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Planning Division  
 

7.14. AOne or more signs shall be installed, to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator, on 
or near the entry gates that displays, at a minimum, (1) the hours of access to the facility, 
and a contact phone number and/or email address to report concerns; (2) the prohibition of 
any overnight camping or parking and the civil and criminal penalties for violations; (3) text 
that is required as a condition to towing vehicles; (4) text that is required for City police to 
remove any persons or vehicles that are occupying the area during the times the gate 
described in paragraph [8] above is to be closed, whether or not the gate is so closed; and 
(5) text that is required in the case of Red Flag days.  
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Proposed Amendments to Conditions of Approval 
As of May 4, 2021, submitted by Pasadena residents and other interested parties. 

 
In light of the many concerns raised by residents and others, this requested conditional use permit should 
be denied, or at very least returned to City staff for further input and review. 

If for any reason the Hearing Officer decides to approve the proposed Conditional Use Permit, and 
subject to the various rights and procedures that residents, grantors and others reserve for appeal and 
other actions, Attachment B as initially proposed by City staff should be amended to read as follows: 

ATTACHMENT B 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #6577 

 
The applicant or successor in interest shall meet the following conditions:  
 
1. The proposed project shall substantially conform to the site plan submitted with this 

application and dated “Approved at Hearing May 5, 2021”, except as modified herein.  
 
2. The approval of this application authorizes the establishment of an access point, a parking 

facility for no more than [insert number] non-commercial vehicles, and a minimally improved 
trail, all to be constructed in a manner so as to cause the least possible disturbance of this 
otherwise unimproved open land . This approval authorizes the City of Pasadena Public 
Works Department to undertake this work at the subject site but with special attention to 
issues of fire and public safety that exist because of the remoteness of the area and the fact 
that the roads leading to it often result in at least 20 minutes or more for any responses by 
City fire, police and other life and safety services.  

 

3. Before any improvements are undertaken, the project shall be reviewed by the City’s Fire 
Chief and the City’s Fire Department, which shall make written recommendations for the 
installation of fire hydrants and any other facilities and services they deem necessary and 
appropriate in order to prevent wild and other fires and to efficiently put out any wild or other 
fires that might occur in the canyon area. This requirement shall include a regular testing by 
the City’s Fire Department of the water pressure in the area prior to the installation of these 
necessary firefighting facilities, and at least quarterly thereafter. 

 

4. Before any improvements are undertaken, the City’s Fire Chief and the City’s Fire 
Department shall undertake a comprehensive review of any and all fire hazards that may 
occur as a result of the construction of the proposed improvements and the subsequent use 
of the area, and shall file a written report with the City Manager and the City Council setting 
forth their determination of the potential fire and other hazards and the actions taken now 
and in the future to mitigate those hazards. 

 

5. An emergency communication box shall be installed by the City at the proposed parking 
facility to allow immediate responses by City fire, police and other life and safety personnel 
in the case of accidents, assaults, other crimes, or personal injuries. The proper operation of 
this emergency communication system shall be inspected at least monthly by [insert name 
of City department – note this condition is essential because of the lack of mobile phone and 
other communication services in the area]. 
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6. [insert number] trash receptacles shall be placed by the City at the proposed parking area 
and every [insert number] feet along the proposed trail and shall be emptied at least 
[once/twice] a week by [insert name of City department responsible for this task]. These 
trash receptacles shall be designed and anchored in such a way as to minimize access by 
wild animals. 

 

7. Before any construction is undertaken at the proposed site, a gate shall be installed by 
[insert name of City department] and with adequate locking capabilities in order to assure no 
ingress or egress from the parking area once the gate is closed and locked, initially during 
construction of the proposed improvements and thereafter for so long as the parking area 
and trail are kept available to the public. 

 

8. The [insert name of City department] shall be responsible for unlocking and opening the 
gate described in paragraph [7] above within [insert number] hours after sunrise each day 
and shall close and lock the gate no more than 30 minutes after sunset each day. This City 
department shall also post a telephone number and other contact information if this 
requirement is not being met at any time, and any such calls or other messages must be 
received by a unit (such as a 911 call center, the police phone line, etc.) that is staffed 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, including holidays.  

 

9. The Pasadena City Police shall patrol this area at least [once] each day and [twice] each 
night to assure no squatters or others are using the area after the above-described gate is 
closed and locked. This requirement covers not only the proposed parking lot and improved 
trail, but the areas surrounding the parking lot and trail and is applicable whether or not the 
gate itself is closed or locked. 

 
10. In accordance with Section 17.64.040 of the Pasadena Municipal Code, the exercise of the 

right granted under this application must be commenced within three years of the effective 
date of the approval. This approval is eligible for two one-year extensions. Each one-year 
extension is required to be reviewed and approved by the Hearing Officer at a noticed public 
hearing. In order for a project to be eligible for a time extension, the applicant is required to 
submit the required fee and time extension application to the Permit Center prior to the 
expiration date of the land use entitlement.  

 
11. The Zoning Administrator, at any time, can call for a review of the approved conditions at a 

duly noticed public hearing. These conditions may be modified or new conditions added to 
reduce any impacts of the use. The Hearing Officer may revoke the Conditional Use Permit 
if sufficient cause is given.  

 
12. Any change to these conditions of approval or expansion of the use shall require the 

modification of this Conditional Use Permit or a new Conditional Use Permit.  
 
13. The applicant or successor in interest shall meet the applicable code requirements of all 

other City Departments. 
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Planning Division  
 

14. One or more signs shall be installed, to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator, on or 
near the entry gates that displays, at a minimum, (1) the hours of access to the facility, and 
a contact phone number and/or email address to report concerns; (2) the prohibition of any 
overnight camping or parking and the civil and criminal penalties for violations; (3) text that 
is required as a condition to towing vehicles; (4) text that is required for City police to remove 
any persons or vehicles that are occupying the area during the times the gate described in 
paragraph [8] above is to be closed, whether or not the gate is so closed; and (5) text that is 
required in the case of Red Flag days. 

 





Proposed Decision of Hearing Officer Denying Requested Conditional Use Permit  
[draft 5/5/21 (3)] 

 
I have reviewed the documents submitted by the City of Pasadena as Applicant, comment 
letters submitted by residents and others, as well as (1) the Project Agreement with the Los 
Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District, (2) the agreement and related 
documents with the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, and (3) the file that was submitted 
on October 27, 2008 to the Pasadena City Council in connection with their Resolution #8902 
including the text of the ballot proposition that was submitted to specified property owners in 
connection with the creation of a special assessment district in order to raise funds for the 
purchase and protection of the area known as the Annandale Canyon Estates and related 
properties (the “Subject Property”). 
 
I conclude: 
 
The grant and related funding and ballot measure documents support the acquisition of the 
Subject Property but indicate the land is to remain in its open and natural condition. 
 
Providing public access to the Subject Property does not require the construction of the 
proposed parking lot, trail or other improvements for a public park, as contemplated by this 
Application for a Conditional Use Permit, and in fact may be contrary to the intentions of some if 
not all of the funding sources. 
 
The Application raises important fire and other life and safety issues without adequately 
addressing ways to remove or otherwise mitigate those hazards. 
 
I therefore: 
 
[deny the Application for the requested Conditional Use Permit]. 
 
[ALTERNATIVE – deny the Application for the requested Conditional Use Permit and return it to 
the City of Pasadena as Applicant for their further consideration. If a similar proposal is 
submitted in the future, it should (a) show how the City and its staff obtained input from the 
affected residents, including those whose properties are being assessed for the acquisition of 
the Subject Property, (b) how their concerns will be addressed in any future application, (c) what 
measures will be taken for the fire, police and other life and public safety issues that may arise 
from any proposed improvements, and how those fire, police and other life and public safety 
measures will be funded and enforced; (d) how the hillside roads leading to the Subject Property 
will be improved to reduce or eliminate the hazards on these roads leading to the Subject 
Property; and (e) whether providing signage about access points to the Subject Property would 
be a more economical and environmentally appropriate method for allowing public access and 
in better compliance with the intentions of those who funded the acquisition of the Subject 
Property.] 
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Varsh, Tess

From: Ted Chung <
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 10:40 AM
To: Varsh, Tess
Subject: CUP #6577 (Wierfield)

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn 
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>. 
------------------------ 

Hi Tess, 

My name is Ted Chung- and I’m a brand new resident of Pasadena! 

I just saw a notice in my neighborhood re: a special Meeting hearing today re: CUP #6577. 

This parking lot build is at the end my street- and I need some guidance on how/when to speak at today’s meeting(as 
I’ve never attended one before). 

My concerns are the following if more members of the public will be on the short street where we are the only house: 

-how will street parking be further regulated and controlled with more traffic? The width of the street in some sections 
also will not accommodate a single car being able to safely pass through- especially if there’s an emergency like a fire. Is 
there regulation around this? 

-will there be street lights installed(as of now there are none) as to ensure the safety of our child with more strangers on 
the block? Are there regulations around this? 

-will speed bumps and signs be installed, as there are none, with the increase in public traffic? Are there regulations 
around this? 

-with more human traffic, there will inevitably be more trash and debris on the street leading up to the proposed 
parking area. Is there an increase in resourcing from the City to clean the street? 

-are the trash cans that are being proposed to be installed in the parking lot “bear- proof” and will they attract more of 
the many bears in the area to our street as we have a young child. Is there a regulation around this? 

-will this trail location and entrance have increased promotion/publicity/public listings by the Park department? Is there 
a study requirement or has a study been done on how much increased car and foot traffic and accidents would happen 
on Wierfield- as well as on the precarious/skinny road leading up the hill(San Rafael) to get to Wierfield? 

Please let me know if I join the Zoom at 5:30pm- so I get to ask these questions or what is my right and process as a 
resident on the street to formally oppose this initiative and get answers to the above. 

Thanks so much, 

Ted 

Sent from my iPhone 

Ted 

Sent from my iPhone 






