
	

 
 
November 9, 2021 
 
City of Pasadena Planning Commission 
Attn: Hayman Tam 
Hale Building 
175 N. Garfield Ave., 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Re: Senate Bill 9 Study Session 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
  
Pasadena Heritage is pleasantly surprised by these proposed development standards, and 
commend the City Staff for their hard work and foresight. Although we opposed earlier 
versions of this bill, such as SB-1120 and SB-50 due to our concerns for historic resources, 
thankfully the carveout for historic resources in SB-9 is strong and enforceable. With that in 
mind, we hope that future development in Pasadena’s undesignated neighborhoods can be 
controlled, and the suggestions proposed seem to be good solutions. We support each one. 
 
We recognize that there are some neighborhoods that are most at risk, particularly in lower-
cost sections of the city. There are pockets of the northwest and central Pasadena where we 
feel the most SB-9 developments may make the most sense from an investment perspective. 
Many of these properties are humble one-story Craftsman, Spanish Revival, or Minimal 
Traditional homes that should be retained and preserved. It seems that limiting development to 
one story with an encroachment plane as proposed is prudent. This may cause more surface 
area of each lot to be developed, but strong requirements for trees, greywater, and cool roofs 
should help counter those negative impacts. We would like to see language that requires 
retention of the original house or at least incentivizes retention, in the interest of preserving 
neighborhood character. There could also be consideration for taller heights on some lots 
where the original house is two stories and will be retained. 
 
We support an affordability component. We have a massive RHNA allocation in Pasadena and 
we are hopeful that some moderate-income units may be created through these new 
developments in particular. 
 
Finally, we are very pleased to see environmental concerns addressed in these changes. Too 
often, they go unrecognized. These projects, should move Pasadena towards a more 
sustainable and equitable future, and this kind of careful consideration and planning is essential 
to success. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 


