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January 19, 2022

Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Christi Franklin and I have lived in for Pasadena 23 years. I am a member of
Pasadena Presbyterian Church and we are committed to social justice, which includes the right
for the homeless and middle income individuals and families to have a comfortable and
affordable place to live.

There are many reasons I support affordable housing here in Pasadena, most importantly
because the housing market in this city continues to skyrocket. In the last 20 years, middle
income families are being priced out of the housing market due to limited supply and
increased demand. Another issue in my area, off Colorado Blvd near PCC, is the homeless
population that continues to grow.  Los Angeles has come up with many different options for
housing those of varying incomes, yet Pasadena appears to have turned a blind eye to those
most in need of opportunities to live in this city comfortably.

Please consider the proposal to rezone church land “by right" for affordable housing in
Pasadena. I support this rezoning proposal and we need rezoning of church land for “by right”
affordable housing because it will put affordable housing throughout the city.

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. Most
church land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to
happen. And it needs to be “by right” so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of the
city and not perpetuate racist and classist exclusionary zoning.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community. I am counting on
Pasadena to show that this city cares about all of its citizens. And the churches in Pasadena are
willing to make this a possibility, if you allow for rezoning of church land.

Sincerely,

Christi Franklin
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Dear Planning Commissioners:

Thank you for bringing the proposed zoning amendment for construction of affordable
housing on religious land back to your agenda.  This amendment, if done correctly,
would provide much-needed sites for new housing in a city where available land is
scarce.

In order for this amendment to achieve the purpose for which it has been proposed, it
needs to include the specification of being "by right."  This is true for two primary
reasons:  1)  Developers will not take on a project if they anticipate major obstacles in
getting it approved, and 2) this would allow affordable housing to be built in all areas
of our city, increasing economic and racial diversity, and working to undo generations
of exclusionary zoning that has kept lower-income (historically black and brown)
residents out of certain neighborhoods.  In addition, the zoning amendment needs to
allow for a density of 40 to 50 units so that a project can be financially feasible for
developers.

It has been almost two years since this proposal was first presented to the Planning
Department.  The delay in moving it forward means we have lost valuable time in
getting projects underway that will help stop individuals and families from being priced
out of Pasadena.  Please do all you can to act swiftly in making a recommendation to
the City Council to pass a strong, effective zoning amendment that will bring real
positive change.

Sincerely,
Gloria Newton
District 3 Resident and Home Owner

********************

"Each time a person reaches across caste and makes a connection, it helps
to break the back of caste.  Multiplied by millions in a given day, it
becomes the flap of a butterfly wing that shifts the air and builds to a
hurricane across an ocean."--Isabel Wilkerson, Caste
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Please move forward on allowing religious institutions to build low income housing and other
affordable housing on unused church land.  Regardless of our core beliefs,  we know that
every human being is worthy of having a roof over their head, jobs, food, health care and
education.  We need to "brighten the corner where we are".

Thank you for your consideration,

eloise kaeck
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Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Jane Vásquez.  I have lived in east Pasadena for the past 16 years, at
.  I see many new apartment and condominium developments

around the city, but very few are affordable to wage earners.  The nurses, technicians
and clerks who provide our health care cannot afford to live here.  Most teachers and
government employees in Pasadena cannot afford to live here.  In the financial
sector, retail and service industry employees cannot afford to live here.  If we are to
have a stable workforce and a prosperous city we must make it possible for these
people to live near where they work.  It affects the quality of life for all of us.

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena. 
There are many church sites across the city which can be used to build homes for
local employees and residents.  Affordable housing developments need to have 40-
50 units to be financially feasible. Most church land in Pasadena is not zoned to
accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to happen. And it needs to be “by right”
so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of the city and not perpetuate
racist and classist exclusionary zoning.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Sincerely yours,

Jane Vásquez
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