
 

 

 

 

 

November 17, 2021 

 

Planning Commission 

City of Pasadena 

100 North Garfield Ave. 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

  

Re: 758 & 766 South Fair Oaks 
 
I am disappointed to learn of Huntington Hospital’s push to approve a conditional use 
application for their property at 758-766 South Fair Oaks which the Design Commission overtly 
stated on April 27, 2021, “needed to take a step back and NOT a step forward.”  The 
commissioner's remarks on the project were pointed and meant to encourage Huntington 
Hospital to return to the drawing board. They all concurred that the project ignores the urban 
context of the area as well as the future specific plans in process for the neighborhood.  The 
commission ultimately agreed the project needed an additional preliminary design meeting 
before moving forward. Commissioner comments also entailed addressing the huge disconnect 
with the idea that Fillmore is supposed to be a pedestrian corridor. There was also an 
uncertainty of what is happening across the street in the empty hospital parking lot which added 
to the confusion of this supposed “medical campus” ideal, in which there is no current master 
plan being shown in conjunction with this design.  One commissioner said, "everything is 
compromised.”  One other commissioner was disappointed there is “no recognition of Pasadena 
planning goals.” Lastly, and most importantly, a commissioner said the project “needs to 
integrate to the community.”  It was a strong statement by one commissioner to say, the 
neighborhood has "grown away from being just about Huntington Hospital.”  
 
How has the project changed since the last Design Commission meeting? It is unclear to the 
public if there have been many changes since the last meeting and how these changes 
incorporate their obvious concerns.  We also need to be cognizant that the South Fair Oaks 
Specific Plan has already been commented upon by this board and is about to be reviewed by 
City Council for approval.  It seems as though this project is in conflict with the plans the city has 
created for our new South Fair Oaks Specific Plans and the hospital must be encouraged to 
pursue other creative designs that include a more pedestrian friendly corridor for Fillmore, wider 
sidewalks and setbacks for South Fair Oaks, and most importantly consider additional open 
space for the area that includes vegetative plantings to prevent our ever increasing heat index. 
 
The concern is that we have a rapidly growing city that demands a change in past perspectives 
and an integration of new urban ideals. It can no longer be just about the patient access, but 
must include impacts on current residents, future residents, pedestrians, and employees.  This 
project must meet the new standards of planning ideals being considered to protect the health 
and quality of life of an entire city. Many in this community have been actively working on these 
new plans for the betterment of our city and we want to ensure these qualities are protected. 
 
I have heard the statement that “Huntington Hospital always gets what it wants,” but that is not 
the hospital I know who would totally ignore the community it supports wholeheartedly.  Yes, 



 

they know better when it comes to patient care and access, but to just disengage with the 
community at large of what the future plans entail is extremely disappointing if they do not take it 
into consideration.   
 
We all appreciate Huntington Hospital.  I had my three children there.  I have sat on the 
Huntington Hospital Scrubs Board.  I have hosted their parties at my home.  I have sat 
nervously waiting for care in their ER.  Our community would be in dire straits without their care.  
The time has come though for Huntington Hospital to think about more than just their patients 
and office visits, but how their future projects and plans integrate into our city on a larger level.  
If Huntington Hospital plans on spreading their wings throughout South Fair Oaks, let’s ensure it 
entails the planning ideals we have set in place for the future of a very promising new area of 
our city.   
 
Thank you,  
 
Erika Foy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


