
November 13, 2021 
 
Dear Pasadena Board of Zoning Appeals,  
 
I am writing you for a third time to vehemently protest the proposed Car Wash at 2030 E. Colorado, in whatever 
form it may take. NO CAR WASH is wanted or needed at this location. There are 2 car washes within a few miles 
from this location, one just down the street! As a 19 year resident/home owner on this beautiful residential street, 
this proposed car wash will decrease our standard of living on our street lined with old craftsman homes. We love 
our neighborhood and this community, yet it feel as if the City of Pasadena is working to diminish our quality of life 
to make extra money for its pockets, at the expense of our lives and Pasadena’s General Plan.  
 
Our neighborhood as a whole is against any proposed car wash at 2030 E. Colorado.  
Here are a series of key points relevant to our argument quoted from Pasadena’s General Plan 
 

1.  “The City’s guiding principles cumulative represent the communities’ vision for the future.”  
o We don’t want a car wash. Even with a revision, the plan is short-sighted and lacks vision. 
o Not enough information was received regarding amount of traffic at nearby car washes to 

accurately project the increased level of traffic that will be received in our neighborhood. 
2. “Growth will be targeted to serve the community needs and enhance quality of life” 

o A car wash of any size does not serve our community needs nor enhance our quality of life. 
o A car wash even at smaller capacity would bring in high amounts of traffic to our area and 

neighborhood. 
o The revised plan for the car wash will still will increase level of service and traffic on the 

intersections of San Marino and Colorado as well as Del Mar and San Marino Avenue. (where we 
have a multitude of accidents already)  

o We currently have numerous auto oriented business: new & used car lots, auto mechanics, body 
shops, and tire stores, as well as another car wash, all lining East Colorado Blvd. We need to have 
other businesses that are “targeted to serve the community needs and enhance quality of 
life”. 

o We have a vision for our neighborhood. Seedy motels car washes and car lots are not pedestrian 
or bike friendly for neighborhood revitalization.  

3. “Pasadena will be a socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable community.” 
o How will another  car wash move us towards the goal of becoming a socially and environmentally 

sustainable community? People do not hang out at car washes and get to know each other. It’s 
not a place to chat or have a cup of coffee with a friend, with the roaring machinery in the 
background. 

4. “Pasadena will be a city where people can circulate without cars.” 
o How will a another car wash lead to a city where people can circulate without cars? 
o Another car wash supports a car-based system.  
o A car wash does nothing to increase pedestrian or bicycle environmental quality indices.  

 
And finally, I quote again from Pasadena’s General Plan: “Community participation will be a permanent part of 
achieving a greater city.”  WE are participating as a neighborhood, we are telling you that we do not want a car 
wash in our community! Even if you do not care about our beautiful, quiet neighborhood, and your highest priority 
is the tax money that will be generated, please listen to your constituency who elected you. This is the 3rd time we 
have begged that you stop this plan from going forward forever. Please!  
  
Christi Franklin 

 
 




