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Flores, Valerie

Subject: FW: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on 
Agenda Item 1. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL PROCESS FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY POLICE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION

From: City Web <cityweb@cityofpasadena.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 10:50 AM 
To: Flores, Valerie <vflores@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on Agenda Item 1. DISCUSSION OF 
POTENTIAL PROCESS FOR APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY POLICE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 

Public Comment for Public Safety Committee 
Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1. 
DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL PROCESS FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF 
COMMUNITY POLICE OVERSIGHT 
COMMISSION 

Select one City 

legislative body for 

the comment 

Public Safety Committee 

Meeting Date October 7, 2020 

Agenda Item 1. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL PROCESS FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY POLICE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 

Name Breathe Justice 

City Pasadena 

State CA 

Zip Code 91104 

Comments (under 

200 words) 

Councilmembers, walk in the community’s shoes for a moment.  

 

You believe you’re a victim of police misconduct. You fear complaining directly 
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to the police. You learn of a new, Community-based Police Oversight Commission 

that investigates cases like yours. Then you realize the Commission includes 

police officers. You decline to submit your complaint, the issue is never addressed, 

and PPD continues policies that deepen the police-community divide. 

 

Can you see how installing police officers on the Commission to Oversee the 

police presents a conflict of interest and sabotages community trust?  

 

Police influence permeates the Oversight Commission via police training, and 

substantial police union contributions to councilmembers appointing 

Commissioners. Moreover, the Chief-of-Police has ultimate authority with no 

obligation to enact Commission recommendations.  

 

To function independently, enhance police-community relations, and build 

community trust, the Police Oversight Commission must: 

 

-Restrict current and former police officers and their representatives from 

membership.  

 

-Equitably apply the same restrictions the ordinance places upon attorneys to 

police officers. 

 

-Prioritize Commission appointment to African Americans, Northwest and Central 

Pasadena residents— communities most in need of improved police-community 

relations, per 2016’s study. 

 

-Choose Commissioners who demonstrate commitment to police oversight, and 

strong understanding of the importance of upholding civil rights and civil liberties 

in policing. 

I consent to have my 

comment read out 

loud during the 

meeting.  

Yes 

 



1

Flores, Valerie

Subject: FW: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on 
Agenda Item 1

From: City Web <cityweb@cityofpasadena.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 12:40 PM 
To: Flores, Valerie <vflores@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on Agenda Item 1 

Public Comment for Public Safety Committee 
Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1 

Select one City 

legislative body for 

the comment 

Public Safety Committee 

Meeting Date October 7, 2020 

Agenda Item 1 

Name Sonja K Berndt 

City Pasadena 

State CA 

Zip Code 91107 

Comments (under 200 

words) 

I am a Pasadena resident and a retired state prosecutor. Thank you for considering 

these suggestions regarding appointments to the Community Police Oversight 

Commission: First, the Commission must be made up of persons who believe that 

oversight of the PPD is necessary. This must be a litmus test. If someone is 

appointed who believes no oversight is necessary, that person has an ACTUAL 

bias against the very oversight he/she is supposed to be conducting. Second, 

current and former police officers and their representatives need to be excluded 

from appointment due to their inherent bias. PPD officers must be excluded from 

appointment for the additional reason that they have a conflict of interest. The 

ordinance bans attorneys from appointment if he/she or their law firm has a 

pending case against the PPD due to conflicts of interest. A PPD officer has the 
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same conflict of interest. How can that person be objective in finding misconduct 

of someone he/she works with? Finally, the Commission needs to include persons 

with investigatory or litigation experience who will be able to critically review 

reports to identify gaps in information and who will identify problems with the 

ordinance so they can be resolved with amendments. 

I consent to have my 

comment read out 

loud during the 

meeting.  

Yes 

 



1

Flores, Valerie

Subject: FW: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on 
Agenda Item 1

From: City Web <cityweb@cityofpasadena.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 1:54 PM 
To: Flores, Valerie <vflores@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on Agenda Item 1 

Public Comment for Public Safety Committee 
Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1 

Select one City legislative 

body for the comment 

Public Safety Committee 

Meeting Date October 7, 2020 

Agenda Item 1 

Name Donna Sider 

City Pasadena 

State CA 

Zip Code 91106 

Comments (under 200 

words) 

I strongly support the work of Breathe Justice and echo their statements. 

We believe that: 

The Police Oversight Commission should Restrict current and former police 

officers and their representatives from membership. 

Police overseeing themselves = Serious Conflict of Interest. 

Police Union Funding of council members' campaigns --> Conflict of 

Interest and Questionable Selection Objectivity. 

Strong police presence is already built into the oversight model because the 

Police Chief is not obligated to follow any Commission recommendations. 

The Police Oversight Commission should be chosen by community 

organizations who have demonstrated commitment to police oversight. 

Pasadena Communities with the most negative perceptions of policing 
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should have the greatest representation on the Commission (African 

Americans, Northwest & Central Pasadena residents). 

I consent to have my 

comment read out loud 

during the meeting.  

Yes 
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Flores, Valerie

Subject: FW: Public Comment for Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1

 
From: City Web <cityweb@cityofpasadena.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 2:27 PM 
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse <publiccomment@cityofpasadena.net> 
Subject: Public Comment for Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1 
 

Public Comment for Meeting on October 7, 2020 
about Agenda Item 1 

Name: Florence A Email:  Phone:  Address:  

Comments: 

Good afternoon everyone, we are at a new place Pasadena is about to have a commission of diverse 

people at a table from around our city working and making the Pasadena Police accountable not 

just to people of color especially but every resident in the city. One of the most important aspect of 

this commission will be the training they will receive and to read the ordinance that is only police 

training is to lose the very point of the commission so I ask you to strongly add training that brings 

equity and cultural sensitivity for all the voices in the commission. Where commission members 

uncomfortably learn what they will be facing from our community not from a privileged lenses or 

from I know it all because I know the streets. Please research the two trainings that are presented. 

Crossroads Antiracism Organizing and Training plus Trauma Informed Training both great 

organizations that will bring a lot to the table. We must make this commission succeed and maybe 

be a model to others in rebuilding the bridge of trust that has been broken so many times over the 

past years with the Pasadena Police. 

Consent given to read my comments out loud: Yes  
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Flores, Valerie

From: City Web
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 2:40 PM
To: Flores, Valerie
Subject: Public Comment for Public Safety Committee Meeting on October 7, 2020 on Agenda 

Item 1

Public Comment for Public Safety Committee 
Meeting on October 7, 2020 about Agenda Item 1 

Select one City 

legislative body for 

the comment 

Public Safety Committee 

Meeting Date October 7, 2020 

Agenda Item 1 

Name Jasmine Richards 

City Pasadena 

State CA 

Zip Code 91104 

Comments (under 200 

words) 

The Oversight Committee should have subpoena power. In regards to selection, 

each Council District should vote on a representative to be placed on the 

Committee. Then City Council should be allowed 3 seats. The people of Pasadena 

should be able to select their own representatives to the Committee, which should 

constitute the majority of seats, because the purpose of the Committee is to be as 

external as possible and to increase trust from the community as much as possible. 

Allowing the communities of Pasadena to have a larger say in the appointees will 

provide a stronger foundation to create a true environment of community-based 

oversight, rather than an internally selected oversight whose conflicts of interest 

could negatively impact the effectiveness of such a Committee. Please increase 

the selection of representatives from the communities of Pasadena, as that will 

increase the efficiency and integrity of the Committee. A majority of community 

selected seats will create a stronger foundation for this Committee. 
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I consent to have my 

comment read out 

loud during the 

meeting.  

Yes 

 




