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A L E X A N D R I A. 

August 25, 2021 

Chair Steven Olivas 
Honorable Commissioners 
City of Pasadena Planning Commission 
Hale Building 
175 North Garfield A venue, 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91 l 0 I 

Re: East Colorado Specific Plan Update/Study Session 

Chair Olivas and Honorable Commissioners: 

Alexandria Real Estate Equities, lnc. ("Alexandria"), an NYSE and S&P 500 
company, was founded in Pasadena in 1994 as a garage start-up with a bold vision 
predicated on recognizing that the life science industry was on the verge of an innovat ion 
revolution. We pioneered a whole new real estate asset class focused primarily on 
building the highly complex infrastructure needed to catalyze this innovation to improve 
and save people's lives. 

Alexandria has a long-standing and proven track record of developing Class A 
properties that provide our innovative tenants, many of which are the top pharmaceutical, 
biotech, private research institutions, and universities in the world, with highly dynamic 
environments that enhance their ability to successfully recruit and retain world-class 
talent and inspire productivity, efficiency, creativity, and success. Today, Alexandria is 
the leading and longest-tenured owner, operator, and developer of collaborative campuses 
for transformative life science and agtech campuses in the nation ' s top innovation 
clusters. 

We are proudly headquartered in the City of Pasadena ("City") and own and 
operate a 30,000 square-foot research and development building on Hill Avenue. We 
plan on growing here and would like to help establish the City as the next leading life 
cluster. Life science uses offer a number of benefits to the cities and communities in 
which they are located. Life science companies provide well-paying jobs with highly 
transferable skill sets. Importantly, these jobs span across all levels of education and 
provide great opportunities for graduates from Pasadena institutions, including Caltech, 
Pasadena City College, Pasadena Unified School District and others. 

We support the East Colorado Specific Plan Update (" ECSP Update") and the 
principles behind it and we appreciate the hard work that has gone into the plan. 
However, we believe some minor revisions are needed in order to allow for the 
development of high-quality life science facilities in the City. We own one of the few 
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life science buildings in the City. With the City' s history in the sciences and the 
incredible work being done out of Caltech, it would be a lost opportunity for the ECSP 
Update to not reflect the needs of life science buildings. 

Let me share a few examples of the exciting companies that have originated out of 
Caltech and are also Alexandria tenants: 

• Appia Bio: Co-founded by Nobel Laureate David Baltimore, Appia is developing 
the next generation of cancer cell therapies. Current cancer cell therapy requires 
that cells from a patient be collected, engineered, and then administered back to 
the patient. Appia is developing "off-the-shelf' cell therapies that are safer and 
more effective than current treatments and do not require this challenging and 
time-consuming process. 

• Avidity Biosciences: Avidity is developing novel RNA-based medicines for rare 
diseases. Their first medicine is expected to enter clinical trials later this year for 
Myotonic Dystrophy Type 1, a rare disease that causes muscle weakness, 
respiratory difficulty, and cognitive impairment in children, and which currently 
has no available treatments. 

• Capsida Therapeutics: Capsida is developing novel gene therapies for 
neurological diseases. One of their first gene therapy medicines aims to treat 
Freidrich' s Ataxia, a rare and often lethal genetic disease that causes progressive 
nervous system damage and movement problems in early childhood. 

• Dantari Therapeutics: Dantari has developed a novel polymer-based technology 
for delivering safer and more effective oncology therapies. The platform has 
applications across many types of solid tumors, including lung, ovarian, and brain 
cancers. 

The ECSP Update restricts the development of life science buildings by treating 
the use no different from any other commercial building. More specifically, life science 
buildings include laboratory space, tissue culture rooms, fume hoods, and clean rooms 
which require more robust infrastructure than typical commercial buildings. Further, 
these buildings demand high-quality design in order to attract the tenants in this very 
competitive space. This infrastructure and design translates to specific challenges and 
unique building features, such as higher floor to floor heights. Thus, having a mechanism 
to consider relief for certain design standards (such as height, open space, or setbacks) in 
the design review process is important to help mitigate these challenges and 
accommodate the infrastructure so that this type of use can be developed and leased to 
life science tenants. 
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The Pasadena Municipal Code includes a few research and development-specific 
provisions in an attempt to recognize that these uses are different than other commercial 
and residential uses. For example, Municipal Code Section 17 .50.240 allows research 
and development facilities to exceed the height limit by up to l 0 feet in order to 
accommodate additional mechanical equipment between floors through the approval of a 
Minor Conditional Use Permit. However, because the additional mechanical equipment 
is counted as additional floor area, the permitted floor area for the remainder of the 
facility is reduced. Nonetheless, these provisions are dated and not sufficient to meet the 
current needs of life science buildings. 

Therefore, we would like to respectfully request that the City Planning 
Commission consider and incorporate the three following revisions to the ECSP Update 
to provide for greater flexibility in the design and development standards for research and 
development facilities so that high-quality life science facilities can be built in the City. 

1. Provide a 63-foot height limitation for life science uses. The ECSP 
Update limits the height of buildings south of Green Street to 48 feet adjacent to Caltech 
and PCC. However, immediately across Green Street, the ECSP Update increases the 
height limit to 63 feet. Life science facilities require extensive and sizeable mechanical 
and technological infrastructure and are better suited to a 60-63-foot height limit. 
Moreover, allowing a 63-foot height limitation for life science uses would be compatible 
with surrounding development. 

2. Provide flexibility for setbacks and open space for life science uses. Our 
innovative life science facilities incorporate high-quality architecture that accommodates 
the specific operational and space requirements for life science uses. In order to provide 
for high-quality architectural design, flexibility regarding setbacks, open space and other 
design standards is crucial. The review process should allow for relief from certain 
stringent design standards when necessary for high-quality architecture and design. 

3. Exclude mechanical equipment from the calculation of floor area for life 
science uses. Unlike other uses, life science facilities require extensive mechanical 
equipment to support daily operations. In order to account for the unique mechanical and 
technical needs of life science facilities, mechanical equipment should not be included as 
floor area. 

We hope that the City will support our effort to bring leading life science 
companies and ground-breaking biotech and pharmaceutical discoveries to Pasadena. 
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We appreciate your consideration of our request. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. 

eter M. Moglia 
Co-Chief Executive Officer & Co-Chief Investment Officer 

cc: Ms. Hallie Kuhn 
Mr. Tony Wei 
Marcos D. Velayos, Esq. 
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Ken Hargreaves 

1200 E. California Blvd., MC 114-31 

Pasadena, CA 91125 

 (626) 395-6256   

Kenh@caltech.edu 

August 25, 2021 

 

Planning Commission 

Hale Building  

175 North Garfield Avenue, 2nd floor 

Pasadena, CA 91109 

 

Re: Item #5 on the August 25, 2021 Agenda Planning Commission  

  

Dear Chairman Olivas and members of the Planning Commission, 

  

On behalf of the California Institute of Technology (Caltech), I would like to convey support for the 

current draft of the East Colorado Specific Plan.  Caltech has been a vibrant part of the fabric of 

Pasadena since the 1890s and this plan will help continue our partnership with the City.  

 

As you know, Caltech is a world-renowned science and engineering institute that marshals some of 

the world's brightest minds and most innovative tools to address fundamental scientific questions and 

pressing societal challenges. The Institute's extraordinary faculty, students, postdoctoral scholars, and 

staff are producing transformative breakthroughs in fields ranging from quantum science and 

engineering to bioinformatics and the nature of life itself, from human behavior and economics to 

energy and sustainability. 

 

While we recognize that the East Colorado Specific Plan is currently in draft form and under review, 

as written it will allow the redevelopment of parcels of land near the Caltech campus that will benefit 

both the City of Pasadena and Caltech in the long term. We support the plan as proposed and look 

forward to continuing a robust partnership with the City of Pasadena. 

  

Thank you all for your ongoing efforts. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Ken Hargreaves 
Ken Hargreaves, Assistant Vice President, Strategy 

Implementation and External Relations Officer 

of California Institute of Technology  

 

cc:  Vice-Mayor Andy Wilson 

 Mr. David Reyes 

Ms. Jennifer Paige 

Mr. David Sanchez 

Ms. Anita Cerna 

Ms. Tess Varsh 




