Council will see fit to ban these health jeopardizing instruments.
Thank you for listening,
Gene B. Rossini
Select One

Contact District 4
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regarding
your
comment?

Yes - I would like to provide my contact information

NAME

Gene Rossini

EMAIL
IP Address
User-Agent
(Browser/OS)

Mozilla Firefox 81.0 / Windows

Referrer

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district4/contact/

Many who operate these machines do not understand the long term damage these
blowers create for the health and safety of our children and community. Many of
these landscapers unconsciously plow through residential yards only for money, and
unfortunately fail to see the damage they are doing in the long term. It is time for our
elected officials to step up and do the right thing here! BRING BACK RAKES!! They
are kindler, gentler, and hazard free...in addition to promoting good physical fitness.
Again, thank you for your time and communicating my concern about this very, very
important issue that faces our community.

Best regards,
Seph
**********************************************************************
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CAUTION This ema l was de ivered from the Internet Do not click inks or open attachmen s unless you know the content is safe

Dear Ariel Huggins I sent the below email last year and am forwarding it on again.
Our neighbors are pretty much unanimous in the support on a leaf blower ban (I can’t say unanimous as I haven’t talked with every last person on our street, but let’s just say that animosity towards leaf blowers is pretty high)
Please please please take the steps to improve our environment, our health and our neighborhoods and ban leaf blowers.
Please.
Sincerely,
Jeannette Lindsay

Begin forwarded message:

From: J Lindsay
Date: January 8, 2019 at 11 06 08 AM PST
To: dsinclair@cityofpasadena.net
Subject: Leaf blower discussion

Dear David,
I am, unfortunately, unable to attend the meeting this evening to discuss the ban on leaf blowers, but would like to voice my wholehearted support for a full ban.
Some stats:
- A gas powered leaf blower emits the same amount of CFC gases in a 1/2 hour as a Ford 150 pickup 3800 miles (similar to driving from here to Juneau Alaska). Let’s do our part to reduce greenhouse gas emissions & begin to reverse climate change!
- a leafblower uses gale force winds to move the leaves which is damaging to the environment, blowing away topsoil, degrading the air quality, destroying many beneficial insects & spreading harmful insect infestation.
- But let’s face it, what’s driving us all crazy is the noise. A leaf blower can reach 100 decibels and the sound carries for hundreds of feet, bouncing off buildings and reverberating through the neighborhood.
It seems there isn’t a day that goes by (sometimes Sundays)that there is not a leaf blower on our block. And they are not just using them in the yard. They are using them in parking lots, on driveways and in garages blowing debris and dust for long periods of time. Sometimes they even
use them on dirt. The gardener stands with clouds of dust billowing around him, oblivious to what is going on, too focused on chasing two or three leaves down a driveway.
My mother has breathing problems and cannot sit outside or even keep her windows open due to the noise & all the particulate matter that is being blown into the air. The air pollution & the noise are damaging to everyone. But what’s crazy is the poor gardener is getting the worst of it!
They may say it makes their job easier, but at what cost? Lung disease and loss of hearing? Not worth it. And that has an impact on our community as well. Consider the burden on our hospitals and on the families who rely on their income. What happens when they can’t work anymore?
Who is going to pay for the doctor and hospital bills?
And I’m not convinced it does make their jobs easier. A rake and a broom would be just as efficient in most cases (although, admittedly, probably not as much fun chasing down those two or three leaves)
Dozens of cities over the past twenty years have already banned leaf blowers without issue. Not one has reversed the ban. Let’s talk to those cities & their residents - how has the leaf blower ban affected them in terms of quality of life & landscape maintenance costs?
I was recently in Santa Barbara for a few days and it occurred to me how wonderfully quiet it was - no leaf blowers! I saw a gardener calmly raking some leaves under a tree and I wanted to hug him!
I wish I could be there tonight. I do hope you will take my comments under consideration. I think a full ban would make Pasadena a much better, cleaner & more peaceful city.
Sincerely,
Jeannette Lindsay
This from the Washington Post:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/home/we-know-you-love-your-leaf-blower-but-its-ruining-the-neighborhood/2016/10/31/0563e4a4-9b99-11e6-b3c9-f662adaa0048 story.html?utm term .74eb196a0b91
In a recent paper written with Jamie Banks, of an organization named Quiet Communities in Lincoln, Mass., Walker measured the sound from a commercial-grade gasoline blower at various distances. Even from 800 feet away, the noise was above the 55-decibel threshold at which sound
is considered harmful by the World Health Organization, she said. Another problem is that the machines emit a low-frequency sound that is not measured conventionally but which travels long distances and penetrates building walls.
From “The Devils Hairdryer” by David Dudley on citylab.com https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/:
The Atlantic’s esteemed national correspondent, James Fallows, has led an epic campaign against the Leaf Blower Menace. Those who want to explore all the moral and environmental arguments should consult his deep body of advocacy first. But the short version goes like this:
The crude little two-stroke engines used by most commercial backpack-style blowers are pollution bombs. “Simplest benchmark: running a leafblower for 30 minutes creates more emissions than driving a F-150 pickup truck 3800 miles,” Fallows writes. “About one-third of the
gasoline that goes into this sort of engine is spewed out, unburned, in an aerosol mixed with oil in the exhaust.”
Those emissions—plus all the other fine-particulate crap that the blowers kick up—constitute a public health hazard for anyone in the vicinity, but especially for the <person> running the thing. In most cities and suburbs, those most afflicted are low-wage employees of landscaping
companies, not residents or homeowners.
. . A gas blower at full cry can exceed a 100 decibels for the operator (OSHA requires hearing protections at 85), as these Sacramento blower foes explain, and it carries for hundreds of feet in every direction, irritating all who dwell therein.
This from Redondo Beach News report on their Leafblower ban http://tbrnews.com/news/redondo beach/leaf-blower-ban-takes-effect-in-redondo-beach/article 3d9acb36-a4d8-11e8-8ca6-6304ff3d0957.html:
City makes adjustment
Along with the residents, the city’s public works crews ditched their motorized leaf blowers last week in favor of rakes and brooms. Public Works Director Ted Semaan said the department purchased an outdoor vacuum to pick up leaves and grass clippings on hard surfaces.
“We're trying it out to see how workable that is before we purchase more,” Semaan said.

Back when the council first took up the matter in January, Semaan said switching to brooms and rakes would take the city’s 23 fulltime personnel roughly five times longer to maintain Redondo’s 14 parks, 19 parkettes, roadway medians
City staff used leaf blowers approximately 30 hours per week, or 1,500 staff hours per year, Semaan told the council. By switching to brooms and rakes, Semaan estimated it would increase those activities to 150 hours per week or 7,500 hours per year, costing the city an additional
$180,000 per year, according to a city staff report.
However, a longtime employee who oversaw ground keeping operations for the city of Los Angeles said they did not experience a significant increase in maintenance costs when they banned leaf blowers.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

nancy kaiser
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf blowers
Thursday, October 15, 2020 10:39:23 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------Hello,
Next door suggested people email you with comments about outlawing leaf blowers.
I say, yes, please outlaw them in Pasadena. Recently, I was working at my desk at home with the window open in
Pasadena. A gardener was using a leaf blower on some plants and blew the leaf blower into my open window. It
made me sick - I got an intense headache and had trouble breathing. It was so bad that I was considered going to
Urgent Care, but due to fear of covid19, I waited to see if I’d feel better. This Reaction took about 2-3 hours to pass.
I called our property manager to report the incident by the gardener. (I don’t have the date, but they might.) Based
on my physical reaction, clearly the use of blowers are not healthy, cause harm, and should be outlawed in
Pasadena.
Thank you. Good luck!
Nancy Kaiser

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Wintner
Hudgins, Ariel
Banning two stroke leaf blowers
Friday, October 16, 2020 7:59:01 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------I’m am very upset at the regular weekly use of a leaf blower on the rental property where I live. The property is
blessed with mature trees but cursed with a noxious maintenance practice! My home is at ground level, and every
week the gardener blows leaves for an hour, surrounding me, at close range, with foul fuel exhaust fumes, as well as
dust.
As much as I appreciate my leafy, well-enclosed garden, it happens to be at the corner of a stoplight intersection,
where car, truck, and bus exhaust are already a constant presence.
Banning two stroke leaf blowers would at least protect me and other community members from the unhealthy and
unpleasant exhaust exposure of close range use, when better alternatives exist to manage leaf litter.
Please ban the use of
Sent from my iPhone
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathleen Dooling
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf blowers
Friday, October 16, 2020 8:24:29 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------I have always maintained that if people were home in their houses, leaf blowers would be banned. Now with the
pandemic people are realizing how terrible they are. We have a neighbor who blows for 5 hours 12 to 5 or 6 at
night. Two days a week
I have talked to him and the city but he is better for a week or two then back at it. It is unnecessary they are only
leaves. They are not dangerous. He has to have his tennis court clean but I have never heard anyone ever play
tennis. No one should be subjected to the noise and dust for 5 straight hours two times a week!!!!
If south Pasadena can do it so can we. As I said they are JUST LEAVES!
Kathy DOOLING

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

W Bongiovanni
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf blowers
Friday, October 16, 2020 10:19:57 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------Please add my name to the list of Pasadena residents in favor of banning leaf blowers.
Thank you
William Bongiovanni
Chester Ave
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Susan Long
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf blowers comment
Friday, October 16, 2020 3:59:20 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------Ariel,
I understand public comments on leaf blowers in Pasadena are to be directed to you. My husband and I are avid
cyclists and ride many of the streets of Pasadena and Los Angeles. Leaf blowers are an incredible nuisance and in
my opinion should be banned. All they do is kick up dust, dirt and leaves and move them from one yard to the next
or out onto the street where cyclists like us, as well as walkers, have to turn out heads in order to avoid sucking in all
that pollution. Either rakes or vacuums would be great substitutions. It’s really a joke to watch leaf blowers
blowing everything into another persons yard or out onto the recently swept streets of Pasadena. People with
allergies are also affected by all thet dust in the air. If one would just think about a leaf blower, it does just
that…..blows the leaves off one person’s yard to someone else’s yard. Go figure.
Thank you for you attention to this.
Susan Long

·       Highlights
o   ○

leaf

of public comments received by EAC include:

In 2011, Edmunds, a major car reviewer, compared the 2-stroke-engine

blower with a Ford F-150 Raptor pickup truck, finding that a half-hour of yard
work produced the same amount of hydrocarbon emissions as a 3,887-mile
truck drive.
o   ○

Numerous complaints with respect to the noise throughout the day, but
particularly in the early morning.

o   ○

A 2-stroke leaf blower generates in 1 hour of use as much carbon pollution
as a sedan driven for 7,000 miles, according to the California Air Quality
Management District study of leaf blowers commissioned by the Legislature in
2000. The same study found that there were over 600,000 2-stroke leaf blowers
in use in the state, and state-wide they contributed between 2%-9% of all GHG
emissions.

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019-03-12Enviornmental-Advisory-Commission-Memo-Re-Lawn-and-Garden-EquipmentPolicy-Review.pdf

It is time to stop the madness now, once and for all.
Please let me know if I can be of assistance in any way.
Best regards,
Mansur Kamaletdinov
Pasadena, CA 91101

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Richard Pina
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf Blowers
Saturday, October 17, 2020 9:30:19 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------Ms Hudgins,
I cannot adequately express my disdain for the daily annoyance of engine sounds from landscaping companies
working on and along Ohio Street in Pasadena.
Although, we love our neighborhood looking so pristine due to their efforts, the noise emitted from their equipment
is unbearable. I am in full support of banning the use gas powered landscaping equipment in our City.
Thank you,
Richard H. Pina

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pat Feely
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf Blowers
Saturday, October 17, 2020 11:29:49 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------What ever happened to the rake and the broom? Every surface outside on our patio is covered in dust all the time.
The dust gets into our garage and covers our cars. We smell the exhaust inside our house and notice more dust than
should be normal. I change our furnace filters every two months and they are dark gray each time. Imagine our
lungs.
As for noise, in our Linda Vista neighborhood most mow and blow happens on Thursdays and as a result there is
hardly a minute during working yours that we do not hear them. However, I am less concerned about noise than air
quality. How can a state be so concerned about CO2 emissions and ignore dust and smoke from leaf blowers?
Electric versions don’t solve the dust problem and only help a little with noise.
Rakes and brooms are the solution to restoring sanity in our neighborhoods not electric versions.
Patrick Feely
Pasadena Resident for 29 years

Bob Aronoff ( Oct 17, 2020 )

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nico
Hudgins, Ariel
Leaf Blowers
Sunday, October 18, 2020 12:27:05 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.
-----------------------Hello Ariel Hudgins
Leaf blowers and other motorized tools are the major factor interfering
with quality of life every day in Pasadena. We live on South Marengo,
and each day go on a two mile walk on Los Robles, Allendale, Madison,
Oakland, etc.
There is seldom any quiet, except on Sunday! On most blocks the noise is
nearly constant. What would be a very pleasant peaceful neighborhood is
filled with constant loud random noise.
I bet property values and people's outlooks would rise dramatically if
they could be banned!
Gardening work got done before leaf blowers, and it'll get done if
they're banned. If raking takes more time, there'll be more employment.
Thanks for listening.
Nicholas Wells
Pasadena Resident
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thyret, Pam
Hudgins, Ariel
FW: Leaf blowers
Friday, October 23, 2020 11:54:54 AM

Ariel,
This constituent wants to submit this email as public comment to the EAC.
Thanks.
Pam Thyret
District 7 Liaison for Councilmember Andy Wilson
From: Robert Cameron
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 7:52 PM
To: Thyret, Pam <pthyret@cityofpasadena.net>
Subject: Leaf blowers
CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

As a retired person. Every day I must hear the constant "loud" noise of these leaf blowers!
(For years). I wish the city would do something to stop this "noise madness! Not to mention
the extreme pollution! We can resolve this issue; now and forever. Thank you! Robert
Cameron. (7th district).

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

A. T.
Hudgins, Ariel
Environmental Advisory Commission Public Comment
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:47:10 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

I am a resident of the city of Pasadena and a special education teacher. Since March 2020, I
have been working from home and my teenage daughter has been attending school online.
About 3-5 days a week, sometimes multiple times per day, we endure intrusive noise caused
by gas powered gardening equipment. This noise pollution constantly disturbs our peace,
makes work difficult, and further pollutes the air we breathe. We often shut all windows and
wear noise cancellation headphones in order to be able to focus on our work.  
I support a complete ban on gas powered gardening equipment, including lawn mowers,
trimmers, and leaf blowers, as they contribute to air and noise pollution and negatively impact
our lives. Alternatively, at a minimum, the city of Pasadena should ban leaf blowers and
trimmers. Rakes, brooms, and shears are easy, inexpensive, and efficient substitutes.  
I empathize with hardworking gardeners who use the equipment and I recognize that a ban on
equipment may increase the cost of gardening services. However, having less pollution and
less noise would make the price increase well worth it to me.
Thank you for considering my comments.
Sincerely,
Arpi Tamzarian

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hudgins, Ariel
Hudgins, Ariel
FW: Ban 2 stroke gas powered blowers
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 4:11:17 PM

From: Pilar Reynaldo
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:38 PM
To: Hudgins, Ariel <ahudgins@cityofpasadena net>
Subject: Ban 2 stroke gas powered blowers
Hello,
Please consider banning gas leaf blowers. Gas leaf blowers create high levels of formaldehyde, benzine, fine
particulate matter and smog forming chemicals which are known to cause dizziness, headaches, asthma attacks,
heart and lung disease , cancer and dementia.
They are also huge contributors to smog and unhealthful air quality. Our planet is so taxed we must start making
changes to lighten the load on mother earth.
Sincerely,
Pilar Reynaldo
Concerned Citizen

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bruce Edwin
Hudgins, Ariel; talent manager producer
comments
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 4:13:35 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

REQUEST #: 205366
CATEGORY: General Comment - Citizen Service Center
DESCRIPTION: I am requesting that you put an immediate city wide ban on leaf blowers.
Why?
1, In most of the rest of the country outside of California, leaf blowers are not even widely
used. People use a thing called a rake, broom, and hose. They are not necessary. Leaf blowers
are a source of major noise pollution, disturbing an already damaged noisy environment with
unnecessary extra noise pollution.
2, Pollution. Leaf blowers don't just blow leaves. They literally blow dust and dirt into the air,
on peoples cars, in the streets, on to and in to peoples homes and cars, and on to and in to
people. To allow men to blow dirt and dust on people, DURING the peak of a respiratory
pandemic--is just stupid.
3, You are opening yourself up to liability from legal action from those harmed by leaf
blowers pollution during a pandemic.
Please end this terrible practice now. . Thank you. --Bruce Edwin, Hollywood Sentinel
SUBMITTED: 10/26/2020 11:20 AM  
SECONDLY
Please also hold SoCal Edison responsible for the fires they have caused that are devastating
our communities with fire and for most--terrible smoke inhalation.
LASTLY
Please lessen the restrictions from the shutdown, which are having more devastating effects on
the lives and health of the community and doing more harm than the virus itself. Many are
simply moving out of the state because they cannot afford to live and can't work in a city that
has been shut down for nearly a year. Homelessnes has massively expanded due to the
shutdown, and they are not getting the help they need.
Thank you.

