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Dear Mr. Tam:
 
I understand there is a meeting today to discuss the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan.  We have lived in
Pasadena for 21 years, and are against the density this plan proposes.  At the very least, please plan
for open space and trees.  We don’t want our city to become Glendale and Burbank, with little
character and no open space.
 
Sincerely,

Sharon and Mark Freeark
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Dear Commission,

This plan concerns me as a 25 year resident of Pasadena. I grew up next door in Arcadia. My father had his business
in Pasadena for 50 years and we spent much of our lives in and around this beautiful city over the years.

My father instilled in me a love for trees and open green space. We had multiple oak trees in our yard growing up.
We often joked that those amazing oaks were my Dad’s children too! His love for and enjoyment of his “babies”
was contagious. I remember one particularly wet winter how my Dad spent hours talking with arborists and
landscape experts on how best to protect these beauties from damage and/or death. The day we lost a multi-trunked
beauty in our front yard is one I will never forget. We stood in our driveway mourning that 100 year oak tree who’s
roots ran deep not only in the soil but in our lives, in our hearts.

Pasadenas tree canopy and open green space has been whittled away slowly over the years. As I drive down Union
between Oak Knoll and Los Robles I am amazed at the changes. Negative edge buildings line the street and the only
soil I see is in potted plants. Where are all the trees, you know the ones that make their home in the ground? It feels
like a concrete jungle and reminds me of other nearby cities like Burbank and Glendale; no character, no history.
And certainly none of the open space needed for trees to live and grow for the next 100 years. Residents of Pasadena
come to this grand city to lay down their own roots because of the care taken to keep our city green and livable.

Just like my Dad with his “babies”. We should do everything we can to preserve and care for the tree canopy and
open green spaces that define this great city.

Thank you,

Stacey Fortner

Sent from my iPhone



Kristin Harrison 
 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2021 

 

Planning Commission 

City of Pasadena 

100 North Garfield Ave. 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

  

Re: South Fair Oaks Specific Plan 

 

I was alarmed to see the density planned for such a small section of our city outlined in the 

South Fair Oaks Specific Plan with no consideration for planned green space and tree lined 

sidewalks.   WITH DENSITY SHOULD COME OPEN SPACE!  Cities like New York, 

Chicago, Dallas, and many others all have dense living environments but also have many 

open spaces and trees to offset the density.  To not plan for open, green space and trees 

while planning for density is not being responsible city designers and planners.  The land 

will only become more valuable as density increases, making park space unattainable for 

the city to purchase later.   

 

One might point out that we are not a major metropolitan city.  The state is asking us to 

behave and think like one by requiring us to house a larger population and with a short 

timeline.  Not to mention the loss of green space and trees due to SB9 and SB10.  For the 

health of our citizens and our community, we cannot afford to think project by project 

anymore, as our city has developed in the past.  Take the many developments on Los 

Robles, Green Street and Los Robles, Del Mar and Cordova and Los Robles, all approved 

individually, and not looked at as a collective whole.   We must assume that all open space 

will be filled and therefore we need to plan accordingly.  

 

Parks and Tree lined sidewalks should not be considered a bonus should a dense 

neighborhood be lucky to have them, they should be planned into the fabric of the whole.  

This City, especially in the aforementioned area as well as in the Central District, is 

drastically “under parked” for the number of living dwellings that are being proposed and 

are already built.  Where are these residents supposed to enjoy an outdoor life with their 

family?   

 



Developers are not concerned with these life necessities; the City needs to be.  Be proactive 

and design our city, this area, for the way our community would like it to look and be 

experienced by its’ residents.   The state is asking a lot from us, we should get what we 

want out of it.   Make the square footage of each massive building a little less so we can 

plant trees that will reach a 2-3 story height along the sidewalks both on the building and 

street side.  Plan and design for designated park space.  We do not need to meet all the state 

goals in this one area.  We can spread out to a few more additional large buildings and 

sacrifice a bit of mass to grab the ability for trees to grow in dirt.  And we can parcel out 

land we would like for parks, the size of something like tournament park, to have for our 

Pasadena families to enjoy a bit of suburban lifestyle in an ever more urban city.   
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Please distribute to the Commission.
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This is submitted in support of the South Fair Oaks specific plan as proposed. 
  
I participated in a very well attended, in-person forum a number of years ago that
led to the development of the plan as proposed. Many great ideas supporting
investment and revitalization were proposed by a broad spectrum of residents and
businesses alike. That vision should be honored and respected. 
  
Given the prominent institutions and thinking within the area, separation from
neighborhoods, and profile as a gateway, the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan area
should be a gleaming example of good planning and urban design. It should be a
plan that is thoughtful and responsive to the existing conditions depressing property
values; one that supports the demands and needs for a variety of land uses; and
lastly, one that responds fully and properly to the needs of the broader community. 
  
Nothing about this area's needs have changed since the forum. In fact, one can
argue that conditions have deteriorated. The absence of any actionable zoning code
to guide and enhance this area has further prevented real action, and the failure to
act or to simply oppose the proposed plan, is a bigger failure of our society to
consider the needs of people beyond our front lawns. It is time City Hall act to the
benefit of the city as a whole. For this reason, we urge Staff, the Planning
Commission, and Council to take responsibility for the city, in response to the needs
of the city, and move the proposed plan forward towards adoption.  
 
Robert Montano
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