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November 4, 2021 

 

City of Pasadena Community Police Oversight Commission  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

The City of Pasadena’s newly launched Community Police Oversight Commission held its first special 

meeting on Tuesday, October 26, 2021. In order to answer some common questions being asked by the 

community, the Office of the City Attorney/City Prosecutor prepared the following Q&A document. 

 

What is the purpose of the Community Police Oversight Commission and what is their role? 

 

Chapter 2.60 of the Pasadena municipal code establishes the Community Police Oversight Commission and 

states that the purpose of the commission is to “enhance, develop, and strengthen community-police 

relations and review and make recommendations regarding the ongoing operations of the police 

department to the chief of police, city manager, and/or city council.”   

 

The Commission can also: 

 Monitor and receive reports from the Police Department on hiring, training, and promotions within 

the Police Department. 

 Discuss Police Department policies and recommend changes to current Police Department policies. 

 Provide input on Police Department policy recommendations prior to adoption. 

 Monitor and publish statistics on police use of force, personnel complaints, and outcomes within 

the department 

 Receive reports from the independent police auditor regarding critical incidents, Police Department 

policies, and other matters 

 

Notwithstanding their right to play a role in reviewing and monitoring personnel matters, the Commission 

must refrain from: 

 Directly or indirectly taking active participation in personnel matters 

 Directing that action be taken on Police Department employees 

 

You can read Chapter 2.60 in its entirety here. 

 

When will the Community Police Oversight Commission meet? Are the meetings only virtual?  

 

The Community Police Oversight Commission has selected the first Thursday of every month at 6:00 p.m. as 

their regular meeting time. Agendas for each of these meetings will be posted at least 72 hours of advance 

of the meeting on the Commission’s page of the City’s website. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/pasadena/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2ORAD_ARTIIIADBOCOCOCRCO_CH2.60COPOOVCO
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/community-police-oversight-commission/


 
 

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C I T Y  A T T O R N E Y / C I T Y  P R O S E C U T O R 
 

2 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all City Council and Commission meetings are still being held virtually. 

However, City leadership continues to assess the situation and look towards the return of in-person 

meetings. When the City announces a change in this policy, the Community Police Oversight Commission 

will have the opportunity to begin in-person meetings. Until then, the Zoom participation instructions, 

including information on how to make a public comment, are available on the meeting agenda. 

 

What type of training have commissioners received, and will they be receiving any further training? 

 

As part of their appointment, commissioners are required receive at least 30 hours of training in relevant 

subject matters on topics including but not limited to: constitutional rights and civil liberties; fundamentals 

of procedure, evidence, and due process; procedural rights and confidentialities afforded to police officers 

by California law; police officer operations, policies, practices, and procedures; and duties, responsibilities, 

procedures, and requirements associated with all ranks and assignments. This training also included 

participating in a ride-along with the police department. 

 

While this is the training that the Municipal Code requires Commissioners complete, the Commission may, 

on its own, or by requesting the assistance of staff, explore other training opportunities to support their 

role as commissioners, where appropriate.  

 

What is the role of the outside legal counsel and will the community have access to them? 

 

Outside legal counsel has been retained by the City Attorney to provide legal advice to the Community 

Police Oversight Commission and staff that supports the Commission. Outside counsel will attend 

Commission meetings, but will not give legal advice to members of the public.  Members of the public can 

retain their own attorneys if they want legal advice and representation.  To find an attorney or for other 

legal assistance, you may contact the Pasadena Bar Association at (626)793-1422 or the Los Angeles County 

Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service at (213)243-1525. 

  

Who are the chair and vice chair of the Commission, and how long will they serve?  

 

Raúl Ibáñez was elected chair and Juliana Serrano was elected vice chair at the October 26, 2021 meeting. 

Their terms as chair and vice chair will last until the next fiscal year. 

 

How can the public email the Community Police Oversight Commission? 

 

Correspondence to the Community Police Oversight Commission can be sent to CPOC@cityofpasadena.net. 

Correspondence on a particular agenda item will be forwarded to the Community Police Oversight 

Commission prior to the scheduled meeting if received during business hours and at least 30 minutes 

before the start of the meeting. Any correspondence received later will be forwarded the next business 

day.  

mailto:CPOC@cityofpasadena.net

