
to the city's conflict of interest code. (Ord. 6229 § 2 
(part), 1987) 

2.70.110 Purpose and functions. 

A. The purpose of the committee is to review 
and make recommendations on all matters to come 
before the community development commission 
prior to commission action, except emergency mat
ters, and matters which the commission, by reso
lution, excludes from committee review and rec
ommendation. 

B. The committee has all the powers of the 
commission as set forth in Health and Safety Code 
Section 33000 et seq., and Chapter 2.10 of this 
title, except the power to: 

I. Sue and be sued; 

2. Sell property; 

3. Delegate authority to redevelop in the city 
to another redevelopment agency; 

4. Contract with other public agencies; 

5. Acquire property by purchase, lease, gift or 
eminent domain; 

6. Borrow money for redevelopment pur
poses; 

7. Finance housing construction and rehabil
itation; 

8. Such other powers as shall be withheld by 
ordinance of the city council or resolution of the 
commission. (Ord. 6820 § 45 (part), 2000; Ord. 
6229 § 2 (part), 1987) 

Sections: 

Chapter 2. 75 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
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2.75.050 Absences and vacancies. 

2.75.060 Election of officers. 

2.70.070 Meetings-Records. 

2.75.080 Rules and regulations. 

2.75.090 Annual report. 

2.75.100 Disclosure requirements. 

2.75.120 Fees. 

* Prior ordinance history: Ords. 6229, 631 l, 6492, 6505, 66 lO and 
·6820. 

2.75.010 Short title. 

This chapter shall be known as the "Historic 
Preservation Commission Ordinance." (Ord. 6915 
§ 2 (part), 2002) 

2.75.020 Establishment. 

There is created and established a commission 
of the city to be known as the "Historic Preserva
tion Commission" and hereinafter called "commis
sion." (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2.75.025 Purpose. 

The purpose of the commission is to: 

A. Implement the historic preservation goals, 
policies and programs of the comprehensive gen
eral plan; 

B. Protect, enhance and perpetuate historic 
resources that represent or reflect distinctive and 
important elements of the city's cultural, social, 
economic, political, archaeological and architec
tural history; 

C. Stabilize and improve property values, and 
enhance the visual and aesthetic character and 
environmental amenities of the city's historic ar
eas; 

D. Recognize the city's historic resources as 
economic assets; 

E. Provide educational programs to promote 
and encourage restoration, rehabilitation and main
tenance of existing historic resources for the cul
ture, education, enjoyment and economic welfare 
of the city's residents and visitors, and to conserve 
reuseable material and energy resources; 
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2.75.025 

F. Foster civic pride in the beauty and noble 
accomplishments of the past by promoting pri
vate stewardship of historic resources that repre
sent these accomplishments; 

G. Promote t!;.e city as a destination for tour
ists and as a desirable location for business; 

H. Ensure that the rights of the owners of 
historic resources and owners of properties adja
cent to historic resources are safeguarded; 

I. Fulfill the city's responsibilities as a certi
fied local government under federal preservation 
laws; and 

J. Fulfill the city's responsibilities for Federal 
Section 106 reviews. (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 
(Ord. No. 7250, §2, 11-17-2014) 

2.75.030 Membership-Appointment and 
terms. 

A. The commission shall consist of 9 mem
bers, who shall be appointed as follows: 

1. Each of the 7 councilmembers and the 
mayor shall nominate 1 member for a total of 8 
members. 

2. The mayor shall nominate the remaining 1 
member from persons recommended by the 7 
councilmembers. 

3. All nominations are subject to ratification 
by the city council. 

B. Each landmark or historic district may be 
represented on the commission by a resident of 
the district that may be nominated by the neigh
borhood association of the applicable landmark 
or historic district, however, a landmark or his
toric district shall not be required to have a repre
sentative. Representatives of each landmark or 
historic district are not considered commission 
members and shall participate in only those issues 
and items that are applicable to the representa
tive's district and shall have equal voting rights 
only on such issues and items. If no neighborhood 
association exists within the landmark or historic 
district, any resident property owner of such dis
trict may apply to the city council. If more than I 
neighborhood association exists within the land
mark or historic district, such associations shall 
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jointly nominate the member; and if the associa
tions cannot agree, each association shall nomi
nate 1 person and the mayor shall select the nom
inee. Appointment of all landmark and historic 
district reprc;:;~ntatives is subject to ratification by 
the city council. The landmark and historic dis
trict representatives shall be subject to the provi
sions of this section in the same manner as other 
commission members. 

C. Members shall be appointed for a term of 
3 years, and shall serve no more than 2 consecutive 
terms. A term of less than 1 year shall not be 
considered a full term. Terms expire on June 30th 
of the applicable years. A member shall continue 
in office for the term for which he/she was ap
pointed or until his/her successor is appointed. No 
member who has served 2 consecutive terms shall 
be eligible for reappointment to the commission 
prior to the passage of a 2-year interval. 

D. If a member ceases to reside in the city 
prior to the expiration of a term, or a landmark or 
historic district representative ceases to reside or 
own property within the applicable landmark or 
historic district, the member or representative may 
complete the term only upon approval by city 
council pursuant to Section 2.45.020. 

E. Any member of the commission may be 
removed by the city council at its pleasure. (Ord. 
6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 
(Ord. No: 7231, § 1, 4-29-2013) 

2.75.040 Qualifications. 
A. All members shall be residents of the city; 

provided however, that a person nominated by a 
council member need not reside in the council 
member's district. 

B. All members shall be conversant with 
Pasadena's historical, architectural and cultural 
heritage and have special interest, knowledge, or 
training in fields closely related to historic preser
vation, such as architecture, history, landscape. 
architecture, architectural history, planning, ar
chaeology, urban design, geography, real estate, 
law, finance, building trades or related areas. 



C. If possible, the city council shall appoint 
at least three members of the commission who are 
professionals in the fields or disciplines of archi
tecture, landscape architecture, history, architec
tural history, urban planning, American studies, 
geography, or archaeology or other historic pres
ervation-related disciplines to the extent that such 
professionals are available in the community. (Ord. 
6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2. 75.045 Duties. 
The commission shall have the foIIowing du

ties in addition to those otherwise provided in this 
chapter: 

(a) Recommend to the city council the desig
nation of historic buildings, sites, structures, ob
jects, interiors, and districts according to proce
dures and criteria of this chapter; 
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(b) Participate in the review of projects affecting 
city-owned historic resources; 

( c) Identify and document historic resources 
through surveys and other research projects; 

( d) ·Recommend to the city council appropriate 
legislation for protection of historic resources, fund
ing of historic preservation projects and incentives to 
support these activities; 

( e) Review and make recommendations on envi
ronmental reports, zone changes, master development 
plans, planned developments and other land use enti
tlements as requested by the director of planning and 
development and as they are applicable to historic 
resources in the city; 

(f) Implement historic preservation goals and 
policies in the land-use element of the General Plan 
and participate in amendments to goals, policies, and 
principles affecting historic resources; 

(g) Participate in educational programs on his
toric architecture and historic preservation topics; 

(h) Administer the review of applications for 
projects for alterations, additions, relocations and 
demolitions of historic resources according to the 
procedures of this chapter; 

(i) Assign, at its discretion, duties for admini
stration of this title to the director of planning and 
development. (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2. 75.050 Absences and vacancies. 
In the event a member has 3 consecutive unex

cused absences from meetings of the commission, the 
city council may declare the office of such member 
vacant. The staff to the commission shall advise the 
city clerk of any member with 3 consecutive unex
cused absences. The chair of the commission may 
excuse absences. 

Vacancies, whether scheduled or unscheduled, 
shall be filled by the person who nominated the 
member to the vacant office, or by his/her successor, 
in the same manner as set forth in Section 2.75.030. 
(Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2.75.060 Election of officers. 
At the first meeting of the commission, and there

after at its first meeting in July of each subsequent 
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year, the members shall elect a chair and a vice chair. 
In the absence or disability of the chair and vice 
chair, the commission may designate a temporary 
chair. (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2. 75.070 Meetings-Records. 
The commission shall meet at least once a month 

and all its meetings shall be held in accordance with 
the Ralph M. Brown Act and shall be open to the 
public except as provided by law. Special meetings 
may be called by the chair or a majority of the com
mission. 

A quorum shall be a majority of the commission 
seats filled by the city council. A seat is deemed to be 
filled after a nominee has been sworn in by the city 
clerk. No action of the commission shall be valid 
without the affirmative vote of at least three mem
bers. 

The commission shall keep a record, which shall 
be available for public inspection of all of its resolu
tions, proceedings and other actions. (Ord. 6915 § 2 
(part), 2002) 

2.75.080 Rules and regulations. 
The commission shall adopt and amend, rules and 

regulations for the conduct of the commission's busi
ness consistent with this chapter. Such rules and 
regulations shall be submitted to the city council and 
shall not become effective until approved and or
dered filed by the council. (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 
2002) 

2.75.090 Annual report. 
The commission shall submit an annual report and 

workplan to the city council no later than September 
1st of each year. Attendance records of members 
shall be included as part of the annual report. (Ord. 
6930 § 7, 2003: Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

2. 75.100 Disclosure requirements. 
Members of the commission shall be required to 

file annual statements of economic interest pursuant 
to the city's conflict of interest code. (Ord. 6915 § 2 
(part), 2002) 
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2.75.120-2.80.040 

2.75.120 Fees. 
The city council shall by resolution prescribe fees 

for all applications, reviews and appeals authorized 
by this chapter. (Ord. 6915 § 2 (part), 2002) 

Chapter 2.80 

DESIGN COMMISSION 

Sections: 
2.80.010 Short title. 
2.80.020 Establishment. 
2.80.030 Membership-Appointment 

and terms. 
2.80.040 Qualifications. 
2.80.050 Absences and vacancies. 
2.80.060 Election of officers. 
2.80.070 Meetings-Records. 
2.80.080 Rules and regulations. 
2.80.090 Annual report. 
2.80.100 Disclosure requirements. 
2.80.110 Purpose and functions. 
2.80.120 Definition. 
2.80.135 Urban forestry advisory 

committee. 
2.80.140 Procedure for assignment to 

committee. 
2.80.150 Fees. 

2.80.010 Short title. 
This chapter shall be known as the "Design Com

mission Ordinance." (Ord. 6229 § 2 (part), I 987) 

2.80.020 Establishment. 
There is created and established a commission of 

the city to be kriown as the "design commission" and 
hereinafter called "commission." (Ord. 6229 § 2 
(part), 1987) 

2.80.030 Membership-Appointment and 
terms. 

A. The commission shall consist of 9 members, 

who shall be appointed as follows: 
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1. The mayor shall nominate 5 members from 
persons nominated by the city council. 

2. The transportation advisory commission, the 

arts and culture commission, the cultural heritage 
commission and the planning commission shall each 
nominate 1 member for a total of 4 members. 

3. All appointments are subject to ratification 
by the city council. 

B. Members shall be appointed for a term of 3 
years, and shall serve no more than 2 consecutive 
terms. A term of less than I year shall not be consid
ered a full term. Terms expire on June 30th of the 
applicable years. A member shall continue in office 
for the term for which he/she was appointed or until 
his/her successor is appointed. No member who has 
served 2 consecutive terms shall be eligible for reap
pointment to the commission prior to the passage of a 
2-year interval. 

C. If a member ceases to reside in the city prior 
to the expiration of a term, the member may com
plete the term only upon approval by the city council 
pursuant to Section 2.45.020. 

D. Any member of the commission may be re
moved by the city council at its pleasure. (Ord. 7036 
§ I, 2006; Ord. 6820 §§ I 8, 45 (part), 2000; Ord. 
6229 § 2 (part), I 987) 

2.80.040 Qualifications. 
A. All members shall be residents of the city; 

provided however, that a person nominated by a di
rector need not reside in the director's district. 

B. The criteria for selection of members shall be 
a demonstrated interest in the community and profes
sional expertise and experience in a design related 
field, including one or more of the following fields: 

I . Architecture; 
2. Landscape architecture; 
3. City planning; 
4. Historic preservation; 
5. Artist; 
6. Urban design; 
7. Engineering; and 
8. Transportation planning. 

(Ord. 7036 § 2, 2006; Ord. 6229 § 2 (part), 1987) 




