


From: michael brady
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Subject: Gas Powered Landscape Equipment
Date: Friday, October 9, 2020 3:05:21 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

I will be out of town on Tuesday, however as a former Commissioner on the EAC, I would like to register my
opinion, and respectfully thank the Commissioners for their service to the City.

While gas powered lawnmowers and blowers are ubiquitous, I believe we have come to a time to change. We are
learning more and more about improving and protecting our immediate as well as global environment. Regardless of
water usage, I believe lawns are important for carbon exchange, cooling and frankly keeping dust down.

I have no objection to gas powered lawn mowers,

Blowers are a different thing entirely however. They are incredibly noisy, and worst, the put an entirely
unacceptable and damaging amount of dust, dirt and pollen up in the air. They make it unhealthy to go for walks or
be in the front yard when the neighbors are using them, and are entirely replaceable with rakes and brooms.

Without going further, I would like to see gas powered at least and preferably all blowers banned in the City. Lawn
vacuums could be substituted as they don’t put dust, dirt and allergens in the air, and would probably lessen the
clogging load on the storm drain system

Thank you for your consideration

Mike Brady



From: Michael Rhine
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Subject: Gas blowers and lawn mowers
Date: Friday, October 9, 2020 1:59:48 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

We need to get with it pasadena and eliminate these noisy, polluting machines. They arent necessary and should be
replaced with battery power soon!

Sent from my iPhone





From: Kathy Macauley
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Subject: Landscape noise pollution
Date: Sunday, October 11, 2020 8:16:20 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

     Landscape machines are a terrible nuisance.  Leaf blowers are particularly awful.  They are grating and disturb
the peace.  A rake makes a much softer sound.   Furthermore, leaf blowers blow up a lot of dust unnecessarily!  One
doesn’t want to drive by a leaf blower in use!
      Some small communities have banned the use of leaf blowers.  If they can do that, Pasadena can too.
     Electric mowers make very little sound compared to gas mowers.  Could me have a ban on gas mowers by some
future date ( to give services time to change equipment)?
     It is wonderful to have this noise pollution addressed.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Zwart Family
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Cc: ; Masuda, Gene
Subject: Usage and Adherence of Power Equipment Guidelines
Date: Sunday, October 11, 2020 4:57:50 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

Dear Ariel -

Both my wife’s and my families have lived in Pasadena for nearly 100 years dating back to the early 1920’s.
Obviously many things have changed in the city over the years and among them is the tremendous increase in noise,
particularly as it relates to power equipment. I understand that power equipment has become a way of life in today’s
world as we employ a gardener who uses power equipment as do I. My concern isn’t so much the power equipment
itself but it’s the following of the city’s guidelines and ordinances along with the city’s enforcement of those rules
that has prompted me to contact my city councilman, Gene Masuda, in the past along with this correspondence.

Quite often, not only in my immediate neighborhood but also in the other many Pasadena neighborhoods I both
walk and bike ride through, power equipment is being operated well outside the designated hours and day they are
allowed. I believe this occurs as many residents and/or their workers are either unaware of the city ordinance(s) and
guidelines(s) or they just disregard them altogether as the city doesn’t appear to enforce them or have consequences
to those not following the rules. Unfortunately, to many, laws and rules are meaningless if they’re not enforced or
don’t have consequences associated with them.

My inquiry is simple - how does the city make aware, govern and enforce the power equipment ordinance(s) and
what are the consequences to those who don’t follow them?

Yes, times have sure changed in Pasadena over the past 100 years but respect for our neighborhoods and, more
importantly, our neighbors, shouldn’t have or been allowed to.

Thank you for you time! I look forward to a timely response.

Respectfully,

Peter Zwart

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone









From: Elizabeth Brady
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Subject: leaf blowers
Date: Monday, October 12, 2020 9:13:32 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

Mr or Ms Hudgins,

Please include my comment with the many similar ones I’m sure you will be receiving about lawn mowers and leaf
blowers - the noise level in our 91106 neighborhood is deafening on any given day of the week! If we could limit
leaf blowing to a few days of the week it would be a welcome relief.
Say Tuesdays and Wednesdays only, then we would all get a rest from the noise. I hope this idea is under
consideration.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Woods
Pasadena, CA 91106















From: Noelle Mayhew
To: Hudgins, Ariel
Subject: Leaf blowers
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:26:15 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
------------------------

I am in full support of a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers!
It would be so wonderful to get rid of this source of air and noise pollution.
I have a child with asthma and have always wondered why we allow these leaf blowers when they contribute to our
air pollution. It can’t be good for the workers who have to use them either!
Sincerely,
Noelle Mayhew
(Pasadena resident)



The Health Risks of Leaf Blowing  
Leaf blowers can be seen lining our Pasadena streets nearly everyday. The dangers of 

something so ubiquitous can easily be overlooked, yet leaf blowers have detrimental effects on 
our physical health, our mental health, and the health of our environment. 

In the midst of a pandemic, offices and schools have shut down, leaving many of us to 
work and learn from home. Noise pollution from leaf blowers, while already damaging in the 
pre-pandemic world, has now become exponentially more detrimental. The roar of leaf blowers 
not only interrupts work, decreasing productivity, but interrupts sleep and relaxation, which can 
be draining to our mental health. And the impacts of this near constant noise do not stop there. A 
National Institute of Health study on lawn and garden equipment states, “Adverse health effects 
from sound include auditory effects such as hearing loss and tinnitus, and non-auditory effects 
such as reduced cognitive performance and mental health, sleep disruption, ischemic heart 
disease, myocardial infarction, and hypertension.” According to the CDC, exposure to noise 
greater than 80 dB (leaf blowers usually produce 80 - 85 dB) is enough to cause permanent 
hearing damage after only 2 hours of exposure. Now consider how long we are exposed to this 
noise daily, let alone how long our gardeners are exposed. However, noise is far from the only 
health danger posed by leaf blowers. 

Leaf blowers fill our air with dangerous fumes, toxins, and carcinogens. According to the 
Lung Association, a leaf blower motor emits as much smog as 17 cars. This pollution is known 
to cause cardiopulmonary disease and cancer. Air pollution affects neighbors and work crews, 
and is particularly hazardous for those with lung disabilities, including asthma. Clouds of dust 
and dangerous fumes linger in our air, but there is more to this air quality problem. Blowers also 
re-aerosolize particulate matter from the ground, such as fossil fuel détritus, as well as germs and 
contaminants from the driveways, parking lots, and streets. According to the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, “Leaf blowers push 300 to 700 cubic feet of air per 
minute at 150 to 280 MPH. The resulting dust can contain PM2. 5 and PM10 particles including 
pollen and mold, animal feces, heavy metals, and chemicals from herbicides and pesticides.” 
Leaf blowers still operate using the outdated and inefficient technology of 2-stroke engines. In 
addition to the hydrocarbons released from burned fuel, leaf blowers’ 2-stroke motors release 
many dangerous chemicals in the form of unburnt fuel, including but not limited to benzene, 1,3 
butadiene, acetaldehyde, and formaldehyde, according to the California Air Resources Board. 
Studies from the Silent Spring Institute in Massachusetts, recently published in an NIH journal, 
found that benzene and butadiene are the two most common breast cancer carcinogens. A 2014 
study published in Nature Communications found that each cubic meter of exhaust from an 
idling two-stroke scooter engine contained 60,000 times the safe exposure levels of benzene. 
While many countries have long been banning 2-stroke engines, we still allow them in our 
backyards.  

Those most at risk are gardening crews, who may suffer chronic respiratory conditions, 
eye and vision conditions, chronic sinus issues, and cumulatively higher risks for cancers and 
cardiopulmonary disease due to their extended exposures. Knowing these risks, and as 
employers, we should take some responsibility for making sure our gardeners are not at 
increased risk (that they may not even know of) because of the jobs they do for us. We are 
exposing our neighbors, our gardeners, and our families to high risks in exchange for very 
minimal rewards. A leafless environment is not beneficial, and many leaves end up merely 
redistributed around the neighborhood, all the while releasing dangerous chemicals and 
pollutants into our atmosphere.  



To be clear, we are not advocating for taking any work away from gardeners, rather for 
the use of alternative methods to keep themselves and the community safe. Although better, 
electric blowers are not necessarily the answer because they still pose many of the same health 
risks, most notably the aerosolization of ground pollutants and toxins. Instead, we should be 
raking and sweeping, and if a few leaves are left on the ground, they will only benefit the health 
of the soil below. 

In addition to the many health risks they pose to us, leaf blowers also threaten the health 
of our planet. The California Air Resources Board found that one hour of leaf blower use is 
equivalent to driving 1,100 miles (the distance from LA to Denver). The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation explains that “The amount of CO (carbon 
monoxide) emitted from a typical backpack leaf blower for just 1 hour is equal to CO coming 
from the tailpipe of a current year automobile operating for over 8 hours. For the other 
pollutants, [including hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen, and PM’s (fine particulate matter)] the 
amounts are even greater.” In 2017, the California Air Resources Board issued a warning that by 
2020, gas-powered leaf blowers, lawn mowers, and similar equipment in the state could produce 
more ozone pollution than all the millions of cars in California combined. We have already 
reached this grim milestone, and the pollution will only increase. It is time for us to take action 
and phase out leaf blowing in our community. 

-- Wendy M Denham, MD 
-- Jeffrey H Denham, MD 
-- Gillian Denham 









Thank you very much for your work on this important public health problem.

Steven E. Clark
Professor, Department of Psychology
University of California, Riverside
Riverside, CA 92521








