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Linda Vista-Annandale Association 

 

May 4, 2021 

 
Paul Novak, Hearing Officer 
City of Pasadena 
c/o David Sinclair, Senior Planner 
 
Re:  CUP #6577; 1410 Wierfield Drive; Hearing May 5, 2021; Agenda Item 2.A. 
 
Mr. Novak, 
 
This Comment Letter is an Addendum to our prior Linda Vista-Annandale Association 
(LVAA) letter dated May 2, 2921, commenting on this matter. 
 
Public Access.  First, LVAA has additional information and comment on the public 
access issue.  The source of acquisition funding that is equal to in importance, or, even 
more important, is Pasadena’s Residential Impact Fees.  As we pointed out in our prior 
letter: 
 
In February, 2009, the City Council approved the purchase of 38 parcels totaling about 
21 acres. As part of this action, the City Council appropriated $2 million in local 
residential impact fee funds for the acquisition. The agenda report included a brief 
description of trails and a small trailhead parking lot. 
 

Residential Impact Fees are collected by the City of Pasadena from developers of 
projects in the City for the purposes of acquisition, construction and installation of City 
parkland, and. Interest on the funds collected may be used to maintain any park or any 
capital improvement located in any park.  See Chapter 4.17 of the Pasadena Municipal 
Code and sections following – Residential Impact Fee. 
 
The types of parks that can be acquired with Pasadena Residential Impact Fees 
include the following, each of which may apply to Annandale Canyon Park, although 
this park is not adjacent to a school site: 
 

B. Community Parks. These facilities are approximately 5 to 25 acres in size and are 
designed primarily for recreational activities of all age groups. They serve and 
attract users from a wider community than the neighborhood parks. They may be 
combined with or be located adjacent to junior high or high school sites.  

C. City-wide Parks. These parks afford contact with the natural and/or historic 
environment and possess a unique character or function not found in neighborhood 
or community parks. They contain facilities which are used by residents throughout 
the city for activities which cannot be accommodated in other parks. 
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In either case, public access is required.  The proposed project is the most minimal, 
least impactful approach to required public access. 
 
This is a sensitive subject: this site is not the private domain of a part of the City and 
part of the Linda Vista-Annandale neighborhood.  It belongs to all of us because of the 
significant public funds used to purchase this land for park purposes, including 
Residential Impact Fees.  Neighbors throughout the Linda Vista-Annandale area want to 
access this park.  We who live in other parts of Linda Vista-Annandale have been 
waiting for years for the opportunity safely and enjoyably to access the park.  The 
minimal proposed access improvements should be approved to facilitate broad 
neighborhood and public access. 
 
Management of the Park.  It should be noted that when these park improvements are 
completed, management of the park will be the responsibility of the Pasadena 
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department which includes professional 
management personnel.  LVAA has a good relationship with Department staff and 
expects improvements in management of the area. 
 
Further, City parks management is facilitated by the Recreation and Parks Commission.  
A Board member of LVAA is a Parks and Recreation Commissioner and probably would 
be available to facilitate community meetings or other solutions to improving Park 
management and resolving community issues as they arise, as would the LVAA Board 
in general which includes several other open space and parks advocates. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these additional comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Nina Chomsky 

 
Nina Chomsky, LVAA President 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  




