles, especially those that include kitchen scraps, are 

an irresistible treat in bear country. Burying compost will not work because bears easily find and 

dig it up. 

•••• Recycle wisely. If recyclables are stored outside, use enclosed bins.  Persistent bears will break 

into even ruggedly built containers. 

•••• Keep your barbecue grill clean and as free of drippings as possible. Move the grill away from 

the house when not in use, and clean it regularly with ammonia or bleach (do not combine 

these products). 

•••• Rethink bird feeders. In the summer, birds can make do with naturally available foods. For 

those who do set up feeders, they should be installed away from the house, as bears will climb 

fences and damage property to reach outdoor bird feeders. 

 

Communities experiencing bear problems can take steps such as finding people who knowingly or 

unknowingly feed bears, requiring bear-resistant trash cans, distributing educational flyers.  The 

Pasadena Humane Society will provide guidance for residents who encounter bears on their property.    

ENCOUNTERING A BLACK BEAR 

If a black bear is seen in one’s yard, residents need not fear the worst. A youngster may simply be 

passing through in search of a home of his own, or an adult may be checking out an enticing smell or 

interesting sound. Usually when a bear finds out there are people around, it will head for the hills, never 

to be seen again. 

If one does encounter a bear, guidance includes to remain calm and remember that the bear is likely 

more scared of the person than the person is of the bear. Attacks by black bears on people are very rare 

and most black bears can be easily scared away with the following approach: 

• Stand and face the bear directly. Never run away from or approach him. 

• Make oneself look as big as possible by spreading one’s arms or, better yet, a coat. 

• Make as much noise as possible by yelling, banging pots and pans or using other noisemaking 

devices. 

• After the bear leaves, remove whatever attracted him to the location (barbecue grill, bird 

feeder, pet food or garbage) to prevent its return. 

• If the bear approaches and the person has bear spray, spray the bear as he approaches (follow 

manufacturer’s instructions). 
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• In the very rare case that a black bear does attack, fight back (do not play dead). 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS 

People have little to fear in terms of catching diseases or parasites from bears. As warm-blooded 

animals, bears can get rabies, but it is very rare. There are no known cases of a person catching rabies 

from a bear. The primary human health concern would be external parasites that they carry (fleas, ticks, 

lice, mites) and could be passed on to humans/pets through close contact to the animal or its bedding 

area.  It is recommended that prevent this exposure that precautions be taken such as application of 

flea/tick control medications for pets.    
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SECTION III: COUGAR AWARENESS    
Once robust, populations of cougars (also known as mountain lions or pumas) have declined drastically 

across most of their range in the Americas. The population decline is due to the impact of extensive 

hunting and predator control, in addition to continued habitat loss and fragmentation. Cougars are 

secretive and rarely seen, adapting even to extensive human encroachment into their territories. 

 

Understanding cougars and their habits, along with recognizing that they are our wild neighbors is the 

first step toward co-existing with them. Simply seeing a cougar, or signs that a cougar was in the area, is 

not reason for alarm. 

 

PREVENTING CONFLICTS WITH COUGARS 

For those who live in or near cougar habitat, making a few changes to the landscape and human 

behavior can significantly reduce chances of drawing in unwanted wild visitors—not only cougars, but 

also bears, coyotes, and wolves. 

• Store trash in clean, well-secured containers. Wash trash cans to avoid attracting potential 

prey species such as raccoons. 

• Do not leave pet food outside. Either feed pets indoors or remove food immediately after 

they have eaten. 

• Do not feed deer or other wildlife that may attract cougars. 

• Do not compost meat scraps or other foods that would attract cougars or their prey. 

• Trim vegetation around your house to avoid providing concealment for cougars as they rely 

on cover to ambush their prey. The yard need not be completely barren, but it should not 

include dense underbrush that would allow a cougar to hide undetected. 

• Seal open areas under structures like porches, sheds and decks that can provide shelter for 

cougars or their prey. 

• Install lighting or motion-sensor lighting in dark areas around the home to deter cougars 

and other wildlife. 

 

PROTECTING PETS 

Cougars pose only a small risk to pets, but those risks can be minimized with some common sense and 

preventative measures: 

• Keep cats indoors and always supervise small pets when outside, especially from dusk to 

dawn. Be aware that cougars can jump 18 feet, so most fences will not protect unsupervised 

pets outside. 

• Keep small pets such as rabbits or guinea pigs inside or in a secure enclosure that is covered 

on top. 

• Minimize brush and cover in your yard that can provide hiding places for cougars. 



 

City of Pasadena Urban Wildlife Management Plan  Page 18 of 31 

 

• Walk dogs on a leash 6 feet long or less. 

 

RECREATION IN COUGAR AREAS 

When living or engaging in recreational activity (such as hiking or horseback riding) in areas with cougar 

populations, the best way to prevent a conflict with a cougar is to take a few extra precautions: 

• Take a friend with you; avoid venturing into cougar country alone. 

• Be aware of one’s surroundings (i.e. do not wear headphones). 

• Bring a whistle or an air horn that could help scare away wild animals one may encounter. 

• Keep children under the age of 16 years close and do not allow young children to play 

outdoors unsupervised. Walk with children between two adults or hold them by the hand. 

• Keep your dog on a leash 6 feet long or less. 

 

ENCOUNTERING A COUGAR 

Below are some tips to remain safe if encountering a cougar: 

• Do not run! Running will provoke the predatory chasing behavior of cougars, as it would 

with other predators such as bears, coyotes, and wolves. 

• Pick up small children or pets that are with you. 

• Directly face the cougar, but look at the cougar’s feet, not directly into their eyes, to avoid 

appearing aggressive. 

• If the cougar displays aggressive behavior try to appear larger—raise your arms or open 

your jacket over your head. 

• Make noise by yelling, blowing a whistle or an air horn. 

• If you have an umbrella, quickly open and close it while facing the cougar. 

• Do not approach the cougar. Give it ample space to run away – do not corner it. 

• If there are cubs, be careful not to get between them and their mother. 

 

If a cougar attacks 

In the very rare event that you are attacked by a cougar, fight back in any way that you can. People have 

stopped attacks by hitting the cougar with sticks, their hands, baseball caps, and garden tools. 

There are no repellents that have been registered for use on cougars, but pepper (capsaicin) sprays sold 

to deter attacks by dogs, bears and people or even a fire extinguisher may be effective. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS 

Cougars do not carry any diseases that are a known threat to public health, but like any mammals they 

can contract and then transmit rabies through a bite. However, the risk of contracting rabies from a 

cougar is very small.   The primary human health concern would be external parasites that they carry 

(fleas, ticks, lice, mites) and could be passed on to humans/pets through close contact to the animal or 

its bedding area.  It is recommended that prevent this exposure that precautions be taken such as 

application of flea/tick control medications for pets.    
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SECTION IV: ZOONOTIC DISEASE AND LOCAL WILDLIFE  
Wildlife such as opossums, raccoons, skunks, bobcats, and bats are known to frequent the San Gabriel 

Valley foothills and stray or settle into residential areas looking for urban sources of food.  Preventing 

intrusion of these animals is consistent with measures for other animals (see Appendix D).   Some of 

these wild animals can carry diseases that can be a threat to human health.   

Zoonotic diseases are infections or diseases caused by viruses, bacteria, parasites, and fungi that can be 

transmitted from animals to humans.  For more information visit the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) website at https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-diseases.html. 

RABIES 

Rabies is a viral disease that causes progressive, fatal problems to the central nervous system. Rabies is 

almost always caused by the bite of a rabid animal. Human rabies is rare in the United States, and there 

have been no reported human rabies cases in California in many years.  However, rabies is occasionally 

identified in wild animals in California.  All mammals can be infected with rabies. In California the most 

common rabies carriers are bats, but rabies is found in other wild animals such as skunks, coyotes, foxes, 

and wolves. Other animals capable of transmitting rabies include bobcats, mongooses, ferrets, feral cats, 

opossums, and even domestic farm animals.  

Domestic animals (pets) can also get rabies. Cats, dogs, and cattle are the most commonly reported 

rabid domestic animals. Small rodents (such as squirrels, rats, mice, hamsters, guinea pigs, gerbils, and 

chipmunks) and lagomorphs (such as rabbits and hares) are almost never found to be infected with 

rabies and have not been known to cause rabies among humans in the United States, but they may carry 

other diseases.  

Humans contract rabies when the bite of an infected animal breaks the skin. It is also possible, but rare, 

to acquire the disease when saliva that contains the virus enters via an open wound or mucous 

membranes (i.e. eyes, nose, or mouth). Person-to-person transmission of rabies is rare and not well 

documented. The symptoms of rabies can vary and there is no single symptom that consistently 

suggests rabies. Typically, patients first experience flulike symptoms including fever, headache, and 

fatigue about 4 to 8 weeks after exposure to the virus. Other symptoms can include tingling, itching, or 

numbness at the bite site; difficulty walking, speaking, or swallowing; and lapses of consciousness, 

confusion, and agitation. People with rabies may become comatose and die, usually due to cardiac 

failure, without preventive medical intervention. Current treatments have not been shown to be 

effective once symptoms occur.  

In general, signs of rabies in animals differ by species and stage of the disease. The most obvious sign of 

rabies is abnormal behavior, including:  
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• Wild animals acting unusually friendly or tame and readily approaching people.  

• Animals that are normally nocturnal are active during the daytime. 

• Bats that cannot fly or have been caught by a dog or cat.  

• Pets that have difficulty walking, eating, or drinking, or whose personalities change.  

• Dogs that have foaming at the mouth. 

 

Although the majority of rabies cases occur in wildlife, people are more likely to acquire the disease 

from domestic animals due to greater interaction. Therefore, pets should receive vaccination against 

rabies. All dogs over the age of 4 months are required by the State of California to be immunized, and all 

cats are recommended to be vaccinated against rabies.  

If bitten by a wild or rabid animal, one should immediately wash the bite site with soap and warm water 

and seek immediate medical attention. If bitten by a dog or cat suspected to be infected with rabies, 

one should immediately wash the wound with warm water and soap. The dog or cat should be 

evaluated by a veterinarian and seek medical advice about the need for anti-rabies prophylaxis.  

Any pet that is bitten or scratched by a wild, carnivorous mammal or a bat should be regarded as having 

been exposed to rabies. Unvaccinated pets that have been exposed to a rabid animal may need to be 

euthanized immediately. If owners are unwilling to have this done, the pet must be placed in strict 

isolation for 6 months and vaccinated 1 month before being released. Animals with expired vaccinations 

may need to be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Pets that are current on their vaccinations should be 

observed for 45 days. If a pet brings a wild animal home, no one should handle the animal. Residents 

should call the Pasadena Humane Society at (626) 792-7151 to request wild animal removal. 

These actions can protect people and pets from rabies:  

• Take your pet to a veterinarian on a regular basis to maintain up-to-date on rabies vaccinations.  

• Maintain control of pets by keeping them under direct supervision when they are out of the 

house.  

• Call the Pasadena Humane Society at (626) 792-7151 to remove all stray domesticated animals 

from your neighborhood since these animals may be unvaccinated or ill. Do not approach, 

handle, or attempt to feed any unfamiliar animals.  

• Discourage wild animals from foraging around the home by keeping the yard clean and free 

from any accessible food source (pet food, trash can, and fallen fruits).  

• Seal holes or gaps in your house where bats and other animals could enter and nest.   

LYME DISEASE 

Lyme disease is a bacterial, infectious disease found in certain infected ticks. The infected western 

blacklegged tick (or deer tick) spreads this disease on the West Coast. Lyme disease is transmitted by the 

bite of an infected tick. These ticks are smaller than the domestic pet tick. The tick has three life stages: 

larva, nymph, and adult. The larva and nymph feed on the blood of small rodents, rabbits, lizards, birds, 

and sometimes large mammals. Adults feed on the blood of large mammals, especially deer. Adult ticks 

measure between 1/6 and 1/8 inches in length and the nymphal form is <1mm or about the size of a 

poppy seed.  
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Ticks can attach to any part of the human body but are often found in hard-to-see areas such as the 

groin, armpits, and scalp. Infection with Lyme disease usually does not occur until the tick has been 

attached for 24 hours or more. Both the adults and nymphs can pass the disease to humans. Nymphs 

are more likely to spread Lyme disease because their small size makes them more difficult to spot. Ticks 

usually live in cool, moist areas, and can also be found around wild grasses and low vegetation in both 

rural and urban areas. Nymphs prefer low, moist vegetation like leaf piles and logs. 

Lyme disease can affect all parts of the body. The early stages usually begin with an expanding, red rash 

on the bite site, and look like a “bull’s-eye” or target. This rash, called erythema migrans (EM), appears 

about 3-32 days after the bite of an infected tick. One or more EM rashes can occur, not necessarily at 

the bite area. 

Flu-like symptoms also occur within the early stages. Chills, fever, headache, swollen lymph nodes, weak 

muscles, and heart irregularities are also early signs of Lyme disease.  

If left untreated, symptoms include:  

• EM on other parts of the body  

• Loss of facial muscle tone  

• Severe headaches and stiffness of neck  

• Pain and swelling in joints  

• Heart palpitations and dizziness  

• Shooting pains while sleeping  

 

Later symptoms may include arthritis or joint pains, neurologic problems, and heart problems.  When 

identified in the early stages, Lyme disease can be easily treated with oral antibiotics. Intravenous 

antibiotics may be necessary for patients with late symptoms of Lyme disease. 

 

Domestic animals may be infected with Lyme disease bacteria. Dogs are more likely to develop arthritis 

once affected with the disease. Although dogs and cats can get Lyme disease, there is no evidence that 

they spread the disease directly to humans. Pets can carry the infected tick into the home. Veterinary 

tick control products may help reduce ticks on pets.  

There is no proof that Lyme disease can be transmitted from one person to another. For example, 

touching, kissing, or having sex with someone infected with Lyme disease will not spread the disease. If 

Lyme disease is acquired during pregnancy, there have been rare incidences of risk of infection of the 

placenta and potential stillbirth. However, no negative effects on the fetus have been discovered when 

the mother undergoes proper antibiotic treatment. Additionally, there are no reports of Lyme disease 

transmission from breast milk. While there are no cases of Lyme disease acquired through blood 

transfusion, researchers have learned that the Lyme disease bacteria can live in stored blood for 

donation. Individuals undergoing antibiotic treatment for Lyme disease should not donate blood. 

Individuals who have completed antibiotic treatment may be considered as potential blood donors.  

Here are some recommendations to prevent Lyme Disease: 

• Check if you are visiting a high-risk area with a high number of reported cases 

https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/datasurveillance/index.html. 

• During the warmer seasons when tick nymphs feed, try to avoid moist and humid areas, woody 

and bushy areas, or areas with high grass and leaf piles.  

• Walk in the center of the trails. 
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•  If you are in an area with ticks, wear light- colored clothing so ticks can be seen more easily and 

removed before attaching.  

• Wear long pants and tuck them into boots or socks. Also, tuck shirts in. 

• Use insect repellant with DEET when out in tick-infested areas. Follow the instructions when 

applying insect repellant to the skin. Repellants with permethrin should only be applied to 

clothing. 

• Thoroughly check for ticks during and up to three days after activities in tick -infested areas. 

Remove any attached ticks promptly. 

• Consult your veterinarian for use of tick control products. Prompt removal of ticks can prevent 

transmission of the disease.  

 

Tick removal steps: 

1. Using fine-tipped tweezers, grasp the tick’s mouthparts as close to the skin as possible.  

2. Gently pull the tick straight out with a firm, steady motion.  

3. Wash your hands and the bite site with soap and water.  

4. Cleanse the bite area with an antiseptic. 

 

FLEA-BORNE TYPHUS 

Endemic Flea-borne Typhus Fever, also known as Murine Typhus or Flea-borne Typhus, is a disease 

caused by the bacteria, Rickettsia typhi (found in infected rat fleas) and Rickettsia felis (found in infected 

cat fleas). Typhus is known to be spread particularly in the Pasadena area and some other areas of Los 

Angeles County. Endemic typhus is contracted from infected flea bites. Fleas release the bacteria in their 

feces and defecate when they bite. Scratching the bite site allows the bacteria to enter the bloodstream. 

The bacteria can sometimes enter through the eyes, nose, or mouth. Rat fleas and some cat fleas can be 

infected with the bacterium that causes Endemic Typhus. Endemic typhus is not spread directly from 

person-to-person.  

The most common symptoms include a fever, headache, body aches, and chills. These occur about 6-14 

days after exposure to an infected flea. Skin rashes are also common. Most of the illnesses are mild and 

may be confused with other diseases. Hospitalization due to severe illness occurs in about 10% of 

patients. A specific blood test must be performed to diagnose the disease.  

Endemic typhus fever is treated with antibiotics. Most people recover within a few days of starting 

treatment. Healthcare providers will choose the appropriate antibiotic based on the symptoms and 

laboratory tests.  

In Pasadena and around Los Angeles County, the Norway rat, opossums, and cats can carry the fleas 

which can harbor the disease. These animals frequently come in contact with humans and may transmit 

the infected fleas onto humans and pets. The infected fleas may pass the disease to other fleas feeding 

on the same source. Fleas can also pass the bacteria to their offspring. Infected animals usually do not 

show symptoms of Endemic Typhus. Since pets and other animals usually do not show symptoms of the 

disease, it is better to keep the animals free from fleas to avoid any infection.  

When animals such as opossums and feral cats become pests, individuals should not attempt to capture 

and relocate these animals. This practice is a violation of the California Fish and Game laws and is 
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considered inhumane. Do not relocate the animals as this can only facilitate the spread the disease. 

Instead, please call the Pasadena Humane Society at (626) 792-7151 to report the animals.   Feeding 

feral cat colonies can contribute to this problem, so it is important to use best practices to limit 

problems (see page 10, feral cats).   

Below is a checklist to prevent endemic typhus: 

• Keep pets, yards, and homes free from fleas 

o Use a veterinarian approved flea control product on your pets and keep pets indoors 

o Use an EPA approved insect repellent that is labeled for use against fleas when outdoors 

o Use flea control mists, sprays, and powders in and around the home 

• Maintain yard and home clean and in good repair to discourage wild animals from entering and 

living in these areas 

o Remove cast-off items and fallen or overripe fruit from the yard 

o Elevate wood piles and rotate cut wood pieces often 

o Exclude wildlife from entering crawl spaces by covering or screening access points  

o Maintain lawn and vegetation trimmed and clear of debris 

o Store trash in a durable container with a tight-fitting lid 

o Feed pets indoors or remove bowl immediately after each feeding 

• Protect yourself when cleaning crawl spaces and other wildlife harborage areas by wearing 

gloves and a mask 
• Contact the Pasadena Humane Society at (626) 792-7151 to report a dead animal  
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APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS OF COYOTE INTERACTIONS 

Active Coexistence describes humans and coyotes existing together.  Communities identify open spaces 

where coyotes are appropriate and community members do not haze, feed, or interact with the animals 

while in these areas.  Residents take an active role in keeping coyotes in their community wild by 

learning about coyote ecology and behavior, removing attractants, taking responsibility for pet safety, 

and hazing coyotes when necessary. 

Attack means a human is injured or killed by a coyote. 

Attended Pet means a cat or dog that is kept inside, a cat or dog that is in a yard accompanied by a 

person, a cat that is outside accompanied by a person and under the control of a leash and harness, or a 

dog that is outside on a leash that is less than 6 feet in length. 

Encounter means an unexpected, direct meeting between a human and a coyote that is without 

incident. 

Hazing means the immediate use of deterrents to move an animal out of an area or discourage an 

undesirable behavior or activity.  Hazing techniques include making loud noises, spraying water, using 

bright lights, throwing objects, and shouting. Hazing maintains a coyote’s fear of humans and is useful to 

deter them from backyards and playgrounds.  When done correctly, hazing does not damage animals, 

humans, or property. 

Intentional feeding occurs when a person or group actively and intentionally feeds coyotes.  Intentional 

feeding includes providing food for animals in the coyote food chain. 

Observation means the act of noticing coyote tracks, scat, or vocalizations. 

Pet Attack means a pet is injured or killed by a coyote. 

Provoked Attack means an attack or incident where the human involved encourages the coyote to 

engage.  Examples include dog off-leash in an on-leash area, dog on leash longer than 6 feet in length, or 

a human intentionally approaching or feeding the coyote. 

Sighting means a visual observation of a coyote or group of coyotes moving or resting.  A sighting may 

occur during the day or at night. 

Stalking Incident means an interaction between a human and a coyote where the coyote approaches or 

follows the person.  Stalking incidents can occur while the person is with or without a pet. 

Suspected Pet Attack means pet remains were found and indicate the animal was attacked by a coyote.  

Coyotes are opportunistic feeders and will feed on animals that were previously killed by cars or by 

other means.  The Pasadena Humane Society, without knowledge of an actual attack, will record this as 

a suspected attack. 

Threat Incident means an interaction between a human and a coyote where the coyote approaches and 

growls, bares teeth, nips but does not make contact, or lunges.  A threat incident includes an interaction 

where a coyote injures or kills an attended pet or domestic animal. 
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Unattended Pet means a free-roaming cat or dog, a cat outside that is not contained in an enclosure or 

under the control of a leash and harness, or a dog that is off-leash or on a leash that is greater than 6 

feet in length. 

Unintentional Feeding occurs when a person, group, or business is unintentionally providing access to 

food.  Unintentional feeding includes improperly managed compost, fallen or overripe fruit, improperly 

installed or unmaintained birdfeeders, and pet food or water left outdoors. 

Unprovoked Attack means an attack or incident where the human involved does not encourage the 

coyote to engage.  

Unsecured Trash means trash that is accessible to wildlife and includes unsecured or unmaintained 

garbage cans, bags of trash stored outside, trash in containers that do not have tight-fitting lids, and 

trash that is overflowing.   



APPENDIX B: COYOTE BEHAVIOR CLASSIFICATION AND RECOMMENDED RESPONSE 
 

 

COYOTE BEHAVIOR 
TYPE OF 

INTERACTION 

THREAT 

LEVEL 
WHO TO CONTACT 

Coyote is heard vocalizing, coyote tracks or 

scat are observed  
Observation  Green Citizen Service Center 

Coyote is seen moving or resting in an area Sighting  Green Citizen Service Center 

Coyote stalks (approaches or follows) a 

person that is with a pet 
Encounter Green Citizen Service Center 

Coyote is seen moving or resting in a 

sensitive location such as a playground or 

school 

Sighting  Yellow Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote appears sick or injured Sighting  Yellow Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote stalks (approaches or follows) a 

person that is without pet 
Encounter  Yellow Citizen Service Center 

Coyote enters a yard without pets or people Sighting  Yellow Citizen Service Center 

Coyote enters a yard with pets; no injury 

occurs 
Encounter  Yellow Citizen Service Center 

Coyote enters yard and injures or kills pet; no 

people present  
Pet Attack  Yellow Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote injures or kills unattended pet Pet Attack  Yellow Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote enters yard or dwelling with people 

present 
Encounter  Orange Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote injures or kills attended pet Pet Attack  Orange Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote exhibits threatening or aggressive 

behavior (approaches and growls, bares 

teeth, nips without contact, lunges) 

Encounter Orange Pasadena Humane Society 

Coyote bites or injures a person Attack  Red 
Pasadena Police Department 

Pasadena Humane Society 
 

REPORTING 

Citizen Service Center 

Monitoring and data collection are critical components of an effective Urban Wildlife Management Plan, 

and the City of Pasadena Citizen Service Center (CSC) records and tracks coyote sightings and encounters.  

The website, downloadable application, and call center are designed to provide users access to submit 

complaints and concerns 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Information can be submitted using the online 

reporting system https://www.cityofpasadena.net/citizen-service-center/submit-a-request/ or by calling 

(626) 744-7311. 

 

Pasadena Humane Society 

The Pasadena Humane Society (PHS) will respond to attacks and aggressive habituated coyote behavior.  

Contact PHS at (626) 792-7151. 

 

Pasadena Police Department 

In the event of an emergency call 9-1-1.   
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THREAT CLASSIFICATIONS 
 

Coyote interactions can vary from normal coyote behavior to aggressive and dangerous.  Each interaction 

described above is classified by the level of threat: Green, Yellow, Orange, and Red.  Detailed descriptions 

of each are listed below along with a recommended response. 

 

Level Green indicates the level of threat when a coyote sighting has occurred, coyote prints or scat are 

observed, a coyote is heard vocalizing, or a coyote approaches or follows a person that is with a pet.  All 

Level Green interactions are reports of normal coyote behavior and are considered to be a low level of 

threat.  City staff and Humane Society employees respond to Level Green interactions by providing 

educational material on normal coyote behavior and, when stalking has occurred, hazing techniques and 

pet safety. 

 

Level Yellow indicates the level of threat when a coyote frequently associates with humans or human 

related food sources, exhibits little wariness of human presence, is sighted repeatedly during the day in 

playgrounds or enclosed yards, or injures or kills an unattended pet.  Level Yellow interactions are reports 

of mildly habituated coyote behavior.  City staff and Humane Society employees respond to Level Yellow 

interactions by providing educational material on normal coyote behavior and pet safety, distributing the 

Yard Audit Checklist, and teaching aggressive hazing techniques which may include community hazing and 

formation of a volunteer hazing team.  

 

Level Orange indicates the level of threat when a coyote injures or kills an attended animal, exhibits 

aggressive or threatening behavior toward humans such as growling, baring teeth, nipping without making 

contact or lunging toward a person, or enters a dwelling or an enclosed yard in the presence of humans.  

Level Orange interactions are reports of aggressive, habituated coyote behavior and several Level Yellow 

interactions in the same area may rise to a threat Level Orange.  City staff and Humane Society employees 

respond to Level Orange interactions by providing educational material on normal coyote behavior and pet 

safety, distributing the Yard Audit Checklist, and teaching aggressive hazing techniques which include 

community hazing and formation of a volunteer hazing team.  Community meetings may be held to 

increase public awareness and education.  

  

Level Red indicates the level of threat when a coyote has been involved in an investigated and documented 

attack on a human.  Level Red interactions include provoked and unprovoked attacks.  All actions taken in 

response to a Level Orange interaction may be taken.  In addition, City staff working with the Humane 

Society will notify the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) of the incident, and will work with 

DFW to locate and eliminate the responsible coyote(s).  Multiple Level Orange interactions in the same area 

within a short window of time may rise to a threat Level Red. 
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APPENDIX C: COYOTE HAZING TECHNIQUES 
 

Hazing and Behavioral Change 

Some urban coyotes have become comfortable in close proximity to people.  To safely coexist, it is 

important to modify this behavior and attitude in resident coyote populations.  Urban coyote 

behavior needs to be reshaped to encourage coyotes to avoid contact with humans and pets.  

Hazing is the process that facilitates this change and is by necessity a community response to 

encounters with coyotes.  The more often an individual animal is hazed, the more effective hazing is 

in changing coyote behavior. 

 

It is not economically, ecologically or in other ways efficient to try and remove coyotes from the urban 

ecosystem.  Hazing employs immediate use of deterrents to move an animal out of an area or 

discourage undesirable behavior or activity.  Deterrents include  loud noises, spraying water, 

bright lights, throwing objects, and shouting.  Hazing can help maintain a coyote’s fear of humans 

and discourage them from neighborhoods such as backyards and play areas. Hazing does not 

harm or damage animals, humans, or property.  Behavioral change also involves human activities 

such as identifying and removing attractants and responsibly protecting pets. 

 

 

Goals of Hazing 

1) To reshape coyote behavior to avoid human contact in an urban setting. Human behavior can 

shape animal behavior, in either a negative or positive manner. People living in close 

proximity to coyotes can remove coyote attractants, identify  potentially  dangerous  situations  

for  their  pets  and  themselves,  and respond in a manner designed to change coyote behavior. 

 

2) To  provide  residents  information  and  tools  to  actively  engage  in  reshaping coyote behavior 
and to support feeling safe in their parks and neighborhoods. This can be accomplished by 
teaching residents hazing techniques.  

 

3) To model hazing behavior and share accurate information about coyotes among other 

residents, friends and family. 

 

 

General Considerations 

1. Levels of hazing need to be appropriately relevant to coyote activity. 

a) Coyotes live in open spaces and the best practice is to leave them alone and educate 

the public on personal safety. 

b) Coyotes are often out late at night when few people are present. This is normal 

acceptable behavior. Hazing may not be necessary. 

c) Exceptions: In early stages of hazing, programs should still engage animal. Coyotes 

that associate danger in the presence of people under all circumstances will be 

reinforced to avoid contact. 

 

2. Hazing must be more exaggerated, aggressive and consistent when first beginning a 

program of hazing. As coyotes “learn” appropriate responses to hazing, it will take less 
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effort from hazers. Early in the process, it is extremely common for coyotes not to respond 

to hazing techniques. Without a history of hazing, they do not have the relevant context to 

respond in the desired outcome (to leave). 

 

3. Techniques and tools can be used in the same manner for one or multiple animals. Usually 

there is a dominant animal in a group who will respond - others will follow its lead. DO NOT 

ignore, turn your back or avoid hazing because there are multiple animals instead of a single 

individual. 

 

4. The more often an individual coyote is hazed by a variety of tools and techniques and a variety 

of people, the more effective hazing will be in changing that animal’s future behavior. 

 

5. Hazing must be directly associated with the person involved in the hazing actions.  The coyote 

must be aware of where the potential threat is coming from and identify the person. 

 

6. Coyotes can and do recognize individual people and animals in their territories. They can learn 

to avoid or harass specific individuals in response to behavior of the person and/or pet. 

 

7. Coyotes can be routine in habit. Identifying their normal habits can help target which habits 

to change. For example, the coyote patrols the same bike path at the same time in the 

morning three to five days a week. Hazers should concentrate on that time and place to 

encourage the animal to adapt its routine to decrease contact with people. 

 

8. Certain levels of hazing must always be maintained so that future generations of coyotes do 

not learn or return to unacceptable habits related to habituation to people. 

 

9. Human behavior must change to support hazing and continued identification and, if 

necessary, remove possible attractants. 

 

10. Education about exclusion techniques including how to identify and remove attractants,   

personal   responsibility   in   pet   safety   and   having   reasonable expectations are critical 

parts of a coyote hazing plan. 

 

11. Coyotes are skittish by nature.  Habituated behavior is learned and reinforced by human 

behavior. Coyotes as a rule DO NOT act aggressively towards aggressive people.   The  one  

exception  is  a  sick  or  injured  animal.   Engaging  a  sick or injured animal can result in 

unpredictable behavior. If this is suspected, people should not engage and remove 

themselves from the situation, then immediately contact Pasadena Humane Society at (626) 

792-7151. 

 

12. Interested individuals/groups and participants can contact Pasadena Humane Society for 

information on hazing. 
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Summary of Hazing 
 
Hazing is a process whereby individuals and volunteers respond in like manner to make a coyote 
uncomfortable and choose to leave a situation where their presence is unwanted. 

 

Basic hazing consists of standing your ground, never ignoring or turning your back to a coyote(s), 

yelling and making unpleasant and frightening noises until the animal(s) choose to leave. 

 

More aggressive hazing consists of approaching an animal quickly and aggressively, throwing 

projectiles, spraying with a hose or water gun, or creating fear of contact so the animal leaves the 

situation. Note:  Many projectiles are not legal including but not limited to slingshots, paintballs, guns 

and pepper balls. 

 

Hazing must continue once it begins until the animal leaves, otherwise, the coyote will learn to “wait” 

until the person gives up.  The coyote will create an animal more resistance to hazing instead of 

reinforcing the image that “people are scary”. 

 

Hazing should never injure the animal. An injured animal becomes less predictable versus a 

normal, healthy one who responds in a consistent and predictable manner to hazing. 

 

Hazing should be conducted in a manner that allows the coyote to return to its normal habitat in a 

direction that would minimize harm to the animal. Hazing the animal in the direction of other houses 

and busy streets should be avoided. 

 

Hazing uses a variety of different hazing tools. This is critical as coyotes get used to individual items 

and sounds. 

• Noisemaker: Voice, whistles, air horns, bells, “shaker” cans, pots, pie pans 

• Projectiles: sticks, small rocks, cans, tennis balls, rubber balls 

• Deterrents:   hoses, spray bottles with vinegar, pepper spray, bear repellant, walking 

sticks 
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APPENDIX D: YARD AUDIT CHECKLIST 
 

Complete the checklist to identify ways to reduce the occurrence of wildlife on your property.  Share the 

information with friends and neighbors.  Minimizing wildlife attractants is most effective when the 

neighborhood works together. 

 

YARD AUDIT CHECKLIST 

ELIMINATE FOOD SOURCES 

  Pet Food Pets are fed inside.  Pet food, treats, and bones are brought inside. 

  Water Pet water bowls are kept inside.  Fish ponds have net covering. 

  Bird Feeder 
Bird feeder is hung away from home and out of reach of wildlife; seed catching 

tray present; fallen seed cleaned regularly. 

  Fruit Trees Fallen fruit is cleaned regularly and overripe fruit is removed from tree. 

  Compost 
Compost does not include meat or dairy products; compost is buried or stored 

in bins and includes wood chips or newspaper to reduce smell. 

  BBQ Grill BBQ grill is free of drippings and routinely cleaned with bleach. 

  Trash 
Trash is securely bagged or double bagged and stored indoors or in a durable 

container with a tight-fitting lid; receptacle is routinely cleaned. 

  Pet Waste Pet waste is regularly removed from yard. 

REMOVE HARBORAGE 

  Structure Crawl spaces are securely covered or screened. 

  Vegetation Lawn and shrubs are maintained trimmed and clear of debris. 

  Cast-Offs Yard is free of unused/unmaintained equipment, items, and vehicles. 

  Wood Piles Wood is stored elevated off the ground; oldest wood is used first. 

EXCLUDE WILDLIFE 

  Fencing 
Property fencing reaches 6 feet in height; is constructed without gaps or 

spaces. 

  Gates Gates are maintained closed. 

PROTECT PETS 

  Unattended Pets are not left outside unattended. 

  
Interaction with 

Wildlife 
Pets are not permitted to play or interact with wildlife. 

  Kennels & Coops Outdoor kennels and chicken/rabbit coops are sturdy and secure. 

  Walking Pets Pets are always walked on a short leash (less than 6 feet). 

 















































































































ITEM 4.B 
 

Adoption of the City of Pasadena Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ITEM 4.C 
 

Authorization to Enter into an Automatic Aid Agreement for 
Exchange of Fire Protection, Specialized, Rescue and 
Emergency Medical Services Between the City of Los Angeles 
and the Cities of: Burbank, Glendale and Pasadena (The Tri-
Cities) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
AUTOMATIC AID AGREEMENT 

 
LOS ANGELES FIRE DEPARTMENT & 
BURBANK, GLENDALE & PASADENA  

FIRE DEPARTMENTS  
 
 

 
 

                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                      

DECEMBER 31, 2018  



LFD/Tri-Cities Automatic Aid Agreement (2018) 
Page 2 

 
 

AUTOMATIC AID AGREEMENT FOR EXCHANGE OF FIRE PROTECTION, 
SPECIALIZED, RESCUE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND THE CITIES OF: BURBANK, GLENDALE AND 
PASADENA (THE TRI-CITIES) 

 
The purpose of this Automatic Aid agreement is to outline the procedures for carrying 
out an Automatic Aid response between the City of Los Angeles Fire Department (LFD) 
and the Cities of Burbank (BRK), Glendale (GLN) and Pasadena (PAS) (hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the Tri-Cities).  This agreement replaces the previous 
agreement between the Cities of Los Angeles and the Tri-Cities dated May 2003. 
 

W I T N E S S E T H 
 
WHEREAS, the parties to this Agreement provide fire protection, medical services, 
specialized and rescue services within their respective jurisdictional limits; and 
 
WHEREAS, fire and rescue resources for the Cities of Burbank, Glendale and 
Pasadena are dispatched through a central dispatch center known as Verdugo; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Tri-Cities and LFD to provide the most 
expeditious response to suppress fires and render other emergency assistance; and 
 
WHEREAS, each party is desirous of providing to the other a reasonable and reciprocal 
exchange of Emergency Services on a day-to-day basis. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these mutual covenants, the parties hereto 
agree as follows: 
 
1. Revisions 
 
This Letter of Agreement may be revised or amended at any time by mutual agreement 
of the Fire Chiefs of GLN, BRK, PAS and LFD.  All amendments to this Agreement shall 
be in writing and signed by the persons authorized to bind the parties thereto. 
 
It is agreed that substantial reductions or modifications of services by any of the 
agencies shall be cause for reconsideration of the Agreement. 
 
2. Term 
 
This Agreement, once executed by all parties hereto, shall commence on February 1, 
2019 and shall remain operative and effective until January 31, 2022. An annual review 
shall take place at or about the start of each new Fiscal Year to update the helicopter 
rates and/or any operational components.  Parties shall meet on or about April 1, 2021 
to begin review and revision meetings. Any of the parties may terminate the Agreement 
at any time by giving written notice to the other parties at least thirty (30) days prior to 
the date of withdrawal. 
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3. Mutual Benefits 
 
The Tri-Cities and the LFD intend that this Agreement will provide mutual benefits to all 
parties.  The Fire Chiefs of the Tri-Cities and LFD are hereby authorized to identify and 
revise as they deem necessary any designated areas or types of response periodically 
as may be dictated by changing conditions and the requirements of mutual benefits to 
all parties. 
 
4. Incident Command 
 
In those instances where the assisting Department arrives before the jurisdictional 
Department, the assisting Department will take the necessary action dictated by the 
situation.  However, it is assumed that the jurisdictional Department will arrive shortly 
after the arrival of that assisting Department.  Overall command of the incident will be 
assumed by the jurisdictional Department upon its arrival at the scene.  The assisting 
Department’s personnel will remain under the command of the highest-ranking officer of 
the assisting Fire Department at the incident, who will become the Agency 
Representative (AREP).  The resources of the assisting Department will be released 
from the scene as soon as practical by the jurisdictional Fire Department. 
 
When it is deemed appropriate, the AREP may enter into Unified Command with the 
jurisdictional Department’s Incident Commander.  It is understood that such a decision 
may require approval from an Agency Administrator of the assisting and/or jurisdictional 
Department. 
 
A common and agreed upon communications plan shall be established and utilized by all 
resources and Incident Commanders. 
 
5. Commitment of Resources 
 
It is mutually understood and agreed that this Agreement does not relieve either party 
from the necessity and obligation of using its own resources for furnishing fire and 
rescue service within any part of its own jurisdiction, and that the assisting party’s 
response to a request for aid will be dependent upon the existing emergency conditions 
within its own jurisdiction and the status of its resources. 
 
6. Methods of Requesting Aid 
 
All requests for aid shall be via the respective dispatch center.  Persons assigned to the 
dispatch center for all Departments are authorized to send and receive such requests 
as per their respective operational procedures.  Verdugo will use either a designated 
VHF radio channel (V-Fire 21) or telephone line to contact the LFD’s Metropolitan Fire 
Communications Center (MFC).  MFC will use either a designated VHF radio channel 
(V-Fire 21) or telephone line to contact the Verdugo dispatch center.   
 



LFD/Tri-Cities Automatic Aid Agreement (2018) 
Page 4 

 
 

7. Intent of Agreement 
 
The intent of this Agreement is to provide the agency in need with a more efficient 
and/or effective initial response to an emergency incident.  The agreed upon resources 
should only be utilized until the agency having responsibility is able to relieve the 
assisting agency with their own resources and/or obtain the appropriate emergency 
resources, not to exceed a 12-hour period of time. If the agreed upon resources are not 
available, the assisting agency need not respond. 
 
8. Fire Incident Reporting 
 
Each agency shall be responsible for obtaining needed information to complete fire 
reports for incidents within their respective jurisdiction.  Assisting units shall contact 
jurisdictional units to provide appropriate information for completion of fire reports. 
 
9. Training 
 
Joint training exercises will be conducted periodically upon agreement by the parties 
(minimum of one per year).  These training exercises shall be coordinated with LFD and 
the Tri-Cities Battalion Commanders. 
 
10. Services by Los Angeles Fire Department 
 
LFD agrees to provide a designated fire, ems and/or technical rescue response, as 
jointly agreed upon by the LFD and the Fire Chiefs of the Tri-Cities and LFD, upon 
request by the Tri-Cities to designated areas located within the jurisdiction of the Tri-
Cities. 
 
11. Dispatch by Los Angeles Fire Department 
 
Upon receipt by Los Angeles of an alarm within a designated area located within the 
jurisdiction of Los Angeles, LFD, as the jurisdictional Department, will dispatch its 
nearest available and appropriately designated fire response to that alarm and also 
notify the Verdugo fire dispatcher who will, in turn, dispatch the agreed-upon Tri-Cities 
response. 
 
12. Services by the Tri-Cities 
 
The Tri-Cities agrees to provide a designated fire, ems and/or technical rescue 
response, as jointly agreed upon by the Fire Chiefs of the Tri-Cities and LFD, upon 
request by LFD to designated areas located within the jurisdiction of Los Angeles. 
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13. Dispatch by the Tri-Cities 
 
Upon receipt by the Tri-Cities of an alarm within a designated area located within the 
jurisdiction of the Tri-Cities, the Tri-Cities (as the jurisdictional Department) will dispatch 
its nearest available and appropriately designated fire, ems, or rescue response to that 
alarm and also notify the LFD’s Metropolitan Fire Communications’ (MFC) dispatcher 
who will, in turn, dispatch the agreed-upon LFD response. 
 
14. Amount and Type of Assistance 
 
A. LFD to the TRI-CITIES 
 
When requested by the Tri-Cities, the LFD agrees to provide the following resources to 
combat emergency incidents which are within the defined areas identified on the 
attached map. (Maps #1, #2 & #3) Additional resources may be authorized by the Fire 
Chief or Deputy Department Commander of the LFD upon request. 
 
Structure Fire Response 

- Up to and including a category “B” assignment (two light forces, three engines, 
one Battalion Chief, and (if necessary) an additional Chief Officer to serve as an 
agency representative. 

 
Brush/Vegetation Fire Responses    

- Up to and including one light force, six engines, one Battalion Chief, and an 
additional Chief Officer to serve as an agency representative. 
 

AIR RESOURCES  
- Upon verification of a working brush fire, the LFD will provide one LFD water 

dropping helicopter (when available), plus a separate LFD helicopter coordinator 
aircraft, (HELCO), for a period not to exceed 2 hours.  
 

- Additional flight time, which will be requested through the Metropolitan Fire 
Dispatch Center or LFD Agency Representative will be billed as Assistance By 
Hire (ABH), per helicopter, for the remainder of the incident, at the standard rate 
as determined at the beginning of the fiscal year by the LFD Revenue 
Management Section (LFD Aircraft Flight Hour Rate Sheet attached).  
Contracted Type-1 Helitankers are not included as an automatic aid resource, 
and would be considered a separate ABH resource at the designated rate 
(Helitanker Flight Hour Calculation sheet attached). 
 

- Note:  When the fire poses a risk of extension to the City of Los Angeles border, 
LFD Helicopters may remain attached to the incident longer than the prescribed 
time, or additional aircraft requested without charge, at the discretion of the LFD 
Agency Representative (and confirmed by the Deputy Department Commander). 
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Additional Helicopter Response 
 

- Any other request by the Tri-Cities for helicopter response (e.g., working high-
rise fires, swift water rescue incidents, hoist rescues and specialized medical 
transport) shall be approved by the LFD Deputy Department Commander 
(through the Metropolitan Fire Dispatch Center, or LFD Agency Representative), 
with financial arrangements documented (e.g., Assistance by Hire for duration of 
assignment). 

 
- In these applications, helicopter response is defined as one Type-II mission-

specific helicopter and a separate Helicopter Coordinator (HELCO) aircraft. 
 

- The LFD agrees, at the request of the responding helicopter pilot or HELCO, to 
dispatch an engine company and/or the helicopter tender to establish a helispot 
for fueling helicopters and/or filling helicopter water tanks.  Financial agreement 
will mirror time/use parameters as established for helicopter response. 
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Freeway Incidents: Fire, EMS, and Technical Rescue 
 
Upon notification, LFD agrees to dispatch the following resources to reported fire and 
EMS incidents to supplement/assist Tri-City Engine Companies responding to the 
following freeway locations. 
 

 One Engine northbound on Hwy 2 between the 134 Freeway and Mountain Ave 
(Map #4) 

 
Heavy Rescue 
 
When requested by the Tri-Cities, the LFD agrees to provide the Tri-Cities with a 
Heavy Rescue unit (if available) and one Battalion Chief to assist with vehicle 
extrications, confined space rescues and trench rescues. 
 
Swift Water Rescue 
 
Upon notification of a Swift Water incident within the identified areas in Burbank or 
Glendale, LFD will dispatch resources along the Burbank Western Flood Control 
Channel within the City of Burbank, per the direction of the jurisdictional Incident 
Commander; and along the confluence of the Verdugo Channel and L.A. River, within 
the City of Glendale (see attached map #5 and 5A).  Resources responding will perform 
rescue procedures, as possible, as requested by the jurisdictional Incident Commander 
– under the same operational safety parameters in place within the City of Los Angeles.  
Responding resources will utilize the Verdugo Communication dispatch and command 
radio frequency designated at the time of dispatch.  LFD resources will utilize an LFD 
tactical channel for communications within the Rescue Group. 
 
The initial Swift Water dispatch by LFD into the Tri-Cities area will consist of: 
 
1 Battalion Chief 
1 Swift Water Rescue Team (if deployed and available) and 
1 Light Force 
1 Engine Company 
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B. THE TRI-CITIES to LFD 
 
Structure Fire and EMS Response  
 
Upon notification, the Tri-Cities agree to automatically dispatch the following 
resources to structure fires and EMS incidents within the areas defined below.  
Additional resources may be authorized by the Tri-Cities Operations Chief/Duty Chief 
upon request. 
 

 West of San Fernando Road to the Los Angeles River between Doran Street and 
Los Feliz Drive (Map #6 and 6A) 

 Los Angeles Equestrian Center in Griffith Park* (Map #7 and 7A) 
 Lakeside Country Club and Golf Course (Map #8 and 8A) 
 Villa Cabrini Development and adjacent areas (Map #9 and 9A) 

 
Structure Responses 
- One truck, two engines, one Battalion Chief.  Additional resources may be 

authorized by the Tri-Cities “Duty Chief” and/or Operations Chief upon request. 
 

EMS Responses 
- One Engine with one ALS/BLS ambulance (minimum of one Advanced Life 

Support resource).  
 
* Verdugo Dispatch will NOT dispatch Tri-Cities’ EMS resources to BLS level 
responses within LFD’s jurisdiction, except in the Los Angeles Equestrian Center. 

 
Freeway Incidents: Fire, EMS, and Technical Rescue 

 
Upon notification, the Tri-Cities agrees to automatically dispatch the following 
resources to reported fire and EMS incidents to supplement/assist LFD engine 
companies responding to the following freeway locations: 
 

 One engine westbound on the CA-134 Freeway between the Glendale (CA-2) 
Freeway and Figueroa Boulevard.  (Map #10) 

 
 One engine southbound on the Golden State Freeway (I-5) between Western 

Avenue and Glendale Boulevard.  (Map #11) 
 

 One engine westbound on the I-210 Freeway between Lowell Avenue and 
Sunland Boulevard.  (Map #12) 

 
 One engine westbound on the CA-134 Freeway between the western edge of the 

Burbank/Los Angeles border and the intersection of the 101 and 134 Freeways. 
(Map #13)  
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 One engine eastbound on the CA-134 Freeway between the Buena Vista off 
ramp and the Interstate 5/134 merger.  (Map #14) 
 

 One engine eastbound on the CA-134 Freeway and southbound on the I-5 for 
any incident reported at the 5/134 interchange.  (Map #15) 

 
Additionally, the Tri-Cities agrees to automatically dispatch one truck company, one 
Battalion Commander and one rescue ambulance in addition to the one engine 
company normally dispatched to freeway incidents, to any reported physical rescue 
(persons trapped) on any of the freeways covered by this agreement. 
 

 
Swift Water Incidents  
 
Upon notification by LFD of a Swift Water Incident within the Los Angeles area 
(identified on attached maps), the Tri-Cities will automatically dispatch resources to the 
following locations: 
 

 Los Angeles River at the confluence of the Burbank Western Channel (Map #16) 
 Burbank western Channel at Cabrini (Map #17) 
 North bank (river left) of the Los Angeles River from Victory Boulevard/Riverside 

Drive intersection, downstream to Los Feliz Drive (Map #18) 
 
Resources responding will perform rescue procedures, as possible, as requested by the 
LFD Incident Commander utilizing an identified LFD radio channel. 

 
The initial dispatch by the Tri-Cities into the area will consist of: 

 
1 Battalion Chief 
1 Engine Company 
1 Urban Search & Rescue Apparatus 
1 Truck Company 

 
Brush Response  
 
Upon notification, the Tri-Cities will dispatch five engine companies, one water tender, 
and a Battalion Commander to working brush fires into the following areas (as indicated 
on the attached map): 

 
 W/B CA-134 Freeway between Figueroa and CA-2 Freeway. (Map #19) 
 Griffith Park Area (Map #20) 
 The Verdugo Mountain Area (Map #21) 
 Mount Washington Area (Map #22) 
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15. Communications System 
 
The Parties agree to share the use of communication systems, radios and radio 
frequencies for the execution of this Agreement.  Sharing of the frequencies must be 
approved only by authorized personnel for each PARTY and documented in the Incident 
Action Plan IAP.  The Communications plan will be reviewed annually and included in 
the recurrent joint training exercise. 
 
When a Battalion Chief is assigned to the incident from the agency providing assistance 
(i.e. structure fire, swift water and freeway physical rescue), a common command 
channel (of the jurisdictional agency) shall be used by all assigned Officers, while each 
agency’s line personnel may operate on their own tactical radio channel(s).   
 
For incidents where there is NO Battalion Chief assigned from the agency providing 
assistance (i.e. auto and other fires on the freeway, EMS incidents, etc.) agencies’ 
Company Commanders will communicate with each other using the tactical radio 
channel assigned to the agency having jurisdiction. 
 
For brush responses where either assisting agency is requested or committed to a 
working operational role, the Incident Commander shall request a VHF Communications 
Plan through the respective dispatch center, (from the “Foothill Communications Plan”), 
which all agencies will move to from their initial dispatch communications plan.  In all 
such circumstances, responding Chief Officers shall co-locate for validation of 
jurisdiction and agency role (Unified Command versus Assisting Agency). 
 
16. No Third-Party Benefit 
 
This Agreement shall not be construed as, or deemed to be, an Agreement for the 
benefit of anyone not a party hereto, and anyone who is not a party hereto shall not 
have a right of action hereunder for any cause whatsoever. 
 
17. Consideration 
 
No party furnishing aid pursuant to this Agreement shall be entitled to compensation for 
services rendered to the requesting agency, it being understood that the respective 
covenants contained in this Agreement shall constitute the sole consideration for such 
services. 
 
18. Hold Harmless 
 
It is mutually understood and agreed that the party requesting assistance shall not 
indemnify the party furnishing assistance as to liability or damage imposed by law upon 
the assisting party for any act or omission of the assisting party or its employees 
occurring in the performance of the services. 
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19. No Effect on Master Mutual Aid Agreement 
 
It is mutually understood that this Agreement will in no way affect or have a bearing on 
the existing California Master Mutual Aid Agreement. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed on the _______ day of 
__________, 2019 and is effective and operative as to each of the parties as herein 
provided. 
 

(Signature pages follow) 
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
By  _______________________   
RALPH M. TERRAZAS  
Fire Chief  
  
 
Approved as to form and legality:  
 
MICHAEL N. FEUER  
City Attorney  
 
By  _______________________  \\ 
Kimberly Miera   
Deputy City Attorney   
 
CITY OF BURBANK 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
ERIC GARCIA EMILY GABEL-LUDDY    
Fire Chief Mayor 
 
Approved as to form:  Approved as to content: 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
AMY ALBANO RON DAVIS 
City Attorney City Manager 
 
Attest:  
 
By  _______________________  
ZIZETTE MULLINS 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF GLENDALE 
 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
SILVIO LANZAS ZAREH SINANYAN 
Fire Chief Mayor 
 
 
Approved as to form: Approved as to content: 
 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
MICHAEL J. GARCIA YASMIN K. BEERS 
City Attorney City Manager 
 
Attest:  
 
By  _______________________  
ARDY KASSAKHIAN 
City Clerk 
 
 
CITY OF PASADENA 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
BERTRAL WASHINGTON TERRY TORNEK 
Fire Chief Mayor 
 
 
Approved as to form: Approved as to content: 
 
By  _______________________  By  ________________________ 
MICHELE BEAL BAGNERIS STEVE MERMELL 
City Attorney City Manager 
 
Attest: 
 
By  _______________________  
MARK JOMSKY 
City Clerk 



INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
 
 
 

A. July 4, 2019 Fireworks Update* 
 

B. Police Chief’s Monthly Report* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 5.A 
 

July 4, 2019 Fireworks Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Fire, Police and Public Information Office

July 17, 2019
Fireworks Overview

Wendell Eaton, Battalion Chief, PFD
Johnny Mercado, Lieutenant, PPD

Lisa Derderian, Public Information Officer



Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Overview

• Overview
• No Fireworks are Legal in the City of Pasadena

> City of Pasadena Ord. 6578
> Pasadena Municipal Code 14.30

• Community Outreach
• Enforcement
• Activities and Outcomes
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Community Outreach & Media Messages
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Community Outreach & Public Info Messages
> Pasadena In Focus, April-May & June-July 2019 issues 

- 76,000 copies to homes, businesses & public counters
> Public Service Announcement                                       

on KPAS TV (Charter &                                              
AT&T); streamed on City &                                      
Pasadena Media websites,                                             
& social media sites
 PSA promoting Americafest &                                                  

Zero Tolerance reached                                                      
almost 60,000 people on FB
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Community Outreach & Public Info Messages
> Dozens of “Zero Tolerance” posts on Twitter, Facebook & 

Instagram via City main accounts, plus PD, FD, Rose Bowl 
Stadium, City Council, PWP, Library and stakeholder accounts

> Website - main City & Dept. Homepages 
> Online & print ads Pasadena Now &                                      

Pasadena Weekly
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Community Outreach & Public Info Messages
> Special placards and banners in Pasadena Transit buses 

& on public buildings throughout the City
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Community Outreach & Public Info Messages
> Special No Fireworks messages on City Police, Fire and 

Public Works vehicles
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Media Messages
> Series of New Releases,
Media Advisories & Reminders
> “Phos-Chek” Press
Conference by PFD & PPD 
July 2, covered by most major 
TV, radio and print media, English 
& Spanish, in Pasadena and LA 
media markets
> Special Pet Care messages
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Media Messages
> Full coverage of
press conference
aired on KPAS & 
streamed for eight
days 

9



Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Fireworks Number 

• Community & Media Outreach 
Telephone Number used in all messages to 
Report Illegal Fireworks: 

(626) 744-4241 
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Community Outreach

• Citizen Service Center
> Residents had additional option to call the Citizen 

Service Center or to use the smart                          
phone app

> From 6/27 to 7/5, CSC received                                   
24 reports of fireworks through                                    
the mobile app, relayed to PPD

11



2019 – Activity (Fire Ops. Div.)
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Emergency Medical Calls 34 34 28 28 36 29 27

Motor Vehicle Accidents 0 4 1 4 4 2 5

Structure Fires 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Vehicle Fires 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Brush / Grass / Vegetation Fires 1 0 1 1 2 1 2

Fire, Other 1 0 1 0 0 1 1

Fire Alarm Activations 8 6 4 4 3 3 3

Other 10 10 10 7 7 2 15

Total Responses / Operations 54 54 41 45 54 39 54


Chart1

		Emergency Medical Calls

		Motor Vehicle Accidents

		Structure Fires

		Vehicle Fires
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2019 Results (Fireworks Related)
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• Fireworks Confiscation
> 109 lbs. of fireworks and related devices seized
 11 lbs. of “Safe and Sane” fireworks
 98 lbs. of “Dangerous” fireworks

Fire, Police and Public Information Office

AmericaFest City Operations

Year Safe and Sane Dangerous Safe and Sane Dangerous Total Lbs.

2019 0 2 11 96 109



2019 Results (Fireworks Related)

14

Fire, Police and Public Information Office

• Fires and Injuries
> Fireworks related fires – 0
 Palm tree fires & vegetation fire

> Fireworks related injury – 0

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Fireworks Related Fires  1 0 2 2 0

Fireworks Related Injuries  1 0 0 0 0

% of fireworks related ER's  4.8% 0.0% 3.7% 5.1% 0.0%



Fire Prevention & Code Enforcement 
Activities at Rose Bowl Stadium

• Enforcement Detail – Amerciafest
> Americafest Fireworks Enforcement Units
> 10 personnel (9 Fire / 1 Police Officer)

 Five enforcement units in golf carts
 Toll Plazas (11:30 a.m.– 7:00 p.m.)

» Posted “No Fireworks” signage
» Made contact with vehicle entering the Arroyo
» Distributed 5,000 red “No Fireworks” flyers

 Parking Lots & Golf Course Patrols
» Enforce zero tolerance firework ordinance (2 lbs. confiscated)
» Patrol area for spot fires (none observed)
» Monitored BBQs and open flames

15

Fire, Police and Public Information Office



Community Firework Enforcement Teams
Pre 4th Deployment

• Began Saturday June 29th through Wednesday July 3rd

• 2 Two officer teams in marked police vehicles, 1 sergeant in marked police vehicle

• Citywide patrol hours of deployment were between 6:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.

• Citywide Focused Patrols
• History of illegal (fireworks) activity
• Visual observations of fireworks activity
• Calls for Service (citizen)

• Pasadena Municipal Code section 14.30.020 – Possession, Sale and Discharge of 
Fireworks.  PMC was amended in 2018 to allow for issuance of administrative citations



Community Firework Enforcement Teams
4th Deployment

• Thirteen Pasadena Police Department Personnel
• 12 officers/ corporals, 1 supervisor

• Six – two-officer teams in marked police vehicles

• Citywide patrol hours of deployment were between (7/4) 5:30 p.m. – (7/5) 3:00 a.m.

• Citywide Focused Patrols
• History of illegal (fireworks) activity
• Visual observations of fireworks activity
• Calls for Service (citizen)

• Pasadena Municipal Code section 14.30.020 – Possession, Sale and Discharge of 
Fireworks.  PMC was amended in 2018 to allow for issuance of administrative citations



Community Firework Enforcement Teams

• Responded to 331 CFS and issued 61 Administrative citations. This is a 60% increase in CFS 
from 2018 (207)

• Percentages indicate calls for service and numbers in parenthesis indicate citations issued in 
each respective district:

District 1 – 38% (17) District 2 – 9% (3) District 3 – 25% (20)
District 4 – 5% (2) District 5 – 17% (11) District 6 – 1% (0)
District 7 – 1% (0)

• Fireworks were transferred to PFD units for proper storage

• Fireworks Seized during the operation:
• Safe/Sane* – 11 pounds
• Dangerous – 98 pounds
• Mortar Launch Tubes - 66 

*PFD defines safe/sane vs dangerous  



Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Summary

• Summary
> Curbing illegal fireworks use & enforcement remains 

challenging due to pervasive use and acceptance of 
fireworks by the public

> City continues to be a “Zero Tolerance” community for 
fireworks & enforcement, but emphasis is on education, 
public information/awareness and confiscation.

> The new ordinance holding property owners and 
tenants responsible for illegal activity was a useful tool 
for enforcement officers in gaining compliance.
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Fire, Police and Public Information Office

Summary

• City Departments will continue to collaborate in 
the future to educate the community on the 
hazards and legality associated with firework 
activity. 
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ITEM 5.B 
 

Police Chief’s Monthly Report 
 











                  PASADENA POLICE 
                                             Community Brief – June 2019 

This information provides a greater awareness to the Pasadena 

community. The critical events detailed below are merely a 

snapshot of the one-thousand calls received to the Police 

Communications Center every day. As your police department 

moves forward under new leadership, the principles of the 

“Pasadena Way” possess greater significance no matter what 

assignment, function, or mission an employee serves in the 

organization as we continue to police with compassion and best 

intentions. 

 

 

June 2, 2019, 2:47 p.m., Officers were dispatched to Arlington St. & Pasadena Ave. regarding a 

male adult acting erratically.  The reporting party stated that the suspect was seated in a parked 

vehicle but began ramming the cars in front and behind him.  The police helicopter was the first 

unit on scene and watched as the suspect began throwing items into the street, while attempting to 

light things on fire. When the first ground unit arrived on scene, the suspect disobeyed all 

commands and would not cooperate. The suspect drove off in his vehicle and was followed by the 

helicopter. The suspect drove northbound, on the 710 southbound off ramp (wrong way). The 

suspect was able to crossover to the northbound side of the freeway, but lost control of his vehicle 

and crashed after hitting 2 vehicles. After a short foot pursuit, the suspect was taken into 

custody. After being handcuffed and placed into the back of a police vehicle, the suspect ripped 

his hand out of a handcuff.  He then tried climbing into the front seat of the police vehicle. Officers 

struggled with the suspect and was he was ultimately controlled by a Conducted Energy Weapon 

(Taser). The suspect was charged with assaulting a peace officer and is awaiting trial. 

June 4, 2019, 7:53 p.m., PPD received multiple calls of shots fired in the area of Kirkwood Ave. 

and Hammond St.  Arriving officers located a vehicle crashed into the curb in front of a home in 

the 100 block of West Hammond St.  Physical evidence at the scene indicated the vehicle had been 

struck by gunfire after a gun battle. A search of the area for victims or suspects was completed 

however none were located. 

June 5, 2019, 2:32 p.m., Four suspects walked into a grocery store in the 600 block of Fair Oaks 

Ave. and began to assault an employee as he worked.  The victim fell to the ground and the 

suspects continued to kick him as he was on the ground.  As the suspects walked away, one suspect 

picked up a glass bottle and threw it at the victim.  The suspects fled the location on foot.  Assisting 

Officers monitored the crime broadcast and located 2 suspects fleeing the scene.  They were 

detained and positively identified as two of the suspects involved in the assault.  The suspects were 

booked for assault with a deadly weapon and the investigation is on-going. 



June 5, 2019, 5:44p.m., Two male adults were in a parking lot in the 1500 block of N. Fair Oaks 

Ave. when an unknown male walked up and pointed a handgun at them. Fearing for their 

safety, victim #1 surrendered his cell phone to the suspect while victim #2 surrendered his 

backpack.  Both victims quickly walked away and when they looked back, the suspect and their 

belongings were gone. The investigation is on-going. 

June 9, 2019, 3:47 p.m., PPD Officers responded to the area of Craig Ave. & Colorado Blvd. 

regarding a stabbing.  When officers arrived, there were numerous male and female gang members 

in and around the area.  All parties were uncooperative, including a female adult who had a minor 

puncture wound on her upper left arm and a small cut on her upper back.  No one provided any 

information regarding the incident or the suspect(s). 

June 11, 2019, 5:02 a.m., Officers contacted two male adults for a second time during the night, 

in the 3800 block of Foothill Blvd., near a retail business.  During the first contact, the subjects 

claimed they had car trouble and eventually left the area.  Upon seeing the same vehicle and 

subjects back in the same area, officers attempted to investigate the reason for their presence but 

they refused to comply with commands.  There was a heavy odor of marijuana emitting from the 

vehicle.  Additional officers were called to the scene and the subjects were detained.  A bag 

containing over $4,600 in cash was located in the passenger compartment of the vehicle and a 

loaded .25 auto handgun was found in the trunk.  The passenger was on parole and the driver had 

suffered multiple felony convictions in the past.  Both suspects were arrested for criminal firearms 

possession. 

June 13, 2019, 6:41 a.m., Officers responded to the intersection of El Molino Ave. and Villa St. 

regarding a collision which involved two vehicles.  Vehicle #1 was travelling east on Villa St. 

while vehicle #2 was travelling south on El Molino.  The vehicles collided when vehicle #1 was 

unable to stop for the red light.  The driver of vehicle #1 succumbed from his injuries and the 

passenger of vehicle #1 was transported to a local hospital for treatment.  The driver and passenger 

of vehicle #2 sustained minor injuries but were not transported for treatment.  The PPD Major 

Accident Investigation Team is investigating the collision. 

June 18, 2019, 8:55 p.m., Officers conducted surveillance at a motel in the 2000 block of east 

Colorado Blvd., looking for a wanted parolee.  The parolee was seen entering a vehicle being 

driven by a female. Officers conducted a traffic stop and were able to take the parolee into custody 

without incident.  A replica firearm was located in the car. Officers then conducted a search of the 

parolee's hotel room and located evidence of identity theft such as credit cards, numerous 

identification and stolen electronics.  Both the parolee and female driver were arrested for the 

crime. 

June 19, 2019, 7:09 p.m., PPD received a call about a suspicious vehicle parked in the 1400 block 

of Iowa St., believing narcotic sales were occurring.  When officers arrived they observed a Lexus 

parked at the location.  Two occupants were inside the vehicle, seated in the front passenger seat 

and the right rear seat. Neither of them claimed the car was theirs and said they didn't know who 

it belonged to.  During a search of the vehicle, a semi auto handgun was found on the floor board 

of the back seat along with a magazine and six live rounds.  The subject sitting in the rear seat was 

arrested for the firearm and it was ultimately determined that the car was registered to him as well.  



June 20, 2019, 11:58 p.m., Officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop on vehicle in the area of 

Fair Oaks Ave. & Orange Grove Blvd. The driver failed to yield and a slow speed pursuit ensued 

for approximately 20 minutes. The pursuit concluded in the City of Los Angeles as the driver 

attempted to flee on foot. He was apprehended almost immediately without incident. The driver 

was arrested for felony evading and driving under the influence of drugs. There were no collisions 

and/or injuries. 

June 21, 2019, 10:13 p.m., Officers attempted to pull over a vehicle for a traffic violation in the 

200 block of south Grand Ave. The drover drove a short distance and pulled into his 

driveway.  When officers asked for his driver’s license, the suspect became outraged, belligerent 

and refused to follow the officer’s orders.  The suspect exited his car and began fighting with the 

officers.  At one point, the suspect choked the officer with an arm bar to the point he had trouble 

breathing.  The officer was able to deploy his Taser at the suspect, and the suspect was taken into 

custody.  The officer was taken to a local hospital, where he was examined and treated for an injury 

to his neck. The suspect was arrested for assaulting a police officer. 

June 23, 2019, 10:00 p.m., A male and female had been dating for 2 years.  While outside a 

residence at Marengo Ave. & Montana St, the male pointed a firearm at the victim and told her to 

get away from his house.  The victim left in a vehicle and stopped at Montana St. and Summit 

Ave. after calling the police.  The suspect approached the victim on foot while she sat in her vehicle 

and again pointed a firearm at her and a passenger.  The victim drove north on Summit Ave. and 

flagged down a passing Sheriff’s Deputy.   Altadena Sheriffs arrived at the residence and notified 

PPD about the assault.  Officers responded and traffic stop was conducted on a vehicle that was 

seen leaving the suspect’s residence.  The suspect was in the vehicle and detained.  The location 

of occurrence was searched after obtaining a search warrant but only ammunition was recovered 

from inside. The suspect was arrested for domestic violence. 

June 26, 2019, 8:19 p.m., Officers conducted a traffic stop in the area of Raymond Ave. & 

Mountain St..  Upon contacting the driver, he failed to identify himself.  Officers removed him 

from the vehicle and discovered a concealed knife.  Upon being taken into custody for the illegal 

knife, he struck an officer in the head with his elbow, and a struggle ensued causing injury to the 

other Officers hand.  He was arrested for assaulting a police officer and identified during the 

booking process. 

June 27, 2019, 3:41 p.m., Four male adults and one female adult were driving south on Oakland 

Ave. from Villa St.  They stopped their vehicle and began arguing with a male and female adult 

who were standing adjacent to their vehicles.  The suspects drove away, but returned a short time 

later.  The suspects exited their vehicle and challenged the victims to fight.  One of the suspects 

was armed with a knife.  The other suspects began breaking the windows of the victim’s vehicles 

while the victims ran from the location.  As the suspects re-entered their vehicle and fled the area, 

the police helicopter spotted them and directed ground units to conduct a traffic stop.  The suspects 

were detained and later arrested for an assault with a deadly weapon.  
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