
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Kevin Johnson December 6, 2021 

Design & Historic Preservation Section 

City of Pasadena Planning & Community Development Department 

 

 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

 

Our organization continues to have concerns that the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance 

amendments that are part of the staff report for the December 7, 2021 Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting will have a negative impact on existing Historic and Landmark Districts. I have included our 

letter of November 1 for concurrent consideration, as it did not arrive in time for the previous meeting due 

to a typographical error. 

 

While I understand that certain elements of the new HPO have had significant impacts on staff’s HRE 

workload, proposed items e and f (page 5) would apply to all homes, including those already in existing 

designated city Historic and Landmark Districts. 

 

The major concern is the staff proposal to classify window muntin pattern changes as a minor project in 

cases where no other window changes are proposed.  Muntin patterns are very important features, and 

they should be reviewed in a process allowing public input via a hearing rather than in a short process 

involving only staff. 

 

The following modifications would provide the appropriate level of review for muntin pattern changes:  

 

e. Specify that a combination of two or more changes to an original window’s design features (material, 

muntin pattern [delete], operation type or trim/sill conditions) constitutes a major project. Changes to 

opening sizes or muntin pattern should continue to be considered a major project, independent of the 

design features noted above. 

 

f. Specify that window replacement is a minor project unless (1) changes to opening sizes or muntin 

pattern are proposed, or (2) two or more changes to the original window’s design features 

(material, operation type or trim/sill conditions) are proposed. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Bryan Reese 

Vice President, Bungalow Heaven Neighborhood Association 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Kevin Johnson        November 1, 2021 

Design & Historic Preservation Section 

City of Pasadena Planning & Community Development Department 

 

 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

 

I have concerns that the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance amendments that are part of the staff 

report for the November 2, 2021 Historic Preservation Commission meeting will have a negative impact 

on existing Landmark Districts. While I understand that certain elements of the new HPO have had 

significant impacts on staff’s workload to evaluate homes that could be eligible to become contributing 

structures, proposed items e and f appear to also apply to all homes, including those already in existing 

designated city Landmark Districts. The report states that the goal of the revision is to relax restrictions 

that are now currently in place for eligible, undesignated landmarks, but changing the definition of a 

major project could be interpreted to apply to all structures. 

 

The following modifications would clarify that these changes only apply to structures outside existing 

Landmark Districts:  

 

e. Specify that a combination of two or more changes to an original window design feature (material, 

muntin pattern or trim/sill conditions) constitutes a major project for a structure that is eligible to 

contribute either individually or to an eligible landmark district. Changes to opening sizes should 

continue to be considered a major project, independent of the design features noted above. 

 

f. Specify that window replacement is a minor project for eligible structures unless two or more changes 

to the original window design are proposed. 

 

Homes that are already in a city Landmark Districts have already gone through the grass roots process to 

become designated landmarks. Relaxing the definition of a major project for those homes to solve a 

problem in areas that are only being assessed for eligibility puts Landmark Districts at risk.  

 

Sincerely,  

Mark 

Mark Munger 

President, Bungalow Heaven Neighborhood Association 



 
 

January 12, 2021 

 

Planning Commission Members 

City of Pasadena 

Via Email  

                                                                                              RE:  Agenda Item 5 

 

Dear Planning Commission Members: 

 

The Pasadena-Foothills Association of REALTORS® supports the proposed amendments 

that staff has made to the Historic Preservation Ordinance. We understand the 

importance of architectural history  as it relates to the region. 

 

We  support the inclusion of homeowners and neighborhoods in the decision-making  

process to landmark a property and/ or district. The way the current Historic 

Preservation Ordinance is written it drastically impedes private property rights. We 

appreciate staff recognizing that the landmarking of districts needs to be a 

neighborhood-driven process while still ensuring that undesignated properties are  truly 

significant  historic resources are protected. 

 

As REALTORS® we support any  efforts to streamline and ease the process for 

improvements  to major and minor projects on existing properties. The proposed 

changes will have a positive impact on homeowners’ ability to make necessary upgrades 

and renovations to their properties.  

 

 

We appreciate the efforts of the Planning Department to amend and clean the 

Ordinance for clarity and continuity.  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Rian Barrett, Government Affairs Director 

Pasadena-Foothills Association of REALTORS® 
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